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Doc.  No.  1. 
Proceedings  of  the  Electoral  College  of  Pennsylvania. 


READ— January  8,   1845. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  4,   1844. 

This  day,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  ComraonweaUh  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Electoral  College  convened  in 
the  Senate  Chamber : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dimock  and  Mr.  Leech, 

Wilson  M'Candless  was  didy  chosen  as  President  of  the  Electoral  College. 

The  President  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Irvine  and  Mr.  Eldred,  and  re- 
turned thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shinier  and  Mr.  Patterson, 
John  J.  M'Cahen  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Electoral  College. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lehman  and  Mr.  Baldy, 
Messrs.   Lehman,  Leech,   Smith,  Baldy,   Patterson  and  Myers,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that  the  Electoral  College  is  duly 
organized,  and  ready  to  receive  his  communications. 

Mr.  Lehman,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor  and  inform  him 
that  the  Electoral  College  was  duly  organized  and  ready  to  receive  his  communica- 
tions, reported : 

That  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Governor  informed  them  that  he 
would  forthwith  make  his  communications  by  message. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  being  introduced,  presented  a  message  from 
the  Governor,  accompanied  with  three  certified  lists  of  the  names  of  the  Electors,  duly 
elected  by  the  people  on  Friday,  the  first  day  of  November  last. 
Said  message  and  lists  were  severally  read,  as  follow,  viz  : 

Executive  Chamber,  ? 

Harrisburg,  December  4,  1844.    5 

To  the  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States : 

Gentlemen  : — The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  will  deliver  to  you,  herewith, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  three  lists  of  the 
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names  of  the  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  chosen 
by  the  people  on  Friday,  the  first  day  of  November  in  the  present  year,  for  this  State, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

PENNSYLVANIA,  SS. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

DAVID    R.  PORTER, 

GOVERNOR  OF  THE  SAID  COMMONWEALTH. 
|^|;      To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 


tixti^'  CERTIFIES    AND    MAKES    KNOWN  ! 

That  at  an  election  held  in  and  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  on  Friday, 
the  first  day  of  November,  in  the  present  year,  the  following  persons,  viz  :  Wilson 
M'Candless,  Asa  Dimock,  George  F.  Lehman,  Christian  Kneass,  William  H.  Smith, 
John  Hill,  Samuel  E.  Ijcech,  Samuel  Camp,  Jesse  Sharp,  Nathaniel  W.  Sample, 
William  Heidenreich,  Conrad  Shimer,  Stephen  Baldy,  Jonah  Brewster,  George  Schna- 
bel,  Nathaniel  B.  Eldred,  William  N.  Irvine,  James  Woodburn,  Hugh  Montgomery, 
Isaac  Ankeny,  John  Mathews,  William  Patterson,  Andrew  Burke,  John  M'Gill, 
Christian  Myers  and  Robert  Orr,  were  duly  elected  and  returned  to  be  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  next 
ensuing  the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  liOrd,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-five,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  fourth  day 

of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four, 

and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor :  CHARLES  M'CLURE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  names  of  the  Electors  be  called  over  by  the  Secretary,  from  the 
official  list  furnished  by  the  Executive,  to  ascertain  the  absentees,  if  any. 

Which  having  been  done,  it  was  ascertained  that  Christian  Kneass  and  Isaac  Ankeny 
were  not  in  attendance. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lehman  and  Mr.  Myers,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  was  twice  read,  considered,  and  adopted,  viz : 

Whereas,  Isaac  Ankeny  and  Christian  Kneass,  two  of  the  Electors  duly  chosen 
and  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  have,  from 
sickness  or  other  cause,  failed  to  attend  at  the  seat  of  government,  according  to  law : — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Electors  present  proceed  to  fill  the  said  vacancies  according  to 
the  thirty-first  section  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  July  2d,  1839. 
On  motion, 

Mr.  Sample  and  Mr.  Montgomery  were  appointed  tellers  to  officiate  at  the  election 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  Electors  to 
supply  the  vacancies  which  have  occurred  in  this  College. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lehman  and  Mr.  Camp,  the  following  resolution  was  read  twice 
and  agreed  to,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Electors  at  the  election  for  President  and  Vice  President,  and 
all  others,  vote  in  the  order  tliat  their  names  appear  in  the  ofiicial  list  furnished  by  the 
Executive,  and  that  the  names  be  called  by  the  Secretary  of  this  College. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lehman  and  Mr.  Smith, 

The  College  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  Christian 
Kneass. 
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Mr.  liehman  nominated  Horn  R,  Kueass  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
Whereupon,  the  Secretary  called  over  the  names  of  the  Electors,  and  it  appeared 
that  Horn  R.  Kneass  was  duly  elected  an  Elector  in  the  place  of  Christian  Kneass. 
The  College  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  Isaac  Ankeny. 

Mr.  Burke  nominated  Isaac  Hugus  of  the  county  of  Somerset. 
Whereupon,  the  Secretary  called  over  the  names  of  the  Electors,  and  it  appeared 
that  Isaac  Hugus  was  duly  elected  an  Elector  in  the  place  of  Isaac  Ankeny. 
On  motion,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  President  cause  the  names  of  Messrs.  Kneass  and  Hugus  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Governor,  as  the  duly  chosen  Electors,  to  fill  the  vacancies  which 
had  occurred  in  the  College. 
After  some  time, 
Mr.  Horn  R.  Kneass  and  Mr.  Isaac  Htigus  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  College,  and 
the  notices  received  from  the  Governor  by  them,  of  their  election,  were  read. 

Whereupon,  they  took  their  seats  as  members  of  the  Electoral  College. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr  and  Mr.  Sample, 

The  following  form  for  the  triplicate  certificates  of  the  election  of  President,  was 
read  and  adopted,  viz  : 

We,  the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  being  duly 
elected  and  appointed  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose  by  the  people  there- 
of, having  met  at  the  State  House,  in  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  said  State,  this  fourth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
proceeded  by  ballot  to  vote  for  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.    Whereupon,  it  appeared  that  had  votes. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said  Electors,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  and  affix- 
ed our  seals,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lehman  and  Mr.  Sharp, 

The  College  proceeded  to  ballot  for  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  votes  of  all  the  Electors  being  taken,  were  opened  and  severally  read  by  the 
President  of  the  College,  and  the  votes  and  tally  papers  corresponding,  it  appeared  that 
JAMES  K.   POLK,  of  Tennessee,  had  twenty-six  votes. 

The  President  of  the  College  then  declared  that  JAMES  K.  POLK,  of  Tennessee, 
had  twenty-six  votes  for  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shimer  and  Mr,  Hill, 

The  College  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  votes  of  all  the  Electors  being  taken,  were  opened  and  severally  read  by  the 
President  of  the  College,  and  the  votes  and  tally  papers  corresponding,  it  appeared  that 
GEORGE  M.  DALLAS,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  twenty-six  votes. 

Whereupon,  the  President  of  the  College  declared  that  GEORGE  M.  DALLAS, 
of  Pennsylvania,  had  twenty-six  votes  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  the  College  adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon  at  5  o'clock. 

SAME  DAY— 5  o'clock,  P,  M. 

The  College  re-assembled  agreeably  to  adjournment. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mr.  Heidenreich, 

The  following  form  for  the  envelopes  was  read  and  adopted,  viz  : 
"We,  the  Electors,  duly  elected  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  vote 
for  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  do  certify,  that  a  list  of  all  the 
votes  siven  for  President  and  Vice  President  is  contained  herein." 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred  and  Mr.  Mathews,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Electors  severally  proceed  to  sign  the  triplicate  certificates  of  the 
election  for  President  and  Vice  President,  agreeably  to  the  adopted  form. 
The  certificates  were  then  signed  as  follows,  viz : 

We,  the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  being  duly 
elected  and  appointed  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose  by  the  people  there- 
of, havinff  met  at  the  State  House,  in  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment  of  the  said  State,  this  fourth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  proceeded 
by  ballot  to  vote  for  a  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania. — 
Whereupon,  it  appeared  that  JAMES  K.  POLK  had  twenty-six  votes. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said  Electors,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  and  affix- 
ed our  seals,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 


WILSON  M'CANDLESS,  [l.  s.] 

ASA  DIMOCK,  [l.  s.] 

GEO.   F.  LEHMAN,  [l.  s.] 

WILLIAM  H.  SMITH,  [l.  s.] 

JOHN  HILL,  [l.  s.] 

SAMUEL  E.  LEECH,  [l.  s.] 

SAMUEL  CAMP,  [l.  s.] 

JESSE  SHARP,  [l.  s.] 

N.  W.  SAMPLE,  [l. 

WM.  HEIDENREICH,  [l. 

CONRAD  SHIMER,  [l. 

STEPHEN  BALDY,  [l. 

JONAH  BREWSTER,  [l. 


s.] 
s.] 
s.] 


G.  SCHNABEL,  [l.  s.] 
NATHANIEL  B.  ELDRED,   [l.  s.] 

W.   N.  IRVINE,  [l.  s.] 

JAMES  WOODBURN,  [l.  s.] 

HUGH  MONTGOMERY,  [l.  s.] 

JOHN  MATHEWS,  [l.  s.] 

WM.  PATTERSON,  [l.  s.] 

AND'W  BURKE,  [l.  s.] 

JOHN  M'GILL,  [l.  s.] 

CHRISTIAN  MYERS,  [l.  s.] 

ROBERT  ORR,  [l.  s.] 

HORN  R.  KNEASS,  [l.  s.] 

ISAAC  HUGUS,  [l.  s.] 


We,  the  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  being  duly 
elected  and  appointed  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose  by  the  people  there- 
of, having  met  at  the  State  House,  in  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  said  State,  this  fourth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  and  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
proceeded  by  ballot  to  vote  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania.     Whereupon,  it  appeared  that  GEORGE  M.  Dx\LLAS  had  twenty-six  votes. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  said  Electors,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  and  affix- 
ed our  seals,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 


WILSON  M'CANDLESS, 
ASA  DIMOCK, 
GEO.  F.  LEHMAN, 
WILLIAM  H.  SMITH, 
JOHN  HILL, 
SAMUEL  E.  LEECH, 
SAMUEL  CAMP, 
JESSE  SHARP, 
N.  W.  SAMPLE, 
WM.  HEIDENREICH. 
CONRAD  SHIMER, 
STEPHEN  BALDY, 
JONAH  BREWSTER, 


[L. 
[L. 
[L. 
[L. 

fe 
fe 

[l. 

[L. 
[L. 
[L. 


•] 


S.] 
S.] 
S. 

s._ 
s.] 
s.] 
s.] 
s.] 


:] 


G.  SCHNABEL,  [l.  s.] 
NATHANIEL  B.  ELDRED,    [l.  s.] 

W.  N.  IRVINE,  [l.  s.] 

JAMES  WOODBURN,  [l.  s.] 
HUGH  MONTGOMERY,      [l      " 

JOHN  MATHEWS,  [l.  s. 

WM.  PATTERSON,  [l.  s.] 

AND'W  BURKE,  [l.  s.1 

JOHN  M'GILL,  [l.  s.] 

CHRISTIAN  MYERS.  [l.  s.] 

ROBERT  ORR,  [l.  s.1 

HORN  R.  KNEASS,  [l.  s.1 

ISAAC  HUGUS,  [l.  s.] 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Irvine  and  Mr.  Schnabel,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  signatures  to  the  certificates 
and  the  envelopes,  and  see  that  all  the  Electors  have  severally  signed  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Irvine,  Brewster  and  Schnabel,  be  said  committee. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Dimock  and  Mr.  Brewster,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointetl  to  cause  the  lists  of  Electors,  and  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  to  be 
enclosed  in  the  proper  envelopes,  and  each  package  to  be  sealed  and  directed  as 
required  by  law. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Dimock,  Heidenreich  and  Orr,  be  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred  and  Mn  Hugus,  it  was 
Ordered^  That  Messrs.   Eldred,  Camp  and  Hugus,  be  a  committee  to  setde  and 
adjust  the  accounts  of  the  Electors,  and  the  expenses  of  the  College. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr  and  Mr.  Kneass,  it  was 
Resolved^   That   when   this    College  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet   to-morrow 
morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Myers,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  George  F.  Lehman,  one  of  the  Electors,  be  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  one  of  the  packages  containing  the  list  of  votes  of  this  Electoral  College, 
for  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Washington  City,  D.  C,  on  or  before 
the  first  Wednesday  in  .January  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lehman  and  Mr.  Camp,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  Conrad  Shinier  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  packages 
of  votes  and  certificates,  and  deliver  the  same  to  Archibald  Randall,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldred  and  Mr.  Woodbura, 
Mr.  Heidenreich  was  appointed  to  deliver  one  of  the  packages  of  certificates  directed 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Washington  City,  D.   C,  to  the 
Post  Master  at  the  seat  of  government  of  this  State. 
On  motion,  the  College  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  December  5,  1844. 

The  College  again  assembled  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

The  Journal  was  read,  and  the  names  of  the  Electors  called  over  by  the  Secretary ; 
when  it  appeared  that  all  the  members  of  the  College  were  present. 

Mr.  Eldred,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  accounts  of  the  Electors  and 
the  expenses  of  the  College,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  as  follows,  viz : 

The  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  report  that  they  have  setUed  the  respec- 
tive accounts  of  the  members  of  the  Electoral  College,  for  compensation  allowed  them 
by  law,  and  that  they  aye  respectively  entided  to  the  following  sums,  viz: 
Wilson  M'Candless, 
Asa  Dimock,    -         -         - 
George  F.  Lehman,  - 
Horn  R.  Kneass, 
William  H.  Smith,  - 
John  Hill, 

Samuel  E.  Leech,    - 
Samuel  Camp, 
Jesse  Sharp,     -         -         - 
N.  W.  Sample, 
William  Heidenreich, 
Conrad  Shimer, 
Stephen  Baldy, 
Jonah  Brewster, 

On  motion,  the  report  was  considered  and  adopted.  $791  00 
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George  Schnabel, 

-  $24  00 

N.  B.  Eldred, 

-       6  00 

W.  N.  Irvine, 

-     21  00 

James  Woodburn,     - 

-     15  00 

Hugh  Montgomery,  - 

-     24  00 

Isaac  Hugus,    - 

-     33  00 

John  Mathews, 

-     33  00 

William  Patterson,    - 

-     36  00 

Andrew  Burke, 

-     33  00 

John  M'Gill,    - 

-     48  00 

Christian  Myers, 

-     51  00 

Robert  Orr, 

-     36  00 

Contingent  Expenses, 

-     50  00 

^> 
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Mr.  Irvine,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  signatures  to  the  certifi- 
cates and  the  envelopes,  and  to  see  that  all  the  Electors  have  severally  signed  the  same, 
report  that  they  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  find  that  all  the  Electors  have  severally 
signed  the  number  of  certificates  and  envelopes  required  by  law. 
The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Mr.  Dimock,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  see  that  the  certificates  and  envelopes 
were  properly  sealed  and  directed,  reported  that  they  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  offer  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  any  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

The  Electors  (with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Lehman,)  having  signed  the  following  cer- 
tificate, the  same  was  delivered  to  him  by  the  Secretary  : 

State  Capitol  of  Pennsylvania,  > 

Electoral  College,  December  A,  1844.  5 

We,  the  undersigned,  Electors  for  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  do  certify,  that  George  F.  Lehman, 
one  of  the  Electors  of  the  Electoral  College  of  Pennsylvania,  is  hereby  appointed  to 
take  charge  of,  and  deliver  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  at 
Washington  City,  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  in  case  there 
shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  on  the  arrival  of  George 
F.  Lehman,  entrusted  with  the  list  of  votes  of  this  Electoral  College,  the  said  George 
F.  Lehman  shall  deliver  into  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  or  before  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  next,  one  of  the  packages  containing  the  list  of  votes  of  this 
Electoral  College,  for  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

WILSON  M'CANDLESS,  NATHANIEL  B.  ELDRED, 

ASA  DIMOCK,  W.   N.  IRVINE, 

WILLIAM  H.  SMITH,  JAMES  WOODBURN, 

JOHN  HILL,  HUGH  MONTGOMERY, 

SAMUEL  E.  LEECH,  JOHN  MATHEWS, 

SAMUEL  CAMP,  WM.  PATTERSON, 

JESSE  SHARP.  AND'W  BURKE, 

N.   W.  SAMPLE,  JOHN  M'GILL, 

WM.  HEIDENREICH,  CHRISTIAN  MYERS, 

CONRAD  SHIMER,  ROBERT  ORR, 

STEPHEN  BALDY,  HORN  R.  KNEASS, 

JONAH  BREWSTER,  ISAAC  HUGUS. 
G.  SCHNABEL, 

The  President  of  the  College  then  delivered  one  of  the  packages  containing  the  list 
of  votes  and  certificates  for  a  "President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States," 
directed  to  the  "President of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Washington  City,  D.  C." 
to  George  F.  Lehman  ;  and  one  other  directed  to  "Archibald  Randall,  Esq.,  Judge  of 
the  Eastern  District  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,"  to  Conrad  Shimer  ; 
and  the  remaining  package  addressed  to  the  "President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  Washington  City,  D.  C.,"  to  William  Heidenreich,  who  severally  gave  the 
following  receipts,  viz : 

Harrisburg,  December  5,  1844. 

Received  from  the  President  of  the  Electoral  College  of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania, 
certificates  of  the  votes  given  by  them  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  by  me  delivered  to  "the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,"  to  whom  the  same  is  directed,  before  the  first  Wednesday 
in  January  next.  In  case  there  shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment on  my  arrival  there,  I  will  deliver  into  the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or 
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before  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next,  one  of  the  packages  containing'  the  list  of 
votes  of  this  Electoral  College  for  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 

GEO.  F.  LEHMAN. 


Harrisburg,  December  5,  1844. 
Received  from  the  President  of  the  Electoral  College  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
certificates  of  the  votes  given  by  them  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  endorsed  "the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Washington 
City,  D.  C,"  and  enclosed  with  this  direction,  "Archibald  Randall,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Eastern  District  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,"  to  be  by  me  delivered  to 
the  said  Judge  within  ten  days  from  this  date. 

CONRAD  SHIMER. 

Harrisburg,  December  5,  1844. 
Received  from  the  President  of  the  Electoral  College  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
certificates  of  the  votes  by  them  given,  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  by  me  delivered  to  the  Post  Master  in  this  place,  to  be  forwarded  to  "the 
President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Washington  City,  D.  C,"  to  whom  the 
same  is  directed.  WM.  HEIDENREICH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Kneass,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  500  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  College  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr  and  Mr.  Shimer,  the  following  resolution  was  read,  considered 
and  adopted,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  required  to  file  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
College  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  that  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  said  proceedings  to  both  Houses  of  the  next  Legislature,  with  a 
view  of  having  them  placed  upon  their  Journals. 

The  President  having  called  Mr.  Dimock  to  the  chair  : 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Lehman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Patterson, 
and  having  been  read,  was  unanimously  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Electoral  College  are  hereby  tendered  to  Wilson 
M'Candless,  President,  and  John  J.  M'Cahen,  Secretary,  of  this  College,  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations  during 
the  silting  of  the  Electoral  College. 

The  President  then  resumed  the  chair,  and  addressed  the  College  as  follows,  viz  : 

Electors  : — I  thank  you  for  the  complimentary  resolution  just  passed.     I  thank 

you  for  the  honor  conferred  in  selecting  me,  with  all  my  parliamentary  imperfections, 

to  preside  over  your  deliberations  ;  and   I  should  be  wanting  in  sensibility,  were  I  to 

omit  the  opportunity  now  presented,  of  expressing  to  you  my  most  profound  gratitude. 

Some  of  you,  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  have  come  here  to  renew  the  covenant  of 
your  political  faith,  and  when  you  have  discharged  the  functions  delegated  to  you  by 
your  constituents,  will  return  home,  with  the  inflexible  resolution  never  to  depart  from 
the  precepts  of  the  Republican  fathers.  Others  of  you  have  grown  grey  in  the  service 
of  your  country,  and  that  country  has  sealed  its  approbation  of  your  conduct  and 
principles,  by  this  last  act  of  public  commendation.  In  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  you  have  deposited  your  ballots  in  favor  of  tried  and 
distinguished  Statesmen,  for  the  highest  offices  known  to  the  Constitution. 

That  their  administration  of  the  General  Government  will  redound  to  the  honor, 
prosperity,  and  glory  of  the  country,  we  have  a  guarantee  in  their  talents,  patriotism, 
and  eminent  public  services  ;  and  that  the  agriculture  and  manufactures  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  which  she  is  so  vitally  interested,  will  be  protected.,  we  have  the  assurance 
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in  the  recently  expressed  opinion  of  the  elected  Head  of  the  Nation,  "that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  government,  to  extend,  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so,  by  its 
revenue  laws,  and  all  other  means  within  its  power,  fair  and  just  prof ecfion  to  all  the 
ffreat  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  embracing  agricidhire,  manufactures^  the  me- 
chanic arts,  commerce,  and  navigation."  Reposing  with  confidence  in  this  political 
sentiment,  emanating  from  such  a  source,  our  good  old  Commonwealth,  burdened  as 
she  is  with  pecuniary  embarrassment,  will  go  on  her  way  rejoicing,  for  in  her  valleys 
and  upon  her  plains,  in  her  hills  and  her  mountains,  she  possesses  the  means  to  satisfy 
all  her  liabilities. 

Electors We  have  lately  passed  through  one  of  those  fiery  ordeals,  which  test 

the  stability  of  popular  governments.  The  contest,  characterised  by  great  excitement 
and  asperity  of  feeling,  has  been  concluded  without  riot  or  bloodshed,  and  in  peace  and 
tranquility.  The  hurricane,  which  but  yesterday,  swept  over  the  land,  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  the  calm  of  domestic  quiet  and  retirement.  The  result  is  a  beautiful  illus- 
tration of  our  political  system,  based,  as  it  is,  upon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
people.  Elsewhere,  revolution  and  anarchy,  would  have  been  the  inevitable  and  fatal 
consequences. 

I  congratulate  you,  Electors,  and  the  American  people,  upon  this  most  happy  con- 
summation. 

Tendering  you,  again,  my  thanks  for  your  urbanity  and  kindness  to  me  personally, 
and  for  the  assistance  you  haA'e  rendered  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  responsible  duties, 
I  bid  you  all  an  affectionate  Farewell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shimer  and  Mr.  Sharp, 

The  College  adjourned  sine  die. 

JOHN  J.  M'CAHEN,  Secretary, 


Doc.   No.   2, 

Annual  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Perkiomen  Turnpike  Com' 

pany. 


READ— Jani/ary  9,  1845. 


pHltAOfiLPHiA,  November  2Gi  1844* 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Dear  Sir  : — Annexed  I  hand  you  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  Gernianlowrt 
and  Perkiomen  turnpike  road  company,  for  the  year  ending  November  4th,  1844. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  N.  HARVEY, 
Treasurer. 
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An  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  Germantown  and  Perkiomen   turnpike  road 
company,  for  the  year  ending  November  4th,  1844. 

Received  for  tolls  &c.,  up  to  May,  1844,        -             -             -  -         $9,741   56 

"              "             "         Nov.      "            -             .             .  .           8,401   12 

"            interest  and  rents,  &c.,    "•--.-  473  67 

Deficiency  at  dividend,  November,  1843,        ...  $465  14 

Paid  for  repairs,  expenses,  &c.,  for  the  year,               -             -  7,897  10 

"-  dividends  in  May — 2,  1844,      -     "        -             -             -  ,'3.700  00 

44         .4             Nov-.— U,  1844,   -             -             -             .  3,945  00 

"  lax  on  dividend  in  Nov.  1843,  -             ••             -             -  137  20 

"          •'          ••          '  May,  1844,  -              -              -              -  274  80 

Surplus,     -             -             -  202   11 


Errors  excepted. 
Philadelphia,  November  26,  1844. 


$18,621  35  $18,021   35 
GEO.  N.  HARVEY,   Treasurer. 


Doc.  No.  3. 
Abstract  account  of  the  affairs  of  the  Reading  Railroad  Company. 


READ— January  9,   1845. 


Office  Philadelphia  and  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  > 
Philadelphia,  May  16,  1844.  5 

An  abstract  from  the  account  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  company, 
made  up  to  May  1,  1844,  showing  a  correct  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  and  loans  of  said  company,  for  which  certificates  have  been  issued  respectively, 
and  die  amount  of  debts  due  by  the  company ;  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the  third 
section  of  an  act,  entided  "x\  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  Act  to  autho- 
rize the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  company,' 
approved  April  25th,  1844." 
Amount  of  capital  stock,  for  which  certificates  have  been  issued,  shares 

40,200  at  $50,  ------  $2,010,000  00 

Amount  of  loans,  for  which  certificates  have  been  issued,  -  4,530,850  00 

Debts  due  by  the  company,      -..---  1,706,072  78 

$8,246,922  78 
City  of  Philadelphia,  ss.  ~ 

Samuel  Bradford,  treasurer  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  company, 
being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  is  a  just  and 
true  abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the  said  company,  made  up  to  May  1st,  1844. 

S.  BRADFORD,  Treasurer. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1844. 

PETER  HAY,  Alderman. 
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Doc.  No.  4. 
Annual  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Tioga  Navigation  Company. 


READ— January  9,  1845. 


Philadelphia,  December  31,  1844. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  the  Legislature,  the  annual  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Tioga  Navigation  company. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  RALSTON, 
President  T.  N.  Co. 


Statement  of  the  receipts  of  the  Tioga  Navigation  company,  from  January  1,  1844, 

to  December  31,  1844. 

For  tolls  on  lumber,  coal,  iron,  passengers,  merchandize  and 

miscellaneous  freight,       ...  .  -  -     $5,337  46 

Less  amount  ofl-sett  by  freighters,  on  account  of  scrip  of  the 

company  held  by  them,  -----  852  26 

$4,485  20 


$4,485  20 


The  expenses  incurred  by  said  company  for  the  same  time,  have  been 
For  repairs,  -  -  -  -  -  -     $1,962  49 

"  tax,      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  45  35 

"  incidental  expense,        -  .  .  .  _  539  90 

"  superintendence  and  officers  pay,  ...  400  00 

"  postage,  -  -  -  -  -  -  1514 


2,962  88 
Balance  on  hand,  .  .  -  _  -  1,522  32 


$4,485  20 


A.  G.  RALSTON, 

President. 
City  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  ss. 

Before  mc,  the  subscriber,  an  alderman  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  personally  ap- 
peared Ashbel  G.  Ralston,  president  of  the  Tioga  Navigation  company,  M'ho  being  duly 
sworn  according  to  law,  doth  declare  and  say,  that  the  Ibregoing  statement  is  correct 
and  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  thirty-first  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1844. 

PETER  HAY, 

Alderman. 
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Doc.  No.  5. 
Annual  Report  of  the  State  Treasurer  upon  the  Finances. 


READ— January  10,  1845. 


To  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representatives 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

Gentlemen  : — It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  State  Treasurer,  by  the  act  of  Assembly 
approved  the  16th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1832,  to  digest,  prepare,  and  lay  before  the 
General  Assembly,  at  the  commencement  of  every  session,  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
finances  of  the  commonwealth,  containing  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  fiscal  year,  and  plans  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  &c. 

In  pursuance  whereof,  the  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

This  report  will  be  confined  principally  to  the  subjects  immediately  connected  with 
the  financial  operation  of  the  government,  and  the  public  credit  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  several  reports  of  the  Auditor  General,  the  Canal  Commissioners,  Commission- 
ers of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  and  the  detailed  report  of  the  State  Treasurer, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  30th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1811,  will  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly of  the  24th  day  of  March  A.  D.  1843,  to  which  I  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to 
refer  you  for  information  in  relation  to  the  financial  operations  of  the  government. 

For  convenience,  and  by  way  of  reference,  I  have  caused  tabular  statements  to  be  made 
and  appended  hereto,  which  will  be  found  arranged  under  the  Ibllowing  heads,  to  wit : 

1.  The  amount  of  the  state  debt. 

2.  Amount  of  stocks  and  public  property. 

3.  The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1844. 

4.  An  estimate  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1845. 

5.  Appropriations,  and  balances  of  appropriations  remaining  unpaid  on  the  30th  day 
of  Nov.  1844,  and  that  will  likely  be  required  during  the  year  ending  30th  Nov.,  1845. 

By  reference  to  statement  marked  A,  hereto  annexed,  it  will  be  found  that  the  debt  of 
the  state,  on  the  30th  November,  1844,  including  the  loan  under  the  act  of  4th  May. 
1841,  and  the  certificates  of  loan  for  interest  on  1st  ot  August,  1842.  1st  February  and 
August  1843,  and  1st  February  and  August  1844,  amounts  to  forty  millions  seven  hun- 
dred and  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

Statement  marked  B,  shows  the  public  property  of  the  state,  and  stocks  held  in  vari- 
ous companies  of  the  state,  estimated  at  the  sum  of  thirty-one  millions  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

Statement  C,  contains  a  summary  exhibit  of  the  whole  of  the  receipts  at  the  Siat( 
Treasury,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  November,  1844,  amounting  to  two 
millions  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars 
and  fifty  three  cents. 

Statement  D,  exhibits  the  payments  made  under  various  heads,  during  the  same 
period,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  one  million  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

By  reference  to  statement  marked  E,  it  will  be  found  that  the  estimated  receipts  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  November,  1845,  are  three  millions  and  five  thousand 
dollars,  to  which  may  be  added  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on 
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the  30th  day  of  November,  1844;  and  also  the  sum  of  thh'ty-nine  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven  dollars,  available  balance  in  the  Canal  Treasury,  amounting  in 
all  to  the  sum  of  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

Statement  marked  F,  contains  an  estimate  of  the  payments  that  will  be  required  for 
the  same  period,  including  interest  on  state  loans,  &.C.,  amounting  to  three  millions  and 
sixty-one  thousand  and  thirteen  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

And  that  marked  G,  exhibits  the  appropriations,  and  balances  of  appropriations  under 
the  act  of  31st  May,  1844,  remaining  unpaid  on  the  30th  November,  1844.  The 
balance  of  the  loan  under  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  4th  of  May,  1841,  in  notes  issued 
by  the  several  banks  of  the  commonvv^ealth,  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  in  circula- 
tion on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1843,  was  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars — of  this  amount  there  has  been  paid  during  the 
financial  year,  by  the  cancellation  of  the  most  depreciated  and  defaced  of  said  notes, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Assembly,  at  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  thousand  and  eighty-seven  dollars,  and  the  notes  delivered  to 
the  Auditor  General  for  destruction  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  law,  which  said 
notes  were  cancelled  as  follows  : 

December  30,  1843,  .  .  -  .  $44,087  00 

January  31,  1844,  -  -  -  -  50,000   00 

February  29,  1844,  .  .  -  -  40,000  00 

March  30,  1844,     -  -  -  -  -  40.000  00 

June  29,  1844,         -----  50,000  00 

September  30,  1844,  -  .  -  -  50,000  00 


$274,087  00 


Being  notes  issued  by  the  following  banks,  to  wit : 

Erie  Bank.               .             .             .             .             -  $48,100  00 

Farmers' Bank  of  Lancaster,              -             ••             •■  8,600  00 

Lancaster  Bank,       -             -             -             -             -  9,000  00 

Moyamensing  Bank,  Philadelphia,   -             -              -  7,800  00 

York  Bank,              -....-  5,800  00 

Towanda  Bank,       -             -             -              -             -  4,900  00 

Berks  County  Bank,            -              ...             -  4,287  00 

Carlisle  Bank,          .             _             -             -             -  9,200  00 

Chambersbnrg  Bank,            -              •             -             -  9,800  00 

Harrisburg  Bank,     -----  12,500  00 

Northampton  Bank,               -             .             .             -  9,900  00 

Bank  of  Penn  Township,  Philadelphia,        -              -  12,100  00 

The  Farmers'  Bank  of  Reading,       -             -             -  10,372  00 

Columbia  Bank  and  Bridge  Company,           -             -  5,200  00 

Bank  of  Mi(klIelowii,            -_'-..  8,128  00 

Lebanon  Bank,        -----  3,500  00 

Bank  of  Lewislown,             -             .             -             -  12,800  00 

Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Philadelphia,    -  12,400  00 

Miners'  Bank  of  Pottsville,  -             -             -             -  11,100  00 

Farmers'  and  Drovers'  Bank,  Waynesburg,   -              -  3,800  00 

Merchants' and  Manufacturers' Bank,  Pittsburg,          -  14,800  00 

Exchange  Bank,  Pittsburg,                -              -             -  20,600  00 

Lancaster  County  Bank,      -             .             -             .  2,400  00 

Wyoming  Bank,     -             -             -             -             -  5,400  00 

Bank  of  Susquehanna  County,          -              -             -  5,300  00 

Gettysburg  Bank,    -----  4,200  00 

Bank  of  Northumberland,    -             -             -             -  5,800  00 

Monongahela  Bank,  Brownsville,     -             -             -  3,600  00 

West  Branch  Bank,              -             -             .             .  2,700  00 


$274,087  00 
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There  has  been  funded  by  the  Chester  County  Bank,  seventeen  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  by  the  Harrisburff  Bank,  one  thousand  and  forty-two  dollars  ; 
leaving  in  circulation  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1844,  of  said  notes,  one  million 
three  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars.  Of  this  sum, 
there  is  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars,  being  redeemable  at  the  following  banks, 
in  specie,  when  demanded,  to  wit : 

The  Bank  of  Northern  Liberties,  Philadelphia,  -  -  $70,000  00 

*'       "  Delaware  County,  .  .  .  .  43,057  00 

•'    Farmers' Bank  of  Bucks  County,  -  -  -  23,055  00 

*'    Bank  of  Germantown,  -----  35.524  00 


$171,630  00 


The  remainder  being  at  an  interest  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annu- 
ally at  the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  in  relation  to  the  cancellation  of  relief  notes,  has  a  happy 
influence  upon  the  currency,  and  takes  out  of  circulation  the  defaced  and  depreciated  of 
said  notes,  and  is  gradually  extinguishing  the  loan  under  which  they  were  issued,  and 
therefore  it  is  deemed  important  that  it  should  be  continued. 

The  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States,  deposited  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  June,  1836,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fourteen 
dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents,  is  not  included  in  the  statement  exhibiting  the  indebt 
edness  of  the  state,  no  interest  being  payable  thereon. 

There  remains  unpaid  of  the  certificates  issued  by  the  Auditor  General  to  domestic 
creditors,  under  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  7th  of  April,  1842,  and  subse- 
quent acts  of  Assembly,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  at  the  State 
Treasury  semi-annually,  the  sum  of  $104,384  93. 

There  has  been  paid,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  31st  May,  1844,  of 
the  domestic  debt,  to  bill  and  check-roll  creditors  of  the  commonwealth,  on  the  public 
improvements,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  has  nearly  extinguished  that  class 
of  debts.  There  may  remain  a  small  amount  yet  unpaid,  but  at  most  cannot  exceed 
six  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  best  information  that  could  be  obtained  on  the 
subject. 

there  has  been  paid,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  November,  1844, 
school  warrants  of  difterent  years  previous  to  the  school  year  commencing  1st  June, 
1844,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars  and  forty-one  cents,  leaving  yet  unpaid  and  outstanding  of  the  old  warrants, 
issued  before  tlie  passage  of  the  appropriation  bill  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
to  the  amount  of  thirty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  thirty- 
four  cents,  to  wit : 
The  whole  amount  of  school  warrants  issued  previous  to  the  present 

school  year,        -------     $2,821,336  22 

Amount  of  warrants  paid,   ------       2,789,053  88 

Outstanding  warrants,         ------  $32,282  34 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  schools,  for  school  year  1845,  -        $200,000  00 

Amount  of  warrants  paid  up  to  the  30th  Nov.  1844,  -  -  95,104  99 

Balance  remaining  unpaid,  -----        $104,895  01 

The  old  school  warrants  were  principally  received  from  the  county  treasurers  of  the 
several  counties,  having  been  in  most  cases  paid  by  them,  or  received  by  the  collectors 
of  taxes,  in  pursuance  of  a  public  notice  given  by  the  State  Treasurer  ni  the  year 
1843. 
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In  the  estimate  of  the  payments  to  be  made  at  the  State  Treasury,  during  the  finan- 
cial year  ending  30th  November,  1845,  is  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  included  for 
common  schools,  the  amount  appropriated  last  year  for  that  purpose  by  the  Legislature, 
which  may  probably  be  increased,  having  been  reduced  last  year  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  the  funds  in  the  Treasury. 

All  admit  the  great  importance  of  education,  and  that  some  general  system  should  ex- 
tend over  the  whole  commonwealth,  in  order  to  afTord  an  opportunity  for  all  our  youth 
to  get  an  education,  sufficient  at  least,  to  read  and  write. 

An  appropriation  less  than  that  mentioned  in  the  estimate  would  be  of  little  advantage, 
and  might  cause  the  system  to  go  down,  and  the  light  that  is  just  beginning  to  shine 
under  its  happy  influence,  to  become  extinct. 

The  institutions  of  learning  in  our  country  should  be  encouraged,  and  every  facihty 
within  our  means  afTorded  for  the  eduation  and  moral  instruction  of  the  rising  generation. 
Any  other  course  of  policy  might  have  a  tendency  to  endanger  the  stability  and  dura- 
tion of  our  free  institutions,  and  splendid  system  of  government. 

There  has  been  assessed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  of  the 
state,  for  state  purposes,  under  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  passed  for  that  purpose, 
to  wit:  The  act  of  the  11  th  June,  1840,  the  act  of  4th  May,  1841,  the  act  of  27th 
July,  1842,  and  the  latter  clause  of  the  thirty-fourth  section  of  the  act  of  the  29th  April, 
1844,  the  following  taxes,  viz  : 

For  the  year,    1841,              -             -             -             -  $416,79485 

"          "       1842,              ....  659,512  47 

"          "       1843,              ...              -  968,708  40 

Estimated  for  1844,  equal  to  1843,                -             -  968,708  40 

i 

From  this  deduct  for  collections,  exonerations,  &c.  10  per 
cent..     -  -  -- 


J,013,724  12 
301,372  40 


$2,712,351  72 


Amount  paid  into  Treasury  in  1841, 
"  "  1842^ 

"  "  1843, 

*'  "  1844, 


$33,292  77 
486,635  85 
553,911  38 
751,210  01 


1,825,050  01 
$887,301  71 


Showing  a  balance  of  outstanding  taxes,  after  making  ample  allowance  for  exonerations, 
collections,  &c.  as  above  stated,  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  one  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents ;  which  can  be  made  available  during  the 
financial  year,  if  proper  efibrts  are  made  for  the  collection  thereof,  and  payment  into  the 
State  Treasury. 

The  assessments  for  the  year  1845,  are  now  being  made,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the 
valuation  of  property,  &.c.  made  taxable  for  state  purposes,  will  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
year  1843.  if  not  greater;  which,  by  adding  one  mill  additional  to  the  tax.  as  contem- 
plated by  tlie  act  of  Assembly  of  the  29th  April,  1844,  will  raise  a  tax  of  one  million  four 
hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand  sixty-two  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  which  added  to  the 
outstanding  taxes,  amounts  to  $2,340,364  31. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  estimate  of  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1845.  there  is  an  item  of  twelve  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars  for  taxes  on  real  and  personal  estate,  which  at  first  sight,  may  appear 
large  ;  but  when  the  foregoing  statement  on  the  subject  is  carefully  examined,  it  may  be 
depended  upon  with  a  degree  of  certainty,  and  most  likely  will  exceed  that  amount  con- 
siderably. 

'I'here  is  a  further  reason  for  anticipating  that  a  large  amount  of  taxes  will  be  paid  in 
(luring  the  present  fiscal  year,  when  the  provision  of  the  fortieth  section  of  the  act  of  29th 
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April  is  taken  into  consideration,  which  compels  the  payment  of  interest,  where  tlie 
whole  amount  of  taxes  are  not  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  by  the  second  Tuesday  of 
January,  in  each  year. 

The  country  has  been  in  a  condition,  for  some  time  past,  which  made  it  difficult  to 
collect  taxes,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  indebtedness  hanging  over  it,  from  which  it 
is  now  considerably  relieved,  and  is  beginning  to  assume  a  new  and  more  healthy  condi- 
tion— from  which  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  collection  of  taxes  can  be  made  without 
much  difficidty  hereafter,  and  without  pressing  as  heavily  upon  the  producing  portion  of 
the  community  as  heretofore. 

It  is  believed,  and  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  that  the  taxes  to  be  assessed  and 
collected  for  the  year  1845,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  29th  April, 
1844,  together  with  the  revenue  froin  the  public  improvements,  should  they  remain 
unsold,  after  deducting  the  amount  required  for  the  ordinary  repairs  thereon,  if  prudently 
managed,  which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  the  case,  under  the  supervision 
of  our  able,  experienced  and  attentive  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  state,  will 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  state  loans. 

Should  the  public  improvements  be  sold  as  directed  by  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the 
29th  April,  1844,  and  approved  of  by  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  state,  by  their 
votes  at  the  late  election,  then  a  tax  of  two  mills  upon  the  valuation  of  real  and 
personal  property  made  taxable  for  state  purposes,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  interest 
on  the  remainder  of  the  state  debt,  which  will  be  reduced  at  the  time  the  M'orks  pass 
into  the  hands  of  the  company,  to  $25,703,866  89. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  said  act  it  is  provided,  "that  if  the  said  line  of  public 
works  shall  be  disposed  of  in  pursuance  of  said  act,  and  any  shares  of  stock  thereby 
created,  shall  remain  unsubscribed  for  the  space  of  two  years,  from  the  issuing  of 
letters  patent,  which  by  the  fifth  division  of  the  second  section  of  the  act,  may  be 
issued  upon  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  shares  being  subscribed  and  paid  for  as 
therein  specified,  then  and  in  that  case  the  company  incorporated  in  pursuance  of  said 
act,  shall  subscribe  and  pay  for  such  shares  of  stock  as  remain  untaken,  and  on  failure 
to  do  so,  the  said  company  shall  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer,  for  tlie  use  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, five  percent,  per  annum  on  the  stock  remaining  unsubscribed;"  which  will, 
in  either  case,  leave  the  amount  of  debt  upon  which  interest  will  be  payable  by  the 
state,  twenty  millions  seven  hundred  and  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six 
dollars  and  eighty- nine  cents,  (820,703.866  89)  which  at  five  per  cent,  will  amount 
annually  to  one  million  thirty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents. 

By  reference  to  the  estimated  amount  of  tax  that  will  be  raised  from  real  and  personal 
estate  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  29th  April,  1844,  it  will  be  ascertained  that  it 
will  exceed  the  amount  of  interest  payable  by  the  state,  after  deducting  tlie  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  main  line  of  the  public  works,  (should  a  sale  take  place)  exclusive  of 
the  tax  on  corporation  stocks,  which  is  also  pledged  by  said  act  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  public  debt. 

The  tax  for  state  purposes  might  then  be  reduced,  should  it  be  found  oppressive,  but 
it  would  be  advisable  to  continue  it,  and  set  apart  the  surplus  as  a  sinking  fund  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debt. 

In  either  event  there  will  be  a  heavy  indebtedness,  and  such  as  will  require  rigid 
economy,  prudent  legislation,  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to 
overcome. 

This  state  of  things  having  been  brought  about  by  the  legislation  of  the  people, 
through  their  representatives  in  by-gone  years,  for  purposes  that  were  judged  to  be  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  state,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  citizens  thereof  to  meet  the 
difficulty  in  the  proper  spirit  and  aid  in  relieving  the  commonwealth  therefrom,  and 
placing  her  in  the  exalted  position  she  heretofore  maintained. 

In  taking  a  view  of  the  legislation  during  the  period  the  public  improvements  were 
being  constructed,  it  is  important  to  take  into  consideration  the  situation  and  condition 
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of  the  country,  with  reference  to  its  means  of  transit  by  canals  or  railroads  or  other- 
wise. 

It  was  not  until  the  main  line  of  our  public  improvements,  by  canals  and  railroads 
was  completed,  connecting  the  two  great  cities  and  commercial  points  of  the  state  and 
opening  up  a  cheap  and  rapid  mode  of  transporting  heavy  articles  from  one  point  to 
another,  and  the  products  of  the  soil  to  market,  that  a  degree  of  equilibrium  in  the  price 
of  staple  commodities  and  landed  property  over  the  several  portions  of  the  state,  was 
produced. 

This  of  itself  has  been  of  vast  importance  to  the  citizens  of  the  state,  and  in  many 
instances  the  advantages  derived  from  the  public  improvements  fully  remunerate,  for  the 
taxes  required  in  consequence  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  state,  growing  out  of  their  con- 
struction. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  state  has  gained  an  importance  and  standing  that  she  could 
not  have  otherwise  attained,  her  resources  and  mineral  wealth  have  become  in  some 
degree  developed,  large  tracts  of  land  remaining  in  the  state  of  nature,  have  been  im- 
proved and  cultivated,  others  abounding  with  coal,  which  until  the  public  improvements 
were  constructed  were  of  little  value,  have  now  become  of  vast  importance  and  great 
value,  and  also  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  state. 

Without  the  advantage  of  the  public  improvements  such  as  have  been  constructed,  the 
iron  manufactures  in  this  state  could  not  have  been  able  to  have  successfully  competed 
with  those  of  other  states,  having  the  advantage  of  public  improvements,  and  conse- 
quently would  have  gone  down,  so  far  at  least  as  they  depend  upon  foreign  market  and 
consumption,  and  much  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  state  would  have  been  of  litde 
iiiTportance  or  value. 

The  system  of  public  improvements  by  the  state  has  created  a  large  debt,  and  in 
order  to  be  able  to  meet  the  interest  thereon,  a  heavy  tax  is  required,  which  at  this  time 
operates  severely  upon  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  citizens,  owing  to  the  depressed 
state  of  tHe  markets  for  produce — yet  they  are  found  amongst  the  very  last  to  murmur 
against  contributing  their  part  by  taxation,  towards  sustaining  the  honor  and  credit  of 
the  state.  They,  however,  expect  and  require  a  faithful  discharge  of  official  duties  by 
those  who  may  have  charge  of  the  collection  and  application  of  the  public  money, 
whether  raised  by  taxation  or  otherwise. 

It  must  be  evident  to  the  mind  of  every  person  that  has  examined  the  subject  of  tax- 
ation, that  as  a  general  rule,  the  system  of  taxation  for  any  and  every  purpose,  operates 
severely  upon  the  farming  portion  of  the  community.  It  is  ascertained,  clearly,  that 
the  profits  upon  the  investment,  even  when  managed  with  great  prudence,  are  much 
less  than  that  from  the  same  amount  invested  in  mercantile  and  other  active  business 
operations  of  the  country.  At  the  present  time  there  are  but  few  farms  that  yield  a  clear 
annual  profit  of  more  than  three  per  cent.,  and  a  large  portion  fall  greatly  below  that 
sum.  It  is,  therefore,  highly  important  that  all  other  objects  of  taxation  should  be  made 
to  contribute  towards  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  state.  The  State  Trea- 
surer would,  therefore,  suggest  to  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  enquiring  whether  an 
additional  amount  might  not,  with  propriety,  be  raised  from  auction  duties. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  revenue  received  from  this  item  during  eight  years, 
commencing  with  1825  and  ending  with  1832,  inclusive,  the  average  amount  received 
by  the  commonwealth  annually,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents,  ($128,891  54,)  and  that  during 
the  twelve  years,  commencing  with  1833  and  ending  with  1844,  the  average  amount 
received  annually,  was  only  seventy  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars 
and  forty-eight  cents,  ($70,537  48).  This  is  a  subject  of  considerable  importance, 
and  in  examining  into  it,  the  amount  of  duties  levied  in  other  states  should  be  taken 
into  consideration,  in  order  that  the  advantage,  if  any,  should  be  in  favor  of  the  busi- 
ness community  of  this  state. 

In  the  state  of  New  York  the  revenue  from  vendue  duties  in  the  year  1841  amounted 
to  two  hundred  and  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  eleven  cents, 


ON  THE  FINANCES  OF  THE  STATE.  19 

($200,702  11,)  and  in  the  year  1843,  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
thousand  one  liundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  two  cents,  ($161,123  02,)  but  the 
great  amount  of  importations  into  the  city  of  New  York  may,  to  some  extent,  account 
for  the  large  revenue  received  in  that  state  from  auction  duties. 

By  reference  to  the  estimated  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the  state  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  the  30th  day  of  November,  1845,  it  will  be  ascertained,  that  should  the 
receipts  as  estimated  be  realized,  which  have  been  made  with  nnich  care,  and  under 
the  entire  belief  the  amount  is  not  too  great,  tliere  will  be  a  Mn-jilus  of  $447,335  32 
over  the  payment  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  the  interest  on  the  state 
loans,  and  cancellation  of  relief  notes  as  required  by  law. 

Notwithstanding  the  accomplishment  of  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  tlie  state  loans, 
and  establishment  of  state  credit  on  a  firm  basis,  further  efforts  are  required,  in  order 
to  gradually  reduce  the  state  debt,  and  by  that  means  relieve  the  citizens  of  the  state 
from  the  burthen  of  taxation.  'J'o  accomplish  this  desirable  object,  some  mode  should 
be  adopted  to  raise,  annually,  a  fund  to  be  set  apart  as  a  linking  fiunU  to  be  applied 
from  time  ^time  towards  the  payment  of  the  state  debt. 

The  State  Treasurer,  in  his  financial  report  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session, 
urged  the  importance  of  creating  a  sinking  fund  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  state 
debt,  and  for  that  purpose  recommended,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  a 
moderate  tax  upon  anthracite  coal :  and  still  considering  it  important  to  keep  this  item 
in  view,  believing  that  from  this  source  much  of  the  existing  state  debt  will  in  time  be 
paid,  the  subject  is  therefore  very  respectfully  submitted  at  this  time  to  the  Legislature 
for  consideration. 

The  anthracite  coal  of  Pennsylvania  is  of  incalculable  value ;  but  litde  of  this  coal  has 
been  discovered  in  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  The  increase  in  mining  operations 
and  consumption  of  this  article  is  immense,  and  as  yet  only  in  a  state  of  infancy. 

The  amount  of  tonnage  shipped  from  Schuylkill  county  alone,  this  season,  exceeds 
the  whole  amount  raised  at  all  the  mines  in  the  state,  in  the  year  1840,  as  returned  by 
the  marshals. 

The  amount  of  tonnage  from  the  state,  this  season,  that  reached  a  market,  exceed  one 
and  an  half  millions  of  tons,  up  to  the  1st  December,  to  wit: 

Schuylkill, 802,000 

Lehigh,        -....---  370,000 

Lackawanna,             ._...--  225,000 

Pinegrove,                  ..-.---  34,000 

Susquehanna,           .....----  80,000 


1,511,000 


Showing  an  increase  in  four  years,  of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent. 

A  tax  of  only  ten  cents  per  ton,  on  the  amount  sent  to  market  this  season,  would  raise 
a  revenue  to  the  state  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ;  but  double  that  amount 
might  be  raised  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  taxation,  and  at  the  same  proportionate  increse  of 
'tonnage  as  has  been  for  the  last  five  years.  In  the  space  of  five  or  six  years,  a  revenue 
might  be  raised  therefrom,  annually,  of  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  duty  paid  on  the  manufactured  salt  of  the  state  of  New  York,  has  afforded  a 
revenue  to  that  state,  on  an  average,  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  annually,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  thousand,  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents,  ($156,066  57).  Up 
to  the  year  1834,  the  duty  was  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  bushel,  and  produced  a  reve- 
nue in'l833,  of  two  hundred  and  tv/enty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
and  seventy -five  cents.  In  1834  the  duty  was  reduced  to  six  cents  per  bushel,  and  in 
1841  yielded  a  revenue  of  $200,446  14.  Might  not  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
diminishing  the  heavy  debt  hanging  over  the  state,  raise  a  moderate  revenue  Ironi 
anthracite  coal.'' 
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The  act  of  Assembly  of  tlie25lh  April,  1844,  entitled  "-An  Act  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  system  of  the  commonwealth,  and  provide  a  more  rigid  mode  for  the 
collection  of  the  militia  fines,"  has  not  yet  been  fully  tested;  but  from  what  is  known 
of  its  operation,  it  is  believed,  that  should  the  provisions  of  said  act  be  faithfully  carried 
out,  the  fines  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  militia,  and 
that  the  State  Teeasury  will  be  relieved  thereby  from  the  payment  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  and  upwards,  annually.  There  is  due  the  South wark  Bank,  on  charter  loan, 
redeemable  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1843,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The 
bank  owes  the  commonwealth,  for  taxes  on  dividends  and  corporation  stocks,  which 
they  have  credited  the  commonwealth  on  account  of  said  loan,  as  follows  : 

Balance  of  tax  for  the  year  1842,  .  -  .  _  $1,806  87 

Tax  for  the  year  1843,  .  .  _  .  _  3,296  00 

"  "  1844,  .-..-..  3,668  80 


$8,771   67 


An  appropriation  should  be  made  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  payment  of  the  balance 
of  said  loan  and  interest  due  them,  after  deducting  the  above  $8,771  67,  due  the  com- 
monwealth. 

The  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  state  loans,  August  1842,  and  since,  by  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  has  increased  that  item  of  indebtedness  ;  and  the  suspension  of  money 
payments,  although  unavoidable,  was  much  regretted;  but  during  the  intervening  time, 
there  has  been  a  large  domestic  debt  paid,  which  was  of  such  a  character,  as  to  require 
some  provision  by  the  Legislature  to  meet  it. 

The  halls  of  legislation  were  surrounded  bv  persons  having  claims  on  the  state, 
unpaid  and  unprovided  for,  urging  that  provision  should  be  made  for  their  payment  5 
and  in  many  instances,  the  property  of  the  claimants  had  been  seized  upon  by  the  offi- 
fers  of  the  law,  and  without  provisions  being  made  for  the  payment  of  their  claims  on 
the  state,  they  would  have  been  made  bankrupt. 

The  Legislature  made  provision,  at  different  times,  for  the  payment  of  those  claims 
Avhich  have  been  discharged,  excepting  a  small  amount,  which  can  be  met  without  any 
difiiculty  as  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  hereafter,  or  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
government.  There  has  been  paid  within  the  period  of  about  two  and  an  half  3'ears, 
of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  state,  including  the  loan  of  4th  May,  1841,  by  cancellation 
of  relief  notes,  over  two  and  an  half  millions  of  dollars,  to  wit : 

Domestic  creditors'  certificates,   -----  $1,566,665  56 

Land  and  other  damages  on  public  improvements,              -              -  36,027  10 

Bill  and  check-roll  creditors,        -             -             .             .             -  260,000  00 

Loan  of  4th  May,  1841 — cancellation,     -             -             -             -  782,087  00 

Special  acts,  &c'.,  &c.,  -             ...             .             .             -  25,684  00 


2,670,463  66 


The  condition  of  tlie  financial  afiliire  of  the  slate  at  this  tiuic,  when  contrasted  with 
1842,  is  very  much  improved.  During  a  portion  of  that  year,  the  state  loans  were 
selling  in  market  for  less  than  forty  dollars  on  the  hundred;  the  currency  greatly  de- 
ranged ;  discoimt  on  the  relief  notes,  and  some  of  the  demand  notes  of  the  banks  of 
the  state,  ten,  fifteen,  and  in  some  instances,  twenty  per  cent,  and  the  whole  country  in 
a  state  of  alarm  and  depression. 

The  gloom  that  was  for  a  time  overshadowing  the  financial  oj)eraUons  of  the  state, 
lias,  to  some  degree,  passed  away,  in  which  there  has  been  a  gradual  and  firm  improve- 
ment, and  also  in  I)usiness  generally — from  which  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  a 
more  pleasing  state  of  things,  as  well  in  the  financial  condition  of  the  state,  as  the  con- 
dition of  the  citizens  thereof  generally. 
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In  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  of  the  29th  April,  1844. 
entitled  "An  Act  to  reduce  the  State  debt,  &c.,"  the  State  Treasurer  has  fixed  the 
eighteenth  day  of  February  next,  for  the  meeting  of  the  revenue  commissioners,  and 
issued  his  circular  to  the  president  judges,  respecting  their  appointment;  and  also  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  requesting  them  to  make  return  of  the  assess- 
ment as  required  by  said  act. 

The  laws,  pledging  certain  revenue  of  the  state,  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 
state  loans,  have  never  been  repealed  ;  but  by  the  appropriation  bills,  &c.  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  in  the  years  1842,  1843  and  1844,  the  funds  were  directed  to  be 
applied  to  other  objects,  and  the  interest  provided  for  by  the  issuing  of  certificates  ol 
loan.  As  the  laws  now  stand,  the  pledged  revenue  for  that  purpose,  and  whicli  is 
contained  in  the  estimate  of  receipts  for  tlie  fiscal  year,  ending  30tli  November,  1845. 
is  as  follows : 

Estimated  receipts  from  Tax  on  real  and  personal  property,  &c..  -     $1,200,000 

"  '"  Auction  duties,  -  „  .  .  75,000 

"  "  Tax  on  corporation  stocks,        ....  75.000 

'•  "  Collateral  inheritance  tax,  -  -  -  30,000 

"  "  Canal  and  railroad  tolls,  after  deducting  repairs  and 

motive  power,      -  -  -  -  759,000 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  pledged  revenue  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  slate 
loans,  estimated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  November,  1845,  is  more  than  will  be 
required  for  interest  during  that  period. 

That  there  will  still  remain  of  taxes  uncollected,  after  deducting  the  amount  above 
estimated  to  be  received  for  state  tax,  one  million  of  dollars  and  upwards,  towards  the 
interest  of  the  next  year,  leaving  the  question  as  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
state  loans  hereafter  settled  beyond  any  doubt,  unless  some  unexpected  occurrence- 
should  take  place. 

The  item  of  state  loans  and  transfer  of  state  stocks,  owing  to  the  large  amount, 
constitutes  an  important  part  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  state  government. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  14th  April,  1835,  the  Auditor  General  was 
authorized  and  required  to  remove  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  all  the  books  in  his 
office  pertaining  to  the  several  stock  loans  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  bank  to  keep  a  record  and  entry  of  all  transfers  as  was  required  to  be  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General,  and  to  furnish  a  list  to  the  Auditor  General 
previous  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  December  in  each  year,  of  the  holders  and  amount 
held  by  each,  as  may  appear  by  the  books  on  the  1st.  November,  anmially. 

The  certificates  of  loan  since  that  period  have  been  made  by  law.  transferable  on  the 
books  of  the  Auditor  General,  or  at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  exception  of 
those  issued  for  interest  on  the  funded  debt,  August  1,  1842,  and  February  1,  and  August 
1,  1843,  which  are  only  transferable  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  General. 

There  are  in  all  thirty-five  different  loans  under  the  various  acts  of  Assembly  reim- 
bursable at  different  periods,  each  loan  requiring  a  separate  set  of  books  and  accounts 
to  be  kept.  The  State  Treasurer  has  considered  it  proper  to  direct  the  attenti(ni  o( 
the  Legislature  to  this  subject,  as  one  of  importance  and  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  operation  in  regard  to  die  transfer  of  loans,  calculations  and  payment  of  interest 
thereon,  would  be  greatly  simplified  and  divested  of  complication,  by  a  consolidation 
of  the  several  loans  of  the  same  rate  of  interest,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
government,  at  such  time  as  might  be  deemed  most  advisable,  if  it  can  be  so  accom- 
plished without  operating  against  the  interest  of  the  holders  of  stock. 

The  large  amount  of  state  loans,  and  frequent  transfer  of  stocks,  &c.,  the  interest 
of  the  state  and  loanholders  would  seem  to  require  that  the  stock  books,  transfer 
thereof,  &c.,  should  be  placed  under  the  care  and  management  of  an  officer  of  the 
government  at  Harrisburg;  either  the  Auditor  General  or  some  competent  person 
selected  for  that  purpose,  as  the  Legislature  might  direct. 
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The  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  this  month,  and  which  can 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  state  loans,  due  and  payable  on  the 
first  day  of  February  next,  is  seven  hundred  and  ninety-  seven  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixteen  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  to  wit : 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  Nov.  1844,  -       $663,851  88 

Less,  unavailable,      -  -  -  -  -  6, 117  00 

8657,734  88 

Balance  of  receipts  at  the  Treasury  in  the  month  of  Dec. 

over  disbursements,  -  -  -  -  -  138,714  95 


Making  the  sum  of  -  -  -  -  -  -  796,449  83 

In  the  above  sum  there  is  fifty  thousand  dollars  that  is  laid  aside  in  the  Treasury  for 
cancellation,  which  will  be  cancelled,  should  it  not  be  directed  by  the  Legislature  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  due  on  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

There  will  be  received,  during  the  month  of  January,  over  the  ordinary  payments  at 
the  Treasury,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  making  the 
amount  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  interest  then  due  $896,449  83,  provided  the  Legislature  think  proper  to  direct  the 
above  mentioned  $50,000  to  be  applied  for  that  purpose,  otherwise  the  amount  will  be 
eight  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  eighty- 
three  cents. 

The  whole  amount  required  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  due  on  the  first  February 
next,  on  the  funded  debt,  is  $873,515  06,  leaving  a  small  deficiency  to  meet  the 
interest  then  due  on  the  funded  debt,  exclusive  of  the  above  mentioned  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  but  including  tliat  sum  it  will  exceed  the  amount  required  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  funded  debt,  $22,934  77. 

There  will  be  due  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  of  interest  on  the  certificates 
issued  for  interest,  the  sum  of  ninety-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
eighty-four  cents,  ($97,880  84). 

It  is  believed  that  by  applying  the  fifty  thousand  dollars,  before  mentioned,  to  the 
payment  of  interest,  the  whole  might  be  met,  including  that  due  on  the  certificates  for 
interest,  by  the  time  it  would  be  required,  as  it  takes  some  time  to  pay  out  the  whole 
of  the  interest,  and  it  is  not  called .  for,  in  some  instances,  for  a  considerable  time  after 
it  is  due  ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  the  entire  amount  should  be 
ready  on  the  first  day  of  February. 

Should  the  Legislature  consider  it  important  to  have  the  whole  amount  required  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  including  that  due  on  the  certificates  for  interest,  ready  on  the 
first  day  of  February,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  the  balance  can  be  had  on  tempo- 
rary loan,  payable  out  of  the  first  revenue  received  over  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
government,  provided  the  Legislature  so  direct. 

Should  the  Legislature  decide  against  authorizing  such  loan,  for  the  purpose  of  accom- 
plisliiiig  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  the  interest  then  due,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  State 
Treasurer  that  it  would  be  important  to  direct  the  interest  due  on  the  first  February 
next  on  the  funded  debt  to  be  paid,  and  let  the  balance,  being  the  interest  on  the  cer- 
tificates lor  interest,  remain  until  funds  are  received  to  meet  it. 

I  would  very  respectfully  suggest  lo  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  discontinuing  the 
practice  adopted  by  former  Legislatures,  of  issuing  certificates  for  interest  on  the  state 
debt,  if  it  should  again  happen  that  there  was  not  i'unds  to  meet  the  interest  when  due, 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not  be  the  case. 

If  the  system  should  be  continued,  it  will,  from  the  nature  of  things,  create  confu- 
sion and  dilhculty,  and  have  a  tendency  to  depress  the  price  of  state  stock,  as  it  will 
consequently  throw  into  market  a  large  number  of  small  certificates,  increase  the  state 
debt  with  great  rapidity,  and  cause  results  disastrous  in  their  character. 
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It  would  be  decidedly  better  to  pay  such  per  cent,  on  the  interest,  when  due,  as  the 
funds  in  the  Treasury  will  warrant,  if  it  should  happen  at  any  time  that  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  whole,  and  postpone  the 
balance  until  sufficient  funds  were  received,  or  make  some  general  provision  by  which 
the  deficiency  could  be  obtained  on  temporary  loan,  payable  out  of  the  first  revenue 
received,  than  to  issue  certificates  for  interest  in  whole  or  in  part. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  State  Treasurer  it  would  be  proper,  and  highly  important  for 
the  Legislature  to  make  some  general  provision  by  law,  giving  the  Governor  or  State 
Treasurer  power  to  raise  by  temporary  loan,  or  otherwise,  for  the  special  purpose  oi 
paying  the  interest  on  the  state  loans,  any  deficiency  that  might  happen  to  be  in  the 
amount  of  funds  in  the  Treasury,  to  meet  the  interest  at  any  period  when  the  same 
became  due,  (should  a  deficiency  at  any  time  happen,)  the  amount  so  raised  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  first  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury  thereafter. 

It  is  believed  that  this  would  insure  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  hereafter, 
which  is  a  matter  of  very  great  importance  to  the  loanholders,  and  also  the  credit  of 
the  state. 

JOB  MANN,   State  Treasurer. 


[  FOR  TABULAR  STATEMENTS— SEE  NEXT  PAGE.] 
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TABULAR  STATEMENTS. 


Statement,  shoiving  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  December, 

A.  D.  1844,  to  wit: 

PUBLIC    DEBT. 

Permanent  loans,  at  5  per  cent,  interest,              ..             _             _  $32,881,662  01 

"                4^      "              "      -             -             -              -  200,000  00 

"                6       "              "      -             -             -             -  1,730,653  37 

Certificates  of  loan  for  interest  on  the  funded  debt,  August  1,  1842, 

and  February  and  August,  1843,  6  per  cent.    -             -             -  2,606,333  03 

Ditto,  for  interest  on  February  1,  and  August  1,  1844,  at  5  per  cent.  1,847,040  48 

Loan  per  act  of  4th  May,  1841,              .             .             .             _  1,438,17800 


$40,703,866  89 


B. 

Statement  of  public  property,  stocks,   ^c,  belonging  to  the  Commonivealth,  1st 

December,  1844,  to  tvit : 

Invested  in  the  Pennsylvania  canals  and  railroads,  constructed  by  the 

state,             --.....  $28, 623;  410  06 
Public  buildings  and  grounds  at  the  seat  of  government,  Harrisburg, 

estimated,     ---..---  250,000  00 

Money  due  on  lands,  estimated,              .             .             _             .  200,000  00 

State  arsenals,  powder  magazines,  &c.,               _             .             _  100,000  00 
Stocks  held  by  the  state  m  turnpike,  canal,  railroad  and  navigation 

companies,    .---.-.  2,025,351   37 


$31,198,761  43 
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C. 

Summary  Statement  of  the  Receipts  at  the  State  Treasury^  from  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843,  to  the  30th  of  November,  1844,  both  days  inclusive. 

A.  Lands,     ------  $12,027  27 

B.  Auction  commissions,       -                           -              .  24,220  00 

C.  Auction  duties,     -----  68,145  41 

D.  Tax  on  bank  dividends,    -             -             -             -  46,705  55 

E.  Tax  on  corporation  stocks,             .              -             .  52,379  88 

F.  Tax  on  real  and  personal  estate,     -             -             -  751,210  01 

G.  Tavern  licenses,  -  -  -  -  -  40,150  94 
H,  Retailers'  licenses,  .  -  _  .  64,847  75 
I.  Pedlars'  licenses,  -  .  -  .  1,483  93 
J.  Brokers'  licenses,  -  .  -  .  6,460  12 
K.  Pamphlet  laws,  -  -  -  -  -  338  34 
L.  Tax  on  writs,  -  -  -  -  -  32,921  88 
M.  Tax  on  certain  offices,  -  -  -  -  1,833  54 
N.  Collateral  inheritance  tax,  -  -  21,631  96 
0.  Canal  and  railroad  tolls,  -  -  -  1,164,325  84 
P.  Loans,  slocks  and  dividends,  -•  -  26,075  96 
Q.  United  States,  -  -  -  -  -  7,425  68 
R.  Nicholson  estate,  ..  -  -  _  650  68 
S.  Enrolment  of  charters,  -  -  .  -  1,100  00 
T.  Tax  on  salaries,  -  -  -  -  -  225  70 
U.  Militia  and  exempt  fines,  -  -  -  1,165  93 
V.  Escheats,  -  -  -  -  -  500  00 
W.  Sales  of  public  property,  -  -  -  3,431  28 
X.  Fees  of  the  Auditor  General's  Office,  -  -  44  87 
Y.    Miscellaneous,     -----  2,463  01 


$2,331,765  53 
Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Dec.  1,  1843.  459,471  50 


-82,791,237.03 
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D. 


Summary  Statement  of  Payments  at  the  State  Treasury,  during  the  fiscal  year 
commencing  December  1st,  1843,  ajid  ending  30th  November,  1844,  inclusive, 
under  various  appropriations,  viz : 


Per  act  of  29th 

Per  act  of  31st 

Total. 

Sept.,  1843,  and 

May,  1844. 

special  acts. 

Paid  Comm.  of  Internal  Imp.  Fund,  viz  : 

Maintenance  of  motive  power,  special. 

$222,716  37 

Salaries,  lock-keepers,  collectors,  &c.. 

24,480 

07 

$35,000 

00 

Ordinary  repairs,  act  of  8th  April,  1843, 

12,453 

90 

"               "  19th  March,  1844, 

60,000 

00 

"               "  31st  May,  1844, 

113,941 

57 

Check-roll  and  bill  creditors. 

200,000 

00 

Trucks,  repairs,  &c.. 

21,500 

28 

Rebuilding  and  repairing  bridges, 

18,280 

45 

Extraordinary  repairs. 

5,453 

44 

Repairs  after  1st  December,  1844, 

5,300 

00 

$719,126  08 

Expenses  of  government, 

179,516 

48 

74,936 

63 

254,453  11 

Militia  expenses, 

15,541 

01 

3,610 

15 

19,151   16 

Pensions  and  gratuities. 

18,975 

27 

16,394 

33 

35,369  60 

Common  schools. 

165,666 

41 

95,104 

89 

260,771   30 

Colleges,  academies  and  female  semi- 

naries. 

6,789 

58 

6,789  58 

Institution  for  the  instruction  of  blind. 

8,000 

00 

4,356 

65 

"                     Deaf  and  dumb, 

5,500 

00 

5,500 

00 

23,356  65 

Loans,  special  acts, 

20,269 

10 

20,269   10 

Interest  on  loans, 

39,762 

74 

10,780 

00 

50,542  74 

Penitentiaries, 

308 

00 

13,000 

00 

13,308  00 

House  of  Refuge, 

4,000 

00 

4,000  00 

Nicholson  lands. 

600 

21 

600  21 

Geological  survey. 

2,200 

00 

2,200  00 

Public  ground,  buildings  and  water. 

966 

56 

157 

00 

1,123  56 

Damages,  special  acts, 

3,035  00 

State  liibrary. 

1,894 

00 

1,200 

00 

3,094  00 

Domestic  creditors, 

24,996 

81 

70,840 

54 

95,857  35 

Huntingdon  breach,  special  acts. 

52,700 

00 

52,700  00 

Cancelled  relief  notes, 

174,087 

00 

100,000 

00 

274,087  00 

Miscellaneous, 

3,705 

46 

2,253 

39 

"         Premiums  on  silk, 

62 

71 

"         Convention  to  amend  Con- 

stitution, 

47 

00 

"         Conveying  fugitives,  &c.. 

1,264 

97 

"         Escheats, 

237 

18 

7,570  71 

$1,847,385  15 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  1st  December,  18 

44, 

663,851 

88 

Unavailable^  deposite  in  United  States  Bank 

? 

280,000 

00 

943,851   88 

$2,791,237  03 
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E. 

Estimate  of  the  Revenue  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  current  fiscal  year, 

ending  the  SOth  day  of  November,  .i.  JD.  1845,  to  wit: 

Canal  and  railroad  tolls,        --_-..  $1,250,000  00 

Tax  on  real  and  personal  estate,        --.-..  1,260,000  00 

Auction  commissions,           -..-..,  30,000  00 

Auction  duties,         -             -             -             -             -             -             -  75,000  00 

Tax  on  bank  dividends,        -..--..  70,000  00 

Tax  on  corporation  stocks,  ------  75,000  00 

Tavern  licenses,      -------  45,000  00 

Retailers'  licenses,  -------  70,000  00 

Pedlars'  licenses,     -------  2,500  00 

Brokers'  licenses,    -------  8,000  00 

Pamphlet  laws,       -------  500  00 

Tax  on  writs,          -              -             -             -             -             -             -  35,500  00 

Tax  on  certain  offices,          -._-_.  5,000  00 

Tax  on  collateral  inheritances,           -----  30,000  00 

Enrolment  of  charters,          ------  2,000  00 

Militia  and  exempt  fines,      ------  2,000  00 

Militia  fines  under  the  act  of  25ih  April,  1844,          -             -             -  23,000  00 
Escheats,    ------.-,    i,500  00 

Land  and  Land  Ofllce  fees,  -             -              -             -             -             -  15,000  00 

Miscellaneous,         -------  5,000  00 


$3,005,000  00 


To  this  add  the  balance  in  State  Treasury  30th  November, 

1844,       ------         $663,851   88 

Also,  balance  in  Canal  Treasury,       -  -  -  39,497  00 

703,348  88 


$3,708,348  88 
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Estimate  of  Expenditures  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending 
the  30th  November,  A.  D.  1845,  to  ivit: 

Repairs  of  canals  and  railroads,            -  -  -  $200,000  00 

Maintenance  of  motive  power,             _  .  _  225,000  00 

Salaries  of  collectors,  lock-keepers,  &c..  -  -  60,000  00 

Canal  Commissioners,  clerks,  &c.,     -  -  -  6,000  00 


$491,000  00 

Expenses  of  government,       _...---  250,000  00 

Interest  on  funded  debt,           ------  1,758,541   56 

Interest  on  certificates  of  loan,  for  interest  due  1st  August,  1842,  Feb- 
ruary and  August,  1843  and  1844,   -              -             -             -             _  248,732  00 

Interest  on  4th  May  issues,     -             -             -•             -             -             -  21,500  00 

Interest  on  certificates  to  domestic  creditors,    -             -             -             -  6,240  00 

Pensions  and  gratuities,           .-..-..-  33,000  00 

Salaries  to  Adj't.  General,  Brigade  Inspectors,  &c.,     -             -             -  5,000  00 

Militia  expenses,       -------  20,000  00 

Common  schools,      -------  200,000  00 

House  of  Refuge,      -             -             -             -             -             -             -  4,000  00 

Institution  for  Instruction  of  Blind,     ----..  8,000  00 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,           .             -             -             -             „  8,000  00 

State  Library,            -              -             -             -             -             •■             -  1,500  00 

Repair  of  public  ground,  buildings,  &c.,          -             _             -             -  500  00 

Miscellaneous,           -             -             -             -             -             -             -  5,000  00 


^,061,013  56 
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G. 

Balances  of  Appropriations  under  the  act  of  the  Slst  May,  18-1-1,  reiitainlng 
unpaid  on  the  1st  of  December,  1844,  and  likely  to  be  called  for  during  the  current 
i/ecir,  to  wit : 

For  the  expenses  of  government,  .  -  _  .  . 

For  the  payment  of  pensions  and  gratuities,     -  -  -  - 

For  the  payment  of  common  schools,  .... 

For  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  BHnd,  ... 

For  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  tlie  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
For  payment  of  interest  on  4th  May  issues,     .  -  -  . 

For  payment  of  Auditor  General's  certificates  to  domestic  creditors,  debt 

and  interest,  ..._--. 

For  miscellaneous,     ...---- 
For  payment  of  salaries  of  Adjutant  General,  Brigade  Inspectors,  Keepers 

of  Arsenals,  &c.    -------- 

For  gratuities  to  convicts,        .._-_- 
For  expenses  of  the  Commissioners,  &c.,  for  the  sale  of  Delaware  canal, 

per  act  of  14th  April.  1843,  ..... 

For  repair,  &c.,  of  public  buildings  and  ground,  .... 

For  cash  payments  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt,        .... 

For  electors  of  President,  &c. ,  ...... 

For  expenses  of  prosecuting  sundry  persons,    -  -  -  - 

Public  Improvements. 

For  ordinary  repairs  of  canals  and  railroads,   -  -         $16,559  04 

For  repairing  and  re-building  road  and  farm  bridges,      -  15,719  55 

For  pay  of  Canal  Commissioners,  &c.,  -  -  3,963  88 

For  payment  of  salaries  of  collectors  and  all  other  officers,    25,000  00 
For  breaches  and  extraordinary  repairs  of  canal,  -  44,546  56 

For  materials,  &c.,  for  repairs  after  the  1st  Dec.  1844,  44.700  00 

150,489  03 


$175,063 

37 

30,605 

67 

104,895 

11 

3,643 

35 

.5,500 

00 

15,306 

15 

102,159 

46 

2,746 

61 

2,389 

85 

600 

00 

144 

00 

43 

00 

3,220 

00 

800 

00 

800 

00 

$598,405  60 
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Doc,  No.  6. 

Communicaiioii  from  the  State  Treasurer,  in  reply  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  relative  to  Funds  in  the  Tre;i- 
sury  available  at  present,  &c. 


READ— January  11.  1845. 


Treasury  Office,  ? 

Harrisbiirg,  January  10,  1845.  ^ 

To  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania : 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit : 

'■'■  Resolved^  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
the  amount  of  the  actual  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  present  date,  together 
with  an  estimate  of  the  amounts  likely  to  accrue  on  the  first  days  of  February  and 
August  next.  Also,  whether  the  provisions  of  law  relative  to  the  cancellation  of  relief 
issues,  and  the  payment  of  domestic  creditors,  have  been  fully  complied  with:" 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  financial  report  of  the  State  Treasurer,  sent  to  the 
Senate  on  the  8th  instant,  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  available  balance  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  first  day  of  this  month,  and  contains  an  estimate  of  the  amount  that  will  most 
likely  be  received  during  this  month  over  the  ordinary  payments  at  the  Treasury,  and 
also  a  full  statement  of  the  cancellation  of  relief  issues,  likewise  the  amount  paid  to 
domestic  creditors,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  31st  May,  1844,  to  wliich 
report  I  very  respectfully  refer  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  31st  May,  1844,  there  was  appropriated  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars  to  the  payment  of  domestic  creditors'  certificates  issued 
by  the  Auditor  General ;  and  for  interest  on  said  certificates,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

The  appropriation  for  tlie  payment  of  the  certificates  before  mentioned,  was  to  be  paid, 
provided  there  should  be  suflicient  money  in  the  Treasury  after  paying  the  other  appro- 
priations in  said  act.  There  has  been  paid  of  said  certificates,  including  interest,  up  to 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  as  appears  by  the  State  Treasurer's  report,  the  sum  of 
$95,837  35. 

For  some  time  past,  there  has  not  been  any  payments  made  on  those  certificates, 
excepting  the  interest — the  whole  of  the  appropriations  under  said  act  not  having  been 
paid;  and  it  appearing  by  the  forty-eighth  seclio'i  of  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1844, 
entitled  ''An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt,  &c."  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  have  the  revenue  raised  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  iutcrest  on  the  funded  debt,  being  appropriated  for  that  purpose :  therefore  the 
payment  of  tlic  certificates  was  postponed. 

The  certificates  remaining  unpaid,  are  mostly  in  the  hands  of  persons  that  are  willing 
to  wait  for  the  money  upon  receiving  the  interest  thereon,  which  lias  at  all  times  been 
paid  when  demanded. 

Th;;  appropriation  to  the  other  class  of  domestic  creditors,  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  has  been  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Canal 
Commissioners,  and  paid  out  under  the  directions  of  the  Board,  on  tlie  several  lines  of 
the  public  improvements,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  balance  undrawn. 
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The  amount  of  money  tliat  will  likel)-  be  in  tlie  Treasury  on  the  lirst  day  of  Aujruat 
next,  will,  in  part,  depend  upon  the  prompt  and  enerffeticaction  of  those  persons  eng;iged 
in  the  collection  of  the  taxes  and  other  revenue  of  the  state. 

The  amount  of  outstanding  taxes  being  large,  and  the  revenue  act  of  the  29th  day  of 
April,  1844,  coming  into  full  operation,  a  large  amount  may  be  safely  calculated  upon 
from  this  item. 

The  tolls  on  the  public  improvements,  are  generally  large  in  amount  during  the  early 
part  of  the  season,  from  which  a  considerable  sum  will  be  received  at  the  Treasury  by 
the  first  of  August. 

The  estimated  amount  that  will  likely  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  August 
next,  exclusive  of  the  balance  that  will  be  therein  on  the  first  February  next,  is  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  and  five  cents, 
estimated  as  follows  : 

The  estimated  revenue  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  on   the  30th   November,   1845,   is 
$3,005,000  00,  of  this  take  two  thirds-up  to  1st  August  next,  $2,003,333  33 

Estimated  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year,  exclusive  of 
interest  on  funded  debt  and  certificates  for  interest,  is 
$1,053,740  00,  two-thirds  of  this  is,  $702,493  33 

Estimated  revenue  for  December  and  January,  over  ex- 
penditures to  be  applied  to  February  interest,  238,714  95 

For  cancellation  up  to  1st  August,  if  continued,  100,000  00 


1,041,208  28 


Leaving  a  balance  of,  .    $962, 125  05 

Whatever  may  be  paid  upon  the  certificates  to  domestic  creditors  up  to  that  period, 
will  be  deducted  from  the  above  estimated  balance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOB  MANN,  Stale  Treasurer. 


32  N.  LIBERTIES  AND  PENN  TP.  RAILROAD. 


Doc.  No.  7. 

Annual   report  of  the    Northern   Liberties    and  Penn  Township 

Railroad  company. 


READ— January  11,  1845. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

In  accordance  with  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  "Northern 
Liberties  and  Penn  Township  railroad  company, "  the  following  abstract  of  the 
accounts  of  the  company  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

('apital  stock,  ..-.--.         $95,990  00 


No  dividend  has  been  declared  by  the  company  since  last  report;  the  receipts  having 
been  applied  tq  repairs  of  the  road,  and  to  the  payment  of  claims  due  by  the  company 

JOHN  M.  OGDEN,  President, 

Affirmed  and  subscribed,  the  tenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1845,  before  me, 

PETER  HAY,  Alderman. 


BANK  REPORTS.  33 


Doc.  No.  8. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  transmitting  the  quar- 
terly statements  of  the  several  Banks  and  Savings  Institutions 
of  Pennsylvania. 


READ— January  14,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office, 

Harrisburg,  January  14,  1845. 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir  : — In  pursuance  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1st  April,  1836,  entitled  "An 
Act  requiring  the  banks  of  this  commonwealth  to  make  quarterly  statements  to  the 
Auditor  General,"  circulars  were  addressed  to  the  several  banks  and  savings  institu- 
tions, requiring  them  to  make  return  under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  state  of  their 
respective  institutions  on  the  first  discount  day  in  February,  May,  August  and  Novem- 
ber, 1844.  Returns  from  those  which  have  complied  with  the  requisition,  have  been 
arranged  and  prepared  in  tabular  form  and  are  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  several  statements  as  they  were  received  at  this  department. 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER,  Auditor  General. 
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Tabular  Statement  of  the  Condition  of  the  various  Banks  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  month  of  November,  A.  D.  1844. 


[  No.  1. 


a 

O 

=  Z 

„  ^  03 

o 

-M 

M 

1 

tri 

s 

«««>                   ? 

RESOURCES  OF  THE  BANKS, 

o-S- 

§ 

3  g_ 

?r 

■   % 

c 

3    3    S                               ~ 

i 
p 

Bank  of  Nonh  America,           ..... 

$2,862,102  09 

$791,683  49 

$83,721   07 

$68,267  60 

$52,440  82 

$40,0.54  56 

$59,599  31 

$358,466  60 

$22,783  04 

$3,739,118  58 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania,             ..... 

1,547,736  98 

232,959  03 

68,997  43 

100,622  51 

137,862  84 

112,632  21 

346,507  08 

3,664  77 

$9,352  49 

$1,276,545  31 

3,836,880  65 

Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,            -             -             -         .     - 

832,017  76 

170.639  58 

63.491   64 

297,803  23 

23.949   18 

16,296  50 

5,946  18 

$27,625  00 

1,4.37,769  07 
920,061  70 

Bank  of  Penn  Township,         _             .             .             .             - 

496,882  14 

160,637  87 

29,990  35 

35,629  69 

32,176  13 

2,512  62 

160,857  90 

1,375  00 

Soulhwark  Bank,         _..-.- 

640,413  49 

130,010  87 

16,940  39 

97,858  38 

2,3,748  40 

20,700  00 

3,754  22 

220,000  00 

1,153,431  75 

Kensington  Bank  of  Pliiladelphia,         -             -             -       '      - 

532,103  42 

102,696  03 

12,545  71 

16.2.57  15 

14,286  50 

1,057  29 

3,965  91 

48,681  60 

13,825  95 

$175  74 

745,595  30 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 

1,097,758  70 

190,187  07 

43.775  33 

96,208  50 

116,678  49 

2,005  19 

214,666  30 

5,883  92 

6,119  45 

490,427  80 

071  57 

80,721  25 

2,824  30 

2,347,927  93 

Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,      .             .             -             - 

1,594,101   81 

329,279  50 

82,6,37  88 

167,217  76 

82,903  09 

4,750  00 

147,861   44 

8,880   12 

202,907  96 

22,603  90 

2,643,143  46 

Movamensing  Bank,    -             -             -             -             - 

305,118  40 

41,197  06 

14,490  72 

16,172  00 

57,421   64 

2,922  02 

30,600  00 

26,598  39 

500,520  23 

Western  Bank  of  Philadelphia,             .... 

888,101   05 

204,744  14 

68,510  22 

119,463  31 

19,350  OO 

1,708   17 

6,567  23 

21,489  23 

73,395  00 

1,403,328  95 

Philadelphia  Bank,      -             .             -                ■            - 

2,450,393  72 

76.5,516  31 

260.378  50 

227,458  84 

84,601   33 

28,300  00 

•20,810  00 

5,325  00 

11,619  92 

030,872  70 

181,162  40 

410,027  00 

5,082,465  72 

Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Northern  Liberties, 

26.5,853  09 

85.070  26 

27,500   14 

34,034  ,30 

2,129  50 

20,325  00 

3,951  31 

-   147,369  30 

15,664  32 

4,225  05 

606,122  27 

Columbia  Bank  and  Bridge  Company, 

110,150  38 

46,793  47 

11,713  54 

8,617  65 

17,309  81 

17,307  72 

61,700  00 

1,764   19 

46,911  57 

170,155  62 

492,483  95 

Farmers'  Deposile  Bank,  Pittsburgh,    .             -              -             - 

96,977  28 

18,364  86 

3,626  00 

447  57 

711   34 

120,127  05 

Bank  of  Germantown,              .             .             .             .             , 

150,773  29 

20,432  53 

1,371   80 

3,782  00 

32,504  88 

17,717  40 

1,260  00 

1,357  86 

1,596  92 

49,247  28 

35,524  00 

315,568  56 

Bank  of  Delaware  County,      .... 

88,032  25 

70,536  19 

22,332  65 

2,860  74 

13,799  72 

75,104  63 

1,245  79 

62,962  40 

.      43,057  00 

825  00 

386,756  37 

Bank  of  Middletown,  ------ 

192.705  94 

26,729  93 

37,338  39 

9,849  25 

5,534  34 

17,000  00 

2,153  36 

487  00 

291,798  24 

Bank  of  Leivistown,   ------ 

294,727  55 

59,278  31 

3,619  02 

1,200  00 

10,783  57 

11,2.36  08 

6,850  00 

52,658  00 

19  10 

440,372  23 

Bank  of  Chester  County,          -             .             .             .             . 

316,037  43 

114.766  43 

69,634  95 

,       23,911   00 

45,933  95 

48,003  80 

27,380  00 

81,400  77 

7-27,058  33 

Bank  of  Chanibersburg,            .              .             .             -              . 

152,637  66 

30,525  73 

10,661   32 

400   13 

57,992  64 

79,818  .58 

60,060  03 

1,343  24 

55,700  00 

42,135  90 

140   15 

491,475  38 

Bank  of  Gettysburg,    -.-..- 

11-2,458  09 

61,986  88 

12,996  99 

7,944  06 

28,022   19 

73,330  53 

46,457  00 

137  57 

17,171   52 

360,505  43 

Bank  of  Pittsburgh,     -.--.- 

1,182,325  13 

45.5,913  45 

310,857  49 

71,429   11 

60,328  99 

17,482  17 

500  00 

3,000  00 

5,197  49 

67,052  90 

45  22 

•2,174,131  95 

'  284,015  36 

118,972  95 

23,974   10 

2,842  86 

8,950  00 

63,621  27 

40,951  71 

23,729  43 

1,022  48 

1,500  00 

4,169  24 

573,749  40 

Bank  of  Notthumberland,        ..... 

199,273  26 

22,813   15 

90,012  28 

3,787  00 

8,215  85 

89,739  85 

7,907  00 

2  48 

14,643  00 

277  75 

336,671   62 

Exchange  Bank  at  Pittsburgh.               .... 

951,509  21 

387,867  79 

61,509  94 

65,720  09 

55,000  98 

9,989  27 

1,531,603  28 

Merchants'  and  Manufacturers'  Bank,  Pittsburgh, 

522,897  38 

79,615  31 

78,158   13 

20,161   00 

22.767   17 

31,369  92 

41,243  67 

207,235  71 

559  74 

74,909  00 

1,084,947  03 

Farmers'  and  Drovers'  Bank  of  Waynesburg,   - 

112,337   19 

11,382  44 

34,300  55 

19,115  00 

3,251   81 

80,053  U 

6,937  50 

1,350  87 

268,870  47 

West  Branch  Bank  at  WiUiamsport,     - 

77,125  22 

9,885  00 

298  02 

3,898  00 

6,029   12 

62,459  14 

29,340  00 

5,908  37 

25,321  74 

64,647  87 

284,882  48 

Wyoming  Bank,          ------ 

156,610  55 

3,959  01 

8,451   53 

2,375  00 

1,954  74 

17,477  54 

20,832  00 

211,660  37 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Lancaster,    -             -             .             .             . 

328,962  70 

49, 826' 67 

11,471  76 

11,575  00 

7,362  00 

2,500  00 

46,103  98 

1,584  54 

114,105  30 

100  09 

573,592   10 

Harrisburg  Bank,         -----. 

301,840  09 

54,779  75 

48,844  88 

10,070  75 

31,384  05 

98,100  26 

84,066  21 

1,693  96 

28,000  00 

22,475  86 

684,255  81 

Lancaster  County  Bank,           -             -             .             _             - 

145,428  36 

41,966  65 

17,554  41 

4,132  03 

8,530  52 

12,234  01 

45  55 

232,094  99 

Fanners'  Bank  of  Bucks  county,           .... 
York  Bank,     -             .             .             .             .             . 
Lebanon  Bank,            ---... 

103,523.42 

26,410  67 

16.709  98 

27,205  34 

8,061    17 

2,090  25 

80  50 

2  54 

10,561   13 

23,055  00 

167  22 

217,857  •22 

403,774  93 

48,884  37 

8,590   17 

9,270  00 

4,439  00 

21,696  46 

20,845  00 

52,725  00 

570,224  93 

133,303  34 

43,734  95 

49,955   10 

1,655  00 

582  25 

1,440  00 

12,470  00 

49  00 

243,189  64 

Doylestown  Bank  of  Bucks  County,    .... 

105,576  82 

44,360  51 

7,831   20 

4,921   31 

9,358  93 

2,835   11 

750   10 

4,721  23 

160  00 

180,515  21 

Monongahela  Bank  of  Brownsville,      .... 

Easton  Bank,               ...... 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Reading,      ..... 

Cariisie  Bank,             -     ' 

Franklin  Bank  of  Washington,              .... 

Miners'  Bank  of  PottsviUe,      .             .              .             -             . 
Lancaster  Bank,           ----.. 

Honesdale  Bank.          ...... 

Farmers'  and  iMechanice'  Bank,            .... 

Harrisburg  Savings  Institution,              .... 

Lancaster  Savings  laslitution,  ..... 

Hanover  Saving  Fund  Society,              .... 

149,414  42 

69,594  37 

56,137  42 

8,316   10 

11,775  05 

20,861  22 

12.751   00 

1,774  51 

27,900  00 

358,524  09 

385,270  35 

78,504  66 

130,765  43 

2,020  00 

25,216  44 

110,398  52 

20,065  00 

62  99 

171,765  71 

924,069  10 

404,952  14 
124,005  62 

134,922  08 
27,901    19 

23,945  98 
3,286  79 

4,119  02 

22,376  19 

45,537  87 

26,945  06 
44,656  50 

111,999  00 
48,000  00 

2,562  85 

78  71 

58,157  28 
63,156  16 

785,860  58 
360,741  86 

118,913  33 

47,341   41 

53,635  35 

25.818  24 

3,379  06 

600  00 

20,330  00 

6,000  00 

20,551  37 

296,568  76 

237,935  19 

23,800  21 

00,8110  66 

18,577  05 

75,506  62 

85,856  05 

20.022  85 

4;472  43 

49,223  00 

26,222  59j 

60-2,476  65 

308,261  48 

153,849  53 

85,997  88 

46,897  06 

21,300  00 

58,572  23 

42,690  00 

2,138  87 

118,991  92 

13,119  55: 

851,818  52 

97,241  79 

7,207  99 

20,740  90 

4,128  00 

2,044  36 

470  03 

4,387  50 

1            16  00 

136,236  57 

1,690,756  00 
146,714  48 

348,804  00 
2,889  74 

228,411   00 
16,051   45 

269,361   00 
49,618  77 

99,606  00 
8,605  19 

28,681  00 

327,166  00 

11,017  00 
284   10 

696,750  00 

206,904  00 

30,760  00 
10  10 

3,938,216  00 
•224.173  83 

76,264  77 
72,270  18 

12,361   34 
20,771    12 

7,813  60 

3,793  44 

9,749  42 

1,059  14 

9  78 

72  24 

111,041  71 
93,123  32 

S».T, 

$23,347,426  45 

$5,986,225  84 

$2,375,514  44 

81,840,594   10 

$1,416,568  70 

$1,371,436  63 

$2,088,033  48 

$630,580  28 

$115,513  49 

$3,402,723  01 

$2,055,592  03 

$1,380,432  87 

$26,761  41 

$45,993,608  (M 
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Tabclar  Statement  of  the  Condition  of  the  various  Banks  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  month  of  November,  A.  D.  1844. 


[  No.  2. 
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a 

1 
1 

1 

Bank  of  North  America,           -             -             .             .             - 

t750,000  00 

$588,086  08 

$56.5,255  93 

$1,664,212  63 

$114,130  58 

$46,402  74 

$11,030  02 

93.739,118  58 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania,             ..... 

1,562,500  00 

281,754  75 

138.963  33 

483,904  93 

$12,134  90 

653,045  30 

40,530  35 

$54,651  44 

$47,633  46 

561,763   19i 

3,836.880  65 

Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,             .... 

332,500  00 

229,122  00 

78,641  77 

703,333  24 

1,521   65 

23,775  36 

68,875  05 

1,437,769  07 

Bank  of  Pcnn  Township, 

225,000  00 

173,105  00 

53,791   82 

395,683  30 

1,127  50 

53,867  17 

14.588  94 

2,175  08 

723  89 

930,061  70 

Sonlhwark  Bank,         ...... 

250,000  00 

203,290  00 

176,321  71 

433,819  63 

2,117  00 

21,908  55 

60,037  59 

6,937  27 

1,153,431  75 

Kensington  Bank,        ...... 

250,000  00 

135,707  50 

19,643   10 

396,738  81 

431  21 

28,436  76 

14,637  93 

745,595  30 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  tlie  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 

800,000  00 

299,162  50 

51,045  52 

614,240  26 

6,318  70 

576,201  25 

959  69 

3,347,9-27  93 

Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,      -             -             .             - 

1,000,000  00 

290,454  00 

250,935  04 

884,595  65 

5,352  54 

167,747  05 

39,8'20  73 

4,238  50 

2,643,143  46 

Moyamensing  Bank,    -             -             -             ... 

250,000  00 

99,455  00 

6,427  84 

97,637  38 

190  53 

3,380  71 

6,838  77 

$36,600  00 

500,520  23 

Western  Bank  of  Philadelphia,             .... 

334,880  00 

275,720  00 

113,999  22 

556,665  56 

1,056  57 

81,052   17 

39,955  43 

1,403,328  95 

Philadelphia  Bank,       ...... 

1,150,000  00 

604,163  04 

437,906  89 

1,241,480  34 

6,137  35 

41,632  00 

97,495  23 

4,873   17 

84,924  54 

902,'275  80 

506,953  43 

$4,634  04 

5,082,465  72 

Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Northern  Liberties, 

200,650  00 

99,510  00 

13,338  08 

164,876  97 

370  11 

52,487  22 

11,489  89 

63,400  00 

606,1-22  27 

Columbia  Bank  and  Bridge  Company, 

307,300  00 

86,321   56 

4,158  85 

45,633  16 

3,309  00 

9,761   63 

17,753  61 

17,679  00 

567    15 

492,483  95 

Farmers'  Deposit  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  .... 

62,500  00 

44,658  78 

12,968  27 

1-20,1-27  05 

Bank  of  Gerniantown,              ..... 

H2,050  00 

42,'248  00 

2,786  00 

94,680  50 

810  50 

14,473  27 

8,115  29 

2,405  00 

8,000  00 

315,568  56 

Bank  of  Delaware  County,       -             - 

1 55,  .580  00 

65,106  00 

755  90 

149,285  61 

1,022  20 

6,783  61 

3,843  05 

4,380  00 

386,756  37 

Bank  of  Middletown,                ..... 

97,275  00 

128,285  00 

9,911    14 

37,543  52 

9,766  30 

9,017  28 

391,798  34 

Bank  of  Lewistown,                 ..... 

197,785  00 

159,400  00 

1,554  86 

13,376  91 

6,668  84 

8,392  28 

■ 

593  34 

52,601  00 

440,.373  33 

Bank  of  Chester  County,         -             -  ■           - 

22.5,000  00 

230,128  00 

10,450  90 

340,180  69 

906  95 

8,628  54 

10,508  25 

1,255  00 

737,058  33 

Bank  of  Chainbersburg,            ..... 

256.812  50 

68,846  50 

1,500  40 

60,313  51 

1,379  43 

37,250  87 

6,324  38 

43   10 

55,700  00 

3,505  70 

491,475  38 

Bank  of  Gettysburg,                  ...... 

123,873  00 

108.510  00 

1,565   11 

20,802  44 

.3,311   83 

9,629  90 

5,325   10 

37,588  00 

360,505  43 

Bank  of  Pittsburgh.                   ..... 

1,150,290  00 

240,745  00 

34,598  58 

639,805  51 

4,834  25 

55,937  69 

42,673  54 

3,908  88 

2,339  50 

2,174,131  95 

Bank  of  Montgomery  County,               .... 

261,6.55  00 

126,549  50 

12,4.30  73 

136,695  39 

1,816  90 

30,948  51 

11,935  13 

1,341   38 

376  96 

573,749  40 

Bank  of  Northumberland,         ..... 

160,000  00 

183,008  63 

5,960  34 

58,557  21 

6,247  60 

20,000  00 

176  34 

2,721  50 

436,671   62 

Exchange  Bank  at  Pittsburg,    -             -             .             -             . 

819,580  00 

232,110  00 

10,209  07 

389,188  63 

2.704  03 

34,930  77 

36,890  79 

1,531,603  28 

Merchants'  and  Manufact\irers'  Bank,  }'ittsburgh. 

600,000  00 

155,485  00 

33,647  77 

193,060  49 

1,303"  50 

' 

93,450  27 

18,000  00 

1,084.947  03 

Farmers'  and  Drovers'  Bank  of  Waynesburg,  ... 

85,000  00 

137,705  00 

5,687  5C 

20,395  28 

597  58 

15,804  68 

2,764  88 

83  00 

883  49 

268.870  47 

West  Branch  Bank  at  Witliamsport,     -              -             :             . 

100,000  00 

39,237  50 

4,370  20 

37.578  69 

597  00 

12,678  00 

90,531  00 

284,882  48 

Wyoming  Bank,           -             -             - 

«5,330  00 

66,480  Od 

88  92 

30,658  46 

3,308  70 

4,567  93 

391  36 

30,832  00 

.    1 

211,660  37 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Lanoasler,    -             -             .             .             . 

350.000  00 

123,095  00 

■      310  38 

59,767  2J 

3.471    19 

7,437  27 

39,521   02 

573„593  10 

Harrisburg  Bank,         ...... 

300,000  00 

233,482  70 

9,322  0.5 

111,469  95 

a!,  191  86 

12,650  50 

15,138  75 

684,285  81 

Lancaster  County  Bank,           ..... 

92,492  50 

105,605  00 

2,703  50 

27,075  21 

3,609  07 

100  00 

510  71 

1          232,094  99 

rsrniers'  Bank  of  Bucks  County,         .... 

93,220  00 

45,460  50 

5,893  65 

63.739  49 

575  47 

6,000  00 

36  61 

'2,441   50 

301   00 

1,200  GO 

217,857  22 

York  Bank, 

210,900  00 

140,805  00 

1,660  30 

136,090  91 

16.487  42 

11,550  21 

52,725  00 

1          570,3'24  93 

Lebanon  Bank,             ,------ 

.      70,280  00 

1-23,080  00 

2,124  87 

•    23,285  73 

3,583  60 

8,811    19 

6  02 

.548   18 

12,470  00 

343,189  64 

Doylestown  Bank  of  Bucks  County,     -             .             -              . 

60,000  00 

57,580  00 

3,759  53 

53,058  68 

585   13 

3,660  41 

2,637  46 

234  00 

180,515  21 

Monongahela  Bank  of  BrownsvUle,       .... 

126,000  00 

120.945  00 

■835   13 

60,006   11 

8,810  15 

8,027  "iO 

37,900  00 

1          358,524  09 

Easton  Bank,               ....              .             . 

400,000  00 

340,180  00 

2,155  9a 

126,977  38 

20,524   10 

25,775  75 

8,455  88           924,069   10 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Reading,  ,    - 

300,360  00 

338,745  00 

5,971  27 

67,702  46 

12,456  03 

7,110  84 

12,314  98 

51,200  00 

785,800  58 

CarUsle  Bank,              -             .              .             1             . 

226,702  00 

12,947  50 

6,768  03 

37,860  96 

1,737  '20 

18,884  33 

6,877  80 

883  99 

48.090  00 

1                    ,   . 

360,741  86 

Franklin  Bank  of  Washington,              .... 

120.000  00 

1)9,045  00 

1.234  29 

47,703  78 

3,603  60 

4,979  95 

6  40 

1             ■       5  74 

i          296,568  76 

.Miners'  Bank  of  PolUville,      ..... 

199,745  00 

263,600  00 

7,914  20 

69,565  55 

3,396  35 

18,157   18 

9,884  05 

1,481   05 

996  67 

28,930  00 

602,470  65 

Lancaster  Bank,           --.... 

182,340  00 

350,323  00 

70,888  35 

229,693  61 

504  74 

9,068  82 

851,818  52 

Honeadale  Bank,          ...... 

66,700  00 

60,250  00 

4,138  79 

42  74 

1,490  71 

2,968  61 

045  72 

136,336  57 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,             .... 

750,00a  JO 

.523,635  00 

.     419,398  00 

1,111,142  00 

12,735  00 

735,618  00 

46,641   00 

31,886  00 

306, 6L0  OC 

1,561  00^       3,938.216  00 

Harrisburg  Savings  Institution,               .... 
Lancaster  Savingrlnstilution,  -             -              .             _              . 

50,000  00 

io,ioo:oo! 

7,089  42 

■  161,939  97 
92,967  90 
52,471   42 

27  21 

3,530  22 

5,151  44 
2.8D6  3f 

1 

1            3,500  0( 
2,127  •2( 

,          234.173  83 
"- 111.041  71 

Hanover  Saving  Fund  Society,              -                           ,              . 

36,000  0« 

1 

2,411   84 

■     67  84 

1 

'   45  0' 

[ 

93,123  33 

.■ 

$15,577,459  So]  i?8,375.495  56 

'  *2,602,288  66 

,$12,269,288  82 

6144,599  6C 

$2,841,685  7'C 

S636,593  24  $413,593  39l$183,725  05|s440,663  0( 

|.?902,275  80;  $1,588,744  90|§I6,990  42 

$45,993.0.-8  64 
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Doc.  No.  9. 

Communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  relative 
to  certain  corporation  reports. 


READ— January  10,  1845. 


Secretary's  Office, 
Harrisburg,  January  10,  1845. 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — I  have  this  day  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  statements  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Lehigh  Crane  Iron  company,  the  Great  Western  Iron  company,  and 
the  Bloomsburg  Railroad  Iron  company. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't., 

CHAS.   M'CLURE, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Doc.  No.   10. 


Documents  accompanying  the  Governor's  Message,  relative  to  the 
completion  of  the  Erie  Canal. 


READ— January  11,  1845. 


[  No.   1.  ] 
His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter  : 

Sir  : — The  board  of  managers  of  the  Erie  canal  company,  have  directed  me  to 
communicate  w^ith  you,  and  to  ask  the  possession  of  the  Beaver  division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  granting  the  charter. 

They  have  also  appointed  a  committee  to  proceed  to  the  Beaver  division,  and  to 
Harrisburg,  with  authority  to  take  the  necessary  measures,  and  to  receive  possession  of 
the  same. 

The  enclosed  official  announcement  from  the  chief  engineer  of  the  company,  will 
show,  that  ihe  company  have  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  Assembly 
•bartering  the  company,  as  the  line  from  New  Castle  to  Erie  has  been  completed, 
Vol.  II.— 9  S. 
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and  in  actual  use  for  the  transportation  of  merchandize  throughout  its  whole  length — 
having  been  commenced  within  eighteen  months,  and  completed,  so  as  to  open  the 
same  for  navigation,  to  Lake  Erie,  within  three  years  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  committee  will  be  prepared  with  an  affidavit  from  the  captain  of  the  regular 
canal  boat,  which  passed  entirely  through  to  Lake  Erie,  setting  forth  the  fact. 

The  company  have  understood,  that  the  Beaver  division  will  require  considerable 
repair  during  the  present  winter,  and  are,  on  that  account,  anxious  to  obtain  possession 
at  the  earliest  period  practicable,  in  order  to  take  immediate  measures  to  put  the  line  in 
o-ood  order  througliout,  from  the  Ohio  river  to  the  Lake,  in  season  for  the  earliest  spring 
trade. 

The  long  deferred  hopes  of  the  citizens  of  North-western  Pennsylvania,  have  at 
length  been  realized,  in  the  completion  of  this  new  and  important  connection  between 
the  Ohio  river  and  the  lakes.  And  we  cannot  but  be  aware,  that  we  owe  a  lasting  debt 
of  gratitude  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  decided,  constant,  and  effective  friendship  you 
have  shown  for  this  great  improvement ;  and  that,  if  your  counsels  and  earnest  appeals 
and  recommendations  had  been  followed  with  the  same  steady  eye,  to  the  general  good, 
Ave  should  have  enjoyed  this,  our  present  triumph,  at  a  much  earlier  period. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

RUFUS  S.  REED,  President. 

December  6,  1844. 


[  No.  2.  ] 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  ERIE  CANAL  COMPANY. 

Office,  Erie  Canal  Company,  ? 
Erie,  December  4,  1844.      5 

•  ResolvecU  That  M.  B.  Lowry,  J.  M.  Power,  managers,  and  W.  Milnor  Roberts, 
chief  engineer,  be  a  committee  to  visit  the  Beaver  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
and  take  the  necessary  measures  to  receive  possession  of  the  same,  and  that  they  be 
authorized  to  proceed  to  Harrisburg,  and  that  they  or  any  member  of  the  committee,  be 
authorized  to  receive  possession  from  the  proper  authority. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  minutes  of  the  compan3% 

J.   W.   GOODWIN, 

Secretary. 
Witness  the  seal  of  the  company. 


[  No.  3.  ] 
AFFIDAVIT  OF  CAPT.  J.  DRUM. 

Mercer  County^  ss. 

Before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Mercer, 
personally  came  ('apt.  .Tacob  Drum,  to  me  personally  known  as  commander  of  the 
canal  boat  '•Queen  of  the  West,"  of  Beaver,  carryiiiir  lifly  tons  burthen,  who  says 
that  during  the  last  day  of  November,  he  left  Pittsburgh  via  Beaver,  on  the  Ohio  river, 
and  that  he  passed  through  the  whole  length  of  the  Erie  extension  from  Beaver,  on  the 
Ohio  river,  to  \\w,  harbor  of  Erie,  at  Presque  Isle,  ladened  with  merchandize,  and  that 
on  the  morning  of  Monday  the  2nd  of  December  last,  he  arrived  with  the  said  boat 
and  loading,  at  the  harbor  of  Erie,  having  passed  through  the  whole  length  of  said  im- 
provements;  and  I'urlher  this  dej)onent  saith  not. 

.TACOB  DRUM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Sharon,  this  12th  day  of  December,  1844,  before  me. 

M.  L.   MORDOCK^  J.  P.    * 
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[  No.  4.  ] 
AFFIDAVIT  OF  CAPT.  J.   ARMSTRONG. 

Mercer  County,  ss. 

Before  the  subscriber,  Samuel  Wilson,  Esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Mercer,  personally  came  .T.  Armstrong,  who  says  tliat  he  is  commander  of 
the  canal  boat  "Rufus  S.  Reed,"  which  carries  a  burthen  of  not  less  than  fifty  ton,  and 
that  on  Monday  the  second  day  of  tlve  present  mouth,  he  arrived  at  the  harbor  of  Erie, 
having  passed  through  the  whole  lenglh  of  the  Erie  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
ladened  with  coal,  merchandize  and  passengers,  and  that  at  that  time,  the  canal  was  in 
navigable  order  from  the  Ohio  river  at  Beaver,  to  the  harbor  of  Erie,  at  Presque  Isle; 
and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  my  office  in  West  Greenville,  on  the  lOlh  day 
of  December,  1844. 

S.  WILSON,  J.  P. 


[  No.   5.  ] 

LETTER  FROM  J.  MITCHELL,  SUPERVISOR,  AND  D.  BOIES,  COLLECTOR  OF 

BEAVER  DIVISION. 

Bridgewater,  December  1.3,  1844. 

Dear  Sir  : — M.  B.  Lowry,  Esq..  has  shown  us  two  depositions  of  boat  captains 
having  passed  their  boats  through  Conneaut  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  to  the 
harbour  of  Erie,  showing,  that  the  company,  under  the  f)rovisions  of  their  act  of  in- 
corporation, are  entitled  to  take  possession  of  the  Beaver  division,  from  the  Ohio  river 
to  New  Castle. 

We  have  not  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  works  finished  by  the  company, 
but  are  well  acquainted  with  Capt.  .Jacob  Drum,  who  testifies  to  having  passed  his  boat 
through  it,  and  can.  with  great  confidence,  bear  testimony  to  his  good  character,  as  an 
honest  and  Jionorable  man,  of  strict  integrity,  and  good  moral  character. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  an  early  opening  of  the  canal  in  the  spring,  that  con- 
siderable repairs  be  made  during  the  winter,  to  the  Beaver  division.  And  if  there  is  a 
question  to  be  decided  between  the  commonwealth  and  the  company,  relating  to  the 
delivery  of  the  Beaver  division  into  their  iiands,  the  interest  of  the  public  requires,  that 
that  question  be  promptly  determined. 

.1.  MITCHELL, 
DAVID  BOIES. 


[  No.   6.  ] 

LETTER  OF  ALEXANDER  POWER. 

Greenwood,  December  12//j,  1844. 
His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter  : 

Dear  Sir  : — It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  you  the  pleasing 
inteliigence,  of  the  final  completion  of  the  Erie  extension,  by  the  enterprising  manajrers 
of  the  Erie  canal  company,  who  deserve  great  credit  for  the  manner  they  have  over- 
come, almost  insurmonntable  obstacles,  to  the  completion  of  this  great  work,  so  ardently 
desired  by  the  citizens  of  North-western  Pennsylvania. 
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Believing  the  finishing  of  so  important  a  work,  under  your  administration,  would 
give  you  infinite  satisfaction,  I  could  not  forbear  giving  you  notice  of  the  same,  which 
you  have,  no  doubt,  received  from  various  sources  ere  this  time. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  POWER. 
• 


[  No.  7.   ] 
LETTER  OF  A.   LEWIS. 

New  Castle,  December  12,  1844. 
His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter  : 

Dear  Sir  : — As  the  Erie  canal  company  has  now  got  the  canal  in  order  for  passing 
boats,  and  will,  of  course,  wish  to  get  possession  of  the  Beaver  division,  and  presuming 
that  it  is  now  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  give  them  the  possession,  according  to 
the  act  of  the  Legislature,  I  would  hope,  that  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent,  as  it  is 
altogether  important  for  them  to  have  it  this  winter,  in  order  to  make  the  repairs  that 
are  required,  to  be  ready  for  the  spring  business.  There  has  been  no  repairs  made  on 
this  division,  of  any  account,  for  the  last  two  years,  and  there  is  much  to  be  done  to 
put  it  in  order,  suitable  for  doing  business.  It  is  also  the  wish  of  the  citizens  here, 
and  along  the  line,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  that  the  company  get  possession  immediately, 
so  that  there  be  nothing  to  interrupt  the  business,  when  the  spring  opens. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

A.  LEWIS. 


[  No.  8.  ] 
LETTER  OF  DAVID  PORTER. 

Beaver,  December  13,  1844. 

David  R.  Porter, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir: — Having  understood  that  the  Eric  canal  company,  have  about  finished 
their  work  through  to  Erie,  according  to  contract,  and  the  time  arrived  at,  which  they 
are  to  receive  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  to  New  Castle ;  and  as  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  line,  I  have  thought  proper  to  say  to  you,  that  the  lock- 
gates,  bridges,  &c.,  are  a  good  deal  out  of  repair,  as  you  might  see  by  reference  to 
Mr.  Mitchell's  report.  Therefore,  I  do  think  that  an  immediate  action  on  the  subject 
would  be  of  vital  importance  to  the  community,  that  time  would  be  given  to  make  the 
necessary  repairs  for  an  early  navigation  in  the  spring. 

Yours,  respectfully,  &c. 

DAVID  PORTER. 


[  No.  9.  ] 

LETTER  OF  SAMUEL  KEKR. 

New-Casti.e,  December  13,  1844. 
To  His  Excellency,  Davih  R.  Poktkr  : 

Dear  Sir: — Our  friend,  M.  I>.  Lowry,  called  in  this  place,  on  his  way  to  Ilarrisburg. 
^s  I  understand,  for  the  purj)ose  of  receiving  the  charter  of  the  Beaver  division,  as  con- 
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nected  with  the  Shenango  and  Coiineaut  line,  by  tlic  act  of  1843,  incorporating  a  com- 
pany to  linish  said  canal.  I  have  no  other  interest  than  the  public  good,  but  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  immediately  give  up  the  Beaver  division. 
It  needs  much  repair  to  insure  a  certain  navigation  in  the  spring;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  the  state  will  repair,  and  the  company  cannot,  until  they  are  legally  put  in 
possession.  I  have  no  doubt,  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  will  show  its  defects  in  his  annual 
report;  he  has  been  keeping  it  along  with  the  least  possible  expense — but  by  the  time 
the  spring  freshets  pass  oil",  it  will  require  special  attention  and  considerable  funds  to 


have  it  passable. 


Yours,  respectfully, 

.SAMUEL  KERR. 


[  No.   10.  ] 
LETTER  OF  THOMAS  J.   POWER. 

Beaver,  December  14,  1844. 
To  His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter  : 

Dear  Sir: — 1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  completion  of  the  Erie 
extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  by  the  Erie  canal  company.  The  company  has 
prosecuted  this  work  with  great  energy  and  spirit,  and  that  too,  through  a  season  of 
great  pecuniary  embarrassment  through  the  whole  country;  and  their  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  success,  having  been  able  to  pass  boats  laden  widi  merchandize,  through 
the  entire  distance  from  Beaver  to  Erie,  on  the  3nd  of  December. 

The  citizens  of  Western  Pennsylvania  are  aware  that  they  owe  to  your  Excellency, 
a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  for  your  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  important  work;  and  that 
had  your  earnest  recommendations  been  followed,  we  should  long  since  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  benefits  arising  from  its  completion;  and  your  promptness  in  putting  the 
work  into  the  hands  of  a  company  for  completion,  when  the  state  failed  to  prosecute  it, 
will  be  gratefully  remembered. 

By  the  terms  of  the  act  incorporating  the  company,  the  Beaver  division  has  remained 
in  the  possession  of  the  commonwealth,  and  but  very  slight  repairs  have  been  made 
upon  it;  so  small  indeed,  that  it  has  become  almost  impassable — entirely  so  for  boats 
constructed  for  the  full  capacity  of  the  state  canals.  One  lock,  (at  Hard- Scrabble,) 
being  in  such  a  state  of  dilapidation,  that  it  is  but  about  thirteen  and  a  half  feet  wide, 
and  there  is  great  danger  of  its  entire  failure  at  any  day ;  and  there  is  not  a  single  sett 
of  lock  gates  on  the  whole  line  that  any  dependence  can  be  put  in. 

It  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  citizens  of  this  section  of  the  country,  that  the  company 
may  be  put  in  possession  of  this  division  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  that  they 
may  make  such  repairs  as  will  insure  an  active  spring  business. 

Very  respectfully. 

Yours,  &c., 

THOS.  J.   POWER. 


[  No.   II.  ] 
LETTER  OF  CLARKE  AND  CO. 

Beaver,  December  17,  1844. 
His  Excellency,  David  R.   Porter  : 

Sir  : — The  undersigned  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  from  Capt.  Drum,  of 
the  canal  boat  ''Queen  of  the  West,"  that  he  has  made  the  passage,  willi  his  boat, 
from  here  to  the  harbor  oi  Erie.     This  boat  l>elongs   to  our  Pittsburgh  and  Meadville 
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line,  and  is  a  boat  of  the  largest  and  best  class — such  as  we  run  on  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  canal,  for  freight  and  passengers.  The  captain  informs  us,  that  although  he 
encountered  much  ditllculty  from  ice  and  breaks,  he  considers  the  canal  a  very  good 
one  for  business,  and  has  no  doubt  of  its  being  in  fine  order  for  navigation  in  the  spring. 
Capt.  Drum,  being  an  old  canal  contractor,  and  an  intclhgent,  practical  man,  wc  place 
great  reliance  upon  his  judgment  in  the  matter,  and  are  now  making  our  calculations  for 
doing  an  extensive  forwarding  business,  by  that  canal,  next  season. 

The  board  of  directors  have,  doubtless,  given  you  ofiicial  notice  before  this,  of  the 
completion  of  their  work,  yet  we  are  constrained  to  -address  you  on  the  subject,  for 
fear  that  tliey  may  not  lie  fully  aware  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  i.mmediatk,  and 
thorougli  repairs  on  the  Beaver  (Uvision. 

We,  being  engaged,  (as  you  will  probably  recollect,)  in  the  transportation  business 
on  these  canals,  have  watched,  widi  a  great  deal  of  solicitude,  the  decaying  condition  of 
this  division,  and  are  now  perfecUy  satisfied,  that  it  cannot  lie  navigated  again,  until 
extensive  repairs  are  made.  'J'he  lieaviest  repair  now  required,  is  the  re-building  of 
the  guard  and  lift  lock,  at  the  •'  Hard-Scrabble"  dam.  This  lock  has  been  gradually 
collapsins;  for  some  years — has  now  become  so  narrow,  that  the  boats  have  had  their 
wales  taken  off,  and  a  great  many  boats  cannot  get  through  at  all.  The  walls  have  been 
caving  in  much  faster  this  fall,  than  ever  before,  and  must,  evidendy,  very  soon  fall. 
'I'he  lock  at  the  mouth  of  the  Conoquenessing  creek,  is  in  nearly  as  bad  condition, 
but  can,  probabl}',  be  made  to  answer  the  purpose  another  season,  with  slight  repairs. 

We  hope  you  will  excuse  us,  for  wishing  to  impress  upon  your  attention,  at  this 
time,  the  importance  of  these  repairs  being  made  hnmcdiatehjy  m  order  not  to  interrupt 
the  great  business  which  is  to  be  done  on  this  canal  next  year. 

If  we  understand  tlie  terms  of  the  charter  of  the  Erie  canal  compan)-,  the  Beaver 
division  was  to  be  transferred  to  them,  so  soon  as  they  should  have  completed  their 
canal,  so  as  to  pass  boats  through  to  the  harbor  of  Erie.  That  being  now  accomplished, 
we  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  the  best  policy  of  the  state  to  make 
the  transfer,  without  any  delay,  and  bind  the  company  to  commence  the  repairs  imme- 
diately, and  have  the  canal  ready  for  navigation,  on  or  before  the  first  of  April  next.  If 
these  repairs  arc  not  promptly  made,  the  damage  to  liie  manui'acturers  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  the  farmers  and  merchants  of  Beaver,  Mercer,  Crawford  and  Erie  counties,  who 
depend  upon  this  canal  for  the  transportation  of  their  manufactures  and  commodities  to 
a  market,  will  be  incalculable. 

The  merchants  and  millers  of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  many  of  them  now  understand 
the  eflects  of  the  reform  in  the  system  of  transportation,  whicli  has  been  brought  about 
during  your  administration,  by  the  encouragement  of  acc/hvi  boats  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal.  The  transporters  have  usually  opened  the  business  in  the  sprinuf,  at  ex- 
tremely high  rates.  Last  spring,  the  competition  of  the  section  l)oats,  kept  the  prices 
down  much  lower  than  they  ever  were  known  before.  The  few  who  brought  their 
goods  by  our  route,  profitted  by  it.  A  great  many  otiiers  who  saw  the  advantage  those 
enjoyed,  who  got  their  goods  so  early  and  so  cheap  by  our  route,  will  also  try  it  next 
season.  AVc  anticipate  a  very  great  increase  of  i/iaf  business,  as  well  as  extensive 
shipments  of  produce  from  the  s.nme  quarter,  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  via  Penn- 
sylvania canal. 

The  Mansfield  and  Sandusky  city  railroad  company,  have  contracted  with  the 
"  Great  Western"  iron  works,  in  Armstrong  county,  for  one  thousand  ciglit  hundred 
tons  of  iron,  to  be  delivered  next  spring. 

The  stale  of  Michigan,  will  also  make  |)r()positions  to  the  Pennsylvatiia  manufac- 
turers, for  some  two  diousand  tons  of  iron  for  her  roads,  to  be  laid  next  year.  Aside 
from  these  itiMus,  \hv  regular  sales  of  iron,  nails,  glass,  ^c,  manufactured  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  be  shipped  via  this  canal,  to  every  ]ioiiit  on  the  lakes,  from  IJuiralo  to  ('hicago, 
down  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  into  Indiana,  «tc.,  during  the  ensuing  year,  will 
exceed  ten  thousand  tons. 

In  what  work,  then,  has  Pennsylvania  and  her  citizens  a  deeper  interest,  than  in  the 
Beaver  division  and  Erie  extension  canals  ?     Wc  hope,  and  trust,  that  diis  canal  will 
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not  be  less  Pennsijlvanian  in  the  hands  of  tlic  Erie  canal  company,  than  it  would 
have  been,  had  it  been  held  by  the  state ;  and  that  its  completion  to  the  lake,  will  ever 
be  regarded  as  an  important  era  in  the  annals  of  Pennsylvania  improvements. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

CLARKE  &  CO. 


Doc.    No.    11. 


Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  relative  to  the  Erie 

Canal  Company. 


READ— January  13,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office, 
Harrisburg,  January  13,  1845. 

To  the  Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  instant,  requesting 
the  Auditor  General  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  Erie  canal  company,  have  filed 
in  his  office,  any  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  said  company  in  the  construction 
and  supervision  of  the  Erie  canal,  I  respectfully  inform  the  Senate  that  no  such  state- 
ment has  been  received  at  this  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  , 

Your  ob't  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 
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Doc.   No.    12. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  relative 
to  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal. 


READ— January  13,  1845. 


Canal  Commissioners'  Office,  > 
Harrisburg,  January  13,  1845.        3 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  inst.,  requesting  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal,  from  New-Castle  to  Erie,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  the  Board  and  the  supervisor  of  the  Beaver  division  of  said  canal. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 


Bridge  WATER,  2Sth  December,  1844. 
To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen  : — M.  B.  Lowry  has  this  day  arrived  here  from  Harrisburg,  having  pro- 
cured from  the  Governor  instructions  directed  to  me,  dated  the  18th  inst.,  to  make  a 
transfer  of  the  Beaver  division,  to  the  Erie  canal  company,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  incorporation,  &c. 

Upon  consulting  the  act,  as  to  the  Governor's  powers,  I  find  them  contained  in  the 
18th  section:  ''He  shall  cause  notice  to  be  given,"  &;c.  Lowry  claims  this  power  as 
being  sufficient  in  the  hands  of  any  one  to  whom  the  Governor  may  choose  to  delegate 
for  that  purpose,  and  I  presume  the  Governor  holds  the  same  opinion. 

The  11th  section  of  the  act  seems  to  favor  an  investment  of  the  property  in  the  com- 
pany, before  the  Legislature  can  resume.  Not  having  received  any  intelligence  from 
you  of  these  proceedings,  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  you  this  hasty  communica- 
tion. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

(Signed,)         J.  MITCHELL. 


Canal  Commissioners'  Office,  ') 
Harrisburg,  January  2,  1845.  3 

Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  informing  the  Board  that  M.  B.  Lowry,  had 
arrived  at  your  place  with  instructions  from  the  Governor  to  you,  to  surrender  the 
Beaver  division  to  the  Erie  canal  company,  is  received.  This  is  the  first  official  notice 
that  has  been  communicated  to  the  Board  in  relation  to  this  proceeding.  The  members 
of  the  Board  knew  nothing  of  the  instructions  to  which  you  allude,  until  some  days 
after  they  had  been  issued,  when  they  incidentally  heard  that  sucli  a  proceeding  had 
taken  place,  and  that  certain  certificates  in  relation  to  the  com|)letion  of  the  canal,  were 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.     That  such  direction  should 
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have  been  given  on  ex  parte  statements  or  certificates,  was  to  the  Board  a  matter  of  no 
little  surprise,  as  they  did  not  believe  the  simple  fact  of  one  or  two  boats  having  been 
forced  through  the  canal  at  the  close  of  navigation,  would,  in  itself,  be  regarded  by  any 
public  functionary,  as  evidence  of  the  canal  having  been  completed  in  a  bona  fide  man- 
ner, and  of  its  being  in  actual  use  for  the  transportation  of  merchandize,  throughout  its 
whole  length,  as  required  by  law,  before  the  company  should  be  entitled  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Beaver  division.  On  examination  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  however,  the 
Board  found  that  the  law  did  not  invest  tliem  with  any  authority  or  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject.  The  Governor  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  (Urecting  the  transfer 
without  communicating  any  information  to  the  Board  in  relation  to  it,  or  desiring  any 
from  them — and  with  him  it  must  rest.  Had  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  requisitions 
of  the  law,  to  entitle  the  company  to  the  canal,  had  been  complied  with  before  making 
the  transfer,  been  devolved  on  the  Board,  they  would  have  esteemed  it  their  duty  to 
have  made  an  actual  examination  in  person,  or  by  the  appointment  of  some  disinterest- 
ed person  or  persons,  to  have  satisfied  them  that  all  tlie  requirements  of  the  law  had 
been  in  good  faith  performed,  before  they  would  have  admitted  the  right  of  the  com- 
pany to  have  the  transfer  made.  As  the  Board  entertain  strong  doubts  in  relation  to 
the  completion  and  use  of  the  canal,  agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
law,  they  do  not  believe  the  company  is  entitled  at  this  time  to  the  possession  of  the 
Beaver  division,  and  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  transfer  ought  not  to  be  made. 
The  whole  subject  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  in  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Board,  as  soon  as  they  are  convened,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  take  it  into 
immediate  consideration. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

(Signed,)         JAMES  CLARKE, 

President. 
To  John  Mitchell,  Esq., 

Supervisor,  ^'c. 


Doc.  No.  13. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  relative  to  the  accounts 
of  W.  J.  B.  Andrews,  late  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 


READ— January  14,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ^ 

Ilarrisburg,  January  13,  1845.  5 

To  the  Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  requesting  the 
Auditor  General  to  inlbrm  the  Senate,  what  action  has  been  had  by  him,  under  the  act 
of  last  session,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Wm.  J.  B.  Andrews,  late  Clerk  of  the 
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House  of  Representatives.      And  also,  whether  any  action  has  been  had  in  reference  to 
the  acceptance  by  the  counsel  named,  in  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  vs.  Fritz. 

In  relation  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  inform  the  Senate,  that  in 
the  absence  of  Wm.  J.  B.  Andrews,  late  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who 
has  not  been  at  tiie  seat  of  government  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature, 
I  have  found  it  impossible  to  settle  the  old  accounts  of  that  officer,  as  required  by  the 
resolution  of  the  30th  of  April,  1844.  The  vouchers  have  never  been  in  the  possession 
of  this  department,  having  been  originally  settled  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  ;  'and  hence  they  are  not  subject  to  my  control,  if  they  should 
even  be  on  file,  which,  I  have  good  reason  for  believing,  is  not  the  case,  as  that  com- 
mittee usually  kept  no  records  of  their  proceedings,  except  what  appears  on  the  Journal 
of  the  House.  I  have,  therefore,  had  no  means  of  complying  with  the  requirements  of 
the  resolution  aforesaid. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  I  respectfully  inform  the  Senate,  that  this  department 
has  no  official  information  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 
Auditor  General. 


Doc.  No.   14. 


Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Danville  and  Pottsvillc  Railroad 

Company. 


READ— January  15,  1845. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  I  hereby  present  a  statement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  railroad,  for  the  year  1844. 

SAMUEL  R.  WOOD. 
President.,  1st  month  15  th,  1845. 


$3,901 

63 

167 

58 

13 

31 

43 

72' 

23 

35 

1 

44 

9 

75 

7 

39 

5 

20 

3 

00 

$4,176 
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Statement  of  receipts  for  tolls  on  coal,  <^v',,  over  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  railroad, 

during  the  year  1844. 

On  coal— 13,086  tons.  18  cwl.  2  qrs.  9  lbs. 

On  limestone — 687  tons,  9  cwt.  12  lbs.  ... 

On  lime — 1.317  bushels  lime,  .  .  ..  _ 

Pig  metal — 106  tons,  12  cwt.  1  qr.  23  1I)S. 

Merchandize— 64,362  lbs.  ...... 

Lumber— 2000  feet,      .----. 

Bark — 49  tons,  3  cwt.  .  .  .  _  . 

Castings — 18  tons,  1  qr.  27  lbs.  .... 

Bricks — 52  tons,  5  miles  at  10, 

Staves  and  hoop  poles,  .  .  .  .  _ 


Statement  of  erpendittires  on  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  railroad,  during  the  year 

1844. 
Railroad  repairs,  -  -  -  -  -  -         $2,481  46 

Bridge  repairs,  _  .  _  .  .  .  305  50 

Coal  car  repairs,  --...-  564  80 

Truck  repairs,  -....- 

Incidental  expenses,        _.....- 

Stationery,         ........ 

Taxes,  .....  .  - 

Weio-h-master  and  clerk's  salary.  _  _  _  . 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  the  Danville 
and  Pottsville  railroad,  for  the  year  1844. 

JOHN  BUDD,  Clerk. 
Sunhury,  December  2\,  1844. 
To  Mr.  Samuel  Carpenter, 

Treasurer  of  the  D.  c^-  P.  R.  R.  Co. 


74 

74 

67 

53 

5 

77 

27 

03 

600 

00 

$4,126 

83 

Statement  of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  Railroad  Company. 

DR. 
1844. 
December  1.   To  Railroad  : 

For  cost  of  construction,  &c.,         -             -             -  $706,87120 

Interest  on  guarantied  loan,               -              -              -  125,276  90 

Landings  at  Pottsville,         -              -              -     '         -  8,600  00 

Real  estate,             -              -              -              -              -  9,658  32 

Mount  Carbon  railroad  company,    -              -             .  2,444  09 

Delaware  coal  company,     .              -              .              -  702   15 

Sundry  individuals,              ....  2,984  27 

Bills  receivable,      -             -             -             -             -  290  00 

Expenses,               -             -              -             -              -  300  00 

Interest,     -             -             -             -              -            ,  -  72  48 

$857,199  41 
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CR. 
1844. 

December  1.   By  Capital  stock,        -  -  -  $550,280  00 

Less,  collateral  stock  account,         -  43,700  00 


-$506,580  00 

Guarantied  loan,    -----  300,000  00 

Bills  payable,         -             -              -•             -             -  33,681  05 

Certificates,  T.  Sharp,  superintendent,         -              -  4,264  95 

Bond  and  mortgage,             -             -             -             -  6,100  00 

Eastern  division,    -----  737  51 

Sundry  individuals,              -             .             .              -  5,178  12 

Stock,  (materials,)               -             -             .             .  256  50 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,    -             -             -  26  90 

Rent  ol"  cars,          -              -             -             -             -  102  59 

Bank  of  the  United  States,               ..             .             .  271   79 


$857,199  41 


1  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  accounts  on  the  books  of  the 
Danville  and  Potts ville  railroad  company  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1844  ;  and  I 
further  certify,  that  no  money  has  been  received  into  the  treasury  of  the  company  since 
the  last  annual  statement,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  guarantied  loan 
of  $300,000,  (as  the  annexed  statement  of  the  clerk  of  the  road  will  show.) 

SAMUEL  R.  WOOD,  President. 
S.  H.  CARPENTER,  Treasurer. 

Philadelphia,  January  10,  1845. 


City  of  Philadelphia^  ss. 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
eleventh  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1845,  personally  appeared  Samuel  R.  Wood,  Presi- 
dent, and  S.  H.  Carpenter,  Treasurer,  of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  railroad  company, 
who  being  sworn  or  affirmed,  do  respectively  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  just  and  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

SAMUEL  R.   AVOOD,  President, 
S.   H.   CARPENTER,   Treasurer. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  by  Samuel  R.  Wood,  and  sworn  and  subscribed  by  S.  H. 
Carpenter,  the  11th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1845,  before  me, 

PETER  HAY,  Alderman, 
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Doc.  No.   15. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  relative  to  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  his  office. 


READ— January  16,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ) 

Harrisburg^  January  16,  1845.  3 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — By  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  31st  May,  1844,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
provide  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  repair  of  the  canals  and  railroads  of 
the  state,  and  other  claims  upon  the  commonwealth,"  it  is  made  "the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  Auditor 
General,  State  Treasurer,  Surveyor  General  and  Canal  Commissioners,  severally,  to 
communicate  to  the  Legislature,  on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  in  each 
and  every  year  hereafter,  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  their  several 
departments  for  one  year,  from  the  lirst  of  June,  then  next  ensuing."  In  pursuance 
of  which,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  inform  the  Senate,  that  I  have  estimated  the  amount 
required  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  department  for  the  ensuing  year,  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Postage,  -  -  -  -      ■       - 

Messenger,  ..-.._- 

Stationery,  .--.._. 

Fuel,       ------- 

Lights,    ------- 

Miscellaneous,     -      .       - 


$730 

00 

220 

00 

150 

00 

60 

00 

10 

00 

10 

00 

— 

$1, 

,180 

00 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 
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Doc.   No.  16. 

Testimony  in  ihe  case  of  the  Delaware  and   Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany, taken  before  a  committee  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 


READ— January  17,  1845. 

Carbondale,  August  29,  1844, 

Jamks  Archbald,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb  : 
I  reside  in  this  town,  and  am  the  general  ajjent  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  f:inal 
company.     I  have  had   the  jreneral  charge   from  the  commencement  of  their  opera- 
tions, which  was  in  eighteen  hundred  and   twenty-eight,  with   the  exception  of  one 
year,  viz  :   18.36.   My  situation  is  such,  as  to  give  me  knowledge  of  all  the  actions 
of  the  cotnpany  in  this  place.     In  regard  to  general  merchandizing,  the  company  liave 
been  neither  direcUy  or  indirecdy  concerned  in  it.     The  company  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  either  by  its  agents  or  agent,  been  concerned  in  mechandizing.     We  have 
never  given  merchants  auliiority  to  purchase  oats  or  other  grain  for  the  company.  The 
company  have  been  in  the  habit  of  fixing  slated   prices  for  articles,  which  price  gener- 
ally controls  the  market.       The  company  have  kept  flour,  oil,  and  pov/der,  and  a  little 
pork,  to  give  in  exchange  for  coal  and  labor  to  those  in  their  employ.      We  have  some- 
times sold  a  little  powder  to  individuals,  other  than  miners.      We  sell  to  our  workmen 
from  two   thousand,  to  two  thousand  five  hundred  kegs   of  powder,  annually.      We 
usually  intend  to  make  a  profit  of  twenty-five  cents  per  keg — sometimes  we  have  sold 
powder  for  less   than  cost — we  generally  have  kept  a  steady  price  for  it ;   and  also  for 
oil.     Sometimes  the  men  have  bought  from  others,  when  they  could  get  it  cheaper  than 
from  the  company.     Originally,  we  commenced  business,  without  intending  to  keep 
any  of  these  articles  for  sale,  but  our  merchants  got  out.  and  we  found  it  a  matter  of 
great  inconvenience.     I  cannot  tell  the  quantity  of  oil  we  purchase  yearly  ;  I  cannot 
say  how  much  we  sell  to  the  contractors  ;  we  use  about  one  barrel  per  day  in  the  coal 
mines,  but  do  not  sell  half  as  much.      Sometimes  we  have  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon,  profit  on  the  oil  ;   we  buy  difl'erent  qualities,  and  sometimes  mix  them. 
We  average   thirty-five  gallons  of  oil  per  day,  from   the  1st  of  April,  until  the  first  of 
December,  inchiding  both  what  we  sell  and  what  we  use.   The  two  last  years  we  have 
used  over  twenty- five  thousand  bushels  of  oats  yearly  ;   we  have  obtained  them  princi- 
pally from  the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood,  with  one  exception,  which  was  year  before 
last,  when  we  brought  eight  thousand  bushels  from  the  Nordi  river.     We  bought  them 
there,  because  we  got  them  cheaper,  and  did  not  think,  when  we  sent,  that  they  could 
be  obtained  here  ;  they  cost  us  thirty-one  cents ;  those  we  bought  here,  forty  cents. 
Oats,  under  the  head  ol'  grain,  are  charged  two  cents  per  ton,  when  coining  over  tliirty 
miles  ;  it  would  !)(>  two  dollars  per  ton  for  oats,  from  Roundoutto  Honesdale  ;  there  are 
about  sixty  bushels  in  a  lt)n.      The  toll  from  Honesdale  to  (.'arbondale,  is  forty  cents  per 
ton;  we  brougiit  only  about  ^wi".  hundred  busluils  here,  the  rest  we  consumed  at  Hones- 
dale.     A  return  boat  carrying  down  coal,  is  bound  to  carry  back  Cwc  tons  tree  of  freight. 
We  never,  to  my  kuowledoe,  sold  these  oats  to  strangers  ;  they  were  all  consumed  by 
the  company.      W(!  hire  iu)rs('s,  pay  a  certain  amount  lor  them,  and   furnish  \^ee\\  our- 
selves,     The  whole  amount  of  loll  received  upon  the  company's  works,  for  the  last 
year,  was  thirty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars.      The  company  would 
allow  an  individual  to  carry  coal  \ipon  their  road,  but  no  regular  rate  of  toll  has  been 
established.      It  would  have  to  be  regulated  bv  agreement,  and  according  to  circum- 
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stances.  The  maximum  of  toll  allowed  to  he  charged  hy  the  company,  would  amount 
to  a  prohibhion.  I  would  feel  myself  allowed  to  ajrroe  wiUi  an  individual,  as  a  coal 
operator,  to  carrv  at  a  maximum  rale.  The  toll  upon  lumber,  say  one  thousand  feet, 
seasoned,  is  twentv-seven  cents,  from  here  to  Ilonesdale;  and  Iroin  thereto  Rouudout, 
is  thirty-two  cents,  making  the  whole  cost,  from  here  to  Rouudout,  including  transpor- 
tation on  railroad,  one  dollar  and  fifly-two  cents.  The  comi)any,  as  a  company,  if 
they  could  occupy  their  road  with  their  own-  business,  would  l)e  opposeil  to  individual 
enterprise,  unless  they  could  secure  some  reasonable  supply  to  the  railroad  and  canal. 
The  company  have  always  siffuitied  to  me  that  they  considered  their  road  a  public 
highway,  upon  which  individuals  could  have  articles  transported,  and  pointed  me  to 
the  law  controlling  them  upon  the  suliject.  We  would  permit  individuals  to  put  their 
own  cars  and  wagons  upon  the  road,  if  constructed  safely  am!  like  our  own.  The 
company  own  one  saw-mill,  and  maiuifacture  as  much  lumber  as  they  can  for  their  own 
use,  and  sometimes  they  have  sold  bills  of  lumber  for  shanties  for  workmen.  They 
will  manufacture  about  one  million  feet  of  lumber  this  year.  It  is  principally  hemlock. 
We  have  furnished  our  workmen,  perhaps  five  hundred  dollars  worth  per  year,  and  per- 
haps not  over  three  hundred  dollars  worth.  There  is  no  actual  necessity,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  lumber,  that  we  should  furnish  to  others,  but  we  could  make  no  other  use 
of  it,  as  it  was  poor  lumber,  not  tit  for  railroad  use.  We  buy  a  good  deal  of  other 
himber.  We  never  have  sent  anv  to  market.  We  have  bought  in  one  year,  as  high 
as  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  flour — we  sold  it  to  our  men,  and  bought  it  for  that  pur- 
pose. We  may  have  made  here  about  fifty  cents  per  barrel.  It  is  generally  brought 
up  by  the  boatmen  under  their  arrangement  of  return  freight.  VV^e  have  bought  this 
amount  for  the  two  last  years.  We  have  bought  flour  liere  to  send  to  Ilonesdale,  for 
our  workmen.  I  have  sometimes  bought  flour  here  in  my  own  name,  and  sent  it  to 
Honesdale,  and  the  company  charged  loll.  The  reason  why  we  imported  flour  was, 
because  we  feared  its  scarcity.  We  never  have  under-sold  the  market  here  much. 
We  have  not  sold  intentionally  to  any  person  but  to  the  workmen.  I  don't  know  that 
this  importation  changed  the  price  of  flour  here.  We  generally  took  about  the  going 
price  here.  Year  before  last,  there  really  was  a  scarcity,  notwithstanding  what  we 
brought  in.  We  never  have  made  it  a  condition,  to  my  knowledge,  that  the  workmen 
should  purchase  from  us,  oil,  flour  or  powder.  I  supposed  the  company  had  a  right 
to  send  for  flour  under  their  charter.  Before  I  sent  for  the  second  supply,  I  knew 
Mr.  Mott  felt  aggrieved  as  a  miller,  but  thought  the  community  liked  it.  The 
year  there  was  no  supply  in  the  market  here,  I  think  the  price  of  flour  was  reduced 
one  dollar  per  barrel  by  the  company's  importing  it.  I  never  br'Hight  flour  from  New 
York  when  I  thought  there  was  no  scarcity  here,  with  the  exception  of  some  few 
barrels  for  our  particular  use,  because  we  thought  it  better.  The  company  is  not 
engaged  in  any  other  manulacturing  than  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  in  making 
their  own  cars.  We  never  have  brought  other  kinds  of  produce  here,  except  when 
there  was  a  scarcity,  and  we  could  get  them  cheaper  elsewhere.  The  company  owns 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  seven  and  a-half  acres  of  land  ;  but  out  of  this 
amount  we  have  sold  two  hundred  acres.  I  have  bought  a  tract  of  land  and  paid  for  it 
out  of  my  own  funds,  of  about  four  hundred  acres — the  company  agreeing  to  suff*er  a 
loss  in  a  re-sale,  in  order  to  secure  a  right  of  way.  These  lands  all  lie  within  ten 
miles  of  the  waters  of  the  Lackawaxen.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Clarkson,  or  any 
other  agent,  has  purchased  land  in  the  Lackawanna  valley,  and  taken  the  title  in  his  or 
their  name,  for  the  benefit  of  the  company.  Mr.  Clarkson  and  myself  have  purchased 
about  one  hundred  acres  ;  but  for  our  own  use,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  company. 
The  company  do  not  even  know  that  we  own  it.  The  company  have  bought  hav  for 
their  own  use.  We  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of  pressed  hay  year  before 
last  at  Rouudout,  out  of  which  we  sold  about  twenty-five  tons.  When  it  \vas  sold,  it 
was  in  particular  cases — the  purchasi.-rs  suflering  for  want  of  it.  We  always  have 
powder  and  oil  on  hand,  for  sale  to  the  miners.  Flour,  fish,  pork  and  oats  we  have 
had,  not  constantly,  but  occasionally,  on  hand.  There  are  no  other  articles  we  have 
kept.  If  we  were  sure  that  ihis  town  could  afford  a  constant  supply  of  oil  and  j-ow- 
der,  [  do  not  think  the  company  would  keep  them,  although  I  can  not  speak  postively. 
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We  may  make  twenty  five  hundred  dollars  a  year  on  all  the  oil  and  powder  we  sell ; 
we  never  sell  oil  and  powder  to  any  one  save  the  workmen,  except  in  a  special  case, 
and  as  a  particular  favor.  To  my  knowledge,  no  charge  has  ever  been  made  for  toll 
on  coal  exceeding  the  legal  charge.  The  whole  cost  of  the  railroad,  including  engines, 
oriirinal  cost  and  improvement,  is  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand,  six  hundred 
and  twenty-three  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  up  to  March  1st,  1844.  The  annual  cost  is 
twenty  thousand  dollars  and  upwards,  for  repairs. 
Cross  examined  by  counsel  for  petitioners  : 

I  think  toll  has  been  charged  at  the  legal  rates.  The  company  took  over  the  rail- 
road last  year  two  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  tons  of  coal,  and  about  two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  thousand  tons  over  the  canal.  The  company's  books  contain  the 
cost  of  canal  and  annual  repairs. 

The  company  have  carried  over  the  canal,  in   the   following  years,  the   following 
amount  of  coal,  viz  : 
In   1829,  -  -  7,000  tons.  In  1837,  -  -         115,387  tons. 

1830,  -  -  43,000    "  1838,  -  -  76,321   " 

1831,  -  -  54,000   "  1839,  -  -  122,300   " 

1832,  -  -  84,000   "  1840,       .    -  -         148,470   '' 


7,000  tons.] 

43,000 

54,000 

84,000 

111,777 

43,700 

90,845 

104,500 

1833,  -  -  111,777   "  1841,  -  -  192,270 

1834,  -  -  43,700   "  1842,  -  -  205,253 

1835,  -  -  90,845  "  1843,  -  -  227,605 
1836, 

The  whole  of  the  above,  also,  passed  over  the  railroad  ;  they  have  no  account  of 
their  own  freight ;  it  may  amount  to  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand  per  year.  Maurice 
Wurls  has  purchased  the  Warder  tract,  adjoining  the  company's  land,  for  $15,000. 
Mr.  Wurts  is  the  agent  of  the  company,  but,  I  think,  not  their  general  agent ;  the 
general  agent  is  Mr.  Seymour,  and  the  President  of  the  company,  John  Wurts.  I 
made  some  inquiry  of  Mr.  Jones,  in  regard  to  this  land,  but  not  by  suggestion  of  the 
company  ;  I  do  not  know  for  what  purpose  Mr.  Wurts  has  purchased  it.  The  cost  of 
coal  at  Honesdale,  is$l.02|  per  ton.  The  company  have  never  made  any  prepara- 
tions for  carrying  the  coal  of  others.  The  company  have  never  refused  to  carry  coal 
for  individuals.  The  reason  why  we  have  not  been  particular  in  fixing  a  tarift'  of  tolls 
upon  coal,  is  from  the  fact,  that  there  is  no  coal  in  the  neighborhood  convenient  for 
mining.  The  reason  the  company  brought  flour  from  abroad,  was,  that  it  was  repre- 
sented to  us,  by  the  merchants,  that  there  would  be  a  great  scarcity  here  ;  and  that  the 
prices  would  go  up  to  ten  dollars  per  barrel.  When  the  flour  was  brought  into  the 
market,  we  could  scarcely  supply  the  demand  for  it.  it  being  so  scarce,  and  the  demand 
so  great.  The  company  made  a  regular  tariff  of  tolls  on  coal  transported  on  the  canal, 
during  the  year  1843,  at  one  cent  and  a-half  per  mile,  but  did  not  fix  any  on  the  rail- 
road ;  and  kept  no  account  of  their  own  freight. 

JAMES  ARCHBALD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1844. 

James  Clarkson,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb : 
I  am  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company ;  I  have  charge  of 
the  mines  ;  have  been  in  their  employ  about  thirteen  years  ;  my  agency  extends  no 
further  than  in  the  superintending  of  the  mines.  To  my  knowledge,  the  company 
have  not  been  engaged,  eiihcr  directly  or  indirectly,  in  buying  or  selling  merchandize  j 
they  have  never  interfered  in  any  instance,  to  my  knowledge,  with  individual  enter- 
prise. I  know  that  tlie  company  are  manufacturing  lumber,  and  that  they  have  a  saw 
mill ;  I  cannot  correctly  say  to  what  extent  they  have  manufactured  ;  they  have,  I 
should  think,  for  tlie  last  three  years,  manufactured  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  lumber  that 
is  used  for  the  mines,  and  all  on  the  railroad  to  the  Summit ;  I  do  not  know  the  quan- 
tity used  yearly  by  the  company.  I  know  that  they  have  sold  flour  to  the  workmen, 
and  brought  in  hay  and  oats  for  their  own  use  ;  I  do  not  know  the  quantity  of  flour 


DELAWARE  AND  HUDSON  CANAL  COMPANY.  145 

used  by  the  company  yearly.  I  do  not  know  that,  from  the  excessive  toll  charged  by 
the  company,  it  prevents  individual  enterprise  from  getting  out  and  sendingcoal  away. — 
I  never  lieard  any  one  express  a  wish  to  carry  coal.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  the 
agents  of  the  company  hold  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  company.  The  company  have 
not  had  their  lands  surveyed  while  I  have  been  in  their  employ.  I  purchased  a  coal 
interest  down  the  Lackawanna,  in  company  with  Mr.  Archbald ;  it  was  not  purchased 
for  the  company,  and  they  have  no  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  it.  When  the 
company  brought  flour  here,  I  did  not  hear  any  complaint  from  any  individual,  in 
regard  to  their  destroying  the  market  here  by  bringing  in  flour.  The  workmen  mosfly 
buy  their  oil  and  powder  from  the  company,  and  sometimes  from  the  merchants  in  the 
village  :  but  we  never  restrict  them,  and  they  can  go  wherever  they  can  buy  the 
cheapest.  We  never  hold  out  any  promise  or  persuasion  to  them  to  buy  oil  or  powder 
from  us.  I  make  contracts  with  the  miners  ;  I  never  have,  in  any  instance,  in  making 
contracts  with  them,  made  it  a  condition  that  they  should  purchase  oil  or  powder  from 
the  company.  We  have  three  hundred  and  seventy  or  eighty  men  at  work  in  the 
mines  j  I  do  not  know  how  many  are  engaged  upon  the  railroad.  We  have  never 
varied  in  the  price  of  powder  and  oil  j  we  flx  a  price,  and  have  ke])t  the  same  uniform 
rate  for  years  j  and  if  it  falls  in  price,  or  advances,  there  is  no  change  ;  neither  do  we 
change  if  there  is  a  change  of  price  in  mining.  We  in  no  case  take  advantage  of  a 
change  in  the  rise  or  fall  of  produce. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  petitioners  : 
We  have  been  selling  powder  for  the  last  few  years  to  the  miners,  at  three  dollars 
per  keg.  In  selling  flour  they  have  generally  been  charged  the  common  market  price 
■ — in  some  instances  more,  and  in  some  less.  I  know  the  localities  of  the  company's 
land.  They  chiefly  lie  in  the  coal  district  down  the  Lackawanna,  in  disconnected  bodies. 
They  do  not  lie  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere  with  other  enterprises  in  the  coal  trade. 
To  my  knowledge,  they  have  not  been  purchased  for  such  an  interference.  There  are 
other  lands  in  Blakely  for  individual  enterprise,  without  the  lands  of  the  company  in- 
terfering ;  there  is  an  out-let  for  these  lands  down  the  valley,  and  there  could  be  an 
out-let  over  the  company's  road.  The  company  have  opened  a  site  about  one  mile 
below  the  town  of  Carbondale,  for  a  railroad  :  they  have  surveyed  about  six  or  seven 
miles.  The  southerly  extremity  of  the  company's  land  is  about  ten  miles  ;  they  are 
in  the  coal  region.  I  should  think  Cobb's  Gap  would  be  the  most  natural  out-let  for 
that  coal. 

Questions  by  counsel  of  company  : 

I  should  suppose  that  about  one-half  of  the  company's  lands,  were  coal  lands.  The 
lower  lands  are  the  same  lands  that  were  owned  by  the  company  at  the  time  of  their 
incorporation.  There  are  no  other  lands  contiguous  to  the  railroad  within  six  mfles  of 
this,  upon  which  a  coal  business  could  be  done.  The  company  generally  buy  the  lo^s 
from  people  about,  that  they  use  about  the  mines  and  railroad,  I  think  there  are  about 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour  sold  in  the  village,  annually.  I  never 
heard  a  merchant  complain,  or  any  complaint  made  by  the  traders,  that  the  company 
brought  in  flour.  Flour  is  generally  higher  here  than  in  New  York.  The  supply  of 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  except  that  which  the  company  brought 
in,  has  come  mosfly  from  the  valley.  In  some  cases,  we  thought  the  miflers  held  their 
flour  above  a  fair  market  price,  but  do  not  know  that  the  millers  in  this  country  wished 
to  extort  from  the  people,  by  holding  their  flour  above  a  fair  market  price.  The  object 
of  bringing  the  flour  in.  by  the  company,  was  to  reduce  the  market  price,  or  to  keep  it 
stationary.  The  market  price  here  was  luijher  in  proportion  for  flour,  than  for  other 
grain,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  the  crops.  There  are  a  great  many  potatoes  con- 
sumed here;  there  was  a  scarcity  here  a  year  or  so  ago;  the  price  of  potatoes  here, 
last  fall,  was  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  I  suppose  potatoes  were  not  sent  in  here  because 
they  were  not  enquired  for.  I  never  knew  the  directors  at  Roundout,  to  send  in  flour 
or  grain  here,  without  orders  from  here.  We  never  have  given  to  the  hands  orders  oil 
stores.  Our  workmen  are  always  paid  in  cash,  monthly.  We  pay  in  and  about  the 
mines,  about  thirteen  thousand  dollars  per  month.  There  must  be  about  two  hundred 
Vol.  IL— iO  S. 
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and  fifty  acres  of  land,  from  which  the  coal  has  been  taken  from  a  stratum  of  eight  feet. 
There  is  another  vein  of  five  feet,  but  not  workable  with  equal  facility.  It  is  below  the 
other,  with  three  feet  of  intervening  slate.  They  have  never  paid  the  hands  in  flour, 
because  they  could  not  get  the  money.  There  was  some  depreciated  paper  sent  on 
here  as  remittances.  There  was  paper  of  various  banks  sent  to  pay  hands,  that  was 
depreciated  from  six  or  ten  per  cent.  I  always  understood,  however,  it  was  received 
in  exchange  for  coal,  and  not  bought  up  to  be  paid  out.  It  was  during  the  time  that 
Pennsylvania  money  was  depreciated.  Never  was  less  than  a  quarter,  and  generally 
one-half,  of  par  money  paid. 

JAMES  CLARKSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1844. 

Stephen  H.  Pierson,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb  : 
I  am  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company ;  I  com- 
menced working  for  them  about  a  year  ago  last  March  ;  I  superintend  the  lumbering ; 
I  do  not  know  that  the  company  have  been  engaged,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  selling  or 
buying  merchandize,  with  the  exception  of  flour,  and  one  barrel  of  pork,  which  was 
sold  to  Mr.  Decker,  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  The  company  sawed 
the  first  six  months  I  took  charge  of  the  mill,  from  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  per  month  j 
since  then,  about  one  hmidred  thousand  per  month.  They  sawed  all  kinds  of  timber, 
almost — railroad  timber  ;  timber  for  cars  ;  boxes  for  cars,  and  mine  rails.  There  has 
been  some  lumber  sold  to  the  company's  men,  for  building  shantees  and  dwellings  of 
various  kinds.  There  was  nearly  one  thousand  dollars  worth  sold  last  season,  I  think, 
to  the  men.  There  has  been  some  little  sold,  to  men  not  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany. Thus  far,  this  year,  there  has  not  been  as  much  sold  to  the  men,  in  proportion, 
as  last  season.  The  logs  are  got  from  farmers  ;  brought  in  from  one  to  seven  miles. 
The  company  cut  some  on  their  own  land,  last  season  ;  they  cut,  perhaps,  one  quarter 
of  the  whole  used.  Last  season  they  paid  out  over  three  thousand  dollars  for  logs. 
There  are  saw  mills  about,  from  which  they  could  obtain  their  lumber,  but  it  would  be 
very  inconvenient.  They  tried  it  once,  but  they  could  not  get  the  kind  of  timber  they 
wanted.  The  kind  they  wish  could  be  obtained  from  other  mills.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  company  has  sold  flour  or  oats,  or  oil,  or  powder,  to  those  who  were  not  in  their 
employment.  I  have  purchased  flour  from  the  company.  I  got  it,  because  it  was  better, 
and  the  company  would  let  it  run  till  pay  day  ;  and  the  man  I  boarded  with,  wanted 
some.  The  price  fell  immediately,  when  the  company  brought  in  their  flour,  froin 
seven  and  a  half  dollars  per  barrel,  to  six.  I  have  bouglit  flour  from  other  individuals, 
than  the  company.  The  company,  or  its  agents,  never  intimated  to  me,  that  I  should 
buy  flour  from  them.  I  have  kept  flour  to  sell  myself,  since  I  have  been  in  their  em- 
ploy.    Have  never  bought  pork,  fish  or  oats,  from  the  company. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  petitioners : 

The  company  have  bought  flour  from  the  valley,  in  the  last  six  months  ;  tliey  do  not 
keep  a  constant  supply  on  hand.  The  company  have  a  store- house,  where  every  thing 
that  comes  over  the  railroad,  is  left ;  they  have  an  old  building,  where  they  keep  their 
oil.  If  their  hands  apply  for  a  bill  of  lumber,  they  generally  supply  them,  if  they  have 
logs  to  suit.  There  is  more  lumber  used  by  the  company,  on  this  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, than  is  sawed.  They  buy  a  large  amount  of  pine,  and  some  ash  and  oak.  I  was 
instructed  to  sell  to  none  but  to  the  hands,  and  sometimes  not  to  them.  Mr.  Knapp 
had  but  very  little  flour,  when  it  fell  from  seven  and  a-half  per  barrel  ;  and  there  was 
very  little  here.  It  would  have  risen  to  ten  dollars,  unless  the  weather  had  altered.  I 
sawed  logs  for  Mr.  Cameron  ;  they  were  white  wood  logs.  There  w^as  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty  about  the  right  to  them,  and  after  some  inquiry,  we  sawed  them.  It  was  about 
three  thousand  feet  of  white  wood  we  sawed  for  Mr.  Cameron. 

S.  H.  PIERSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1844. 
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Alexander  Ruthven,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb  : 
I  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  ranal  company,  a  little  short 
of  two  years.  I  am  a  clerk,  and  have  charge  of  the  settlements  of  all  the  hands,  except 
the  saw  mill  hands,  this  side  of  plane  number  one.  The  company  have  not  been 
engaged  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  merchandize,  to  my  knowledge,  save  in  bringing 
flour  from  the  city.  About  one  thousand  Iiarrels  came  over  the  road  last  year,  and  not 
so  many  the  year  before.  It  was  disposed  of  chiefly  to  the  minei-s.  Flour  was  brought 
Up  sometimes  when  there  was  none,  or  scarcely  any  in  the  market  here.  I  do  not 
know  what  effect  it  had  upon  the  market  here  :  there  was  generally  fifty  cents  profit 
put  upon  a  barrel ;  the  flour  was  always  warranted  by  the  company,  and  frequently 
brought  back  as  damaged ;  it  was  sold  last  year  from  five  to  six  dollars  per  barrel ;  I 
would  give  orders  for  the  flour  before  it  came,  and  frequently  had  a  hundred  waiting 
for  it.  Should  think  there  were  about  a  half  a  dozen  men  engaged  about  the  saw  mill 
in  the  manufacturing  of  lumber. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  of  petitioners  : 

The  company  sold  a  small  quantity  of  fish  and  pork  to  hands.  My  instructions 
were  not  to  give  orders  for  produce  to  any  but  to  workmen  of  the  company.  A  citizen 
or  merchant  could  not  get  flour  or  other  produce  ;  have  often  been  asked  by  merchants 
to  sell  to  them  ;  flour  was  sometimes  sold  for  more,  and  sometimes  less  than  market 
price.  I  know  that  the  miners  have  bought  powder  and  oil  from  other  places.  The 
merchants  general!}^  here  kept  flour  to  sell,  and  never  heard  them  complain  of  the  com- 
pany's keeping  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  glad  of  it,  as  it  kept  down  the  price  of 
flour.  The  price  of  flour  has  been  uniformly  higher  here  than  in  the  New  York  mar- 
ket. My  knowledge  is  taken  from  the  quotations.  The  company  buy  and  use  a  great 
deal  more  lumber  annually  than  they  make  ;  I  am  a  paying  clerk  of  the  company. 
The  books  will  show  the  amount  paid  for  flour  monthly  by  the  hands,  ber  barrel. 
This  is  a  statement  of  the  prices  of  flour  sold  by  the  company  in  the  following 
years,  viz  : 

1842,  September,  .  .  .  .  - 
October,  ->..-..- 
November,  >  >  -  o  - 
December,            ^             .             »             »             » 

1843,  May,  .  -  .  .  -  w 
June,  -  w  ..  >  »  . 
July,  ..>-.. 
August,  ..----- 
October,  >.---. 
November,  .  .  .  -  . 
December,            >....- 

A. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  30th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1844. 

George  F.  Knapp,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb : 
I  have  never  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  I  have  been  here  about  eleven 
years,  and  have  been  in  the  mercantile  business  the  whole  period,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years.  I  presume  I  know  as  much  about  the  affairs  of  the  company  as  the  citi- 
zens generally.  I  do  not  know  that  the  company  or  its  agents  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  buying  or  selling  merchandize.  Do  not  know  that  they  ever  had  any  arrangement 
with  any  mercantile  establishment.  The  company  have  had  pork  and  flour  on  hand. 
I  do  not  know  that  they  brought  in  flour  until  the  last  three  or  four  years — think  they 
have  brought  in  more  within  the  last  two  years,  than  they  did  before.  In  the  spring 
of  1843,  flour  was  scarce.  I  was  engaged  in  the  selling  of  flour  that  year.  In  June 
of  that  year,  I  sold,  I  think,  at  six  dollars  and  fifty,  and  some  as  high  as  seven  dollars 
per  barrel.  The  cash  price  was  from  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  six  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-five cents  per  barrel.     The  flour,  the  company  brought  in,  affected  the  market  as  to 
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the  ready  sale,  and  the  price  to  some  extent.  There  never,  to  my  knowledge,  was  a 
combination  among  the  millers  to  raise  the  price  of  flour,  so  as  to  extort  from  the  com- 
munity. I  should  not  think,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  market  in  those  years,  that  if 
no  flour  had  been  brought  in  by  the  company,  the  price  would  have  gone  up  to  ten  dol- 
lars per  barrel.  I  never  heard  of  any  actual  or  supposed  dearth  of  grain  in  this  country 
during  those  years.  When  flour  is  brought  from  Wilkesbarre  here  for  sale,  they  pro- 
fess to  ask  the  advance  of  cost  of  transportation  from  Wilkesbarre  here.  If  the  com- 
pany had  not  brought  flour  in  during  those  two  years,  the  price  would  have  been  higher, 
but  I  don't  think  the  people  would  have  suffered  greatly  on  account  of  its  scarcity.  I 
have  sold  as  high  as  six,  seven,  ten,  and  twelve  hundred  ban-els  of  flour  here  a  year. 
Twelve  hundred  was  the  highest  I  ever  sold  in  one  year.  I  never  sent  any  thing  over 
the  road  but  oats  and  flour.  I  bought  six  thousand  bushels  of  oats  from  Mr.  Wells  and 
wished  to  send  them  to  Honesdale.  The  regular  rate  of  toll  and  transportation  from 
here  to  Honesdale  was  three  cents  per  bushel,  at  that  time,  as  I  understood.  I  called 
on  the  man  having  charge  of  the  car  once  or  twice,  and  after  putting  me  off,  he  said  I 
must  call  upon  Mr.  Archbald.  He  had  been  (I  mean  the  man  at  the  cars)  in  the  habit 
of  letting  me  have  cars.  I  called  on  Mr.  Archbald — he  said  he  did  not  want  to  carry 
any  articles  that  would  not  pay  as  well  as  coal — that  they  had  increased  the  rate  of  toll 
and  transportation  from  three  to  four  cents.  I  thought  he  did  not  want  them  to  go 
over,  the  reason  was,  as  I  supposed,  because  the  company  had  been  in  negotiation  for 
the  oats,  so  Mr.  Wells  told  me,  and  he  would  not  let  me  have  Ihem  until  he  had  sent 
over  his  boy  to  the  company.  This  was  in  the  spring  of  1841  j  there  was  a  scarcity 
that  year.  I  bought  the  oats,  but  I  did  not  know  that  they  had  raised  the  toll  till  after 
the  purchase.  Mr.  Archbald  charged  me  four  cents  for  toll  and  transportation.  They 
had  always  charged  me  three  cents  before,  although  I  had  not  sent  any  over  previously 
that  season.  That  was  the  only  instance  I  know  of  a  high  toll  being  charged.  I 
thought  that  cent  a  bushel  was  put  upon  me  because  I  had  bought  the  oats.  1  should 
think  that  four  cents  for  thirty  pounds  was  too  much,  as  they  averaged  about  that  per 
bushel.  I  should  think  tliat  the  price  charged  me  per  bushel,  viz :  four  cents,  was  too 
high.  They  have  a  v/agon  in  which  they  carry  their  own  oats  over,  which  I  have 
used.  I  did  not  sign  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  asking  an  investigation.  My  interests 
as  a  merchant  are  promoted  by  the  existence  of  the  company  here.  I  think  if  the 
company  should  stop  their  business  here,  Carbondale  could  not  thrive  as  a  business 
place.  As  a  business  man  I  have  sometimes  thought  the  company  had  injuriously  in- 
terfered with  the  interests  of  the  merchants.  By  interfering  with  the  importation  of 
flour,  they  prevent  the  merchants  from  selling  about  the  same  amount  the  company 
imports.  The  importation  of  flour  by  the  company  has  had  a  tendency  to  keep  down 
the  price  of  that  commodity.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been  any  general  com- 
plaint among  the  traders,  or  merchants,  in  regard  to  the  importation  by  the  company 
of  produce.  It  has  been  a  subject  of  occasional  remark,  however,  between  one  mer- 
chant and  another.  I  think  I  have  never  been  asked  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  Legislature 
complaining  of  the  grievances  that  the  company  inflicted  upon  the  people.  I  do  not 
think  my  own  personal  interests  would  be  such  as  to  pay  me  for  complaining  of  the 
company  to  the  Legislature.  I  have  seen  these  petitions.  I  know  the  company  have 
a  saw  mill.  I  have  heard  but  one  person  (Mr.  Durfec]  complain  of  their  manufactur- 
ing lumber.     He  owns  a  saw  mill  in  the  vicinity. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  of  petitionei's : 

I  have  had  plaster  brought  over  the  railroad,  but  not  for  several  years.  I  do  not 
recollect  the  tolls  then,  but  think  I  paid  one  dollar  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  ton, 
from  Honesdale  bore.  I  never  knew  the  company  to  deal  in  plaster.  Other  persons 
could  not  bring  flour  here  as  cheap  as  the  company  ;  and  they  could  be  able  to  monopo- 
lize the  traihc,  if  they  desired,  as  the  coal  boats  are  bound  to  bring  back  five  tons  of 
freight  free  of  charge.  An  individual  could  not  compete  witli  the  company.  I  do  not 
think,  that  the  company  send  up  to  exceed  one  quarter  of  the  freight  they  could  demand 
of  the  return  boats,  'i'he  merchants  pay  a  good  deal  of  obeisance  to  the  company, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  their  patronage.     It  is  the  opinion  of  the  merchants,  that 


DELAWARE  AND  HUDSON  CANAL  COMPANY.  149 

their  whole  success  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  company.  I  furnished  Mr. 
Mott,  in  the  spring  of  1843,  some  money  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  grain  to  sup- 
ply the  market  at  that  time  with  flour.  We  did,  and  could,  sell  flour  at  $6  50  per 
barrel  and  make  a  profit  on  it.  The  company's  introducing  flour  here,  stopped  Mr. 
Mott's  and  my  speculation.  I  made  nine  dollars  on  the  hundred  advanced,  as  one  half 
of  the  profits.  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  at  that  time  a  prospect  of  a  great  scarcity 
of  flour.  The  money  was  invested  as  long  as  we  could  make  it  profitable.  Tiie  crop 
was  not  injured  that  year  to  any  extent.  I  think,  if  the  company  had  not  brought  up 
this  flour,  that  the  place  would  still  have  been  supplied,  but  the  price  would  have  been 
higher.  I  do  not  think,  that  the  arrangement  between  Mott  and  myself,  was  suflicient 
to  supply  the  place,  nor  did  we  intend  it;  we  merely  entered  into  it  as  a  speculation. 
The  community  did  not  understand  that  Mott  and  myself  had  entered  into  an  arrange- 
ment to  supply  them.  I  do  not  think  the  cummunity  was  injured  by  the  importation 
of  flour  by  the  company,  but  the  effect  of  it  was  to  put  the  profits  into  the  hands  of 
the  company,  instead  of  the  merchants.  I  have  never  heard  the  merchants  in  a  Imdy, 
complain  of  the  importation  of  flour;  it  is  a  subject,  however,  of  occasional  remark. 
It  has  never  been  talked  of  as  a  serious  grievance,  or  harped  upon  very  much.  I  do 
not  believe,  that  the  company  have  ever  exerted  any  particular  influence  among  the 
merchants  to  induce  them  to  pursue  any  particular  course,  as  regards  the  company  or 
its  agents.  I  never  heard  Mr.  Durfee  complain  against  the  company  for  manufacuiring 
lumber,  until  they  had  had  some  difficulty.  I  do  not  know  that  the  company  cliarged 
me  for  toll  and  transportation  of  boats,  in  1841,  more  than  they  did  any  one  else.  I 
never  was  denied  the  use  of  the  railroad  as  a  public  highway.  The  company,  by  the 
large  amount  of  oats  they  consume,  establish  the  cash  price ;  and  those  prices  established, 
are  fair  prices. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  this  August  29th,  A.  D.  1844. 


GEO.  F.  KNAPP. 


Jesse  Gardner,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb  : 
I  am  not  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  I  was  engaged  some  four  or  five  years  in 
dealing  in  flour,  until  within  about  three  years  back.  Since  then,  I  have  been  employed 
in  tanning  and  currying.  When  engaged  in  the  flour  business,  I  owned  a  mill  about 
twelve  miles  down  the  Lackawanna.  During  that  time,  Carbondale  was  supplied  with 
flour  principally  from  below ;  some  came  from  New  York  and  some  from  the  west. 
Generally  there  was  no  difficulty  in  supplying  this  market  from  below,  except  at  one 
time,  in  1837,  when  it  was  very  scarce  and  high,  and  flour  was  at  twelve  dollars  at 
Wilkesbarre.  I  do  not  know  that  the  flour  brought  in  at  that  period  injuriously 
affected  the  interest  of  the  merchants.  I  have  not  been  conversant  with  the  state  of 
the  flour  market  for  the  last  two  years.  I  should  suppose,  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
country  below,  that  there  has  been  enough  wheat  raised  in  it  to  supply  the  market  for 
the  last  two  years.  I  never  saw  one  of  these  petitions  of  investigation  unless  that  is 
one.  I  know  nothing  more  of  the  company  being  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
merchandize,  than  their  selling  flour,  pork,  powder,  oil,  and  fish,  to  their  hands.  I 
know  the  company  have  a  saw-mill  above  here,  and  I  stocked  it  for  them  for  a  short 
time.  I  never  knew  them  to  send  lumber  to  market  and  sell  it;  but  they  have  sold 
litde  bills  to  their  hands.  I  have  transported  flour  and  meal  over  the  road.  I  did  not 
consider  they  charged  me  extravagant  toll  or  transportation  for  it.  I  paid  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  barrel.  I  have  heard  some  little  complaint  of  the  charges  for  toll  and 
transportation  over  the  road.  I  have  heard  five  or  six  of  the  merchants  complain  of 
the  company's  charging  them  too  high.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  considered  myself 
aggrieved  or  imposed  upon  by  the  company. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  of  petitioners  : 
I  have  dealt  very  little  in  oats.     The  cash  price  of  oats  is  generally  regulated  by  the 
company.     I  don't  know  that  the  patronage  of  the  company  was  courted  by  the  mer- 
chants in  particular,  any  more  than  any  other  trade.     I  don't  know  any  instance  where 
the  company  have  excited  a  prejudice  against  any  particular  merchant  or  dealer.     I 
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think  the  prosperity  of  this  place  depends  wholly  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  companyj 
that  is,  I  think  that  little  would  be  done  here  if  the  company  would  stop.  I  never 
paid  but  six-pence  a  bushel  to  bring  grain  from  below  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  and 
a  shilling  a  barrel  for  flour  from  Berwick  to  the  head  of  the  valley.  It  is  seventeen 
cents  freight  per  bushel  for  grain  from  Derrstown  down  to  Philadelphia.  As  a  general 
thing,  since  I  knew  any  thing  about  it,  flour  could  be  brought  from  the  West  Branch 
to  the  valley  below,  and  sold  at  a  profit  at  a  less  price  than  it  can  from  New  York.  I 
have  never  known  the  time  when  the  market  could  not  have  been  supplied  cheaper 
from  below  than  from  New  York,  except  the  one  time  I  spoke  about.  For  the  last  two 
or  three  years  I  have  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  flour  market.  The  standard 
price  created  by  the  company  for  oats,  was  a  reasonable  price,  both  to  buyer  and 
seller.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  persons  in  this  community,  have  ever  been  interfered 
with  in  their  rights  by  this  company  or  their  agents.  I  have  never  known  of  such  a 
case.  The  company  are  large  patrons  to  the  merchants  here  yearly ;  they  buy  a 
great  deal  from  the  merchants  ;  they  buy  a  considerable  amount  of  leather  of  me  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  The  company  frequently  brought  in  large  quantities  of  flour  when 
I  was  engaged  in  the  business,  but  do  not  know  that  it  made  the  price  any  lower. 
The  agents  generally  are  accommodating  men,  and  the  principal  agents  in  particular. 
I  have  been  in  the  mercantile  business  myself,  and  never  courted  them.  I  believe 
there  is  considerable  capital  in  the  milling  business  invested  in  the  Lackawanna  and 
Wyoming  valleys.  There  are  five  mills  in  the  Lackawanna  valley.  These  mills  are 
capable  of  furnishing  sixty  barrels  of  flour  per  day,  besides  their  other  business.  There 
are  a  great  many  mills  in  the  Wyoming  valley,  capable  of  supplying  this  market. 
There  are  about  twenty  mills  in  the  Wyoming  valley  and  up  the  river,  from  all  of 
which  flour  has  been  brought  to  Carbondale. 

JESSE  GARDNER. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  30th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1844. 

James  Birdsall,  sworn  by  Mr,  Crabb  : 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  the  flour  market  here,  more  or  less,  since  1837,  until  the 
present  time.  I  have  supplied  about  five  hundred  barrels  yearly.  I  generally  have 
got  ray  grain  from  below  Wilkesbarre.  I  have  purchased  more  or  less  from  there 
yearly.  I  know  of  no  year  since  1837,  in  which  a  supply  could  not  be  obtained  from 
there  for  this  market,  and  the  price  would  be  as  low  as  from  any  other  place.  When 
the  company  introduced  flour  here  last  year,  and  year  before,  the  effect  was  to  raise 
the  price  of  flour,  as  it  prevented  dealers  here  from  embarking  in  the  enterprise  as  fully 
as  they  would  have  done.  I  myself  have  been  kept  from  buying  on  the  account  of  the 
company's  buying.  It  rendered  the  market  unsteady,  but  I  myself  profitted  from  it, 
as  flour  at  different  times  did  not  get  here  when  expected.  The  company  bringing 
flour  here,  did  not  prevent  the  dealers  from  engaging  in  it,  as  there  is  a  large  market 
here  after  supplying  those  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  I  never  could  consider  my- 
self fiirly  aggrieved  in  any  instance.  I  did  not  sign  the  petition  against  the  company- 
Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  petitioners : 

I  have  had  flour  and  wheat  brought  over  the  railroad.  I  paid  one  shilling  a  barrel 
for  flour,  four  cents  per  bushel  for  wheat,  and  seven  or  eight  cents  per  hundred  for 
com  meal.  I  know  only  of  the  company's  dealing  with  their  hands  in  pork,  flour, 
oil,  powder,  &.c.  Paid  from  Derrstown  to  head  of  the  valley,  twenty  cents  a  barrel 
for  ilour,  and  fifty  cents  Irom  there  here ;  and  from  five  to  seven  cents  per  bushel 
for  wheat,  from  Derrstown  to  the  head  of  the  valley.  Wheat  or  flour  can  be  brought 
from  down  there  here,  cheaper  tlian  from  the  New  York  or  western  market.  I  should 
tliink  there  were  about  eight  thousand  barrels  of  flour  sold  here  yearly.  I  believe  the 
first  flour  the  company  brought  up  was  done  under  the  impression  that  there  would  be 
a  scarcity.  In  1843,  when  they  brought  up  the  most,  there  was  an  evident  scarcity. 
I  think  the  market  could  have  been  supplied  from  below,  as  soon  as  the  navigation  was 
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opened  if  the  company  had  not  have  brought  up  flour.  When  the  company  brought 
up  flour  here,  and  the  price  chanced  to  be  too  high,  they  invariably  reduced  it  to  a 
reasonable  price.    I  am  not  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company. 

JAMES  BIRDSALL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  30th  day  of  August,  1844. 

Mr.  Archbald,  re-called : 

Mr.  Archbald  reads  at  this  point  from  his  account  current,  for  the  year  1843,  the 
amount  paid  out  for  repairs,  &c.  on  railroad  from  here  to  Honesdale,  viz :  Two  hundred 
and  eighty-four  thousand  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents. 

The  whole  expense  to  the  company  in  this  state,  for  mining  and  every  expense  on 
canal  and  railroad,  during  the  present  year,  he  estimates  to  be  about  two  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars. 

The  company  in  the  first  place  had  a  saw  mill,  but  supposed  that  it  was  more  expen- 
sive than  to  buy  the  lumber.  The  mill  Avas  burnt  down,  and  we  found  then  that  it 
would  be  a  serious  inconvenience  to  be  Avithout  a  mill.  We  are  not  disposed  to  bring 
flour  here  if  the  market  can  be  supplied  at  a  fair  rate  without  it. 

JAMES  ARCHBALD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  30lh  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1844. 

Patrick  Moffitt,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb : 

I  have  never  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  Have  been  in  Carbondale  fifteen 
years.  Am  a  merchant,  and  have  had  a  good  deal  of  freight  come  over  the  railroad. 
The  company  have  charged  me  the  same  as  others,  and  at  the  same  rates  they 
have  advertised.  I  think  1  can  bring  in  and  transport  goods  by  the  company  cheaper 
than  we  could  any  other  way.  We  considered  the  tolls  pretty  high,  but  could  not 
complain.  Thought  it  a  fair  price,  as  we  could  not  get  them  any  cheaper  in  any  other 
way.  I  never  knew  the  company  to  exercise  any  oppression  towards  me.  I  don't 
think  the  company  have  ever  done  me  any  injury.  I  consider  the  agents,  Mr.  Arch- 
bald and  Mr.  Clarkson,  to  be  very  accommodating  and  gentlemenly  men.  Never 
knew  that  they  induced  the  men  to  buy  from  the  company  either  powder  or  oil.  I 
never  signed  a  remonstrance  against  the  company.  I  was  asked  to  do  so.  I  have 
signed  a  petition  in  their  favor.  I  never  have  been  refused  in  having  my  goods  carried 
over  the  railroad  at  the  usual  toll.  I  paid  the  same  as  others  did.  I  consider  the  com- 
pany have  done  me  some  good  in  my  business.  They  never  did  me  any  harm. 
When  asked  to  sign  the  petition  for  investigation,  I  refused  to  do  so. 

PATRICK  MOFFITT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  30th  day  of  August,  1844. 

E.  S.  Hart,  sworn  by  Mr.  Crabb: 

I  have  not  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  I  have  resided  here  since  a  year 
ago  last  May.  I  am  a  merchant,  and  have  been  moderately  engaged  in  dealing  in 
flour.  I  generally  got  my  supply  from  the  valley.  I  cannot  say  whether  the  market 
could  have  been  supplied  without  bringing  it  from  New  York,  as  I  came  here  a  stran- 
ger and  unacquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  place.  I  cannot  tell  what  effect  the 
bringing  in  the  flour  the  first  time  had  upon  the  price.  Don't  know  how  much  is  .sold. 
In  1843  we  sold  flour  from  $6  50  to  7  00  per  barrel ;  it  was  expected  to  be  scarce.  I 
do  not  think,  as  far  as  I  know,  that  the  company  have  interfered  with  private  enter- 
prise, or  that  they  seek  to  monopolize.  At  least  they  have  not  interfered  with  me,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  have  been  the  means  of  my  selling  more  goods.  I  never  have  signed 
the  petition  for  investigation,  nor  have  I  been  asked. 

Cross-examined  by  counsel  for  petitioners  : 

I  never  knew  the  company  to  excite  any  hostility  against  flour  dealers  here.  There 
was  an  excitement  during  last  winter  against  Mr.  Mott :  it  seemed  to  be  universal ;  it 
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was  after  the  petitions  for  investigation  had  been  circulated.  I  have  heard  some  of  the 
workmen  say  they  would  not  buy  flour  from  Mr.  Mott,  because  his  hostility  to  the 
company  injured  them.  The  feeling  was  universal  almost — not  more  among  the 
workmen  than  among  the  citizens.  It  was  reported  by  some  of  my  brother  merchants, 
that  I  was  vending  the  flour  of  Mr.  James  Mott.  I  published  a  card,  stating  that  it 
was  not  his  flour.  I  don't  know  that  my  sales  were  affected  by  this  story.  I  thought 
they  might  be,  and  took  this  course  to  prevent  it.  I  refused  to  purchase  flour  from 
Mr.  Mott.  I  refused,  not  from  personal  objections  to  Mr.  Mott,  but  on  account  of  not 
wishing  to  brave  public  opinion.  The  agents  of  this  company  had  no  agency  in 
getting  up  this  excitement,  nor  promoting  it  in  any  way.  The  excitement  seemed  to 
be  levelled  against  Mr.  Mott,  on  account  of  his  movements  in  this  matter.  I  should 
think  that  public  opinion  is  not  so  much  in  the  company's  favor,  as  to  permit  them  to 
violate  the  privileges  of  their  charter  with  impunity. 

E.  S.  HART. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  30th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1844. 

The  complainants  having  here  closed  their  testimony,  the  respondents  being  called 
upon,  declined  offering  any  evidence  in  their  behalf. 


Rates  of  Toll  and  Transportation  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company^s 

railroad,  for  1841. 


Items. 

En' 

O 

Q 

S3 
3 
CO 

o 

For  2000  lbs. 

of  any  and  all 

articles  passing 

from 

Honesdale, 

- 

- 

for 

2  miles. 

6 

24 

$0  30 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

a 

4     " 

12 

30 

0  42 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

a 

10     " 

25 

53 

0  78 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

a 

16     " 

40 

72 

1   12 

For  the  transportation  of  articles  from  Carbondale,  or  for  articles  passing  towards 
Honesdale,  the  company  do  not  hold  themselves  bound  to  furnish  carriages,  unless  by 
special  agreement,  in  which  case  the  tolls  ;and  transportation  will  be  as  follows  • 


Items. 

O 

m' 

3 

o 

o 

3 

CA 

•-a 
o 

For  1000   feet  (board  measure) 

lumber,  when  seasoned, 

Do.                     do. 

Do.                     do. 

Do.                     do. 

of  pine   or  hemlock 

for 

do.                    " 

do.                    " 

do.                    " 

2 

4 

10 

16 

miles, 

a 

6 

8 
16 

27 

15 
30 
59 
90 

$0  21 

0  38 

0  75 

1  17 

Items. 

a 

Co' 

3 
o 
n 

5^ 

■-< 

ft: 

3 

o 

For  1000  feet  board  measure, 
Of  all  kinds  oi'  hard  wood. 
Lumber  when  seasoned, 
For, 

- 

for 

n 
n 

2 
4 

10 
16 

miles, 

8 
10 
24 
37 

16 

38 

80 

131 

$0  24 

0  48 

1  04 
1   68 
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When  the  above  descriptions  of  lumber  is  unseasoned,  the  addition  of  ten  cents  per 
thousand  for  the  pine  and  hemlock,  and  twelve  and  a-halfcts.  for  the  hard  wood,  will  be 
charged  for  the  whole  distance,  and  in  proportion,  for  intermediate  distances. 


Items. 


o 


for 


16  miles. 


For  18  inch  shingles  in  whole  bunches, 
Do.         do.  half        do. 

Flour  per  barrel,  _  .  . 

Oats  per  bushel  in  bags, 
Other  grain,       do.         - 

The  rates  are  for  sixteen  miles,  intermediate  distances  in  proportion 
not  enumerated  to  be  bargained  for  through  the  agent  of  the  company,  at  Carbondale  ; 
and  all  articles  must  be  properly  packed  and  secured,  to  prevent  their  receiving  damage 
by  the  necessary  handling,  otherwise  the  company  will  not  receive  them. 


5 

7 

3^ 

2 

3 


15 

17 

9 

2 

3 


SO  20 
0  24 
0  12^ 
0  04 
0  06 


All  articles 


The  Rates  of  Toll  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal,  for  1843. 

The  first  polumn  shows  the  rate  of  toll  on  articles  when  not  coming  or  going  over 
32  miles  from  tide-water. 

The  second  column  the  rate  on  articles  when  coming  or  going  more  than  32  miles 
from  tide-water. 

And  the  third  column  shows  the  legal  rates  of  toll. 


ARTICLES  PER  TON  PER  MILE. 


CTS.      CTS. 


Merchandize,  sugars,  molasses,  and  liquors,   -  -  - 

Flour,  meal,  grain,  salted  provisions,  pot  and  pearl  ashes, 
Gypsum,      ---__._ 
Salt,  --._._.. 

Hay  in  bundles,  pressed,        .  -  _  _  . 

Hydraulic  cement,  going  towards  tide-water,  on  the  capacity  of  boat 

carrying  it,  -----  - 

Do.  do.  stone,  unburnt,  on  the  capacity  of  boat  carrying  it, 
Hydraulic,  cement  going  from  tide-water,        -  -  - 

Ground  tanner's  bark,  -  .  .  .  _ 

Unground,  do.     do.  -...__ 

Iron  castings,  ---..., 

Iron  up  the  canal,      --.... 

Do.  down  the  canal,  - 

Pig  iron  up  the  canal,  -  ,  -  .  - 

Cotton,  bales  or  bags,  .  _  .  .  _ 

Hides,  (not  to  exceed  $2  16  per  ton  for  any  distance,) 

Common  bricks,  stone,  lime,  sand,  potter's  clay,  ashes  and  iron  ore, 

Fire  brick  and  fire  stone,        -  _  .  .  - 

Anthracite  coal  down  the  canal,  .  .  .  . 

Do.         do.  up  the  canal  on  the  capacity  of  the  boat  carrying  it, 
Charcoal  (not  to  exceed  $1   50  for  any  distance,) 
Marble,  mill,  and  other  manufactured  stones. 
Hoop  poles,  in  boats,  -  .  .  .  . 

Fence  posts  and  rails  in  boats,  -  .  -  . 

Hoop  poles,  split  or  shaved,  in  boats,  -  -  „ 

Lath,  spht  or  sawed,  in  boats,  -  -  -  _ 


CTS.^ 
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CTS. 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 


Staves  and  heading,  in  boats  (not  to  exceed  $1  per  ton  for  any     cts.  cts. 

distance,)               ------2  1^ 

Staves  and  heading  in  rafts,    -----             4  4 

Hoop  poles,  posts,  rails,  and  lath,  in  rafts,      -             -             -             4  3 
Manufactured  wood,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  75  per  ton  for  any  dis- 
tance,)     --             -----3121 

Materials  for  making  crates  for  glassware,        -             -             -             H  1^ 

Articles  not  enumerated,  going  from  tide-water,            -             -             3^  3 

Articles  not  enumerated,  going  towards  tide- water,       -             -             2^  2 

Timber  in  boats,  per  100  cubic  feet  per  mile. 

Pine  and  plain  maple,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  for  any  distance,)  2i  2 

Hemlock,  (not  to  exceed  75  cents  for  any  distance,)     -  -  2|  1^ 

Oak  and  ash,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  50  for  any  distance,)         -  2^  2 

Ship  timber,  _.--..  4  31 

Cherry,  white  wood,  and  all  timber  not  enumerated  (but  not  to  exceed 

$2  for  any  distance,)  -  -  -  -  -  2^  2 

Timber  in  rafts,  per  100  cubic  feet  per  mile. 

Hemlock,      -------43 

Pine,  -..-..-  4        31 

Ship  timber,  _.._..  44 

All  timber  not  enumerated,     -----  4         4 

Boards,  plank  or  scantling  in  boats,  per  1000  feet  board  measure, 

per  mile. 
Pine,  plain  maple,  and  bass  wood,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  for  any 

distance,)  _._.-. 

Hemlock,  (but  not  to  exceed  75  cents  for  any  distance,) 
Cherry  and  white  wood,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  75  for  any  distance,) 
Curled  and  specked  maple,  (but  not  to  exceed  $2  for  any  distance,) 
Ash,  oak,  and  all  timber  not  enumerated,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  25 

for  any  distance,)  -  -  -  -  -  -  2^ 

Boards,  plank  or  scantling  in  rafts,  per  1000  feet  board  measure, 

per  mile. 
Pine,  plain  maple,  and  bass  wood,  '  - 

Hemlock,     -----..- 
Oak,  ash,  and  all  not  enumerated,      -  -  -  - 

Shingles  in  boats,  per  1000  per  mile. 

Pine,  (not  to  exceed  35  cents  per  M.  for  any  distance,) 
Hemlock,  (not  to  exceed  25  cents  per  M.  for  any  distance,) 

Shingles  in  rafts,  per  1000  per  mile. 
Pine  or  hemlock,       ------ 

Wood  in  boats,  per  cord  per  mile. 

Cord  wood,  from  one  to  ten  miles,  (and  for  every  additional  mile  one 
cent  per  cord,  but  not  to  exceed  fifty  cents  per  cord  for  any  dis- 
tance,)      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  444 

Pleasure  boats,  on  the  capacity  of  the  boat,    -  -  -  4         4         4 

Mileage  on  boats,  laden  or  empty,  per  mile  on  the  boat. 
Going  towards  tide-water,      -  -  -  -  -  220 

Coming  from  tide-water,        -  -  -  -  -  440 

N.  B. — When  toll  is  charged  per  ton  on  the  capacity  of  the  boat  no  additional  charge 
will  be  made  for  mileage  on  said  boat. 
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The  Rates  of  Toll  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal,  for  1844. 

The  first  column  shows  the  rates  where  the  rules  and  regulations  are  complied  with. 
The  second  column,  the  legal  tolls. 

ARTICLES  PER  TON  PER  MILE.  CTS.         CTS. 

Merchandize,  sugars,  molasses,  liquors,  flour,  meal,  grain,  salted  provi- 
sions, pot  and  pearl  ashes,  -  -  -  -  -2|4 

Gypsum,     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -14^         4 

Salt,  ........         2  4: 

Hay  in  bundles,  pressed,       -  -  -  -  -  -14 

Hydraulic  cement,  in  stone  or  manufactured,  going  towards  tide-water, 
(for  five  mQes  or  less,  4  cents,)  more  than  five  miles,  on  the  capacity, 
of  the  boat  carrying  it,       -  -  -  -  -  -34 

Hydraulic  cement  going  from  tide- water,         -  -  -  -         1|         4 

Tanner's  bark,         -  -  -  -  -  -  -I24 

Iron  castings,  .-.-_--34 

Iron  up  the  canal,     -  -  -  -  -  -  -34 

Iron  down  the  canal,  -  -  -  -  -  -14 

Pig  iron  up  the  canal,  -  -  -  -  ^  -24 

Cotton,  bales  or  bags,  -  -  -  -  -  -34 

Leather  and  hides,  -  -  -  -  -  -24 

Common  brick,  stone,  lime,  sand,  potter's  clay,  ashes  and  iron  ore,    ■14 
Fire  brick  and  fire  stone,       -  -  -  -  -  -I24 

Anthracite  coal  down  the  canal,  -  -  -  -  -1^8 

Do.     do.   up  the  canal  on  the  capacity  of  the  boat  carrying  it,         -         8  8 

Charcoal  (not  to  exceed  $1  for  any  distance,)  -  -  -1^4 

Marble,  mill  and  other  manufactured  stones,  -  -  -         3  4 

Hoop  poles  in  boats,  -  -  -  -  -  -         \^         4: 

Fence  posts  and  rails  in  boats,  -  -  -  -  -1|4 

Hoop  poles,  split  or  shaved,  in  boats,  -  -  -  -         2  4 

Lath  split,  or  sawed,  in  boats,  -  -  -  -  -         1  4 

Staves  and  heading,  in  boats  (not  to  exceed  $1  per  ton  for  any  distance,)     1^         4 
Staves,  heading,  hoop  poles,  posts,  rails  and  lath,  in  rafts,      -  -         4  4 

Manufactured  wood,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  50  per  ton  for  any  distance,)      2  4 

Materials  for  making  crates  for  glassware,       -  -  -  -  I2         4 

Articles  not  enumerated,  going  from  tide-water,  -  -  -         3  4 

Articles  not  enumerated,  going  towards  tide-water,      -  -  -         2  4 

Boards,  plank  or  scantling  in  boats,  per  1000  feet  board  measure 

per  mile. 

Pine,  plain  maple,  and  bass  wood,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  for  any  distance,)       If         4 
Hemlock,  (but not  to  exceed  70  cents  for  any  distance,)  -  -         H         4 

Cherry  and  white  wood,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1   50  for  any  distance,)  -         2  4 

Curled  and  specked  maple,  (but  not  to  exceed  $2  for  any  distance,)     -         2  4 

Ash,  oak,  and  all  timber  not  enumerted,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  25  for 

any  distance,)       -  -  -  -  -  -  -24 

Boards,  plank,  or  scantling  in  rafts,  per  \000  feet  board  measure 

per  mile. 
Pine,  plain  maple  and  bass  wood,      -  -  -  -  -         85         4 

Hemlock,    ---._---34 
Oak,  ash,  and  all  not  enumerated,      -  -  -  -  -         4  4 

Timber  in  boats,  per  100  cubic  feet  per  mile. 
Ship  timber,  -  -•  -  -  -  -  3  4 

Pine  and  plain  maple,  (but  not  to  exceed  $1  for  any  distance,)  -         2  4 
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Hemlock,  (not  to  exceed  70  cts.  for  any  distance,)     -  -  -         i^         4 

Cherry,  white  wood,  and  all  timber  not  enumerated,  (but  not  to  exceed 
$1  50  for  any  distance,)  -  -  -  -  -  -24 

Timber  in  rafts,  per  100  cubic  feet  per  mile. 

Hemlock,    --------34 

Pine,  ------..         31         4 

Ship  timber,  -  -  -  -  -  -  .44 

All  timber  not  enumerated,    -  -  -  -  -  .44 

Shingles  in  boats,  per  1000  per  mile. 

Pine,  (not  to  exceed  35  cents  per  M.  for  any  distance,)  -  -         0^-^       Q^^ 

Hemlock,  (not  to  exceed  25  cents  per  M.  for  any  distance,)    -  -         Q^^       0^ 

Shingles  in  rafts,  per  1000  joer  mile. 
Pine  or  hemlock,      -----..        0^      0^ 

Wood  in  boats,  per  cord  per  mile. 

For  first  five  miles,  (thence  for  the  next  five  miles,  21  cents,  and  for 
every  additional  mile  1  cent,  but  not  to  exceed  40  cents  for  any  dis- 
tance,)    --------44 

Pleasure  boats,  on  the  capacity  of  the  boat,   -  -  -  -         4  4 

Mileage  on  boats,  laden  or  empty,  per  mile  on  the  boat,  -  -         3  0 

N.  B. — When  toll  is  charged  on  the  capacity  of  the  boat  no  additional  charge  will 
be  made  for  mileage  on  said  boat. 

Mileage  on  boats  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  when  carrying  other  freight  than 
coal,  will  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  2  mills  per  ton  per  mile,  when  the  quantity  of  said 
freight  is  less  than  5  tons,  and  full  mileage  when  it  exceeds  5  tons. 

Any  boat  when  having  a  cargo  of  lumber,  on  which  the  assessed  toll  amounts  to  a 
sum  exceeding  $10,  will  not  be  charged  an  additional  sum  for  mileage. 
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Doc.  No.   17. 

Communication  from  the  State  Treasurer,  giving  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  State  Treasurer's  Office  for  one  year. 


READ— January  22,  1845. 

Treasury  Office,  } 

Harrisburg,  January  2lst,  1845.  y 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  assembly  of 
the  31st  of  May,  1844,  I  have  estimated  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  office  for  one 
year,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Postage,         .-.-..--  $525  00 

Stationery,     -  -  -  -  -  ••  -  ••  100  00 

Fuel  and  lights,  .......  50  00 

Messenger  and  night  watch,    ------  365  00 

Miscellaneous,  -  -  -  -  --  .  10  00 


Total,    -.--.--.         $1050  00 


And  which  is  communicated  to  the  Legislature  as  therein  directed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOB  MANN.  State  Treasurer. 


Doc.  No.  18. 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Erie  Canal  Company. 


READ— January  22,  1845. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania  .* 
In  accordance  with  the  requisition  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation, 
the  directors  of  the  Erie  eanal  company,  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report 
"of  their  proceedings  during^rkq  past  year,  showing  the  amount  of  cost  for  repairs  and 
supervision  and  tolls  collected,  and  such  other  information  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
on  the  condition  of  the  works  and  the  prospects  of  the  company." 
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The  past  year  proved  very  favorable  for  the  prosecution  of  the  works  ;  and  the  coil' 
tractors,  with  commendable  enterprize,  urged  forward  their  respective  jobs  with  steady 
activity  and  energy,  and  finished  their  contracts  within  an  unusually  brief  period.  It 
is  believed  that  the  works  of  the  company,  recently  completed,  will,  in  every  respect, 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  similar  improvement  in  our  country. 

On  the  second  of  September,  the  board  passed  a  resolution,  requiring  their  engineer 
to  have  the  line  ready,  and  the  water  let  in  on  or  before  the  tenth  of  October;  and,  on 
the  day  designated,  the  water  was  let  in  from  the  Summit  reservoir,  and  passed  through 
the  guard  lock  into  the  Conneaut  line.  As  is  usual  on  an  extended  line  of  new  canal, 
passing  through  a  diversity  of  soils,  leakages  and  breaches  were  encountered  at  several 
points  along  the  route,  occasioning  considerable  delay.  These  were  repaired  as  rapidly 
as  possible  after  their  occurrence,  and  on  the  second  of  December,  a  boat  was  passed 
through  the  out-let  lock  into  the  basin  at  Erie,  having  traversed  the  entire  length  of  the 
canal  from  the  Ohio  river.  Thus  has  been  accomplished  this  long  desired  and  import- 
ant Pennsylvania  canal  connexion  between  the  boundless  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and 
the  region  of  the  great  lakes. 

On  the  fourth  of  December,  a  committee  was  appointed  with  authority  to  visit  the 
Beaver  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  and  to  receive  possession  thereof  from  the 
proper  authority,  under  the  terms  of  the  act  of  incorporation.  They  proceeded  to 
perform  the  duty  assigned,  and  having  satisfactorily  established  that  the  company  had 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  by  which  they  became 
entitled  to  actual  possession,  received  from  the  Governor,  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  official  papers  directing  its  surrender  on  the  first  of  January ;  and 
on  that  day,  the  chief  ofiicer  in  charge  of  the  line,  placed  the  Beaver  division  formally 
in  the  possession  of  the  company. 

In  anticipation  of  this  event,  the  board  had  directed  an  examination  of  this  line  at 
the  earliest  period  ;  and  it  being  manifest  from  the  report  of  their  engineer,  that  some 
important  repairs  were  indispensable  to  secure,  throughout  their  entire  line,  a  complete 
and  perfect  navigation  next  spring,  they  forthwith  directed  the  necessary  preparations, 
and  a  speedy  commencement  of  active  operations.  These  repairs  are  now  progressing, 
and  the  board  entertain  a  confident  belief  that  the  Beaver  division  will  shortly  be  in  a 
better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  several  years;  and  that  the  pubhc  may  rely  upon 
having  a  good  navigation  early  in  the  spring,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Beaver  to  the 
harbor  of  Erie. 

Some  repairs  along  the  Shenango  and  Conneaut  lines  and  French  Creek  feeder,  and 
some  additional  work  at  the  Summit,  are  yet  required.  These  will  be  completed  during 
the  winter,  in  time  to  meet  the  opening  of  the  navigation. 

Many  of  the  works  on  the  French  Creek  feeder,  which  had  fallen  into  a  state  of 
dilapidation,  have,  during  the  past  season,  undergone  a  thorough  repair.  Nearly  all 
the  bridges  have  been  rebuilt,  and  the  superstructure  of  the  large  aqueduct  below  Mead- 
ville  has  been  entirely  renewed.  A  number  of  new  waste-wiers  have  been  constructed, 
and  all  the  gates  of  the  three  out-let  locks  (into  the  Franklin  line)  have  been  rebuilt. 
The  banks  of  the  canal  have  been  strengthened,  and  numerous  bars  removed  from  the 
bottom.  A  few  additional  waste-wiers,  and  some  further  repairs  are  yet  required,  but 
a  large  proportion  of  the  expenditure  of  the  past  season  has  been  upon  items  that  will 
not  again  occur  for  a  number  of  years. 

On  the  Shenango  line,  many  of  the  locks  were  left  by  the  state  without  water-ways 
or  feeders,  and  some  which  had  been  finished,  were  found  inadequate.  The  construc- 
tion of  these  water-ways,  and  the  building  of  five  new  bridges,  have  swelled  the 
expenses  on  this  line  fur  beyond  the  ordinary  sum  required  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

The  repairs  on  the  Beaver  division,  now  under  contract,  and  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness, including  tiie  renewal  of  a  large  lock  at  Hard-Scrabble  dam,  will  probably  cost 
about  $20,000.     These  works  are  required  to  be  completed  by  the  15th  of  March  next. 

By  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  board  of  directors  are  required 
to  report  "the  amount  of  cost  for  repairs  and  supervision,  and  tolls  collected  the  pre- 
ceding year,"  which  are  herewith  presented.  For  more  complete  information  in  regard 
to  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  company,  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  accom- 
panying statement  of  the  treasurer  for  the  year  1844. 
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Cost  of  repairs  and  supervision  on  the  Shenango  line,        -  -  $13,985  59 

Cost  of  repairs  and  supervision  on  French  Creek  feeder  and  Conneaut 

reservoir,         -  -  ••  -  -  -  -  13,02G  99 

Amount  paid  to  collectors  and  lock  tenders,  _  .  .  603  28 

Amount  of  tolls  collected,  .....  4,015  23 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ^^^ 

RUFUS  S.  REED, 

President. 
B.  B.  VINCENT, 
WILLIAM  KELLEY, 
THOS.  G.  COLT, 
JOHN  A.  TRACY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  11th  day  of  January,  1845. 
Rich'd  O.  Hulbert,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Also,  M.  B.  Lowry,  and  James  M.  Power,  directors  of  the  Erie  canal  company, 
appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Crawford  county,  and  being  duly 
sworn,  declare  that  the  within  report  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 
and  belief. 

M.  B.  LOWRY, 
J.  M.  POWER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  January,  1845. 
J.  G.  Grier,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Doc.  No.  19. 


Second  Annual  Statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Erie  Canal 

Company. 


READ— January  22,  1845. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania : 

Agreeably  to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Erie  canal  company, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  "statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company," 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1844. 

Statement — 1844. 

Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  supervision  on  the  Shenango  line,  -  $13,985  59 
Amount  paid  for  repairs  and  supervision  on  the  French  Creek  feeder  and 

Conneaut  reservoir,      -             -             -             -             -  -  13,026  99 

Amount  paid  for  engineering,  oflSicers'  salaries,  and  supervision,  -  10, 180  60 

Amount  paid  for  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,          -  -  1,333  63 

Amount  paid  collectors  and  lock  tenders,                -             .  „  603  28 

Amount  paid  contractors,  and  damages,     -             -             -  -  488,691   12 

Total  amount  paid  in  1844,  ....  $527,821  21 
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Amouit  of  tolls  received  during  the  year  1844,      -             -  -  $4,015  23 

Amount  of  bonds  issued  and  paid  out  during  the  year  1844,  -  $467,698  00 

Amount  of  stock  paid  in  during  the  year  1844,      -             -  -  $58,710  00 

The  amount  paid  for  repairs  on  the  Shenango  line,  includes  the  cost  of  new  water- 
ways around  the  locks,  and  five  new  biidges. 

The  amount  paid  for  repairs  on  the  French  Creek  feeder,  includes  the  renewal  of  the 
supers  ;;ucture  of  the  aqueduct  below  Meadville — the  rebuilding  of  nearly  all  the  bridges, 
and  the  construction  of  new  waste-wiers. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  MILNOR  ROBERTS,  Treasurer  E.  C.  C. 

Erie,  January  11,  1845. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Erie  county,  W. 
Milnor  Roberts,  who  being  duly  affirmed,  doth  declare  the  within  statement  to  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

W.  MILNOR  ROBERTS. 
Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  January  13,  1845. 
Rich'd  O.  Hulbert,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Doc.   No.   20. 
Report  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company. 


READ— January  23,  1845. 


Office,  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,          1 
New  York,  January  21s/,  1845.  3 
To  the  Speqjcer  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  A.  D-  182G,  entitled  "A  further 
supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  Act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river  Lack- 
awaxen,'"  passed  March  13th,  1823,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  through  you,  to  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  amount  of  tolls  taken  on  the  canal  of  this  com- 
pany, within  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  during  the  year  1844,  was  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  ($3,594  19.) 

I  ha\c  the  honor  further  to  report,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  mentioned 
section,  tliat  two  dividends  of  four  per  cent,  each  were  declared  I)y  this  company, 
during  tlie  year  1844,  to  wit:  in  the  months  of  June  and  December.  After  paying 
which,  the  amount  of  profits  reserved  as  a  contingent  or  surplus  fund  v/as,  as  appears 
by  the  !;()oks  of  tlic  company,  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  Iwo  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents,  ($548,182  G9.) 

Will  you  be  pleased  sir,  to  submit  the  Ibregoing  report  to  that  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature over  which  you  preside,  and  believe  me  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  WURTS,  President. 
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Doc.  No.  21. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General  in  relation  to  the  Insane 
Asylum,  accompanied  witli  documents. 


READ— January  24,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ^ 

Harrisburg,  January  24,  1845.  5 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — I  herewith  transmit,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
16th  instant,  copies  of  all  the  reports  and  accounts  on  file  in  this  department,  submitted 
by  the  commissioners  under  '•  An  Act  to  establish  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  this 
commonwealth,"  approved  March  4th,  1841. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 


Secretary's  Office,  ^ 

Harrisburgf  6th  July,  1842.  ^ 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  four  certified  copies  of  sub- 
scriptions for  the  loan  authorized  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  the  4th  March, 
1841,  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  this  commonwealth," 
which  subscriptions  have  this  day  been  accepted  by  the  Governor  and  filed  in  this 
office. 

Yours, 

A.  V.  PARSONS, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
To  the  .Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO  THE  LOAN  FOR  PENNSYLVANIA  INSANE  ASYLUM. 

I  hereby  subscribe  to  the  above  loan,  authorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
establish  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1841,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  five  dollars. 

ANDREW  BENNER. 
6th  July,  1842. 

$805  00 

Vol.  IL— U  S. 
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T  hereby  subscribe  the  sum  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  to 
the  above  loan,  authorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  an  asylum  for  the 
insane  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

THOMAS  CLYDE,  Jr. 
6th  July,  1842. 

S3265  00 


I  hereby  subscribe  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  to  the  within 
loan,  authorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  an  asyhim  for  the  insane  of 
this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841. 

THOMAS  M'CULLY. 
6th  July,  1842. 


$325  00 


We  hereby  subscribe  the  sum  of  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  five  dollars  to  the 
within  loan,  authorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  estabhsh  an  asylum  for  the 
insane  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  4th  March,  1841. 

GEO.  RUNDLE, 
JOHN  W.  ASHMEAD. 
6th  July,  1842. 

$4005  00 

(endorsed.  ) 

I  accept  the  within  subscriptions  for  loans,  as  authorized  by  law,  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  on  the  first  days  of  February  and  August,  in  each 
year. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Ilarrisburg,  July  6,  1842. 

Secretary's  Office. 
Pennsylvania,  ss. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoffig  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  paper,  with  the  endorsement 
thereon,  remaining  on  file  in  this  office. 

[/eal.}     Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  office,  thil^  6th  day  of  July,  1842. 

A.  V.  PARSONS, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Philadelphia,  July  7,  1842. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  herewith  send  you  the  subscription  of  Mr.  Newkirk  to  the  loan  of 
the  asylum,  and  also  that  of  Mr.  Broadhead.  In  addition,  I  enclose  you  our  receipt 
for  the  amount  of  the  subscription,  viz:  for  the  sum  of  $11,050.  Will  you  have  two 
certificates  sent  mo,  viz:  one  for  $10,000  in  favor  of  Mr.  Newkirk,  and  another  for 
$1,050  in  favor  of  Mr.  Broadhead? 

If  the  certificates  could  bo  forwarded  by  return  of  mail,  it  would  facilitate  our  settle- 
ment with  contracts. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  AV.  ASHMEAD. 
His  Ex.  Gov.  Porter. 
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Secretary's  Office,  ^ 

Hamsburg,  July  8,  1842.  5 

Gentlemen  : — Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  certified  copy  of  subscriptions  for  the  loan 
authorized  by  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  an  asylum  for 
the  insane  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  4th  March,  1841,  which  subscriptions  have 
this  day  been  accepted  and  filed  in  this  ofKce. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  V.  PARSONS, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
To  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer. 


SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE  LOAN  FOR  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSANE  ASYLUM. 

I  hereby  subscribe  to  the  above  loan,  autliorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
establish  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1841,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

M.  NEWKIRK. 

Philadelphia,  July  6,  1842. 

I  also  agree  to  subscribe  to  the  above  loan,  authorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act 
to  establish  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1841,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

H.  R.  BROADHEAD. 

Philadelphia,  July  6,  1842. 

I  accept  the  above  subscriptions  to  the  above  stated  loan,  as  authorized  by  law,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  on  the  first  days  of 
February  and  August. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Harrisburg,  July  8,  1842. 

Secretary's  Office, 
Harrisburg,  July  8,  1842. 

I  certify  that  the  within  and  foregoing,  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  paper  remaining 
on  file  in  this  office. 

*[^seal.3     Witness  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

A.  V.  PARSONS, 

Secretary  of  the  Comrmmiveakh. 


SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE  LOAN  FOR  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSANE  ASYLUM. 

We  hereby  subscribe  to  the  above  loan,  authorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
establish  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  this  commonwealth,"  passed  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1841,  the  sum  of  two  thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and 
six  cents. 

JOHN  W.  ASHMEAD, 
GEO.  RUNDLE. 
Philadelphia^  Nov.  10,  1842. 

Accepted  10th  Nov.  1842, 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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Secretary's  Office,      ') 
Harrisburg,  10th  Nov.  1842.  5 
To  Wm.  F.  Packer,  Esq., 

Auditor  General: 

Sir: — I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  request  that  you  issue 
certificates  of  stock  in  pursuance  of  the  above  subscription,  in  accordance  with  the  Act 
of  Assembly,  to  the  individuals  who  have  subscribed  therefor  upon  a  paper,  of  which 
the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  PARSONS, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


ARCHITECT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Commissioners  for  building  an  Insane  Asylum,  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen  : — In  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  board,  passed  on  the  7th 
ultimo,  directiniT  the  architect  to  report  as  soon  as  practicable,  what  amount  of  vvork 
has  been  done  by  each  contractor  under  the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  board,  for 
building  the  asylum  ;  and  also,  requesting  the  architect  to  report  the  details  of  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  commissioners,  so  that  the  same  may  be  incorporated  in  a  report  to  be 
prepared  for  the  Legislature  of  the  state,  I  have  now  the  honor,  to  submit  for  your 
consideration,  a  precise  and  particular  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  workmanship  and 
materials  now  forming  a  part  of  the  foundations  of  the  building,  as  well  as  a  detailed 
description  of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  commissioners. 

These  foundations  are  laid  upon  a  beautiful  site  of  elevated  ground,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  Schuylkill,  between  Gray's  ferry  and  Carr's  gardens,  and  between  the 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  railroad  and  the  Darby  road,  and  is  elevated  above  the 
level  of  the  river,  upwards  of  fifty  feet,  commanding  at  once  a  fine  prospect  of  the 
river  and  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  her  most  extensive  and  useful  public  works. 

In  plan,  the  building  consists  of  a  central  projection  and  main  wings,  flanked  by 
verandahs  upon  each  of  the  returned  wings.  The  principal  front  is  towards  the  north- 
east, and  is  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  feet  in  length.  The  returned  wings  are  each 
two  hundred  and  thirty-six  feet;  these,  as  well  as  those  of  the  front,  are  three  stories 
in  height.  The  centre  building  and  verandahs  are  four  stories,  each  with  a  quad- 
rangular pitched  roof,  and  the  whole  to  be  covered  with  Pennsylvania  slate  over  a  bold 
projecting  eve. 

The  wings  alone  contain  the  dormitories  for  each  class  of  the  insane,  and  they  are 
calculated  to  accommodate  three  hundred  patients.  They  are  situated  on  each  side  of 
a  gallery  or  corridor  ten  feet  in  width  ;  dimensions  of  the  chambers,  seven  feet  by  ten 
feet,  and  from  eleven  to  twelve  feet  in  height;  and  the  ceilings  of  them  all  to  be  arched 
with  brick.  Each  chamber  is  to  be  ventilated  by  a  flue  rising  to  the  roof,  and  an  open 
sash  over  each  door-way,  which  is  opposite  to  each  of  the  windows  on  the  front  and 
the  rear. 

The  warm  air  is  to  be  introduced  by  flues  from  eight  furnaces  to  be  constructed  in 
the  cellar  story,  and  passed  into  the  corridors  of  each  separate  story,  there  to  be  regula- 
ted by  dampers  placed  eight  feet  above  the  floor. 

The  sash  of  all  the  windows  are  to  be  of  cast  iron,  fixed  upon  central  pivots  in  the 
sill  and  head,  and  so  arranged  as  to  open  six  inches  on  each  side  by  the  whole  height 
of  the  window ;  the  glass  to  be  glazed  in  the  cast  iron  frame,  and  a  wooden  frame 
surrounding  the  window  sustains  the  whole. 

In  the  arrangement  of  all  the  corridors  or  passages,  they  are  made  to  have  a  free 
communication  with  the  open  air  at  each  end  j  the  one  end  entirely  clear  of  the  rear  of 
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centre  building,  the  other  communicating  with  the  verandahs,  which  are  to  be  used  as 
playrooms,  and  for  games  and  exercise,  either  in  fair  or  foul  weather.  These  are  each 
fifty  feet  square,  and  will  be  well  lighted  and  ventilated  with  moveable  sash. 

In  most  of  the  asylums  for  the  insane,  there  are  defects  in  these  particulars,  es- 
pecially in  the  direct  connection  of  the  corridors  with  the  main  or  central  building.  In 
the  plan  which  you  have  adopted,  this  defect  is  entirely  obviated,  and  the  introduction 
of  the  verandahs  on  each  of  the  external  angles  of  the  building  has  been  found  highly 
useful  in  the  management  and  the  economy  of  that  excellent  institution,  the  asylum  at 
Worcester,  in  Connecticut. 

The  cellar  story  is  to  be  five  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  six  feet  below 
it.  This  story  is  to  be  surrounded  by  an  area  seven  feet  in  width,  with  sloping  banks 
in  every  direction. 

The  kitchens  and  wash  rooms  are  situated  in  each  wing,  immediately  under  the  din- 
ing and  bath  rooms  of  the  upper  stories. 

The  water  closets,  as  well  as  the  bath  rooms,  have  their  drops  into  culverts  of  large 
dimensions,  which  are  to  be  arched  over  beneath  the  cellar  iloor,  and  a  fine  spring  of 
water  will  be  introduced,  under  a  rapid  descent,  to  keep  the  conduits  clean. 

The  furnaces  for  the  generation  of  hot  air,  are  to  be  placed  in  this  story,  two  for 
each  wing,  and  the  flue  from  each  contains  a  cast  iron  smoke  stack  of  ten  inches  in 
diameter ;  they  will  be  constructed  for  burning  anthracite  coal,  and  supplied  with  air  to 
be  heated  through  openings  leading  from  the  outside  of  the  building. 

The  cellar  story  also  contains  all  the  necessary  store  rooms,  drying  rooms,  laundry, 
bakery,  family  dining  rooms,  as  well  as  rooms  for  domestics  ;  and  upon  the  return 
wings  a  sufficient  number  of  rooms,  say  twenty,  for  the  males,  and  a  similar  number 
for  the  females,  are  to  be  constructed  and  set  apart  for  the  special  accommodation  of 
noisy  and  violent  patients.  In  each  of  these  wings  three  distinct  classes  of  patients  can 
be  accommodated,  and  from  the  position  of  the  returned  verandahs,  at  the  extreme  ends 
of  the  building,  the  most  noisy  will  not  interfere  with  the  quiet  of  the  inmates  of  the 
main  building. 

The  basement  story,  or  first  floor,  is  divided  into  rooms,  ranged  along  the  sides  of 
the  corridors,  and  extending  from  a  centre  building  through  wings  wliich  terminate  at 
verandahs. 

The  centre  building  is  95  feet  by  52,  and  contains  on  the  principal  entry  hall,  two 
rooms  of  eighteen  feet  square,  each  side  of  which  is  intended  for  the  use  of  the  super- 
intendent as  parlors,  offices,  library,  and  apothecary's  shop.  In  the  second  story,  the 
same  arrangement  of  rooms  is  intended  for  the  officers  resident  in  the  asylum,  such  as 
two  palors,  steward's  and  attendants'  rooms,  a  reception  chamber  for  visiters,  and  other 
rooms  intended  for  the  better  class  of  convalescent  patients.  All  the  other  stories  are 
similar  in  their  arrangements  and  fixtures  as  those  just  described,  and  the  right  and  left 
wings  are  completely  separated  in  the  rear  by  the  projection  of  the  centre  building. 

A  supply  of  water  may  be  derived  from  a  beautiful  spring  run,  which  flows  through 
the  whole  extent  of  the  premises,  which  maybe  dammed  up  at  a  small  expense,  and  the 
Avater  power  used  to  fill  the  tanks  which  are  to  be  placed  under  the  roofs  of  the  veran- 
dahs and  centre  buikUng,  from  which  the  water  may  be  conveyed  to  every  section  of 
the  building,  for  bathing  and  other  purposes. 

All  the  fixtures  for  washing  and  drying  clothes  are  to  be  in  the  cellar  story  of  the 
verandahs,  immediately  under  the  tanks,  or  reservoirs,  and  funnels  will  be  made  at 
every  stairway  from  the  dift'erent  stories  and  wards,  into  which  soiled  articles  are  to  be 
thrown  down  into  receiving  rooms,  and  irom  thence  into  the  wash  rooms. 

Dumb  waiters  are  to  lead  from  the  dining  rooms  of  each  story,  directly  into  the 
kitchens  below,  in  which  fixtures  of  the  most  approved  construction  arc  to  be  placed 
for  steaming,  boiling,  baking,  &c. 
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One  of  the  chief  merits  of  the  plan,  now  entered  upon,  consists  in  the  location  of 
all  the  chambers  and  rooms,  where  hot  or  cold  water  is  to  be  used,  over  the  sewers  or 
culverts,  which  are  founded  beneath  the  cellar  story,  along  with  the  rear  walls  of  the 
buildino-,  so  that  all  the  waste  water  from  the  interior,  the  yards,  roof,  and  from  the 
Indian  spring,  flows  through  the  culverts  upon  a  rapid  descent,  which  at  once  will 
cleanse  and  prevent  the  escape  of  effluvium  throughout  the  whole  establishment. 
These  conduits  are  sufiiciently  large  to  allow  a  man  to  pass  through  their  whole  extent, 
and  from  the  situation  of  the  building  on  the  site,  the  ground  ialls  off  in  every  direction 
towards  the  spring  run  which  empties  itself  into  the  river  Schuylkill  on  the  eastern 
boundary  line  of  the  farm. 

To  the  northward  of  the  site  of  the  building,  the  grounds  furnish  many  advantages 
afibrded  by  dense  woods  and  shrubbery,  bordering  upon  a  rocky  formation,  descend- 
ing in  various  places  precipitously  towards  the  stream  of  v/ater  from  whence  the  build- 
ing is  to  be  supplied,  through  which,  at  a  small  expense,  walks  may  be  laid  out  by 
clearing  away  the  underbrush,  without  any  expense  in  planting  trees  for  the  purpose 
of  landscape  gardening ;  and  on  the  southern  and  eastern  portions  of  the  ground,  where 
the  building  is  situated,  I  do  not  know  a  view,  from  any  portion  of  the  city's  limits, 
which  can  compare  with  the  one  now  under  consideration.  There  is  every  object  to 
gratify  the  mind  as  well  as  the  eye.  The  quiet  as  well  as  the  bustling  picture  of  natu- 
ral and  artificial  life. 

The  architecture  of  the  principal  front  is  of  the  plainest  possible  character,  Avithout 
mouldings,  columns,  pediments,  architraves  or  cornices.  It  is  simply  a  plain  rubble 
stone  strTicture,  to  be  dashed  up  with  gravel  mortar,  in  a  strict  rustic  style,  and  with 
Tuscan  proportions.  All  the  wood  work  of  the  exterior,  as  well  as  that  of  the  interior, 
is  to  be  varnished  and  not  painted.  The  dormitories  and  passages  are  to  be  finished 
in  rough  sand  plastering,  without  cornices  or  mouldings  or  any  decorations  whatever; 
and  the  cost  of  the  whole  building,  including  the  furniture  and  contingent  expenses, 
with  the  purchase  of  the  land,  will  not  exceed  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  ob't  serv't, 

WILLIAM  STRICKLAND, 

Architect. 
Philadelphia,  June  Uth,  1842. 


Clyde  and  Kennedy. 

Estimate  of  the  workmanship  and  materials  furnished  by  Clyde  and  Kennedy,  in 
the  building  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asylum  for  the  Insane  : 

Culvert  under  the  N.  W.  wing,              .             .  -  -  1028 

Culvert  under  the  N.  W.  wing  of  main  building,  -  -  404 

Foundation  walls  of  N.  E.  front  and  verandah,    -  -  -  500 

West  wing  wall  and  covering  culvert,    -             -  r,  -  122 

2054   perches. 

Excavation  in  foundations  of  culverts  and  walls,  650  cubic  yards  j  done  by  Clyde  and 

Kennedy,  at  'M)  cts.  per  cubic  yard. 
Quarried  stone  jjcrched  up  at  the  quarries: 

Dimensions,  26  ft.  X  25.  X  4.  =  104  perches. 

WILLIAM  STRICKLAND, 

Architect. 

N.  B. — The  above  amount  of  porches  is  laid  without  mortar,  and  a  large  amount  of 
rock  in  the  quarries  is  laid  bare  and  cleared  ofT,  and  in  readiness  for  blasting. 
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Estimate  of  the  amount  of  ivork  and  materials  flemished  by  the  contractors  in  the 
building  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

Benner  and  Cox. 

Estimate  of  the  workmanship  performed  in  excavating  the  culverts  and  cellar  of  the 
building  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

Excavation  in  the  culvert  pits  of  the  N.  W.  return  wing, 

and  in  the  N.  wing  of  the  main  building,  -  2180  cubic  yds. 

Excavation  of  the  cellar  of  the  return  wing  and  centre 

building,  .  -  -  _  .  1599         do 

Excavation  of  the  cellar  of  the  S.  E.  wing,  -  300         do 

4069  cubic  yds.  at  15  cts. 

WILLIAM  STRICKLAND, 

Architect. 

N.  B. — The  above  amount  of  cubic  yards  of  excavation  is  a  full  estimate.     The 
banks  having  caved  and  washed  to  a  great  extent  from  frost  and  rain. 


Estimate  of  the  amount  of  ivork  and  materials  furnished  by  the  contractors  in  the 
building  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

H.  R.  Broadhead  &  Co. 

Estimate  of  the  lumber  furnished  for  wheeling  plank,  centering,  carpenter's  shop, 
blacksmith's  shop,  lime  house,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  building  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  as  per  bill,  $1095  52. 

Clyde  &  Kennedy. 

Estimate  of  the  workmanship  and  materials  furnished  by  Clyde  &  Kennedy,  2054 
perches,  at  $1   59,  $3,265  86. 

Excavation  in  foundations  of  culverts  and  walls,  650  cubic  yards  at  30  cents,  $195  00. 

Samuel  Copeland. 

Bill  of  the  lumber  and  carpenter's  work  done  in  assisting  the  architect  to  lay  out  the 
plan  of  the  building  on  the  site  of  Pennsylvania  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  including  axes, 
nails,  measuring  Unes,  rods,  &c.,  as  per  bill  of  workmanship,  $100. 

Benner  &  Cox. 

Excavation  of  cellar  and  culvert  pits,  4069  cubic  yards  at  15  cents,  $610  35. 

Thomas  M' Cully. 

Measurement  bill  of  the  carpenter's  work  done  in  the  construction  of  a  carpenter's 
shop,  blacksmith's  shop,  and  lime  house  for  the  use  of  the  building  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  as  per  days'  work,  $325. 

Parker,  Keim  &l  Sherrell. 

Bill  of  the  ironmongery,  such  as  nails,  hinges,  padlocks,  &c.,  used  in  the  building 
of  the  carpenter's  shop,  blacksmith's  shop,  and  lime  house  on  the  site  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Asylum  for  the  Insane,  as  per  bill,  $25  09. 
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Doc.   No.  22. 

Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  relative  to  the  Annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 


READ— January  24,  1845. 


Executive  Office,  Ohio,  '> 

Columbus,  January  18,  1845.  5 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  joint  resolution, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  state. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

M.  BARTLEY. 

His  Excellency,  Goveryior  of  Pennsylvania. 


PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS 


Relative  to  the  Annexation  of  Texas. 


Whereas,  it  is  believed  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  majority  of 
his  cabinet  and  confidential  advisers,  many  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  and  Vice  President-elect,  the  Government  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas,  the  holders  of  many  millions  of  Texian  stocks,  and  the  owners  of 
many  millions  of  acres  of  Texian  land,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  dealers  in  slaves 
in  the  United  States  and  Texas,  together  with  tliose  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
desire  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  slavery,  are  in  favor  of  the  immediate  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  are  exerting  their  influence  to  eflect 
that  object :  And  whereas,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  made  no  provi- 
sion for  incorporating  foreign  nations  into  our  Union  :  And  icliereas,  Texas  is  engaged 
in  a  war  with  Mexico,  is  largely  indebted,  and  offers  no  adequate  indemnity  for  our 
assumption  to  pay  it :  And  tohereas,  the  great  social,  political  and  moral  evil  of  slavery 
is  restored  in  Texas  by  her  constitution,  and  is  tolerated  and  legalized  there,  with  no 
power  in  the  government  to  abolish  it — Therefore, 

Itesolvcd  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  That  we  do  solemnly  and 
earnestly  protest  against  any  proceeding  of  the  government  of  the  United  Stales,  or  any 
branch  or  department  thereof,  having  for  its  object  the  annexation  of  'i'cxas  to  the 
United  States.  Because,  1st,  such  proceedings  wonld  be  unconstitutional.  2d.  Be- 
cause it  would  involve  our  country  in  a  war  with  Mexico  Avithout  just  cause.  3d. 
Because  it  would  make  our  country  liable  for  the  debts  of  Texas,  withont  any  sulhcient 
indemnity.  4th.  Because  it  wonld  involve  us  in  the  gnilt  and  subject  our  country  to 
the  reproach  of  cherishing,  sustaining  and  perpetuating  tlie  evils  of  slavery.  5th. 
Because  an  union  between  the  United  States  and  Texas  with  the  guarantee  or  under- 
standing that  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  territory  of  Texas  shall  be  Ibrmed  into  a 
state  or  states  where  slavery  sluill  be  permitted  to  exist,  and  where  slavery  shall  be 
counted  in  determining  the  nilativc  weight  of  such  states  in  the  councils  of  the  Federal 
Union,  would  still  further  extend  the  undue  advantage  which  the  citizens  of  the  slave- 
holding  states  have  over  those  of  the  states  in  which  slavery  is  not  permitted. 
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Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
requested  to  conform  to  the  foregoing  resokition,  and  to  use  tlieir  utmost  endeavors  to 
prevent  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  states  of  this  Union  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions. 

JOHN  M.  GALLAGHER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

DAVID  CHAMBERS, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
January  I7th,  1845. 


Doc.  No.  23. 


Communication  from  the  Adjutant  General,  relative  to  the  Volun- 
teers in  service  in  May  and  July,  1844. 


READ— January  28,  1845. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Philadelphia,  January  27,  1845. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  calling  upon  the  Adjutant  General  for  a 
muster  roll  and  statement  of  the  troops  ordered  into  service  during  the  riots  in  Philadel- 
phia last  summer,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  certified  copy  of  a  statement, 
furnished  by  Brigadier  General  George  Cadwalader,  in  accordance  with  a  form  furnished 
from  this  office.  This  statement  is  believed  to  be  correct.  The  original  is  on  file  in 
this  office,  certified  to  by  Division  Inspector  Hurst. 

I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  explanation  from  Majors  Miles  and  Stokes,  Aids 
to  the  Major  General. 

A  correct  copy  of  a  report  from  Brigadier  General  A.  C.  Ramsey,  of  the  first  brigade, 
fifth  division,  P.  M.,  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  is  also  transmitted.  These 
troops  were  ordered  out  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 
The  order  was,  however,  countermanded,  and  the  troops  were  intercepted  on  their 
march  to  this  city. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ADAM  DILLER, 
Adjutant  General,  P.  M 
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lusTER  Roll,   or  list  of  Officers  and  Men  composing  the   Volunteer   Troops  in 

the   command  of  Major  Genercd  Robert  Patter- 
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Sheet  No.  1. 


Attest:  JOHN   MILES, 

WILLIAM  A.  STOKES, 

Aids-dt-Camp  to  General  Patterson. 
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service  during  the   riots  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1844,  under 
son,  of  the  First  Division,  Pennsylvania  Miliiiu. 
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cc 

\ 

a 

^  July  6, 

cc 

July  23,      " 

11  July  6  to  July  23, 

cc 

109 

/ 

Awaiting  orders. 

r  July  8, 

cc 

July  15,  1844. 

§July  8  to  July  16, 

cc 

Mont.  Qp., 

35  miles. 

^ 

Except  cavalry.    See  re- 
marks. 

Except  cavalry. 
See  remarks. 

5 

382 

Berks  co.. 

65  miles. 

July  8, 

" 

July  17,  1844. 

July  8  to  July  18, 

cc 

146 

Lan.  CO., 

72  iTiilpc: 

c  May  9, 

cc 

May  11,      " 

May  9  to  May  12, 

cc 

? 

42 

f  -v  ijiiic^. 

I  July  13, 

cc 

July  19,      " 

July  13  to  July  20, 

" 

<c 

cc 

c  May  9, 
d  July  13, 

cc 

May  11,      " 

May  9  to  May  12, 

cc 

] 

40 

" 

July  19,      « 

July  13  to  July  20, 

cc 

{( 

80  miles. 

July  14, 

" 

July  18,      " 

July  14  to  July  19, 

cc 

33 

cc 

cc 

July  14, 

cc 

July  18,      " 

cc                  cc 

cc 

24 

(C 

82  miles. 

Julv  14, 

cc 

July  18,      " 

cc                   (C 

cc 

31 

85  miles. 

July  14, 

cc 

July  18,      « 

cc                  cc 

C( 

34 

York  CO., 

100  miles. 

July  15, 

cc 

July  21,      " 

July  15  to  July  22, 

(C 

34 

" 

cc 

July  15, 

cc 

July  21,      " 

cc                  cc 

cc 

36 

Dauphin  co. 

110  miles. 

C  May  10, 
I  July  14, 

<c 

May  13,      " 
July  20,     " 

May  10  to  May  14, 
July  14  to  July  21, 

cc 

cc 

] 

37 

cc 

C  May  9, 
1  July  16, 

cc 

May  11,      « 

May  9  to  May  12, 

" 

\ 

40 

<c 

July  20,      " 

July  14  to  July  21, 

cc 

Bucks  CO., 

42  miles. 

July  8, 

cc 

July  20,      " 

aJuly  8  to  July  21, 

cc 

53 

Chester  co.. 

35  miles. 

July  15, 

" 

July  20,      " 

6July  15  to  July  21, 

cc 

26 

Ches  &  Del., 

cc 

July  16, 

cc 

July  20,      « 

cJuly  16  to  July  21, 

cc 

29 

80  miles. 

July  16, 

" 

July  18,      " 

(/July  14  to  July  19, 

C( 

3 
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REMARKS. 

*  Not  discharged — awaiting,  orders. 

■j-  Of  these,  twenty-nine  cavalry  and  four  artillery  horses — not  discharged ;  awaiting  orders. 

\  Of  these,  fifty-one  cavalry  and  six  artillery  horses — service,  July  7  to  July  23,  1844 — not  dis- 
charged ;  awaiting  orders. 

II  Not  discharged  ;  awaiting  orders. 

§  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cavalry  and  six  artillery  and  baggage  horses;  service,  July 
8  to  July  19,  1844. 

a  Cavalry. 

b  c  Cavalry. 

d  Command  of  detachment. 

[  For  Recapitulation — See  next  Page.  ] 
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RECAPITUI.ATIOX  No.  1. — Of  Grade,  Rank  and  Number. 

Major  General,        -----____i 

Division  Inspector,  (Lieut.  Colonel,)  ---__.  i 

Aids  to  Major  General,  (Majors,)     -----__2 

Brigadier  Generals,  ----.___6 

Aids  to  Brigadier  Generals  and  Brigade  Majors,  (Captains,)  -  _  _  g 

Colonels,  ------___4 

Lieut.  Colonels,       -------  __2 

Majors,  -------_-9 

Adjutants  of  Regiments  and  Battalions,         ---___  5 

Quarter-Masters  and  Pay-Masters  of  Regiments  and  Battalions,  -  _  _  8 

Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons,  ______  12 

Commissioned  Company  Officers,     -  -  -  -  -  -  -180 

Non-Commissioned  Offiicers,  ---____         331 

Musicians,  --  -  -  -  ...  .  -66 

Privates,  -----_-__       1468 
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Recapituiation  No.  2. — Of  Character  of  Service. 


1 .  General,  Field  and  Stafi'  Officers, 

2.  Cavalry,  -  _  _ 

3.  Artillery,  Infantry  and  Rifle, 


Head  Quarters,  1st  Div.  P.  M.,  7  c-       j 

Philadelphia,  July  25,  1844.         5  ^^S^etX 


JNO.  MILES, 
WILL  A.  STOKES, 
Aids-de-Canip  to  Major  General  Robert  Patterson. 


Philadelphia,  January  25,  1845. 

I,  Edward  Hurst,  Division  Inspector  of  First  Division,  P.  M.,  during  the  Riots  in  Philadelphia, 
in  the  months  of  May  and  July,  A.  D.  1844,  do  certify  upon  honor,  that  I  have  mustered  the  troops 
called  into  service  by  the  proper  authorities,  and  that  the  accompanying  lists  exhibit  a  true  and  correct 
statement  of  the  same.  Signed, 

EDWARD  HURST, 

Division  Inspector. 
To  Adam  Diller,  Esq.., 

Adjutant  General,  Pennsylvania. 

I  certify  the  above  and  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 

ADAM  DILLER, 
Adjutant  General,  P.  M- 


Adjutant  General's  Office,  '} 

Philadelphia,  January  27,  1845.  3 


Head  Quarters,  1st  Div.,  P.  M.      > 

PhUadcIphia,  January  37,  1845.  3 


Adam  Diller,  Esq.,  Adjutant  General,  P.  M. 

Sir: — In  the  absence  of  Major  General  Patterson  from  this  city,  I  enclose  a  return 
of  the  troops  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  commonwealth  by  order  of  the  Governor, 
during  the  riots  in  the  year  1844. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  the  documents  in  possession  of  the  stafi'  of  the 
Major  General,  and  to  depend  upon  them  for  the  preparation  of  this  document.  To 
give  all  the  details  as  to  brigades,  regiments  and  companies,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  furnish  copies  of  the  various  returns,  from  M'hich  Uic  enclosed  general  return  is  con- 
densed, and  which  would  mucl\  delay  me  in  furnishing  you  with  this  statement,  which 
will,  I  think,  aflbrd  substantially  the  information  required,  and  which,  I  understand, 
it  is  your  desire  to  forward  to  llarrisburg  as  soon  as  possible.     I  also  enclose  the  letter 
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from  the  officers  of  tlie  staff  of  the  division  which  was  sent  to  me  with  the  return. 
Should  any  further  information  or  explanations  be  desired,  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding,  1st  Biv.  P.  M. 


Head  Quarters,  1st  Division  P.  M.  > 

Philadelphia,  January  25,  1845.  3 
Brig.  Gen.  Cadwalader  commanding : 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  request,  we  beg  leave  to  furnish  the  accompanying 
rolls  or  lists  as  to  the  service  of  the  military  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  during  the 
riots  of  the  year  1844.  We  believe  them  substantially  to  afford  correct  information  as 
to  all  the  inquiries  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  by  the  Adjutant  General, 
though  if  some  slight  inaccuracies  should  exist,  they  can  easily  be  corrected  when  the 
regular  pay  rolls  shall  be  made  out. 

The  accompanying  lists  furnish  a  classification  of  grade,  rank,  date  and  service,  as  far 
as  the  above  returns  to  the  Major  General  will  permit.  They  furnish  the  same 
information  (with  a  slight  variation,  owing  to  a  recent  return)  as  that  contained  in  a 
report  addressed  to  Governor  Porter  recently ;  but  they  contain  more  particulars. 

It  is  proper  further  to  state,  that  expenses  of  travel  and  transportation  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  lists  herewith  sent. 

It  is  also  proper  to  be  remarked,  that  the  troops  of  this  division  were  in  the  service 
of  the  local  civil  authorities  from  May  7th  to  May  9th,  since  which  latter  date  they 
acted  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief,  as  appears  by  his 
'*  general  order"  of  said  latter  date. 

We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  state  these  facts  to  you,  submitting  to  your  judg- 
ment whether  or  not  they  shall  be  transmitted  through  the  proper  channels  as 
explanatory  of  the  subject. 

We  are  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants,  / 

EDWARD  HURST, 

Biv.  Ins.,  1st  Biv,  P.  M. 
JOHN  MILES, 
WILLIAM  A.  STOKES, 
Aids-de-Camp  to  Maj.  Gen.  Patterson. 


Report  of  the  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Bivision,  P.  M.,  doing  duty  in  pursuance  of 
general  orders  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  July  13,  1844. 
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General  Staff, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Independent  Battalion, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

12 

54 

8 

York  W.  Artillery,     - 

1 

1 

1 

4 

22 

2 

Independent  Rifle  Battalion, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

16 

89 

10 

Union  and  Chanceford  Battalion, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

6 

22 

131 

10 

Total, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

14 

13 

14 

7 

54 

296 

30 
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The  above  officers  and  soldiers  Avere  in  uniform,  doing  duty  for  three  days,  and  not 
reported  to  Major  General  Patterson. 

Subsistence  Department. 

No.  of  rations  per  day,      -  -  -  ••  -  -  -1341 

No.  of  horses  forage,         -  -  -  -  -  -  -144 

Subsistence  for  drivers,      -------  12 

Quarter  Masters'  Department. 

No.  of  wagons  per  day,    -------  12 

No.  of  horses         "-  -  -■-  -  -  -  48 

Transportation  on  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  railroad,  as  per  bill,  $512  20. 

M.  P.  SHAW,  Brisr.  Quarter  Master. 
DAVID  G.  BARNITZ,  Md-de-Camp. 

Approved: — Albert  C.  Ramsey,  Brig.  General. 


Doc.  No.  24. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  enclosing  a  statement 
of  the  outstandinor  State  Taxes. 


READ— January  29,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ) 

Harrisburg,  January  29,   1845.  ^ 

Hon.  WiLUAM  P.  WrLCGX, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senate  of  the  16th  and  22d  instant,  a  tabular  statement,  showing  the  amount  of  tax 
assessed  on  real  and  personal  property,  in  the  several  counties,  for  the  use  of  the 
commonwealth,  in  the  years  1841,  1842,  1843  and  1844,  the  amount  received  from 
that  source  at  the  State  Treasury  during  the  same  period,  the  amount  outstanding,  and 
the  sum  appropriated  to  each  county  during  those  years  for  common  school  purposes. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 
Auditor  General. 
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A  TABULAE  STATEMENT, 

Showing,  for  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  property, 
trades,  professions,  &c.,  made  taxable  for  State  purposes;  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  ;  the  amount 
of  the  same  received  at  the  State  Treasury;  the  amount  outstanding;  together  with  the  amount 
of  appropriations  to  Common  Schools,  for  the  several  years  therein  named,  commencing  January 
1,  1841,  and  ending  December  31,  1844: 


Counties. 

! 

Years 

Valuation. 

Tax  Assessed. 

Tax  Received. 

Tax  Outstand- 
ing. 

School  Appro^ 
priations. 

Adams,      -     - 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

-1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

$4,796,836 

$5,932  92 
6,011   28 
8,657  08 
9,604  62 

$3,3.54  93 
4,797  99 
1,898  38 
6,551   96 

$13,602  64 

$5,222  00 
5,222  00 
5,196  00 
5,196  00 

$30,205  90 

$16,603  26 

$20,836  00 

Allegheny, 

$15,910,504 

$19,153  86 
18,682  46 

*  32, 000  00 
32,157  75 

$10,590   14 
15,409  37 
18,494  43 
38,886  77 

$18,613  36 

$16,165  00 
16,165  00 
17,546  00 
17,546  00 

$101,994  07 

$83,380  71 

$67,422  00 

Armstrong,     - 

$1,633,743 

$1,598  22 
2,308  83 
3,373   17 
5,072  80 

$899  05 
2,404  03 

$9,049  94 

$5,471  00 
3,825  00 
4,226  00 
4,226  00 

$12,353  02 

$3,303  08 

$17,748  00 

Beaver,      -     - 

$4,633,743 

$.5,367  41 
5,319  33 
9,760  78 
9,773  79 

$2,376  41 
3,390  56 
7,249  57 
9,790  55 

$7,414  22 

$5,996  00 
5,996  00 
6,650  00 
6,650  00 

$30,221   31 

$22,807  09 

$2,5,292  00 

Bedford,    -    - 

$3,280,982 

$2,376  05 
4,152  58 
7,480  73 

*7,40«  00 

$2,960  85 
5,905   97 
1,691   07 

^10,851  47 

$6,119  00 
6,119  00 
6,738  00 
6,738  00 

$21,409  36 

$10,557  89 

$2.5,714  00 

Berks,        -     - 

$19,386,001 

$21,737  92 
25,806  53 
4.5,9.37  45 
41,195   66 

$9,772  09 
14,274  82 
20,294   65 
46,132   12 

$44,203  88 

$12,731  00 
12,731  00 
14,206  00 
14,206  00 

$1.34,677  56 

$90,473  68 

$53,874  00 

Bradford,   -     - 

$3,793,957 

$2,469  91 
4,646  30 
7,569  80 
6,182   11 

$214  03 

1,932  38 

2,141    01 

11,443  89 

$5,136  81 

$5,579  00 
.5,579  00 
6,737  00 
6,737  00 

$20,868   12 

$15,731  31 

$24,632  00 
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Counties. 

Years 

Valuation. 

Tax  Assessed. 

Tax  Received. 

Tax  Outstand- 
ing. 

School  Appro- 
priations. 

Bucks,       -     - 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1843, 

1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

$12,467,165 

$17,079  98 
25,322  23 
42,508  30 
33,601   82 

$4,452   18 

7,473   17 

19,489    16 

32,572  07 

$54,525  75 

$10,298  00 
10,298  00 
11,602  00 
11,602  00 

$118,512  33 

$63,986  58 

$43,800  00 

Butler,       -     - 

$2,557,909 

$2,278  52 
2,842  32 
5,343  00 

*5,300  00 

$482  27 

300  00 

2,278  32 

2,578  91 

$10,124  34 

$4,944  00 
4,944  00 
5,633  00 
5,633  00 

$15,763  84 

$5,639  50 

$21,154  00 

Cambria,   -     - 

$752,316 

$676  30 

1,063  39 

1,794  01 

*  1,800  00 

$306  00 

1,118  84 

571  42 

$3,337  44 

$2,334  00 
2,334  00 
2,653  00 
2,653  00 

$5,333  70 

$1,996  26 

$9,974  00 

Cartjon,      -     - 

$1,292,885 

$2,844  75 
*3,000  00 

$5,844  75 

$1,947  00 

$5,844  75 

$1,947  00 

Centre,      -    - 

$5,265,870 

$3,795  95 

6,291  87 

11,635  22 

10,847  02 

$1,917   12 
2,804   11 
2,040  49 
6,199  57 

$19,608  77 

$4,457  00 
4,457  00 
4,761  00 
4,761  00 

$32,570  06 

$12,961   29 

$18,436  00 

Chester,     -     - 

$19,180,786 

$22,388  95 
25,861   52 
45,949  83 
42,951  40 

$10,391   39 
13,107  36 
23,765  97 
33,219   15 

$56,667  83 

$12,662  00 
12,662  00 
12,794  00 
12,794  00 

$137,151   70 

$80,483  87 

$50,912  00 

Clarion,     -     - 

$1,332,939 

$1,321   63 
1,526  46 
2,753  57 
2,621  38 

$477  49 
471  48 
486  35 

3,338  90 

$3,448  82 

$2,596  00 
3,418  00 
3,418  00 

$8,223  04 

$4,774  22 

$9,432  00 

Clearfield, 

$683,881 

$1,186  63 
1,251   96 
1,379  25 
1,719  85 

$481   10 

40  00 

1,044   12 

$3,972  47 

$1,728  00 
1,728  00 
2,177  00 
2,177  00 

$5,537  69 

$1,565  22 

$7,810  00 
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Counties. 

Years 

Valuation. 

Tax  Assessed. 

Tax  Received. 

Tax  Outstand- 
ing. 

School  Appro- 
priations. 

Clinton,     -     - 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1S41, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

$1,676,657 

$1,469  66 
1,848   14 
3,240  24 
3,296  74 

$156  47 

1,017  00 

952  00 

2,422  89 

$5,306  42 

$1,663  00 
1,663  00 
1,923  00 
1,923  00 

$9,854  78 

$4,548  36 

$7,172  00 

Oolumbij, 

$4,268,595 

$4,397   13 
6,264  22 
9,541   28 
9,295  06 

$743  36 
3,228   17 

2.320  86 

6.321  55 

$16,883  75 

$4,621  00 
4,621  00 
5,582  00 
5,582  00 

$29,497  69 

$12,613  94 

$20,406  00 

Crawford,  -     - 

$2,820,066 

$2,750  96 
3,005   13 
5,889  24 

*5,800  00 

$2,205  80 
1,068  00 
5,093  57 

$9,077  96 

$5,883  oO 
5,883  00 
7,249  00 
7,249  00 

$17,445  33 

$8,367  37 

$26,264  00 

Cumberland,  - 

$8,541,180 

$10,244  22 
14,568  92 
19,475  70 
18,337  05 

$7,164  64 
6,212  60 
7,551    15 

12,848  37 

$28,849   13 

$6,769  00 
6,769  00 
7,033  00 
7,033  00 

$62,625  89 

$33,776  76 

$27,604  00 

Dauphin,  -     - 

$7,881,816 

$8,153  70 
12,943  33 
15,532  67 
15,868  34 

$5,088  88 

8,875  37 

12,123  75 

12,004  48 

$14,405  56 

$6,262  00 
6,262  00 
6,245  00 
6,245  00 

$52,498  04 

$38,092  48 

$25,014  00 

Delaware, 

$7,497,466 

$7,032  25 
10,180  20 
15,247  01 
16,259  83 

$6,936  03 

7,558  37 

1.5,744  39 

14,820  63 

$3,659  87 

$4,057  00 
4,057  00 
4,332  00 
4,332  00 

$48,719  29 

$45,059  42 

$16,778  00 

Erie,     -     -     - 

$3,810,408 

$3,065  78 
4,421   60 
7,778  57 
8,220  50 

$1,501   93 

156  56 

4,659  62 

2,077  69 

$15,090  65 

$6,334  00 
6,334  00 
7,336  00 
7,336  00 

$23,486  45 

SS,395  80 

$27,340  00 

Fayette,     -     - 

$4,800,835 

$5,190   19 
6,097  40 
9,703  04 
9,611   55 

$300  00 
7,850   13 
2,920   11 
7,979  99 

$11,551  95 

$6,461   00 
6,461   00 
6,857  00 
6,857  00 

$30,602   18 

$19,050  23 

$26,636  00 
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Counties. 

Years 

Valuation. 

Tax  Assessed. 

Tax  Received. 

Tax  Outstand- 
ing. 

School  Appro- 
priations. 

Franklin,  -     - 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 

1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

$12,041,832 

$8,684  29 
14,018.24 
24,175  48 
27,265  28 

$1,662  52 

10,491   73 

5,684  50 

19,053   15 

$37,251  39 

$7,481  00 
7,481  00 
8,726  00 
8,726  00 

$74,143  29 

$36,891   90 

$32,414  00 

Greene,      -     - 

$2,074,283 

$2,201  79 
2,747  67 
4,721  04 
4,121  44 

$2,172  07 
2,169   19 
4,456  61 

$4,994  07 

$3,791  00 
3,791  00 
4,168  00 
4,168  00 

$13,791  94 

$8,797  87 

$15,918  00 

Huntingdon,  - 

$9,447,597 

$7,097  35 
11,425  08 
19,186   15 
17,457  11 

$2,288  42 
3,368   68 
5,908  96 
9,423  38 

$34,176  25 

$7,330  00 
7,330  00 
8,482  00 
8,482  00 

$55,165  69 

$20,989  44 

$31,624  00 

Indiana,     -     - 

$2,331,249 

■ 

$2,136  50 
2,499  69 
5,380  37 

4,842  28 

$932  87 
1,527  95 
1,307  85 
4,092  78 

$6,997  39 

$4,142  00 
4,142  00 
4,647  00 
4,647  00 

$14,858  84 

$7,861  45 

$17,578  00 

Jefferson,  -     - 

$1,003,399 

$1,173  74 
1,075   16 
1,661   33 

*  1,600  00 

$84  40 
803  00 
443  73 
742  04 

$3,437  06 

$1,313  00 
1,313  00 
1,706  00 
1,706  00 

$5,510  23 

$2,073   17 

$6,038  00 

Juniata,     -     - 

$2,353,256 

$1,776  95 
3,136  02 
5,707  84 
5,244  96 

$852  36 
1,335  09 
3,683  02 

$9,995  30 

$2,504  00 
2,504  00 
2,707  00 
2,707  00 

$15,865  77 

$5,870  47 

$10,422  00 

Lancaster, 

$21,759,930 

$33,686  07 
46,757  47 
56,999  10 

53,828  85 

$20,395   19 
41,079  96 
40,053  74 
47,819  99 

$41,922  61 

$18,497  00 
18,497  00 
18,836  00 
18,836  00 

$191,271   49 

$149,348  88 

$74,666  00 

Lebanon,  -     - 

$8,734,890 

$6,443  74 
12,088  26 
18,202  61 
16,372  54 

$1,779  00 
5,131  20 
5,429  73 
8,653  66 

$32,113  56 

$4,971  00 
4,971  00 
4,833  00 
4,833  00 

$53,107   15 

$20,993  59 

$19,608  00 
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^ounties. 

Yeai 

s     Valuation. 

1 
Tax   Assessed.  Tax  Reccivcc 

.  Tax  Outstand 

ing. 

i 

-School  Appro- 
priations. 

Lehigh,      -     - 

1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 

l     §11,819,44; 

§7,047  34 1        §3,500  0 

)          14,198    13            7,676  6 

23,635  51 !        21,607  4. 

16,864  551        10,160  91 

3 
3 

i 
i 

§18,800  5 

§6,363  00 
6,363  00 
6,315  00 
6,315  00 

§61,745  53:      §42,945  0 

2       §25,356  00 

Luzerne,    -     - 

1841 
1842 
1843 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

§4,017,247 

§3,166  6( 
8,722  7f 
9,913  71 

*9,900  OC 

5 

;         §1,359   9f 
1,296  3g 
7,077  87 

• 
§21,968  9: 

§7,518  00 
7,518  00 
7,473  00 
7,473  00 

§31,703   13 

§9,734  20 

J       §29,982  00 

Lycoming, 

§3,236,805 

§2,640  41 
6,888  56 
9,967  22 
9,148  86 

§573  82 
2,009  50 
1,716  68 
2,302  39 

§22,042  66 

§4,349  00 
4,349  00 
5,273  00 
5,273  00 

§28,645  05 

1        §6,602  39 

§19,244  00 

M'Kean,    -     - 

§518,758 

§631   76 

535  56 

1,037  51 

*  1,000  00 

§385  07 
1,115  00 

§1,704  76 

§620  00 
620  00 

807  00 
807  00 

§3,204  83 

§1,500  07 

§2,854  00 

Mercer,      -     - 

§3,736,628 

§3,618   19 
4,401  06 
8,107  55 
8,866  00 

§1,484  64 
2,629  39 
1,957  92 
8,183  57 

§10,737  28 

§6,495  00 
6,495  00 
7,154  00 
7,154  00 

§24,992  80 

§14,255  52 

§27,298  00 

Mifflin,      -     - 

§2,821,830 

§3,328  33 
5,105  46 
8,625  08 
8,311   77 

§715  00 
1,483  55 
2,554  00 

i 
§20,618  09 

§3,039  00 
3,039  00 
3,212  00 
3,212  00 

§25,370  64 

§4,752  55 

§12,502  00 

Monroe,     -     - 

§1,679,961 

§1,546  19 
2,084  07 
3,491   86 
3,003  37 

§63  73 
336  39 

2,215  32 
1,303  60 

§6,206  45 

§2,023  00 
2,023  00 
2,345  00 
2,219   00 

§10,125  49 

§3,919  04 

§8,610  00 

Montgomery, 

§15,299,588 

§15,185  02 
29,030  93 
42,567  61 
36,251   31 

§2,487  35 
10,067  60 
34,604  08 
22,858  71 

$53,017  13 

§10,140  00 
10,140  00 
12,596  00 
12,596  00 

§123,034  87 

§70,017  74 

§45,472  «0 

1 80 
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Counties. 


Northampton, 


Years 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


Valuation.     Tax  Assessed. 


Tax  Received. 


$13,234,211 


$11,972  10 
17,728  23 
27,234  65 
27,050  87 


$83,985  85 


^Northumberland,  |1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


Perry,  -     - 


Philadelphia, 


Pike,    - 


Potter, 


Schuylkill, 


1,100,158 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


$3,266,780 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844,  $119,101,037 


$3,854  22 

7,083  29 

11,158  24 

12,439  40 


$34,535   15 


53,625  67 
3,778  57 
6,990  63 

''7,000  00 


$6,138  98 

2,706   67 

19,515  39 

13,940  35 


$42,301   39 


Tax  Outstand- 
ing. 


$2,-«99  33 
3,056  18 
3,214  61 
2,291   77 


$10,661  69 


Jl,394  87 


$210,603  12 
221,754  29 
285,691  01 
275,617  29 


$993,665  71 


11841,; 

11842,! 
1 1843, 

1 1844, 1 


S847,515J 


Somerset, 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


$72.5,918 


$6,690,699 


$2,680,366 


$505  67 

899  83 

1,587  81 

1,559  74 


$346  30 
1,023  23 
2,740  68 
4,994  46 


),104  67 


$87,971  56 
161,135  01 
207,613  64 
272,350  98 


$729,071  19 


$454  90 

20  25 

501  09 


$4,553  05 i 


$976  24 


$640  44i 
650  07i 
726  26: 

*750  OO' 


$130  00 
475  50 
133  74 
737  89 


$2,766  77    $1,477  13 


$5,757  83' 

8,015  OO! 

14,520  05| 

14,056  691 


$1,753  44 
4,043  74 
6,590  10 

12,085  76 


$42,349  57]      $24,473  04 


$1,526  51 
3,138  00 
5,587  96 

•5,  .500  00 


$1.''},752  47 


$536  49 

694  39 

2,303  39 

4,333  46 


$7,867  73 


$41,684  46 


$23,873  26 


School  Appro- 
priations. 


$7,934  00 
7,934  00 
9,100  00 
7,274  00 


$.32,242  00 


$3,933  00 
3,933  00 
4,489  00 
4,489  00 


$12,290  20 


$264,594  52 


§3,576  81 


$16,844  00 


$3,629  00 
3,629  00 
3,979  00 
3,979  00 


S15,216  00 


$49,283  00 
49,283  00 
57,764  00 
57,764  00 


$214,094  00 


$723  00 
723  00 
925  00 
925  00 


$3,296  00 


$614  00 
614  00 
845  00 
845  00 


$1,289  64    $2,918  00 


$6,005  00 
6,005  00 
7,223  00 
7,223  00 


$17,876  53   $20,456  00 


$3,748  00 

3,748  00 

4,296  00 

4,296  00 


$7,884  74i   $16,088  00 
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Counties. 

Years 

Valuation. 

Tax  Assessed. 

Tax  Received. 

Tax  Outstand- 
ing. 

School  Appro- 
priations. 

Susquehanna, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 

§2,658,813 

§1,441  32 
1,813  79 
5,015  85 

*5,000  00 

§20  00 

923  33 

2,471   79 

1,929  72 

§7,926   12 

§3,955  00 
3,955  00 
4,947  00 
4,947  00 

§13,270  96 

§5,344  84 

§17,804  00 

Tioga,  -     -     - 

§1,485,265 

§1,166  03 
1,076  08 
2,179  81 

*2,100  00 

§119  50 
1,682  67 
3,493   18 

§1,226  57 

§3,063  00 
3,063  00 
3,782  00 
3,782  00 

§6,521   92 

§5,295  35 

§13,690  00 

Union,       -     - 

§6,059,567 

§3,831   83 

8,790  71 

14,166  63 

13,007  39 

§1,606  26 
4,575  78 

§33,614  52 

§4,  .559  00 
4,559   00 
4,968  00 
4,968  00 

§39,796  56 

§6,182  04 

§19,054  00 

Venango,  -     - 

•     §1,111,910 

§1,175   13 
1,459  03 
2,540  93 
2,222  00 

§33  25 
893  53 
868  05 

1,513  72 

§4,088  54 

§3,623  00 
2,679  00 
3,226  00 
3,226  00 

§7,397  09 

§3,308  55 

§12,754  00 

Warren,     -     - 

§929,617 

§962  24 
1,028  72 
1,900  25 
2,139  71 

§703  87 
1,049  35 
1,514  44 

§2,763  26 

§1,834  00 
1,834  00 
2,250  00 
2,250  00 

§6,030   92 

§3,267  66 

§8,168  00 

Washington,  - 

§7,524,434 

§8,585  45 

9,720  40 

16,037  25 

16,363  09 

§3,271   97 
8,495  75 
7,699   19 

15,891   57 

§15,347  71 

§8,830  00 
8,830  00 
9,204  00 
9,204  00 

§50,706   19 

§3.5,358  48 

§36,068  00 

Wayne,     -     - 

§1,238,425 

§1,095  63 
1,428  29 
2,565  54 

*2,500  00 

§205  56 

1,027  04 

1,1.54  47 

354  00 



§4,848  39 

§2,195  00 
2,195  00 
2,700  00 
2,700  00 

§7,589  46 

§2,741   07 

§9,790  00 

Westmoreland, 

§5,635,687 

§5,553  76 

7,031   60 

12,762  59 

11,523  27 

§2,337  24 
2,587   11 
7,678  15 
4,503   12 

§19,765  60 

§8,630  00 
8,630  00 
9,286  00 
9,286  00 

§36,871   22 

$17,105  62 

§3.5,832  00 
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Counties. 


Wyoming 


York, 


Years 


Valuation. 


Total, 


1843, 
1844, 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 


$9,649,839 


Tax  Assessed. 


§1,935  42 
*2,000  00 


$3,935  42 


?10,870  72 
12,549  10 
20,831  27 
21,230  56 


§65,481   65 


Tax  Received, 


§1,631  94 


$1,631  94 


§6,081   62 

8,896  25 

15,500  38 

16,566  81 


§47,045  06 


Recapituiation. 


§523,200  14 
663,075  12 
992,206  81 
946,055  60 


§428,083,479  §3,124,537  67 


§212,097  04 
394,261  90 
565,467  90 
772,108   66 


§1,943,935  50 


Tax  Outstand- 
ing. 


§2,303  48 


§18,436  59 


§1,180,602   17 


School  Appro- 
priations. 


§1,741  00 
1,741  00 


§3,482  00 


§11,448  00 
11,448  00 
12,253  00 
12,253  00 


§47,402  00 


§350,338  00 
350,344  00 
393,152  00 
393,147  00 


§1,486,981   00 


In  the  foregoing  tahle,  wherever  an  asterisk  occurs,  thus,  (*)  it  signifies  that  the  amount  to  which 
it  is  prefixed  is  estimated — no  returns  for  tliat  year  having  been  received  from  the  county.  The  esti- 
mate, however,  in  such  case,  is  based  upon  returns  for  the  preceding  year,  and  will  be  found  so  near 
to  the  real  sum,  as  to  serve  for  all  practical  purposes. 

The  tax  outstanding  exhibits  the  gross  amount,  and  is  subject  to  exonerations  and  commissions  to 
collectors  and  county  treasurers,  for  four  years.  It  was  found  impossible,  from  the  imperfect  reports 
of  county  auditors,  to  show  the  net  amount  of  this  item  ;  but  from  the  best  data  which  at  this  time 
can  be  collected,  it  would  seem  that  about  8  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  tax  assessed,  is  a  fair 
average  of  the  allowances  to  be  made  for  its  collection.  Assuming  this  to  be  correct,  the  net 
amount  outstanding  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1845,  was  §930,639  16,  embracing  of  course  the 
balance  unpaid  of  the  assessment  for  the  year  1844. 

From  the  1st  to  the  25th  inst.,  both  inclusive,  there  have  been  received  at  the  State  Treasury,  on 
account  of  state  tax,  the  following  sums  from  the  counties  to  which  they  are  set  opposite,  reducing 
the  outstanding  tax,  on  the  25th  January,  1845,  to  the  net  amount  of  §744,841   89,  viz: 

-       §10,086  05 

9,115  24 

689  06 

948  31 

437  40 

15,624  68 

2,094  63 

2,272   96 

11,933  09 

397   62 


Adams, 

AlJcgheiiy,  - 

Armstrong, 

Beaver, 

Bedford,       - 

Bucks, 

Butler, 

Carbon, 

Chester,        - 

Clarion, 

Columbia,    - 

Crawford,    - 

Cumberland, 

Dauphin,     - 

Erie, 

Fayette, 

Greene, 

Franklin,    - 


Amount  carried  forward, 


619  64 

3,(148  62 

5,000  00 

1,331  88 

2,827  84 

3,678  56 

3,6.50  St 

4,496  19 

§78,852  Gl 
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Amount  brought  forward,       -             -             -             _             .  $78,852  61 

Jefferson,     -----__.  355  85 

Juniata,       --....._  235  87 

Lancaster,  -----_._  8,594  70 

Lebanon,     ------_.  7^641  93 

Lehigh,       -             -             -             -             -             -             .             -  12,147  30 

Luzerne,     -             -             -             -             -             -             .             -  1,890  97 

Lycoming,  ------_.  1,494  97 

Mifflin,        -------_  4,024  43 

Montgomery,            -             -             -             -             -             -             -  7,452  00 

Northumberland,      -------  11,546  41 

Philadelphia,             ----_..  21,314  84 

Potter,         --------  93  00 

Schuylkill,-             -             -             -             -             -             -             -  5,166  71 

Somerset,     -----__.  860  00 

Susquehanna,           --_-___  3,002  42 

Tioga,          -             -             -             -             -             .             .             -  ''712  81 

Union,         -              -              -              -              -              -              .              -  10,122  46 

"Venango,    --------  748  80 

Warren,      ------_.  681  70 

Washington,            -             -             -             -             -             -             -  3,054  73 

Wayne,       --------  1,341  24 

Westmoreland,         -             -             -             -             -             _             -  4,421  52 

Wyoming,  --------  40  00 


$185,797  27 


Of  the  amount  of  tax  received  at  the  State  Treasury,  to  the  25th  inst.,  the  sum  of  $381,117  97 
is  from  the  assessment  for  the  year  1844. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 
AuuiTOR  General's  Office,  ^ 

Harrisburg,  Jan.  29,  1845.  3 


Doc.  No.  25. 
Statement  of  the  York  and  Maryland  Line  Railroad  Company. 


READ— January  29,   1845. 


Office,  York  and  Maryland  Line  R.  R.  Co.  ? 
January  27,  1845.  5 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  transmit  the  report  of  this  company  to  the 
Legislature,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  its  charter. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

CHARLES  HOWARD,   President. 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 


184  YORK  AND  MARYLAND  LINE  RAILROAD. 

To  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

In  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  at  the 
session  1831,  1832,  No.  78,  section  11,  the  York  and  Maryland  line  railroad  com- 
pany respectfully  submit  their  tenth  annual  report. 

Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  York  and  Maryland  line  railroad 
company  from  its  organization  to  the  30th  September,  1844,  (exclusive  of  loans  made 
to  the  company.,  since  repaid.) 

RECEIPTS. 

From  Capital  Stock,    -----  $199,195  00 
"     Loans  from  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  railroad 

company,      -----  341,645  69 
"     Transportation,  being  one-third  nett  receipts  on  this 
road  and  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  railroad  to 

30th  September,  1839,           -             -             -  10,486  72 

"     Do.              do.            1840,           -             -              -  12,362  68 

"     Do.              do.            1841,           -             -             -  14,610  09 

"     Do.              do.            1842,           -             -             -  16,320  50 

"     Do.              do.            1843,           -             -             -  11,619  19 

"     Do.              do.            1844,           -             -             -  12,468  20 

$618,708  07 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  Damages,              .             .             -             -             .  $34,291  70 

"    Graduation,  masonry,  &c.              .             _             .  500,893  14 

"    Salaries,  president  and  secretary,  -             -             -  5,655  85 
"     Payments  to  Baltimore   and   Susquehanna  railroad 
company  on  account  of  loans,  being  the  amount 

of  transportation,            _             _             .             .  77,867  38 


$618,708  07 


All  the  transportation  on  the  road  has  been  done  by  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna 
railroad  company. 

By  agreement  between  the  two  companies,  the  York  and  Maryland  line  railroad 
company  is  entitled  to  one-third  of  the  net  revenue  received  by  the  Baltimore  and 
Susquehanna  railroad  company  for  transportation  on  the  whole  line  of  the  road  from 
Baltimore  to  York. 

The  amount  of  transportation  on  this  line  from  October  1,  1843,  to  the  30th  Sept'r, 
1844,  inclusive,  was : 

From  49,347  passengers,  .  _  .  -       $36,827  87 

"     162,032,672  lbs.  merchandize,  -  -  •         85.72195 

"     United  States  mail,  -  -  .  _  5,362  43 

$127,912  25 

Deduct  expenses  of  transportation,        -  -  .     $114,449  33 

Less — tolls  to  Wrightsville,  York  and  Gettys- 

l)urg  railroad  company,  -  $12,419  84 

Wrightsville,  York  and  Gettysburg 
railroad  company's  proportion  of 
above  expenses,  -  -  11,521   85 


23,941   69 


1)0,507  64 


Net  transportation,    -  -  -  -  -  -  -       $37,404  61 

York  and  Maryland  line  railroad  company's  proportion,  one-third,  $12,468  20 

CHAS.  HOWARD,  President. 
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State  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  City. 

On  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  1845,  personally  appeared  before  me,  the 
subscriber,  a  justiee  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  city  aforesaid,  Charles  Howard,  presi- 
dent of  the  York  and  Maryland  line  railroad  company,  and  made  oath  that  the  above 
report  is  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Sworn  to  before 

D.  H.  xM'DONALD. 


Doc.   No.  26. 


Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Forest  Im 
provement  company  for  the  year  1844. 


READ— January  29,  1845. 


Office,  Forest  Improvement  Company,  > 
January  27,  1845.  ^ 

Report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Forest  Improvement  company,  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1844,  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania: 
Rents  and  profits  received,  _  .  .  _  .  $28,936  69 

Expenditures  for  permanent  improvements  and  taxes,  $22,169  84 

Salaries  and  office  expenses,  .  -  -  .         2,200  00 

24,369  84 


$4,566  85 


No  dividends  have  been  declared  by  the  Forest  Improvement  company  for  the  year 
1844. 

C.  D.  FOREST, 
Agent,  resident  in  Schuylkill  county. 


State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Neiv  York,  ss: 

I,  Moses  B.  Maclay,  a  commissioner  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  New  York, 
duly  commissioned  and  qualified  to  take  acknowledgments  of  deeds,  depositions,  &c., 
for  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  certily,  that  on  this  27th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1845,  before  me  personally  appeared  Charles  D.  Forest,  who  being  by  me  duly 
sworn,  did  depose  and  say  that  the  within  statement  subscribed  by  him,  is  in  all  res- 
pects correct  and  true,  to  the  best  of  the  deponent's  knowledge  and  belief. 

MOSES  B.  MACLAY, 
Commissioner,  ^-c.  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  New  York. 
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Doc.  No.  27. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Western  Penitentiary, 
with  accompanying  documents. 


READ— January  29,  1845. 


[A] 
INSPECTORS'    REPORT. 

Western  Penitentiary,         ^ 
January  1,  1845.  3 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

In  presenting  our  annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  we  again  congratulate  you  upon 
the  complete  success  attending  the  Pennsylvania  system  of  prison  discipline.  Fiercely 
attacked  as  it  has  been,  upon  the  gratuitous  assumption  that  it  partook  more  of  the 
barbarism  of  former  ages,  than  the  mild  and  benevolent  usages  of  modern  Christen- 
dom, an  experience  of  twenty  years  has  proved  the  follacy  of  these  philipics,  and  has 
illustrated  its  benefits  and  tested  its  results. 

An  associated  system  of  labor  never  can  be  conducive  to  reformation.  The  noviciate 
never  can  be  improved  by  intercourse  with  the  hardened  convict  ;•  and  although  they 
may  both  be  watched  with  untiring  vigilance  by  discreet  overseers,  yet  the  practiced 
criminal  zvill  communicate  his  baneful  vices,  by  more  than  sympathetic  influence,  to 
the  tender  and  susceptible  mind  of  the  youthful  offender. 

It  is  true  that  under  the  separate  system  the  criminal  has  no  communication,  other 
than  that  wliich  he  enjoys  with  the  officers  and  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary  ;  but 
this  very  seclusion  brings  liis  mind  to  the  contemplation  of  his  former  misdeeds,  which 
is  the  first  step  towards  genuine  amendment  of  life.  The  interviews  of  the  officers 
with  the  convicts  are  conducted  with  firmness  and  kindness,  and  with  exhortations  to 
reform,  that  they  may  be  restored  to  that  position  in  society  which  they  would  have 
occupied  had  they  not  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  its  laws.  In  all  our  visits  we  have 
scarcely  found  an  unwilhng  listener  to  these  admonitions,  and  the  able  and  elaborate 
report  of  the  moral  instructor,  to  which  we  with  great  pleasure  rei'er,  will  advise  you 
in  detail  of  the  gratifying  success  of  the  treatment  adopted  by  your  predecessors  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

We  can  cite  instances,  within  our  present  observation,  of  men  who  entered  this  peni- 
tentiary witliout  a  trade,  and  witli  little  or  no  education,  who  are  now  moral  and 
respectable  members  of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  pursuing  tlieir  avocations 
with  an  ardor  and  industry  evincive  of  their  gratitude  to  this  pul)lic  benefaction. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  tlie  moral  instructor  is  not  confined  to  the  high  and 
responsible  duty  of  inculcating  the  doctrines  of  tlie  Christian  religion. 

He  preaches  to  "the  spirits  in  prison;"  but  he  also  teaches  the  unlettered  to  read 
and  write,  and  comprehend  the  beauty  and  usefulness  of  tlieir  mother-tongue. 

The  small  allowance  we  have  made,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  has  been  attended 
with  tlie  most  gratifying  results,  and  we  woujd  recommend  a  liberal  appropriation  for 
this  object.' 

If,  in  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the  commonwealth,  you  cannot  erect 
and  endow  u  state  asylum  for  the  insane,  we  must  urge  upon  you  the  propriety  and 
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necessity  of  authorizing  us  to  establish  witliiu  the  prison  walls  a  hospital  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  limited  number  of  demented  convicts,  which  may  unhappily  come  under 
our  supervision.  The  occurrence  is  rare  that  they  become  so  after  they  enter  the  peni- 
tentiary ;  but  in  many  instances  they  are  sent  here  after  the  commission  of  crime, 
because  there  is  no  other  barrier  to  protect  society  from  their  demoniac  depredations. 

There  is  a  convict  of  this  character  now  immured  in  one  of  our  cells,  for  such  is  the 
sentence  of  the  law.  He  came  here  in  this  lamentable  condition.  The  humane  treat- 
ment of  the  warden,  and  the  medical  skill  of  the  physician,  may  have  modified,  but 
cannot  cure  his  disease. 

We  strongly  commend  this  subject  to  the  early  attention  of  the  Legislature, 

The  report  of  the  warden  will  exhibit  to  you  a  decrease  of  eighteen  in  the  number 
of  the  convicts,  as  compared  with  1843,  and  a  highly  satisfactory  state  of  subjection 
to,  and  acquiescence  in,  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  prison.  Owing  to 
extensive  repairs,  necessarily  required  in  the  manufacturing  departments  of  the  peni- 
tentiary, the  balance-sheet  herewith  transmitted  will  not  exhibit  as  large  a  credit  to 
profit  and  loss,  as  in  former  years,  but  an  amount  which  must  satisfy  you  of  the 
anxious  solicitude  and  economy  practiced  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service. 

The  interesting  report  of  the  physician  shows  a  decrease  of  sickness  during  the  past 
year. 

A  short  time  since  we  opened  the  prison  doors  to  Miss  Dix,  an  estimable  lady, 
whose  purse  and  energies  are  devoted  to  the  philanthropic  effort  of  ameliorating  the 
condition,  and  diffusing  Christian  knowledge  among  prisoners.  Her  success  was  her 
best  reward. 

We  notice  with  gratification,  that  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  penitentiary  have 
discharged  their  duties  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  warden  and  inspectors. 

Mr.  Beckham  has  not  only  our  confidence  and  regard,  but  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  General  Assembly.  He  has  saved  the  public  treasury  from  large  drafts  for  the 
support  of  the  penitentiary.  He  has  been  humane,  but  firm  and  decided  in  his  treat- 
ment of  the  convicts,  and  has  more  than  once  perilled  his  life  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public  functions. 

The  inspectors  should  not  be  limited,  as  they  now  are,  in  awarding  to  such  an  offi- 
cer his  proper  recompense. 

Reminding  you  of  the  usual  appropriation  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  officers, 
we  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  ANDERSON, 

President. 
WILSON  M'CANDLESS, 
WILLIAM  LECKY, 
J.  K.   MOORHEAD, 
W.  ROBINSON,  Jr., 

Inspectors, 


I 
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[B] 
WARDEN'S   REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  : 

Accompanying  this  report,  the  board  will  find  a  statement,  containing  all  that  the  act  of 
Assembly  requires,  relative  to  prisoners  who  have  been  received  and  discharged  during 
the  year  1844. 

The  board  will  also  receive  from  the  hands  of  the  clerk,  a  statement  showing  the 
pecuniary  condition  of  the  prison.  These  documents,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
physician  and  moral  instructor,  will  present  to  you  a  general  view  of  the  penitentiary, 
for  the  past  year. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1844,  we  had  in  confinement,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  inmates  :  one  hundred  and  forty- three  males,  and  five  females.  We  have 
received  sixty  within  the  year,  and  discharged  seventy-eight ;  fifty  by  expiration  of 
sentence  ;  twenty-one  by  the  pardon  of  the  Governor  ;  one  by  the  pardon  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  six  by  death  :  leaving  in  confinement,  at  date,  one  hundred  and  thirty — one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  males,  and  eight  females  ;  showing  a  decrease  of  eighteen 
within  the  year. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  received  since  the  opening  of  the  prison,  July  31, 
1826,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1845,  is  ten  hundred  and  forty-five  ;  of  these,  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-four  were  white  males  ;  one  hundred  and  forty-five  coloured  males  ; 
eighteen  white  females,  and  twenty-eight  coloured  females. 

It  affords  me  pleasure,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  of  all  the  officers  em- 
ployed about  the  prison,  both  to  the  commonwealth,  and  the  unfortunate  victims  under 
their  care.  It  is  not  the  severity  of  the  keeper,  that  is  to  produce  a  wiHing  submission 
in  the  mind  of  the  convict,  the  first  step  toward  reformation ;  but  it  is  the  fiirmness  and 
benevolence  of  disposition ;  the  kindness  of  the  word  of  the  overseer,  that  is  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  heart,  and  thus  lead  them,  step  by  step,  to  the  consideration  of  their 
duty. 

It  might  be  well  to  mention,  as  one  of  the  most  favorable  features  in  the  "separate 
system,"  that  the  invention  of  cruel  modes  of  punishment,  so  much  dwelt  upon  in 
other  prisons,  is  not  necessary  in  this.  The  main  government  of  the  prisoners  being 
conducted  more  by  firmness  and  kindness,  than  by  harsh  and  cruel  treatment.  Of  the 
sixty  received  within  the  year,  eight  report  themselves  as  temperate  ;  forty-one  intem- 
perate, and  eleven  moderate  drinkers. 

A.  BECKHAM,  TVarden. 
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[C] 


Prisoners  in  confinement,  January  1,  1844. 
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By  expiration,     -     - 
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60 

78 
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.     .. 
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— 

Deaths,    -     -     • 

-     .. 

50 



Suicide,    -     - 

1 

— 

Escapes,        -     - 

16 

— 

. 

Escaped,       -     - 

- 

6 

915 

Prisoners  confined.  Jam 

lary  1st,  1845 

?    " 

130 

Total, 

1045 

Total  number  of  prisoners  received  since  the  admission  of  the  first  prisoner,  July  1, 

1826: 
White  males,  ---_---,         854 

White  females,        -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -18 

Coloured  males,      --------         145 

Coloured  females,  --  -  -  -  -  -  -28 


Total, 


1045 
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Crimes  for  which  they  Avere  sentenced. 

OD 
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Pennsylvania,     - 

61 

Murder,           ..-..-. 

1 

1 

Germany,      -     - 

4 

Murder,  second  degree,     -         -         -         - 

3 

8- 

Ireland,     -     -     - 

1 

Manslaughter,           .         -         .         ^         .. 

- 

2 

New  York,    -     - 

16 

Buggery,         ------ 

- 

2 

Massachusetts,   - 

2 

Arson,    ------- 

2 

9 

Vermont,       -     - 

1 

Horse  stealing,          -          .         -         _         - 

4 

8 

"Virginia,  -     -     '- 

6 

Robbery  and  burglary,      -         -         -         . 

1 

18 

England,  -     -     - 

7 

Counterfeiting  silver  coin, 

2 

1 

Canada,    -     -     - 

3 

Counterfeiting  and  passing  checks  and  notes. 

4 

6 

Maryland,      -     - 

7 

Larceny,          _._--_ 

38 

58 

Spain,       -     -     - 
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Forgery, 
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- 
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Michigan,      -     - 
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Embezzling  from  letters  in  post  office, 

- 

1 

Ohio,  -     -     -     - 
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Rape,     ------- 

1 

2 

Kentucky,     -     - 

5 

Assault  and  battery,  with  intent  to  kill, 

- 

- 

New  Hampshire, 

1 

Assault  and  battery,  with  intent  to  rape, 

- 

1 

Louisiana, 

1 

Assault  and  battery,           _         .         -         - 

- 

1 

Mississippi,   -     - 

1 

Bigamy,           - 

1 

- 

South  Carolina,  - 

1 

— 

Maine,      -     -     - 

1 

Total, 

60 
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Delaware,      -     - 

1 

Total,   -     -     - 

130 

Butcher, 

Plasterer, 

Brewer, 

Silk  manufacturer. 

Cooks, 

Laborers, 

Paper-maker, 

Blacksmiths, 

Chamber-maid, 

Wagoners,    - 

Gentleman,  - 

Coopers, 

Tailors, 

Clock-maker, 

Coach-maker, 

Waiters, 

Watch-maker, 

Saddletree -maker. 

Stage-drivers, 

House-servants, 

Fishermen,  - 
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1 
1 
1 
5 
47 
1 
5 
1 
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1 
4 
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1 
1 
2 
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Chair-makers, 

Machinist,     - 

Clerks, 

Boatmen, 

Engineer, 

Driver  on  canal. 

Bakers, 

Stone-cutters, 

Shoe-makers, 

House  work, 

Painters, 

Doctor, 

Carpenters,  - 

Cabinet-maker, 

Skin-dresser, 

Glove-maker, 

Tobacconist, 

Coal-diggers, 

Moulders,     - 

Idleness, 

Farmer, 


WESTERN  PENITENTIARY.  193 

C — Contimied. 
ACCOUNT  OF  LABOR  IN  THE  WESTERN  PENITENTIARY,  For  1844. 

JVeaving. 
Dr.  To  materials  on  hand  1st  January,  1844,  _  .  .  $949  31 

To  amount  of  materials  purchased,  from   1st  January,  to  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1844,  ---..-  3,314  99 


To  profit  and  loss, 


Cr.    By  amount  manufactured  from  1st  January  to  December  31st,  1844, 
By  materials  on  hand,  December  31st,  1844,      -  -  . 


Shoemaking. 
Dr.    To  materials  on  hand,  1st  January,  1844,  -  -  _ 

To  amount  of  materials  purchased  from  1st  January  to  December 
31st,  1844,   ------- 


To  profit  and  loss,         ..-.-_ 
Cr.    By  amount  manufactured  from  1st  Jan'y.  to  December  31st,  1844, 


Oakum  picking,  8,'C. 
Cr.   By  amount  of  labor  from  1st  January  to  December  31st,  1844, 

Dr.   To  profit  and  loss,         -.-.-- 

Subsistence. 

Dr.    To  amount  expended  for  subsistence  from  1st  January,  1844,  to 
December  31st,  1844,  -  _  .  .  . 

Cr.    By  profit  and  loss,        --.-_. 

Profit  and  loss. 

Cr.    By  weaving,     -------  $3,320  90 

By  shoemaking,            ...---  4,978  05 

By  oakum  picking,        -.----  295  00 

By  merchandize,           ------  1,534  11 


$4,264  20 
3,320  90 

$7,585 

10 

$6,631 
953 

20 
90 

$7,585 

10 

$1,646  00 
6,314  13 

$7,960 
4,978 

13 
05 

$12,938 

18 

$11,884 
1,053 

37 

81 

$12,938 

18 

$295 

00 

$295 

00 

$9,475 

07 

$9,475 

07 

$10,128  06 


Dr.    To  subsistence,  .--_-_  9,475  07 

To  stock,  -------  652  99 


$10,128  06 


JAMES  ALEXANDER,  Clerk. 
Vol.  IL— 13  S. 


Age 

16, 

Di 

isease, 

,  Paralysis. 

25, 

Marasmxis. 

18, 
22, 

Consumption, 
Bronchitis. 

20, 

Scrofula. 

32, 

a 
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PHYSICIAN'S   REPORT. 

Western  Penitentiary  of  Pa. 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors: 

Gentlemen  : — In  referring  to  the  journals  of  1843  and  '44,  and  comparing  them, 
they  show  a  decrease  in  the  aggregate  amount  of  disease  among  the  prisoners,  in  the 
latter,  from  the  former  years.  True,  there  has  been  the  same  number  of  deaths  this, 
as  was  last  year  ;  but  five  of  those  cases  (whose  numbers  will  be  found  in  the  list  of 
deaths)  passed  over  from  1843,  in  a  fatally  dangerous  condition,  and  cannot  fairly  be 
included  in  the  amount  of  disease  in  1844. 

The  following  table  embraces  the  number  of  deaths,  viz  : 

January  18th,  No.  895,  White, 

"        30th,  "  940,  Black, 

Feb'ry       1st,  "  930,  Yellow 

"         20th,  '^  772,   White, 

March     10th,  "  633,   Black, 

*'         30th,  "  945,       " 

The  3d  and  6th  of  these  numbers  were  seriously  affected  on  entering — the  others 
contracted  theirs  in  prison. 

Since  the  first  of  April,  although  various  diseases,  such  as  torpidity  of  liver,  mucus 
and  bilious  diarrhcea,  dysentery,  pleurisy,  catarrhs,  &c.,  have  existed,  all  yielded 
without  much  difficulty  or  length  of  time  to  medicinal  agents,  except  the  three  following 
numbers,  viz  :  795,  914,  and  962. 

The  first  of  these  is  a  protracted  case  of  scrofulous  affection  of  skin,  latterly  dis- 
posed to  leave  that  position  and  concentrate  upon  the  lungs.  The  second  was  strongly 
predisposed  to  consumption  on  entering,  and  since  then  that  disease  has  assumed  a 
settled  character.     The  third  is  a  nueralgic  affection  of  stomach,  bowels  and  testes. 

No.  1009,  a  youth  naturally  of  weak  intellect,  has,  since  his  entrance,  continued 
without  much  variation  until  the  20th  inst.,  when  he  exhibited  strong  symptoms  of 
insanity,  and  remains  thus,  though  more  calm  and  much  less  vicious. 

With  the  exception  of  these  four  numbers,  and  five  or  six  others  slightly  indisposed, 
the  prison  is  now  in  good  health. 

Ill  the  report  of  1843,  I  was  unable  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  why 
"diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  glandular  system,  should  constitute  the  ma- 
jority," as  they  seemed  to  do  ;  but  another  year's  experience,  and  careful  examination, 
have  convinced  me  that  these  diseases,  though  they  appear,  do  not  in  fact  constitute 
the  majority.  So  far  as  deaths  are  concerned,  they  certainly  exceed  j  but  is  not  this 
the  fact  every  where  ?     How  seldom  do  we  find  diseased  lungs  or  scrofula  cured  ? 

When  we  take  into  account  the  variety  of  other  diseases  that  occur  among  the  pri- 
soners, there  is  not  more  than  an  equal  ratio  of  these  aflections,  compared  with  out-door 
cases ;  and  it  argues  favorably  in  regard  to  prison  discipline,  that  so  few  deaths  occur 
from  other  diseases,  proving  fatal  among  the  community. 

Scrofula  and  consumption  almost  invariably  terminate  unfavorably  among  our  citi- 
zens, and  besides  these,  many  other  complaints  issue  in  dissolution ;  but  in  the  prison 
there  are  but  few  deaths,  except  from  those  affections  which  prove  unfavorable  under 
any  situation  or  circumstances. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  Physicum. 
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[E] 
MORAL    INSTRUCTOR'S    REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Western  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania: 

In  presenting  a  detailed  statement  of  the  moral  condition  of  this  prison,  during  the 
course  of  the  past  year,  there  will  be  found  much  to  encourage  the  friends  of  moral 
reformation,  to  perseverance,  in  efforts  to  restore  the  degraded  to  the  place  they  have 
lost  in  society.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  class  of  persons  found  in  such  a  place  as 
this  is  composed,  principally,  of  the  most  debased  and  reckless  members  of  the  com- 
munity ;  and  on  this  account,  small  improvements  in  morality  and  religion  will  be  great 
gain,  in  comparison  to  those  which  are  made  in  other  and  higher  conditions  of  life. 
There  is  ground  of  more  joy,  over  the  satisfactory  penitence  of  one  inmate  of  a  peni- 
tentiary, than  over  an  hundred  in  society  who  need  no  repentance. 

In  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office  you  were  pleased  to  confer  upon  me,  about  the 
middle  of  the  year  which  is  now  closed,  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  this  object  steadily 
before  the  minds  of  the  prisoners,  viz  :  that  sincere  repentance  on  their  part,  associated 
with  future  good  conduct,  will,  invariably,  result  in  their  restoration  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  more  intelligent  and  upright  portions  of  the  community  5  and  that 
their  degradation  arises,  rather  from  the  perpetration  of  the  crime  that  brought  them 
here,  than  from  the  simple  fact,  that  they  are  here.  Whenever  I  have  succeeded  in 
persuading  a  prisoner,  that  his  disgrace  consists  more  in  crime,  than  imprisonment,  and 
that  his  elevation  to  an  honorable  place  in  society,  lies,  like  that  of  a  reformed  drunkard, 
in  his  own  power,  and  is  dependent  upon  his  own  future  good  conduct,  the  most  en- 
couraging results  have  followed.  Under  the  influence  of  this  honorable  ambition  to 
become  again  respected  in  society,  the  work  assigned  to  the  prisoner  is  cheerfully  per- 
formed, the  laws  of  the  establishment  carefully  observed,  and  the  means  of  moral  and 
religious  improvement  greedily  embraced.  He  lives  within  the  walls  of  his  solitary 
cell,  cheered  and  sustained  by  the  conscious  hope,  tliat  lie  will  be,  amongst  men,  a  man 
again.  I  have,  therefore,  laboured  to  produce  this  feeling  of  eelf-regard,  based  upon 
moral  principles,  in  the  mind  of  each  prisoner.  His  reformation  cannot  be  effected 
without  it  5  and  when  the  community  at  larire  shall  regard,  with  more  kindness  and 
favour,  the  repentant  convict,  and  when  he  himself  is  taught  to  know,  that  without  the 
walls  of  his  prison,  there  are  hands  of  kindness  waiting  to  be  extended  to  him,  to  aid 
him  on  in  the  path  of  rectitude,  and  that  tlie  frown  of  repulsion  will  not  drive  him  back 
again  to  crime,  then  will  this  labour,  to  produce  permanent  reformation  among  the  im- 
prisoned, be  abundantly  fruitful. 

I  have  likewise  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  this  unhappy  class  of  the 
community,  a  belief  in  the  truth  and  importance  of  the  principles  and  cUities  of  our  holy 
religion.  This  has  been  done  as  well  in  the  daily  visitation  among  them,  in  their  cells, 
as  in  the  administration  of  divine  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  alternately  in  each  corridor. 
I  feel  constrained  to  speak  with  caution  in  regard  to  the  development  of  religious  prin- 
ciples, and  the  evidence  of  Evangelical  conversion  to  God,  amongst  the  prisoners.  Their 
professions  in  this,  as  in  other  things,  are  to  be  taken  with  many  grains  of  allowance. 
There  has  been,  however,  a  uniform  and  seemingly  sincere  attention  to  the  preached 
Gospel,  given  by  the  principal  part  of  them ;  and  with  many,  there  is  an  anxiety  to 
converse  on  subjects  connected  with  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  In  the  case  of  one 
prisoner,  (No.  989,)  there  have  been  exhibited  such  satisfactory  evidences  of  sincere 
rapentance  for  sin,  and  such  devoted  observance  of  the  duties  of  religion,  as  to  lead  me 
to  the  conclusion,  that  he  is  a  truly  converted  man.  There  are  others  who  show  much 
concern  on  the  subject  of  rel  gion,  about  whom,  however,  I  cannot  speak  with  any 
degree  of  certainty. 

In  these  eflforts  to  promote  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the  prisoners,  I  have 
derived  much  assistance  from  the  library  belonging  to  the  prison.  It  is  indeed,  but  a 
small  collection  of  books,  comprising  only  about  two  hundred  volumes,  which  have 
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mainly  been  procured  within  the  last  six  months.  These  have  been  freely  circulated 
amongst  the  prisoners,  and  together  with  the  Bible  and  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  found 
in  each  cell,  have  contributed  considerably,  to  their  moral  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment. 

When  I  commenced  my  labours  in  this  place,  there  were  six  prisoners  who  could 
not  read  ;  two  of  these  are  middle  aged  men,  who  are  unwilling  to  be  taught ;  the 
others  are  making  good  improvement  in  the  art  of  reading. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners  now  in  this  prison,  there  are  thirty-one  who 
acknowledge,  that  they  were  Sabbath-breakers  of  the  most  flagrant  character.  Their 
career  of  vice  commenced  with  gambling  and  drinking  on  the  Sabbath.  A  large  major- 
ity of  all  the  prisoners  admit,  that  they  were  utterly  careless  of  the  Lord's  day,  and 
were  habitual  drinkers,  and  most  of  them  drunkards.  Few  were  ever  members  of  any 
christian  church.  Nine  out  of  the  whole  number  profess  to  be  Roman  Catholics.  The 
others  profess  to  have  been  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  various  Protestant  denomi- 
nations. 

The  most  serious  objection  brought  against  the  system  of  "separate  confinement," 
by  its  opponents,  is  laid  in  its  reputed  tendency  to  produce  insanity.  If  such  indeed 
be  its  tendency,  the  history  of  this  prison  presents  a  singular  exception  to  this  influ- 
ence. Amongst  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners  now  incarcerated  within  its 
walls,  there  is  but  a  single  instance  of  insanity,  and  this  one  is  supposed  to  have  been 
slightly  deranged  at  the  time  of  his  first  imprisonment  j  and  during  the  eight  years  it 
has  been  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  present  warden,  there  have  occurred 
but  two  cases  of  mental  derangement.  It  is  passing  strange  that  here,  amongst  seven 
or  eight  hundred  prisoners,  and  during  the  long  period  of  eight  years,  there  should  have 
been  found  but  two  instances  of  insanity,  if  the  native  tendency  of  solitary  confine- 
ment is  to  produce  it. 

Other  causes  must  have  operated  to  produce  this  fearful  malady,  where,  as  in  the 
instance  of  the  Rhode  Island  state  prison,  out  of  forty  cases  in  solitary  confinement, 
ten  have  become  insane  ;  and  under  the  congregated  system,  three  out  of  nineteen  have 
exhibited  symptoms  of  mental  derangement.  Under  mild,  affectionate  and  firm  admin- 
istration of  government,  such  as  distinguishes  the  present  chief  executive  ofiicer  of  this 
institution,  supported  by  competent  and  kind  overseers,  there  is  no  danger  of  insanity 
resulting  from  separate  confinement.  The  facts  in  the  case  of  this  prison,  for  a  series 
of  years,  prove  conclusively  that  there  is  none. 

It  is  likewise  worthy  of  observation,  as  one  of  the  excellencies  of  the  solitary  sys- 
tem over  the  other,  and  one  of  its  great  protections  against  insanity,  that  under  it  more 
facilities  are  aflx)rded  for  moral  reformation.  There  is  far  more  lime  for  reading,  and 
more  opportunities  on  the  part  of  the  moral  instructor,  to  communicate  instruction  by 
personal  intercourse.  He  has  access  to  each  prisoner  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  and  for 
any  reasonable  time.  It  is  thus  that  a  desire  can  be  excited  and  cherished  in  the  minds 
of  the  prisoners,  to  be  restored  again  to  respectability  among  men. 

The  testimony  of  various  individuals,  who,  since  their  liberation  have  conducted 
themselves  with  becoming  propriety,  could  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  salutary  tenden- 
cies of  this  system  over  the  other.  One,  who  had  suffered  imprisonment  in  the  Ohio 
penitentiary,  declared  that,  had  the  same  kind  and  considerate  treatment  been  extended 
to  him  in  his  first  imprisonment,  which  he  received  here,  he  would  never  again  have 
been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  law.  To  the  same  amount  is  the  testimony  of  many 
others,  whose  good  conduct  is  now  working  out  for  them  a  character  among  their  fel- 
low men. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating,  that  the  warden  and  other  officers  of  the  institution  have 
afforded,  most  cheerfully,  every  assistance  in  their  power,  in  all  my  efforts  to  promote 
the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  prisoners. 

A.  W.  BLACK,  Moral  Instructor. 

Allegheny,  December  28,  1844. 
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Doc.  No.  28. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  transmitting  a  list  of 
Defaulters  at  the  State  Treasury. 


READ— January  30,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ^ 

Uarrisburg^  January  30,  1845.  5 

Hon.  Wm.  p.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  instant,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  tabular  statement,  showing  the  names  of  all  the  defaulters  on  the  public 
works  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  last  fifteen  years — the  actual  amount  due  from 
each — the  date  of  his  appointment  and  removal  or  resignation — the  nature  of  his  official 
duties — the  names  of  his  sureties — and  the  cases  in  which  suits  have  been  brought 
against  such  delinquent  and  his  sureties.  The  bonds  of  superintendents  and  supervi- 
sors are  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  hence  the  names 
of  their  sureties  are  not  included  in  the  statement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 


198 


DEFAULTERS  TO  THE  STATE. 


Statement  showing  the  amounts  due  the  Commonwealth  by  late  Collectors  of  Tolls, 
Superintendents,  Supervisors,  <5'C.,  on  the  different  lines  of  Canals  and  Railroads, 
from  March  1,  1830,  to  January  28,  1845. 


LATE  COLLECTORS  OF  TOLLS. 


NAMES. 

1 
Appoint- 
ed. 

Removed. 

Amount  due. 

Remarks. 

Names  of  sureties. 

Thomas  Johnston, 

1829 

1836 

$1,430  93 

Suitbro't. 

William  T.  Sterett, 
Samuel  M'Anulty, 

Thomas  C.  Reed, 

1829 

1836 

24  41 

Thomas  C.  Miller. 

Ehjah  N.  Doane, 

1830 

1834 

1,379  64 

Suit  bro't. 

William  Colt, 
William    M'Keloy, 
R.  Wilcox, 
L.  B.  Stoughton. 

Samuel  Foreman, 

1832 

1836 

24  09 

Robert  Creswell, 
G.  D.  Foreman, 
James  F.  M'Cague, 
John  Kieon. 

Caleb  Dusenberry, 

1832 

1836 

87  60 

Cliristian  J.  Hutter, 
J.  M.  Howell, 
Hiram  Yard. 

William  M'Creary, 

1834 

1836 

57  31 

Samuel  Nichol, 
Samuel  Frevr. 

David  Cummings, 

1834 

1836 

524  51 

Suit  bro't. 

Owen  Owens, 
James  Cummings, 
George  M'CuUoch. 

David  Breneman, 

1830 

1836 

15  21 

P.  Klingensmith, 
George  Hawk, 
William  Cochran. 

Wilham  Muirhead, 

1835 

1835 

9  41 

No  bond  filed. 

Henry  F.  Benedict, 

1836 

1838 

30  89 

Philip  Benedict, 
John  F.  Long, 
David  Longenecker. 

Joseph  Smith, 

1836 

1837 

61  50 

Joseph  Hoft'er, 
John  Conrad, 
Isaac  Redsecker. 

Frederick  Speck, 

1836 

1839 

248  60 

Suit  bro't. 

Robert  Clark, 
David  M'Coy, 
W.  Wallis. 

Robert  Moody, 

1836 

1839 

3,332  88 

Suit  bro't. 

Charles  Comly, 
F.  AV.  Pollock, 
H.  Frick. 

Job  G.  Patterson, 

1836 

1839 

52  63 

Robert  Patterson, 
Samuel  J.  Krepps, 
William  Sloan. 

John  S.  Darragh, 

1836 

1839 

17  69 

James  Lyon, 
Robert  Dan-agh, 
Samuel  M'Clure. 

James  M'Cormick, 

1836 

1839 

44  13 

Jacob  Weaver, 
R.  Lowry, 
Isaac  Bole. 

Jesse  Ovren, 

1836 

1836 

93  61 

W.  Sullender, 
R.  A.  SuUender 
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William  S.  Evans, 
William  Willets, 
John  F.  Wilbur, 

Levi  L.  Tate, 

John  Walborn, 

John  Williams, 

Evan  Evans, 

Robert  B.  Wright, 

Hamilton  Sample, 
Thomas  Moore, 


John  Fowler, 
Robert  Hays, 


Andrew  Boggs, 
Geo.  P.  Niven, 
Enoch  Davis, 
William  Palmer, 
Alexander  Ennis, 

Frederick  Fritz, 
Joseph  Snyder, 
William  Inghram, 


Appoint- 
ed. 

Removed. 

1836 

1839 

1841 

1842 

1841 

1843 

1839 

1843 

1837 

1839 

1837 

1839 

1837 

1839 

1838 

1839 

1836 

1838 

1837 

1839 

1832 
1835 

1833 
1836 

1834 

1834 

1833 

1836 

1833 

1836 

1839 

1840 

1839 

1840 

1839 

1839 

1839 

1842 

1839 

1841 

Amount  due. 


$11 
1,730 
3,446 


98 


03 


98 


375  21 


28  10 


7  50 


1   17 


1,527  14 


3,770 

870 


1 
53 


Remarks. 


Names  of  sureties. 


Suit  bro't. 
Suit  bro't. 


317 
1,816 
6,579 

46,574 

2,057 
71 


97 
30 


80 

lo! 

17 
36 
62 

21 
15 
83 


Suit  bro't. 

Suit  bro't. 
Suit  bro't. 


Suit  bro't. 
Suit  bro't. 

Suit  bro't. 


N.  Beach, 
William  Stall, 
William  Thomas. 
Thomas  W.  Miner. 
Ziba  Bennett, 
S.  T.  Nicholson. 
David  Allen, 
William    Morrison, 
T.  P.  Simmons, 
Isaac  Lewis. 
Bernard  Seybert, 
John  Kisner, 
Samuel  Adams. 
Henry  Smith, 
Joseph  Ross, 
George  Etter. 
Lewis  Watson, 
John  M.  Davis, 
D.  Wilson. 
Joseph  Bishop, 
Owen  Philips, 
Mordecai  Evans. 
James  Wright, 
William  Wright, 
John  L.  Wright. 
Francis  M'Coy, 
Joseph  Milliken. 
William  Norris, 
Armon  Davis, 
Frederick  Vogel. 
John  D.  Fowler. 
A.  H.  Richards, 
John  L.  Woolf, 
William  Savidge. 
John  M'Nickle, 
William  Hays. 
Martin  Kendig, 
Joseph  Ross. 
Joshua  Evans, 
Randal  Evans. 
John  Ivory, 
Thomas  Jackson. 
Bond  forwarded  to 

Commonwealth's 

Attorney. 
Thomas  Weaver, 
Henry  Sprigman. 
John  F.  Smith, 
Jacob  Baab. 
J.  W.  Burbridge, 
J.  K.  Moorhead. 
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DEFAULTERS  TO  THE  STATE. 
Collectors— Continued. 


NAMES. 

Appoint- 
ed. 

Removed. 

Amount  due. 

Remarks. 

Names  of  sureties. 

Saml.  P.  Collings, 

1840 

1841 

$168  80 

jJohn  Myers, 

George  P.  Steele, 

B.  A.  Bidlack. 

William  Innes, 

1839 

1843 

5,216  73 

Suit  bro't. 

Benjamin  F.  Arndt, 
J.  A.  Innes, 
J.  R.  Innes. 

Hiram  Scarborough, 

1842 

1844 

304  20 

W.  Scarborough, 
R.  Thornton, 
Thomas  Sands. 

Isaac  Powell, 

1839 

1844 

144  00 

Nathan  Garrett, 
John  Steward. 

Percifer  F.  Myers, 

1839 

1844 

6,116  21 

Joshua  Evans, 
Henry  Myers. 

Fred'k.  Hambright, 

1839 

1843 

9,825  80 

Suit  bro't. 

Philip  Reitzel, 
Charles  Shaeffer, 
Samuel  Keller. 

James  Patton, 

1839 

1844 

*7,041  69 

Mathew  Patton, 
Wm.  M'Kinstry, 
Peter  Haldeman. 

John  Ores  well, 

1840 

1844 

35  00 

A.  P.  Wilson, 
James  Gwin. 

James  Potts, 

1839 

1844 

921  62 

Robert  Carnahan, 
Samuel  A.  Gilmore, 
John  Negley. 

Alexander  Scott, 

1839 

1844 

46  01 

William  Truby, 
Lewis  Brejieman, 
S.  L.  M'CuUoch. 

William  Parsons, 

1843 

1844 

2,592  00 

Lien  en- 
tered. 

John  P.  Packer, 
Samuel  Hays. 

John  Broadfoot, 

1842 

1842 

96  73 

Edward  Pearce, 

R.  Power, 

G.  W.  Connely. 

Samuel  W.  Stewart, 

1842 

1844 

254  11 

James  Burns, 

_ 

_ 

Rhody  M'Gee. 

Total  amount, 

$109,449  73 

*The  collector  deposited  nearly  this  amount  of  Towanda  money  in  the  State  Treasury,  which  was 
rejected  by  the  Treasurer. 
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NAMES. 


OFFICE. 


AM  T  DUE. 


REMARKS. 


Thomas  Enochs, 
Thomas  Woodside, 
Samuel  Power, 
Michael  C.  Clarkson, 
Daniel  Washabaugh, 
Archibald  Orme, 
Jacob  Mechlin, 
Andrew  M'Reynolds, 
Peter  Martz, 
David  M'Cormick, 
Joseph  Pollock, 
Joseph  Hougendobler, 
Moses  J.  Clark, 
Joseph  Hough, 
Samuel  D.  Brobst, 
Wilson  Knott, 
Lewis  T.  Reno, 

Israel  Gutelius, 
James  Cameron, 
Thomas  Myers, 
Jacob  Zeigler, 

Simon  Sallade, 
William  Price, 
Joseph  Pollock, 
John  C.  M'AUister, 
David  Woods, 
Gideon  Leisenring, 
Thomas  Maxwell, 
James  Burns, 


Former  acting  Canal  Com. 

"  Superintendent, 

"  do. 

"  do. 

*'  do. 

'*  do.  special  ac't, 

*'  do.           " 

**  Supervisor, 

'*  do. 

'*  do. 

**  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do.  special  ac't, 

"  do. 
Late  Superintendent, 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do.  special  ac't, 

"  do. 

**  Supervisor, 

"  do. 

*'  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 

"  do. 


Late  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners 


$119 

82 

75 

12,032 

267 

32 

26 

409 

1,047 

250 

370 

157 

1,218 

1,946 

297 

632 

1,185 

46 

618 

111 

900 

1,881 

12 

400 

762 

489 

1,140 

788 

2,392 

1,336 

173 

1,071 


Suit  brought. 


$32,276  29 


Suit  brought.* 
Suit  brought. 


Suit  brought. 
Suit  brought. 


Suit  brought. 


Suit  brought. 


•  Also,  a  certificate  of  indebtedness  issued  under  the  domestic  creditor  law,  withheld,  which  covers 
the  indebtedness. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  due  by  late  collectors  of  tolls,               -  -     $109,449  73 

"         by  superintendents  and  supervisors,  -         31,085  73 
"         by  Thomas  Enochs,  former  acting   Canal 

Commissioner,                 -             -  -             119  56 

"        by  late  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  -          1,071  00 

Amount  total,       -             -            -            .  . 


$141,726  02 


202  WATER  POWER  ON  THE  FRANKLIN  LINE. 


Doc.   No.   29. 

Communication  from  James  Clarke,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners,  relative  to  tolls  and  use  of  water  power 
at  the  dams  on  the  Franklin  canal. 


READ— February  3,   1845. 


Canal  Commissioners'  Office, 
Harrisburg,  February  1,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  ultimo,  "requesting  them  to  inform  the  Senate 
whether  the  state  is  receiving  toll  on  the  two  lower  dams  of  the  Franklin  canal,  or 
whether  the  water  power  created  by  these  dams  is  owned  for  private  purposes  without 
charge,  and  if  the  dams  are  thus  used,  by  whom  and  for  what  purpose  are  they 
occupied?  And  also  to  state  whether  the  privilege  of  taking  water  from  these  dams 
could  not  be  sold  for  a  valuable  consideration" — to  which  they  would  respectfully 
reply,  that  the  repairs  made  under  the  act  of  the  19th  March,  1844,  have  but  recently 
been  completed,  and  the  navigation  not  being  open  at  this  season  of  the  year,  no  steps 
have  yet  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  toll  for  passing  said  locks. 

The  water  power  created  by  the  dams  is  owned  exclusively  by  the  State,  and  is  not 
used  "or  owned  for  private  purposes  without  charge,"  nor  have  they  any  knowledge 
of  the  amount  which  might  be  realized  from  a  sale  of  it,  as  no  offer  or  apphcation  has 
been  made  to  them  for  its  purchase.  They  would,  however,  refer  the  Sienate  to  the 
following  extract  from  the  report  of  Samuel  F.  Dale,  Esq.,  the  supervisor,  who  super- 
intended the  late  repairs  on  this  work,  made  prior  to  the  commencing  of  said  repairs, 
as  containing  all  the  information  they  have  on  that  subject,  viz  :  "The  line  being  thus 
permanently  repaired,  I  believe  there  might  be  more  realized  from  renting  the  water 
power,  than  would  hereafter  be  necessary  to  keep  the  same  in  good  order ;  but  of  the 
amount  annually  to  be  realized  therefrom,  I  could  form  no  idea,  there  being  no  person 
willing  to  bid  for  it  in  the  present  situation  of  the  line,  and  seekers  of  water  power 
having  turned  their  attention  to  other  quarters." 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 
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Doc.  No.  30. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company. 


READ— February  8,  1845. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania: 

The  undersigned,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  coal  company,  agreeable  to  the 
requisitions  of  their  charter,  begs  leave  respectfully  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  company,  since  their  last  annual  report,  have  borrowed  on  mortgage  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  expended  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  in  repairing  mines,  and  the  purchasing  machinery  for  raising  coal. 

C.  T.  PIERSON,  President. 
PiTTSTON,  January  SOth,  1845. 


Luzerne  county,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  in 
and  for  said  county,  Charles  T.  Pierson,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  coal  company, 
and  made  oath,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  within  report,  are  true  according  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

E.  BLACKMAN,  J.  P. 

PiTTSTON,  January  21st,  1845. 
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MONONGAHELA  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 


Doc.   No.   31. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Monongahela  Navigation  Company. 


READ— February  10,   1845. 


Pittsburg,  February  1st,  1845. 

Abstract  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Monongahela  navigation  company, 
from  November  12th,  1843,  to  December  31st,  1844: 

Bonds  issued  to  Moorhead,  Robertson  &  Co.  on  account  of  construc- 
tion and  repairs,  ...__. 

Tolls, 

Subscriptions  to  stock,       -_---_ 


$204,500  00 
11,472  80 

628  98 

$216,601   78 


Paid  on  account  of  construction  and  repairs. 

Do.  on  individual  accounts,  - 

Do.  on  interest  on  loans. 

Do.  on  miscellaneous  expenses. 


Balance,  subject  to  interest  and  other  liabilities. 


$204,500  00 

3,685  69 

309  35 

3,365  09 


$211,860  13 

$4,741  65 


City  of  Pittsburg,  ss. 

Before  me  the  subscriber,  an  alderman,  in  and  for  said  city,  personally  appeared 
John  B.  Butler,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Monongahela  navigation  company,  who  being 
sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  said  company,  for  the  time  above  stated,  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  beUef. 

JOHN  B.  BUTLER,  President. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  5th,  1845,  before  me, 

R.  MORROW,  mderman. 
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Doc.  No.  32. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Little  Schuylkill  Navigation,  Railroad  and 

Coal  Company. 


READ— February  10,  1845. 


The  annual  account  of  the  Little  Schuylkill  Navigation^  Railroad  and  Coal  Company. 


DR. 


Lands,      -  -  -  - 

Railroad  and  improvements, 
Permanent  improvements  at  Tamaqua, 
Town  plot  of  Tamaqua,    - 
Railroad  survey  to  Broad  mountain. 
Inventory  of  moveable  property,     - 
Sundry  accounts,  -  -  - 

Coal  on  hand,        -  - 

Amount  due  for  coal, 
Bills  receivable,     - 
Cash  on  hand,       -  -  - 


Capital  stock, 
Loans, 

Hospital  fund, 
Sundry  accounts, 


Errors  excepted. 
Philadelphia,  January  1,  1845. 


CR. 


$261,848  31 

271,374  75 

8,687  41 

16,569  32 

235  00 

67,020  60 

611,942  88 

8,643  70 

-      .       -  -  18,421  43 

3,743   14 

2,440  84 

$1,270,927  38 

$500,000  00 

765,980  00 

158  44 

4,788  94 

$1,270,927  38 
WM.   WALLACE,  Treasurer. 


I  hereby  certify,  that  this  account  is  a  true  abstract  from  the  books  of  the  company, 
as  verified  by  their  balance  sheet,  December  31st,  1844. 

F.  N.  BUCK,  President. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  the  5th  day  of  February,  A.  D.,  1845,  before  me, 

PETER  HAY,  Alderman. 


206  FRANKFORD  AND  BRISTOL  TURNPIKE. 


Doc.   No.   33. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Frankford  and  Bristol  Turnpike  Road  Com- 
pany. 


READ— February  10,  1845. 


Office,  Frankford  and  Bristol  Turnpike  Road  Co., 
Philadelphia,  February  1,  1845. 
W.  P.  Wilcox,  Esq., 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  an  abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the 
Frankford  and  Bristol  turnpike  road  company,  prepared  and  forwarded  in  comphance 
with  the  act  of  incorporation ;  and  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  present 
the  same,  to  the  body  over  which  you  preside. 
I  remain  sir. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  LARDNER, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the  Frankford  and  Bristol  turnpike  road,  prepared 
in  pursuance  of  the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Whole  am't  of  capital  expended  in  construction  of  road,     -  -         $176,206  98 

"  "  •'  "  Neshanning  bridge,         31,165  75 

Real  estate,  consisting  of  a  stone  quarry  and  toll  houses,     -  -  2,040  97 


$209,413  70 


Amount  rec'd  for  tolls  from  road,  from  Nov.  1,  1843,  to  Nov.  1,  1844,      $11,932  36 

''  "  Neshanning  bridge,  -  -  -  189  03 

Balance,  after  declaring  dividend,  November,  1843,  -  -  386  49 


$12,507  88 
Amount  expended  for  repairs  and  other  charges,      -  -  -  5,011  27 


Dividend  No.  79,  declared  May,  1844,  -  -  $4,572  00 

Dividend  No.  80,  declared  November,  1844,       -  -  2.540  00 

Add  amount  paid  for  state  tax,  for  1844,  -    •         -  221   55 


$7,496  61 


7,333  55 


Balance,    -  -  -  -  -  -  -  $163  06 


It  is  hereby  certified  iliat  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the 
president,  managers,  and  company  of  the  Frankford  and  Bristol  turnpike  road. 

K.  P.  LARDNER, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer 
Philadelphia,  January  25,  1845. 
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Doc.  No.  34. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  relative 
^to  the  expenses  and  receipts  of  Trucks  on  the  State  Railroads. 


READ— February  11,  1845. 


Canal  Commissioners'  Office,  > 

Harrisburg,  February  10,  1845.  3 

To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir: — The  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  resoUition  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  January  last,  "requesting  them  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  connected  with 
the  purchase,  repair,  and  use  of  trucks  for  ,the  transportation  of  section  boats  over  the 
Columbia  and  Allegheny  Portage  railroads,  during  the  past  season."  In  reply  to  which, 
they  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement,  viz  : 

Allegheny  Portage  Railroad. 

Receipts  for  use  of  trucks,  -  -  -  -  -  $7,510  73 

Do.         motive  power  on  truck  wheels,  _  _  .  6,974  78 


Total  receipts  for  use  of  trucks  and  motive  power  wheel  toll  on 

trucks,  ....._.  814,485  51 

Amount  expended  in  repairs  and  management  of  trucks  and  boat  slips 

on  the  Portage  railroad,  -  -  -  -  -  6,610  52 


r,874  99 


Philadelphia  and  Columbia  Railroad. 

Receipts  for  use  of  trucks,  _  _  .  _  .  $6,996  91 

Do         motive  power  on  truck  wheels,  .  _  .  4,280  60 


Total  receipts  for  use  of  trucks  and   motive  power  wheel  toll  on 

trucks,  -...---  $11,277  51 

Amount  expended  in  repairs  and  management  of  trucks  and  boat  slip 

on  this  road,      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  3,107  00 

$8,170  51 
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Recapitulation. 

Receipts  on  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,        .  -  .  -  $14,485  51 

Do.     on  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,      _  -  -  11,277  51 


Total  receipts  on  both  roads,  -----  $25,763  02 

Expenditures  for  repairs  and  management  on  the  Allegheny 

Portage  railroad,  -  $6,610  52 

Do.         on  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  3,107  00 


Total  expenditures  on  both  roads,        -  -  -  -  $9,717  52 

Receipts  over  expenditures,     -----  $16,045  50 

Of  the  above  amount  ($16,045  50)  the  sum  of  $840  72^  was  paid  for  improving 
the  HoUidaysburg  and  Johnstown  boat  slips ;  and  the  balance  was  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  for  trucks  and  boat  slips. 

The  repairs  to  the  trucks  are  usually  done  in  the  state  shops,  and  the  cost  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  motive  power  repairs,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  keep 
them  separate  and  distinct  from  each  other. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  has  not  given  a 
detailed  statement  of  these  expenses  separate  from  the  motive  power.  He  remarks  in 
his  annual  report,  that  "the  expense  of  repairing  trucks  has  been  small,"  and  the 
Board,  (in  the  absence  of  such  detailed  statement,)  have  estimated  a  sum  which  they 
believe  ample  to  cover  these  expenditures  on  that  road. 

The  state  owns  eighteen  sets  of  trucks — ten  of  which  are  employed  on  the  Alle- 
gheny Portage  railroad,  and  the  remaining  eight  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail- 
road.    These  cost  the  state,  on  contract  entered  into  by  the  late  superintendent  on  the 

Portage  railroad,  the  sum  of       -  -  -  -  -  $35,700  00 

To  which  may  be  added,  the  amount  paid  by  him  for  the  Johnstown 

boat  shp,  --*----  4,250  00 

And  for  labor  performed  in  excavating  the  HoUidaysburg  boat  slip,   -  3,004  29 

Making  an  expenditure  for  trucks  and  slips,  of        -  -  -  $42,954  29 

Of  this  sum,  there  has  been  paid  -----  32,966  29 


Amount  remaining  due  on  trucks  and  slips,      -  -  -  $9,988  00 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 
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Doc.  No  35. 

Documents  accompanying  the  Governor's  message,  relative  to  the 
Marine  Hospital  near  Pittsburg. 


READ— February  12,  1845. 


War  Department,  ) 

February  6th,  1845.*^ 
To  his  Excellency,  Francis  R.  Shunk, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir  : — Since  I  had  occasion  to  address  your  Excellency  on  tlie  30th  of  November 
last,  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  lands  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  part 
of  the  arsenal  site  near  Pittsburg,  I  have  received  the  enclosed  report  from  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau,  charged  with  the  title  papers  of  public  lands  belonging  to  this 
Department;  and  have  to  request  your  Excellency  to  procure  the  insertion  of  the 
hospital  site,  described  by  Colonel  Abert,  into  the  bill  that  may  be  submitted  to  the 
Legislature  of  your  state,  as  requested  in  my  former  communication. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WILKIN S,  Secretary  of  War. 


Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers,  ^ 

Washington,  February  6th,  1845.  5 

Hon.  William  Wilkins,  Secretary  of  Mar  : 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  lot  of  ground  purchased  for  the  Marine  hos- 
pital near  Allegheny  arsenal,  Pittsburg,  was  conveyed  by  Luther  Halsey,  and  Anna,  his 
wife,  to  the  United  States,  by  deed  dated  7th  November,  1842,  and  that  the  said  deed 
was  approved  by  the  Attorney  General  on  the  15lh  November.  1842.  The  boundaries 
of  said  lot  are  described  in  the  deed  as  follows  :  "All  that  certain  lot  or  piece  of  ground, 
being  part  of  said  out  lot  number  six  in  the  reserved  tract  opposite  Pittsburg,  in  the 
county  of  Allegheny,  and  commonwealih  aforesaid,  bounded  and  described  as  follows, 
to  wit:  'bounded  on  the  east  by  other  lands  of  the  said  Luther  Halsey,  on  the  north 
by  Ferry  lane,  which  separates  said  lot  number  six  from  the  land  belonging  to  the  heirs 
of  John  Woods,  deceased,  on  the  west  by  land  of  Harniar  Denny,  Esq.,  and  on  the 
south  by  the  Ohio  river,'  and  which  is  more  particularly  described  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Beginning  at  a  point  at  low  water  mark  on  the  Ohio  river  at  the  corner  of  lot  number 
five,  running  thence  along  the  line  of  said  lot  number  five  north  seventy-six  degrees 
east  seventy-six  perches  to  a  pin,  thence  south  fourteen  degrees  east  twenty-two  per- 
ches and  twenty-two  and  a  half  links  to  a  stake,  thence  south  seventy-six  degrees  west 
sixty-six  perches  and  twenty-three  and  a  half  links  to  a  point  at  low  water  mark  on  the 
Ohio  river,  and  thence  along  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning,  and  containing 
ten  acres,  forty  perches  and  forty-eight  hundredth  of  a  perch." 

It  does  not  appear  by  the  records  on  file  in  this  Bureau,  that  jurisdiction  in  favor  of 
the  United  States  has  been  ceded  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 
Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERT,  Col.  Corps  Top.  Eng. 
Vol.  II.— 14  S. 
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Doc.   No.   36. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  relative 
to  the  transportation  of  passengers  over  the  State  Railroads. 


READ— February  13,  1845. 


4  Canal  Commissioners'  Office, 

Harrishurg,  February  11,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  Canal  Commissioners  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  first  instant,  requesting  them  "  to  furnish  the  Senate, 
as  early  as  practicable,  a  statement,  showing  the  number  of  cars  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers  over  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  together  with 
their  probable  cost  :  also,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  probable  expense  of  keeping  the 
same  in  repair,  furnishing  hands,  oil,  &c.  Also,  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  per  annum 
from  the  same  source. " — And  in  reply,  they  respectfully  submit  the  following  state- 
ment : 

1st. — Cost  of  Cars. 

12  passenger  cars,  average  cost  $1,800  each,  .  _  .         $21,600  00 

6  baggage  cars,  average  cost  $800  each,       -  -  -  _  4,800  00 

Total  estimated  cost  of  cars,  *       -  -  -  -         $26,400  00 


2nd. — Expenses  of  keeping  them,  in  repair,  hands,  oil,  4*c. 

Repairs  of  eighteen  cars,  $150  per  annum  each  car,                -             -  $2,700  00 

Two  additional  agents,  at  $1   50  per  day,     ...             -             -  1,095  OD 

Three  clerks  to  collectors,  at  $600  per  annum,           .             _             -  1,800  00 

Three  hands  at  depots  or  offices,      -----  1,000  00 

Depots,       --------  2,000  00 

Oil,  stationery  and  contingencies,      -----  1,000  00 

Interest  on  cost  of  cars,  $26,400,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  -             -  1,584  00 


Total  cost  of  keeping  in  repair,  hands,  oil,  interest  on  cost  of  cars,  &c.,      $11,179  00 

Estimate  of  receipts  from  passenger  travel,  assuming  the  number  of  miles  travelled 
from  the  1st  December,  1843,  until  1st  of  December,  1844,  as  a  basis  for  calculation. 
Equal  to  50,940  passengers  over  the  whole  length  of  the  road,  82  miles, 

at  $2  50,         -  -  -  -  -  -  -  $127,350  00 

Deduct  annual  expenditures,         _  _  -  -  -  11,179  00 


Net  receipts,  ...---  $116,171  00 

The  above  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  passenger,  it  is  believed,  is  a 
lower  rate  than  has  been  charged,  upon  an  average,  during  the  last  season.  The 
through-passengers  have  been  charged  $2  00  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancaster,  which  is 
at  the  rate  of  $2  35  for  the  whole  length  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad  j 
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while  for  those  not  denominated  throngh-passengers,  the  fare  has  been  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Lancaster,  (70  miles,)  $2  50 ;  and  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia  $2  875. 
Although  it  is  not  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  yet  as  it  is  pertinent  to  the 
subject,  the  Board  respectfully  submit  the  following  additional  statement,  shewing  the 
amount  received  by  the  commonwealth  upon  the  present  rates  of  toll  and  motive 
power  charges  upon  50,940  passengers,  and  the  cars  which  carried  them,  to  wit :, 

50,940  passengers,  82  miles,  at  two  cents  per  mile,   toll  and  motive 

power  charges,  ---...  $83,541   60 

406,930  miles  upon  cars,  at  three  cents  per  mile,  toll  and  motive  power 

charges,  .----..  12,207  90 


Recapitulation. 


$95,749  50 

$116,171  00 
95,749  50 


Amount  of  net  receipts  to  the  state  upon  50,940  passengers, 
Amount  of  receipts  to  the  state  upon  50,940  passengers,  at  present  tolls 
and  motive  power  charges,        .  -  .  .  . 

Difference,  -  -  -  -  -  -  $20,421  50 

The  Canal  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  that  in  assuming  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
as  the  rate  of  fare  for  the  entire  length  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  they 
are  below  the  average  charges  which  have  been  made,  and  that  if  the  commonwealth 
furnished  the  cars  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  and  continued  the  fare  as  hereto- 
fore, an  additional  sum,  over  that  before  stated,  ($20,421  50,)  equal  to  at  least  half  the 
estimated  cost  of  repairs  of  cars,  hands,  oil,  &c.  would  be  realized  to  the  state. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 


Doc.   No.   37. 
Statement  of  the  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  Society. 


READ— February  15,  1845. 


The  subscribers  duly  appointed  to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Philadelphia 
Saving  Fund  Society,  under  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  supplement  to  the 
act  incorporating  the  said  society,  passed  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  having  been  duly  sworn  or  affirmed,  according  to  law, 
respectfully  report : 

That  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  they  have  diligently  and  care- 
fully, examined  and  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund 
Society,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-fourj  that  they  have  examined  and  ascertained  the  amount  of  the  certificates 
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of  slock,  the  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  other  evidences  of  the  property  and  effects  of 
the  said  society,  and  agreeably  thereto,  have  made  out  the  subjoined  statement,  exhibit- 
ing the  situation  of  the  said  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  Society,  on  the  first  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five. 

DANIEL  GROVES,         ■) 
GEORGE  N.  BAKER,     [Auditors. 
J.  W.  NORRIS,  J 

Examined  and  audited, 

Philadelphia,  11th  February,  1845. 


State  of  the  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  Society,  1st  January,  1845. 

To  amount  of  deposits,  1st  January,  1844,  $8,682,074  91 

Amount  received  in  1844,       -  -  -  559,993  45 

$9,242,068  36 
Deduct  amount  paid  to  depositors  to  the  1st  January, 
1844,  -  -  -  $7,841,785  03 

Paid  in  1844,  -  -  264,387  32 

$8,106,172  35 


Balance  of  interest  to  credit  of  depositors,  31st  De- 
cember, 1844,  -  -  -  -         $220,672  25 

Amount  of  interest  passed  to  the  credit  of  depositors 

this  day,  -  -  -  -  -  45,574  41 


$1,135,896  01 


266,246  66 


Reserved  fund, -  -  20,000  00 

Profit  and  loss, 114,281  44 


$1,536,424  11 


By  the  following  investments : 

Mortgages,        -----  $1,209,209  33 

Real  estate,       -             -              -             -             -  31,937  06 

Ground  rents,  -             -             -             -             -  10,000  00 

Public  stocks    -----  246,287  85 

Cash  in  Philadelphia  Bank,       -             -             -  38,989  87 


1,536,424  11 


E.  E.     Philadelphia,  1st  January,  1845. 

Examined  and  audited, 

Philadelphia,  llth.  February,  1845. 

DANIEL  GROVES, 

GEORGE  N.  BAKER,     ]^. Auditors. 

J.  W.  NORRIS, 


}■ 
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Doc.  No.  38. 

The  Annual  Statement  of  the  Funds  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


READ— February  15,  1845. 

Philadelphia,  February  12,  1845. 
Hon.  Wm.  p.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Senate,  the  annual  statement  of  the  affairs 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  EMLEN,  Jr., 
Secretary  Board  of  Trustees  Uni.  PenrHa. 


Annual  Statement  of  the  Funds  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  January  1st, 

1845. 

Real  Estate. 

College  hall  and  Medical  hall,  in  Ninth  street. 
Academy  in  Fourth  street,  _  .  _ 

Houses  and  lots,  lands  in  Bucks  county. 
Ground  rents,     -..--.. 


Value. 

Income. 

^96,373  91 

$5,200  00 

10,300  00 

400  00 

77,420  00 

6,698  00 

13,535  80 

812  10 

$197,629  71  $13,110  10 


Personal  Estate. 

Bonds  and  mortgages,     .  -             -  .         $7,563   11                     $408  81 

Library,  philosophical  apparatus  and  Wistar  museum,     15,500  00 

Tuition  money  for  1844,  ?  _             ..  _                                              8  254  00 

Graduation  fees  "     j  "  ' 

Cash  in  bank,  January  1,  1845,  -  -               433  11 

Cash  deposited  for  insurance,  -             _  _           1,683  23 


,179  45 


Keble  Fund. 
Houses  and  lots,  .....      $4,000  00 

Ground  rents,       .....         5,780  01 


),780  01 


Aggregate,     .     •       -  -  -  $232,589  17 


$8,662 

81 

$300 
376 

00 

80 

$676  80 

$22,419  71 

GEO.  EMLEN,  Jr., 
Secretary  Board  of  Trustees  Uni.  PemHa. 
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Doc.  No.  39. 

Statement  of    the   Philadelphia,   Germantown    and    Norristown 

Railroad  Company. 


READ— February  17,   1845. 

Philadelphia,  February  14,  1845. 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir  : — I  am  directed  by  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Philadelphia,  Germantown 
and  Norristown  railroad  company,  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  statement  of  the 
transactions  of  the  company,  under  the  trust,  during  the  year  1844,  with  a  request 
that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  the  Legislature. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect, 

•  Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  MORRIS,  President. 


Statement  of  the  transactions  from  January  1st,  1844,  to  January  1st,  1845,  of 
the  Philadelphia,  Germantoivn  and  Norristown  Railroad  Company,  under  a  deed 
of  trust,  executed  May  18th,  1833. 

1844.  DR. 

Jan.  1st.    To  amount  of  funds  at  control  of  the  trustee,  being  the  balance 

struck  this  day,         -  -  -  -  -  $7,167  77 

1845. 
Jan.  1st.    To  amount  of  all  receipts  for  passenger  fare,  freight  and  toll 
arising  from  the  road,  from  January   1st,  1844,  to  January 
1st,  1845,    -  -  -  - 

To  amount  of  interest  received  on  Philadelphia  city  5  per  cent. 

loan,  bought  by  order  of  court,        -  - 

To  balance  of  receipts  for  materials  to  be  in  reserve  for  future 
purposes,  .___.. 


1845.  CR. 

Jan.  1st.  By  amount  expended  in  repairs  of  road,  and  erecting  and  re- 
pairing bridges  and  culverts,  from  January  1st,  1844,  to 
January  1st,  1845,  _  .  .  _  $21,206  85 

By  amount  expended  in  repairs  of  locomotives  and  cars,  2,788  16 

By  amount  paid  small  damages  for  accidents  on  road,  24  98 

By  amount  of  all  other  ordinary  charges  in  conducting  the 

operations,  -  -  -  -  -  20,413  42 

By  purchase  and  charges,  on  lot  of  ground  adjoining  the  present 
^  depot,         -  ...  .  .  -  563  25 

By  bahmce,  being  funds  now  at  the  control  of  the  trustee, 

subject  to  several  unadjusted  claims,  -  -  13,618  15 

$58,614  81 


50,833 

08 

202 

50 

411 

46 

$58,614  81 
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LIABILITIES. 

Reserved  fund,           -----  $1,521  08 

Contracts  made,         -----  6,300  00 

Bills  due,       ------  1,080  00 

Taxes,  fees  and  miscellaneous,  (say,)               -             -  1,098  92 


$10,000  00 


Besides  which  there  is  a  large  amount  of  contested  claims. 

Philadelphia  city,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
Wm.  E.  Morris,  president  of  the  Philadelphia,  Germantown  and  Norristown  railroad 
company,  who  being  duly  afRrmed  according  to  law,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the 
foregoing  statement  is  correct,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

WM.  E.  MORRIS,  President. 
Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me,  February  14th,  1845. 

GEO.  W.  ASH,  Alderman. 


Doc.  No.  40. 


Communication  from  the  Auditor  Genera],  with  a  statement  of  the 
militia  fines  in  the  first  division,  Pennsylvania  militia. 


READ— February  19,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,      > 
Harrisburg,  February  19th,  1845.  3 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  17th  inst.,  relative  to  the 

amount  of  militia  lines  assessed  and  collected  in  the  first  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 

militia  for  the  year  1844,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  statement,  viz : 

Amount  of  fines  assessed  in  1st  brigade,  _  -  -  -         $8,276  50 

Do.  2d       "  -  .  .  .  18,799  50 

Do.  3d       "  .  -  -  -  1,986  00 


$29,062  00 


Amount  received  on  account  of  fines  by  the  treasurer  of  Philadelphia 

county,  as  reported  by  him,    -         -  -  -  -  -  1,586  61 


Amount  subject  to  exonerations,  commissions  and  further  collections,  $27,475  39 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 
Per  JNO.   W.  HAMMOND. 
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Doc.   No.  41. 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  relative 
to  Tolls  on  the  North  and  West  Branches  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal. 


READ— February  20,  1845. 


Canal  Commissioners'  Office,  ^ 

Harrisburg,  February  18th,  1845.  5 

To  the  Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — The  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  a  resohition  of  the  Senate,  of  the  14th  instant,  requiring  them  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate,  if  practicable,  "a  statement  of  the  amount  of  tolls  received  by  the  collector  at 
Northumberland,  from  the  North  Branch,  West  Branch,  and  Susquehanna  divisions, 
respectively,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  November,  1844;  together  with  the  cost  of 
repair  on  the  North  Branch  division  for  the  same  period,  designating  the  amounts 
expended  by  the  last  and  present  supervisor,  and  the  amount  paid  for  lock-keepers' on 
same  branch,  for  said  period."  To  which  they  would  respectfully  reply,  that  in  regard 
to  the  first  branch  of  the  enquiry,  relating  to  a  proper  distribution  of  the  tolls  received  by 
the  collector  at  Northumberland,  they  have  no  means  of  arriving  at.  the  exact  amount 
of  said  tolls  which  should  l)e  credited  to  each  of  the  lines  named,  respectively;  and 
therefore  find  it  impracticable  to  give  the  required  information,  inasmuch  as  the  enquiry 
would  involve  an  examination  of  all  the  clearances  issued  by  the  collector  during  the 
fiscal  year,  and  a  separate  calculation  of  the  toll  on  each  branch  of  the  improvements 
on  every  clearance  issued  at  that  oflice,  which  could  not  be  done  in  time  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate  at  its  present  session. 

The  collector  at  Northumberland,  as  well  as  those  at  all  other  offices  on  the  canal, 
clear  to  all  points  on  the  several  lines,  and  receive  toll  for  the  whole  distance  by  canal, 
to  such  points,  without  dividing  the  tolls,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  amount  received  on  each 
line  separately.  The  total  amount  received  by  the  collectors,  on  the  several  lines  named 
in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  as  stated  in  their  annual  reports  to  the  Board,  are  as 
follow,  viz : 

At  Northumberland.              --..._  $21,172   12 

Berwick,  North  Branch,               _             .             .             .             .  50,212  32 

Williamsport,  West  Branch,        ..-»..  6,842  40 

Dunnshurg,  West  Branch,            _-_.._  14,155  44 

The  collector  at  Northumberland,  in  reply  to  a  requisition  of  the  Board,  estimates 
that  of  the  amount  received  by  him,  $3,714  64,  was  received  from  the  Nortli  Branch  : 
$3,267  97,  from  tlie  West  Branch;  $7,697  97,  from  the  Susquehanna  division;  and 
the  balance  from  the  Eastern  and  Juniata  divisions.  Tliis,  however,  is  0)ilij  an  estimate, 
and  although  it  may  not  be  entirely  correct,  yet  is  believed  to  be  sufficiently  so,  for 
practical  purposes.  Tolls  are  taken  at  tlie  collectors' offices  at  Columbia,  Portsmouth, 
Harrisburg  and  Tiivorpool,  due  to  the  Susquehanna  and  Branches  ;  but  no  separate 
accounts  having  been  kept,  tlie  Board  cannot  state  the  amount. 
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The  amount  of  expenditures  on  the  North  Branch  division,  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  according  to  the  report  of  the  supervisor,  were  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  ordinary  repairs,             _._....  $9,912  40 

For  breaclies,           .-_-_--  6,769  16 

Expended  by  former  supervisor,        -             -             -             -             7  1,098  00 

Lock-keepers'  pay,               .-__.-  1,680  00 

Collector's  office,  &c., 949  66 


Total,         ..------         $20,409  22 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 


Doc.   No.   42. 


Comm-unication  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  relative 
to  cost  of  moving  Trucks  on  the  State  Railroads. 


READ— February  20,  1845. 


Canal  Commissioners'  Office,  > 

Harrisburg,  February  19,  1845.  3 
To  the  Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  Canal  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  14th  instant,  which  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'•'■  Resolved,  That  the  Canal  Commissioners  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  tlie  actual  cost  to  the  commonwealth,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  required  to 
move  an  empty  section  boat  from  Johnstown  to  HoUidaysburg,  and  the  cost  of  moving 
eight  empty  cars,  or  as  many  as  may  be  equal  in  capacity  to  one  section  boat,  over  the 
same  road,  and  the  weight  of  each ;  also  the  actual  amount  charged  for  motive  power 
toll  for  passing  over  an  empty  boat,  and  the  amount  charged  for  passing  over  eight 
empty  cars,  or  as  many  as  may  be  equivalent  in  capacity  to  one  section  boat:"  And 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  reply  : 

In  relation  to  the  cost  of  moving  an  empty  section  boat,  or  the  cost  of  eight  cars, 
from  Johnstown  to  HoUidaysburg,  the  Board  have  not  the  data  to  enable  them  to  state 
it  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

There  is  not  entire  uniformity  in  the  weight  of  burden  cars,  nor  in  that  of  section 
boats,  but  an  average  derived  from  the  reports  of  the  weigh- masters,  would  give  about 
5, 500  lbs.  as  the  weight  of  a  car,  or  44, 000  lbs.  for  eight  cars,  and  the  average  weight 
of  section  boats  about  26, 000  lbs. 

A  set  of  trucks  competent  to  carry  a  four  section  boat,  would  weigh  about  40,000  lbs. 

The  following  tabular  statements,  show  the  charges  for  motive  power  and  road  tolls 
on  empty  boats  and  cars,  as  also  when  partially  and  entirely  laden  to  the  capacity  of 
a  section  boat. 
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Tabular  Statement,  shoiving  the  state  charges  upon  a  single  section  boat  from 
Johnstoivn  to  Hollidaysburg  on  an  emj)ty  boat,  to  a  load  of  56,000  Z6s.,  exclusive 
of  the  road  toll  on  the  cargo,  which  is  the  same,  ivhether  carried  in  a  boat  or  car  : 
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Tabular  Statement,  showing  the  state  charges  upon  empty  and  laden  cars,  from 
one  to  eight  in  nmnber  ;  as  also  state  charges  upon  eight  empty  cars. 
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By  order  of  the  Board, 


JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 
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Doc.  No.  43. 

Animal  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb. 


READ— February  24,  1845. 

Philadelphia,  February  24,  1845. 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  to  the  Legislature. 
Be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  the  Senate. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  J.  BARCLAY, 

Secretary  P.  I.  D.  %■  D 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  the  Contributors  to  the  Penn^a.  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

It  is  with  increased  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  past  blessings,  and  increased  reli- 
ance upon  his  gracious  providence  for  the  future,  that  your  Board  of  Directors  present 
their  annual  report. 

Among  the  miracles  by  which  the  Divine  Founder  of  our  holy  religion  established 
the  truth  of  his  mission  to  save,  were  the  gifts  of  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  speech  to  the 
dumb ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  his  kind  regard  for  an  institution  which  imitates  his  benev- 
olent example  so  nearly,  as  that  which  is  supported  by  your  bounty  and  entrusted  to 
our  care. 

In  our  early  reports  it  was  necessary  to  demonstrate  the  importance  and  feasibility  of 
instructing  the  deaf  mute,  and  to  explain  the  various  details  of  the  system.  From  this 
duty  we  are  happily  relieved.  No  one  now  doubts  the  value  of  this  noble  charity,  and 
none,  we  trust,  would  withhold  from  it  the  support  which  it  needs.  We  have  little 
that  is  novel,  and  nothing  that  is  remarkable,  to  state,  because  the  plan  we  have  adopted 
from  experience,  proves  itself  to  be  good  by  working  S"moolhly  and  quietly,  and  because 
the  several  instructors,  with  the  other  agents  employed  in  carrying  out  its  provisions, 
have  been  zealous,  united  and  faithful. 

During  the  year  1844,  there  were  admitted  18  mutes. 
Left  the  institution,       -  -  -  31 

Died,  ....  1 

Remaining  on  the  31st  of  December,  ult.         ^^^ 
Males,     -  -      .       -  -  58 

Females,  _  .  _  49 

Total,  -  -  -         107 

Of  the  whole  number, 

69  are  supported  by  Pennsylvania. 

11  "  New  Jersey. 

8  "  Maryland. 

3  "  Delaware. 

16  "  their  friends  or  the  Institution.. 

Total,      107 
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Those  supported  by  the  CommonweaUh  of  Pennsylvania,  are  from  the  following 
counties : 

Adams,  -             -            -             -             1     Franklin,          -             -             -  1 

Allegheny,           -             -             -             7     Huntingdon,     -             -             -  1 

Armstrong,           -             -             -             1     Juniata,            -             -             -  1 

Beaver,  -             -             -             -             2     Lancaster,         -             -             -  4 

Bedford,               -             „             .             i     Mifflin,             .             .             .  i 

Berks,     -             -             -             -             7     Montgomery,   -             -             -  3 

Bucks,    -             -             -             -             3     Northampton,                -             -  1 

Centre,    -             -             -             -              1     Northumberland,           -             -  1 

Chester,                -             -             -             5     Philadelphia,    -             -             -  13 
Columbia,             -             -             -             1     Tioga,               -             -             -      .       1 

Crawford,             .              -             -             5     Union,              -             -             -  1 

Cumberland,        -             -             -       .      1     Wayne,            -             _             _  2 

Delaware,            -             -             -             1     York,               -             -             -  2 

Erie,       -             -             .             .             1  — 

Total,  69 

Those  supported  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey  are  from  the  following  counties : 

Burlington,           -             _             _             2     Mercer,            _             .             -  l 

Cumberland,        -             -             .             3     Salem,              ...  1 

Gloucester,          -            -            _            4  — 

11 

Those  supported  by  the  State  of  Maryland  are  from  the  following  counties : 

Dorchester,  -  -  -  1     Talbot,  -  -  -  1 

Harford,  -  .  _  3     AVashington,    -  -  -  2 

Prince  George's,  -  -  1  "  — 

8 
Those  supported  by  the  State  of  Delaware  are  from  the  following  counties : 
Kent,    -  -  -  -  1     Sussex,  ...  1 

New  Castle,       ...  1  •  — 

3 
Those  supported  by  their  friends  or  by  the  institution  are,  from 

Virginia,  .  .  _  2     Maryland,  _  -  -  1 

New  Jersey,      -  -  -  1     Cuba,    -  -  -  -  1 

District  of  Columbia,      -  -  1     Pennsylvania,     -  -  -  10 

16 

Of  those  admitted  into  the  institution  during  the  year  1844,  6  were  born  deaf. 

became  deaf  by  hydrocephalus,  resulting  from  a  fall  on  the  head,  at  3  years  old. 

"  scarlet  fever,  at  3  years  old. 

a  a  4  a 

a  u  5  a 

<«.  ((  g  (( 

*'  "  5^        " 

"  whooping  cough,  at  1  year  old. 

"  measles  and  whooping  cough,  at  1  year  old. 

"  sickness,  at  7  months  of  age. 

"  erysipelas,  at  15  months  of  age. 

*'  cold  from  exposure,  at  3  months  of  age. 

"  sickness,  at  7  months  of  age. 

The  pupils  arc  divided  into  seven  classes,  two  of  which  are  taught  by  deaf  mutes, 
who  have  received  their  education  in  the  institution.  The  other  classes  are  taught  by 
liberally  educated  male  teachers  of  several  years  experience. 

The  literary  progress  of  the  pupils  during  the  year,  has  been  satisfactory,  realizing 
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the  expectation  that  increasing  experience  in  this  diffi cult  and  laborious  department  will 
produce  more  and  more  valuable  results. 

The  moral  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution  is  gratifying. 

The  health  of  the  family,  considering  the  number  of  persons  conjposing  it,  has  been 
remarkably  good.  Three  or  four  cases,  however,  of  severe  indisposition  occurred, 
one  of  which  terminated  fatally. 

We  have  to  lament  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  interesting  of  our 
pupils,  Miss  Mary  H.  Buck,  on  the  29th  of  February  last,  by  inflammation  of  the 
lungs.  She  was  from  Cumberland  county.  New  Jersey,  about  14  years  of  age,  and 
had  been  under  instruction  nearly  six  years.  She  had  made  very  respectable  acquisi- 
tions in  her  studies,  appeared  to  possess  a  firm  faith  in  Christ,  and  entertained  a  hope 
that  she  had  a  personal  interest  in  his  salvation.  Several  days  previous  to  her  decease, 
she  expressed  herself  as  having  no  fear  of  death,  and  as  feeling  an  entire  resignation 
to  the  will  of  her  Heavenly  Father. 

A  widowed  mother,  and  several  brothers  and  sisters,  mourn  her  loss.  The  effect  on 
her  companions  was  impressive,  and,  as  we  trust,  salutary  and  lasting. 

The  mechanical  department  continues  to  be  useful,  but  from  the  short  time  daily- 
devoted  to  it,  from  the  youth  of  the  lads,  and  from  the  depression  of  trade,  it  has  not, 
the  past  year,  been  productive. 

Nearly  all  the  clothing  of  the  pupils  is  made  up  by  the  girls,  and  while  acquiring 
skill  with  the  needle,  they  are  at  the  same  time  forming  habits  of  industry  in  various 
domestic  avocations. 

There  are  three  deaf  mutes,  former  pupils  of  the  institution,  employed  in  different 
capacities,  on  wages. 

A  material  change  has  been  made  in  the  medical  department.  Until  within  a  short 
time,  we  depended  wholly  upon  the  gratuitous  services  of  medical  gentlemen,  who, 
with  great  benevolence,  accepted  the  charge,  and  watched  over  the  health  of  our  pupils 
with  ever  ready  fidelity.  To  those  highly  distinguished  men  our  thanks  and  yours  are 
eminently  due.  A  desire  that  we  might  have  the  best  advantages  of  professional  skill, 
in  aid  of  our  purposes,  suggested  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  attending  physician, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  devote  himself  to  our  numerous  family,  and,  especially,  to 
study  and  employ  such  physical  methods  of  good  to  the  deaf  mute  as  the  increasing 
light  of  science  may  discover.  The  board,  in  consequence,  appointed  on  the  6th  of 
November  last,  Doctor  John  B.  Biddle,  attending  physician,  with  a  salary  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  ;  Doctors  Wood,  Pancoast  and  Mutter  consenting, 
on  their  re-election,  to  give  him  their  very  valuable  aid,  when  needed,  as  consulting 
physicians.  The  directors  hope  that  this  arrangement  may  have  your  approbation, 
and  that  future  results  will  confirm  its  wisdom. 

Since  our  last  report  the  Board  have  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  two  from 
among  their  most  respected  associates.  Mr.  Paul  Beck,  one  of  the  early  benefactors 
of  the  institution,  and  whose  name  has  for  a  long  time  stood  first  on  the  list  of  di- 
rectors, but  whose  advanced  age  had,  for  some  years  past,  deprived  us  of  his  active 
co-operation  ;  and  Mr.  James  Taylor,  who,  from  the  time  of  his  being  called  to  the 
service,  until  the  close  of  his  philanthropic  life,  was  a  most  punctual  and  conscientious 
participant  in  the  labors  of  the  directors.  It  is  with  sincere  sorrow  that  we  make  this 
record  of  our  bereavement,  yet  not  without  the  consolation  of  knowing,  that  He  who 
has  given  to  our  beloved  institution  so  many  warm  friends,  will  continue  to  supply, 
with  others  not  less  devoted,  the  places  of  those  whom,  in  His  ever  righteous  will,  he 
has  taken  away. 

Respectfully  asking  the  continued  liberality  of  the  Legislature,  and  of  its  private 
patrons,  in  aid  of  an  institution,  which  is  at  once  an  ornament  and  a  benefit  to  the 
commonwealth,  we  submit  our  report. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

PHILIP  F.  MAYER,  President. 

Attested — James  J.  Barclay,  Secretary. 
Philadelphia.)  January  1,  1845. 
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FOR  RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS  FROM   JANUARY    1,  TO  DECEMBER   31,   1844. 


The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  in  account  with  John  Bacon, 

Treasurer. 

1844.  DR. 

Dec.  31.  To  cash  paid  to  this  date,  viz  : 

Salaries  of  teachers,  matrons,  &c., 
Family  expenses,        _  -  - 

Loan  on  collateral  security, 
Cordwaining,  materials  and  wages. 
Interest  on  mortgage  loan, 
Mortgage  loan  paid  in  part, 
Incidental  expenses. 
Individual  debts  of  1843, 
Purchase  of  books,  &;c., 
Private  pay  pupils,      -  -  - 

Balance  due  the  institution,  -  '  ~ 


1844.  CR. 

Jan.   1.     By  balance  due  the  institution,       -  -  .  _  $3,865  37 

Dec.  31.         Cash  to  date,  received  on  the  foUow^ing  accounts,  viz  : 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for  state  pupils,  $1 1,000  00 

State  of  Maryland  .  do. 

State  of  New  Jersey  do. 

State  of  Louisiana  do. 

Private  pay  pupils,        _  _  - 

Cordwaining,  (sales,)    -  -  - 

Legacies,  from  the  executors  of  P.  A.  Blenon, 

Life  subscription,  .  _  - 

Donations,        _  -  -  - 

$17,366  94 


$7,066  49 

5,831 

75 

2,700 

00 

653 

47 

443 

92 

400 

00 

343 

38 

323 

48 

195 

56 

70 

93 

$18,028 

<^n 

3,203 

33 

$21,232 

31 

1,665 

30 

1,020 

01 

877 

97 

2,240 

38 

229 

32 

300 

00 

20 

00 

14 

06 

$21,232  31 
1845. 

Jan.    1.  By  balance  due  the  institution,        _  -  .  $3,203  33 

E.  E.  JOHN  BACON,  Treasurer. 

Philadelphia,  January  1,  1845. 

The  above  account  has  been  examined  and  found  correct. 

LAWRENCE  1 
EDWARD  YARNALL, 

January  15,  1844. 


LAWRENCE  LEWIS,  ")  ^  ...  . 
EDWARD  YARNALL,  I  ^^'«^""^««  V 
THOMAS  H.  WHITE,  J    -^'^^^^^^^i^- 
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Doc.  No.  44. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  State  Penitentiary, 
with  accompanying  documents. 


READ— February  25,  1845. 

Philadelphia,  February  21,  1845. 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate:  ^ 

Sir  : — The  annual  report  of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  Eastern  State  Peniten- 
tiary, directed  by  law  to  be  made  to  each  House  of  the  Legislature,  is  enclosed,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  honorable  the  Senate,  over  which  you  preside. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  L.  BEVAN, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors^  E.  S.  P. 


INSPECTORS'   REPORT. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Co mmonivealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  Inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary,  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  beg 
leave,  respectfully,  to  present  their  sixteenth  annual  report : 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  prisoners  have  been  received  into  the  penitentiary, 
from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1844,  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1845;  being  eighteen 
less  than  were  received  from  the  1st  of  January,  1843,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1844. 
Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  received,  ninety-nine  were  white  males  ;  seven 
white  females  ;  twenty-seven  coloured  males,  and  five  coloured  females. 

Within  the  past  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  prisoners  have  been  discharged ; 
being  nineteen  more  than  were  received  during  the  same  period.  Of  these,  ninety- 
eight  served  out  their  sentence ;  forty-six  were  pardoned,  and  thirteen  died. 

Of  those  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  sixty-six  were  white  males  ;  two 
white  females  ;  twenty-eight  coloured  males,  and  three  coloured  females.  By  pardon, 
thirty-nine  white  males  ;  no  white  females ;  four  coloured  males,  and  three  coloured 
females.     And  by  death,  six  white  males,  and  seven  coloured  males ;  no  females. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  A.  D.  1845,  there  were  in  confinement  in  the  penitentiary, 
three  hundred  and  forty  prisoners.  Of  these,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  were  white 
males  ;  ten  white  females  ;  ninety-six  coloured  males,  and  ten  coloured  females. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  several  of  the  prisoners  discharged  by 
pardon,  were  cases  of  such  peculiar  hardship,  on  account  of  the  length  of  sentence, 
and  other  circumstances  attending  their  conviction,  as  induced  many  benevolent  citizens, 
entirely  disconnected  with  the  penitentiary  or  its  administration,  to  apply  energetically 
to  the  Executive  for  his  clemency. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  during  the  year,  was  thirteen.  Of  these,  six  were 
white  males,  and  seven  coloured  males  ;  no  females.     The  whole  number  of  prisoners 
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in  coniinement  during  the  year,  was  fonr  hundred  and  ninety -seven.  Of  these,  three 
hundred  and  forty-lour  were  white,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  coloured  ;  showing 
a  per  centum  of  mortahty  of  ly'J^  as  to  the  white,  and  4^^-^^  as  to  the  coloured  prisoners. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  the  white  and  coloured  females  was  none ;  and  the 
excess  of  mortal  cases  among  the  coloured  and  white  prisoners  was  one — the  same  as 
last  year. 

In  the  list  of  deaths  were  two  cases  which  ought  not  to  be  chargeable  in  the  per 
centum  of  deaths,  so  far  as  the  same  is  taken  as  applicable  to  the  separate  system. 
One  of  these  cases  for  example,  was  epileptic.  The  prisoner  was  suffering  from  the 
disease  on  admission,  and  died  shortly  after,  in  a  fit,  which  would  have  as  necessarily 
followed  his  condition  on  admission,  as  that  he  must,  under  any  circumstances,  have 
died,  as  a  consequence  of  his  then  perilous  situation.  The  other  was  an  incurable 
malady,  which  must  soon  have  terminated  existence.  With  these  exceptions,  the 
number  of  deaths  was  the  same  as  last  year;  while  the  number  of  prisoners  in  con- 
finement during  the  year,  was  ten  more  than  last  year. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting — it  will  certainly  be  instructive  and  appropriate — before 
leaving  this  part  of  the  report,  to  compare  the  present  condition  of  the  prisoners,  with 
that  of  the  whole  number  since  the  opening  of  the  prison  in  1829,  and  thereby  give  a 
better  view  of  the  results  of  practical  operation  of  the  Pennsylvania  or  separate  sys- 
tem, and  at  the  same  time  institute  a  comparison  with  other  systems  of  prison  discipline. 

It  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  received  into  the  penitentiary,  since 
the  date  of  the  reception  of  its  first  occupant,  in  the  year  1829,  is  1916.  Of  these 
there  were  in  the 


Year 

Received. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Remarks. 

1829 

9 

1830 

49 

3 

1 

1831 

50 

13 

4 

1832 

34 

20 

3 

1  suicide. 

1833 

77 

19 

1 

1834 

118 

49 

5 

1835 

217 

85 

6 

1836 

143 

90 

12 

1837 

161 

141 

17 

1  hanged,  U.  S.  prisoner. 

1838 

178 

120 

26 

1  escaped — 1  suicide. 

1839 

179 

151 

11 

1  removed  to  house  of  refuge. 

1840 

139 

174 

22 

1841 

126 

150 

17 

1842 

142 

137 

9 

1843 

156 

117 

11 

1844 

138 

144 

13 

Now,  in  this  table  is  shown  first,  that  the  number  of  prisoners  is  diminishing,  and 
that  one  efiect  of  the  separate  system  is,  to  deter  from  crime  and  prevent  its  commis- 
sion. It  is  only  within  the  last  ten  or  eleven  years,  that  prisoners  have  been  regularly 
received  from  the  counties  comprising  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
old  and  new  operation  of  the  penal  laws.  This  effect  is  certainly  a  most  prominent 
purpose  of  punishment.  And  again,  of  this  1916,  the  whole  number  received,  lliere 
have  been  but  seventy-six  second  convictions,  which  confirms  the  first  deduction. 

There  were  but  four  prisoners  of  this  whole  number  a  third  time  convicted,  and  none 
have  been  a  fourth  time  in  our  prison. 
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The  following  are  the  reconvictions  in  this  prison  in  1842,  1843,  1844  : 

Yeaii.  Number  received^  Seconal  convictions,  TUird  convictions. 

1842,  142  11         1  8.45  percent. 

1843,  156  10         2  7.69   *' 

1844,  138  10  None. 

Thus,  crime  is  prevented ;  the  evil-minded  and  wicked  arc  deterred  from  violating  the 
law;  reform  is  effected j  society  protected;  and  the  great  aim  of  penitentiary  punish- 
ment attained,  and  the  prophecies  of  tlu^  friends  of  this  sysleni  realised,  A  comparison 
on  this  subject,  with  other  systems,  will  further  confirm  this  conclusion. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Prison  claims  to  be  a  model  prison  of  the  aggregate  system, 
and  by  its  reports  for  the  year  1844,  we  find  the  following  facts: 

"Of  the  276  ccnvicls  now  in  prison,  54  are  recommitments,  viz:  Thirty-eight  are 
second  comers,  thirteen  are  third  comers,  one  is  a  fourth  comer,  one  is  a  fifth  comer, 
one  is  a  sixth  comer.  Of  the  105  convicts  received  into  prison  the  kst  year,  16  are 
recommitments,  viz:  Twelve  are  second  comers,  and  four  are  third  comers."  It  is  to 
be  observed,  that  the  population  of  the  state  is  proverbial  for  its  steady  habits,  morals 
and  intelligence. 

By  the  last  annual  report  from  the  Auburn  prison,  it  appears  "that  the  number  of 
convicts  is  now  larger  than  at  any  former  period.  The  number  received  during  the 
year  is  two  hundred  and  sixly-three,  being  nineteen  more  than  the  year  previous,  while 
the  number  now  in  prison  is  tifty-ninc  greater  than  on  the  1st  of  January,  1843,  Of 
the  number  received  during  the  year,  twenty-one  were  recommitments."  The  in- 
spectors give  no  other  information  on  this  subject.  No  account  is  given  of  tlie 
number  in  prison  who  are  two,  three  or  four  tiroes  committed. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  chaplain  of  the  Sing  Sing  prison,  contains  the  fact,  tlie 
result  of  his  experience,  ^'that  not  far  froni  one  in  niRetecn  are  what  is  familiarly 
called  second  comers."  From  the  same  report,  which  professes  to  give  "statistics  of 
three  years,"  and  "therefore  will  afford  criteria  from  which  unequivocal  de<:;isions  may 
be  had,  in  reference  to  the  comparative  utility  of  the  Auburn  system,"  it  further  ap- 
pears, that  "one  hundred  convicts  discharged  since  the  spring  of  1840,  when  last  seen 
or  heard  from  were  doing  well."  It  seems  that  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  were  dis- 
charged since  the  spring  o(  1840,  and  forty -tliree  returned  to  that  prison,  and  ninety- 
five  were  pardoned;  and  four  of  lliat  number  returned  to  this  prison.  The  chaplain 
further  reports,  "that  the  average  time  of  the  absence  of  those  who  are  discharged  and 
return  is  six  months,  consequently  we  hope,  though  with  much  trembling,  that  these 
one  hundred  having  passed  the  season  of  their  strongest  temptation  scatiiless,  will 
endure  to  the  end." 

In  Sing  Sing,  the  increase  of  prisoners  this  year  over  the  last,  is  forty-three. 

There  is  one  remark  of  the  officer,  from  whose  report  the  above  extracts  are  made, 
which  is  so  strikingly  and  pre-emiiieutly  conclusive  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  separate 
system  over  the  aggregate,  or  New  York  plan,  that  it  is  quoted  as  follows : 

"  Permit  me  here,  gentlemen,  to  suggest  the  importance  of  not  exposing  these  men, 
(the  one  hundred  above  alluded  to.)  when  inquiry  at  their  several  addresses  is  made  for 
them — for  until  the  public  mind  can  be  disabused  on  this  subject,  they  might  as  well  be 
exiled  as  exposed." 

Under  the  separate  S3'stem  the  prisoners  are  not  exposed  either  to  the  public,  or  what 
is  still  worse,  indeed  opposing  in  all  its  effects  of  reform,  they  are  not  exposed  to  each 
other.  The  consequence  of  the  association  of  prisoners  on  their  commitment  has  been, 
is,  and  ever  will,  be  a  barrier  to  their  efforts  to  reform,  or  to  abandon,  on  their  discharge, 
their  former  evil  companions.  This  is  one  of  the  important  advantages  of  the  separate 
system.     There  is  another,  and  in  this  connection,  an  important  view  of  this  subject. 

The  Eastern  State  Penitentiary  was  opened  in  1829.     The  population  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia  since  that  time  has  greatly  increased;  and  also  the  popula- 
VoL.  II.— 15  S. 
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tion  of  the  eastern  district  of  the  state,  from  which  counties  priaoners  are  sent  to  this 
penitentiary.  If  the  number  of  prisoners  decrease,  or  even  remain  stationary,  as  to  an 
average  of  those  annuaily  received,  and  the  population  gradually  or  greatly  inci'eases, 
the  efiect  of  this  system  of  prison  discipline  is  equally  and  as  positively  manifest. 

By  the  census,  June  1st,  1830,  the  population  of  the  eastern  district 

of  Pennsylvania  was  -  _  -  .  .  755,577 

City  of  Philadephia,  .....  80,458 

County  of  Philadelphia,         -      -        -  -  -  -  108,503 


188,961 


Grand  total,  ------  944,538 


By  the  census,  June  1st.  1840,  the  population  of  the  eastern  district 

of  Pennsylvania  was  -  -  .  .  .  908,744 

City  of  Philadelphia,  -  -  -  -  -  93,655 

County  of  Philadelphia,         -  -  -  -  -  284,382 


358,037 


Grand  total,  ------  1.2d6.781 


Increase  in  ten  years,  322,343  5  equal  to  34  per  cent,  or  3^*^°^  per  annum. 

At  Sj^^^  per  annum,  the  increase  since  June  1,  1840,  to  January  1,  1845,  four 
years  seven  months,  or  IS^W  per  cent.,  resulting  in  a  present  population  in  our 
district  of  1,464,546  persons.  From  this  table  it  appears,  that  since  the  opening  of  the 
penitentiary  up  to  the  present  time,  the  increase  of  the  population,  out  of  which 
prisoners  come  who  are  convicted  for  crimes,  is  about  520,000;  while  the  number  of 
prisoners  received  remains  annually  about  the  same,  or  about  the  same  on  an  average 
for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  prisons  in  Pennsylvania  are  on  the  Pennsylvanian,  or  separate  system.  It  is 
ascertained  that  the  whole  number  of  convicts  in  confinement  in  the  two  state  prisons, 
(Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,)  is  four  hundred  and  seventy.  Add  to  these :  convicts  in 
the  Philadelphia,  and  other  county  prisons,  gives,  say,  six  hundred  and  fifty  to  seven 
hundred,  to  the  state.  In  the  year  1826,  before  the  adoption  of  the  separate  system  by 
this  state,  there  were  about  six  hundred  prisoners  in  one  prison,  (Walnut  street.) — 
There  are  very  few  more  noAV  in  the  whole  state.  In  the  state  of  New  York,  where 
the  opposite  system  of  prison  discipline  prevails,  the  whole  number  in  confinement  in 
the  two  state  prisons,  (Sing  Sing  and  Auburn,)  as  taken  from  the  last  reports,  is  over 
sixteen  hundred. 

The  inspectors,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  believe  that  the  Pennsylvania  or 
separate  system,  is  pre-eminently  a  successful  experiment  in  preventing  crime. 

Of  the  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  this  penitentiary  since  1829,  it  is 
believed  that  upwards  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cases  which  were  fatal,  were  consequent 
upon  the  mortal  character  of  the  disease  under  which  the  prisoners  were  laboring  on 
admission.  These  prisoners,  it  is  believed,  would  necessarily  have  died  from  their 
several  maladies  under  any  circumstances ;  and  their  lives  were  probably  prolonged  by 
the  treatment  they  received  in  prison.  Tliese  deaths  are  in  no  v/ise  attributable  to  the 
system ;  on  the  contrary,  the  balance  of  deaths  tlien  may  be  charged  to  the  ordinary 
mortality;  and  when  the  character  and  condition  of  prisoners,  such  as  are  received  here, 
is  taken  into  (Consideration,  the  per  centum  of  mortality  is  very  small.  Tlie  statistics 
of  the  last  three  years  will  give  the  best  evidence  from  which  this  conclusion  is  drawn, 
and  may  be  stated  us  follows : 
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Number 

of  prisoner. 

State  of  hcallh  on  admission. 

Year  1842- 

-No 

.  1373 

Epileptic. 

Do. 

1210 

Fatally  diseased. 

Do. 

1207 

Imperfect. 

Do. 

1222 

Imperfect. 

Do. 

1412 

Epileptic. 

Do. 

1543 

Fatally  diseased. 

Do. 

1579 

Good. 

Do. 

1044 

Good. 

Do. 

1590 

Fatally  diseased. 
Fatally  diseased. 

Year  1843- 

-No 

1304 

Do. 

1511 

do.          do. 

Do. 

1483 

Imperfect. 

Do. 

1269 

Fatally  diseased. 

Do. 

1109 

do.          do. 

Do. 

1553 

do.         do. 

Do. 

1332 

Good. 

Do. 

1443 

do. 

^ 

Do. 

1694 

Fatally  diseased. 

Do. 

1456 

do.         do. 

Do. 

847 

Good. 

Fatally  diseased. 

Year  1844- 

-No 

1809 

Do. 

1664 

do.          do. 

Do. 

1644 

do.          do. 

Do. 

1717 

do.          do. 

Do. 

1528 

do.         do. 

Do. 

1642 

Imnerfect. 

Do. 

1570 

do. 

Do. 

1426 

do. 

Do. 

1621 

Good. 

Do. 

1735 

Imperfect. 

Do. 

1753 

Good. 

Do. 

1701 

do. 

Do. 

1904 

Epileptic.                          ' 

From  the  above  table,  prepared  with  as  much  certainty  as  the  nature  of  the  subject 
can  justify,  it  appears  that  of  the  thirty -three  mortal  cases,  but  eight  were  in  what  is 
called  good  health,  on  admission. 

In  regard  to  the  general  health  of  prisoners  under  the  separate  system,  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  within  the  last  six  years,  this  subject  has  received  the  careful  observa- 
tion of  the  inspectors. 

From  the  monthly  reports  to  the  board  by  the  physicians,  during  this  period,  it 
appears  that  in  the  year  1839,  there  were  793  prisoners  receiving  medical  care,  either 
in  the  cells  at  work,  or  in  the  infirmary,  if  too  sick  to  be  at  work.  The  aggregate 
number  of  sick  as  thus  given,  constitute  items  of  sickness,  and  reported  on  the  sick 
list.  In  1840,  there  were  872  ;  in  1841,  there  were  742  j  in  1842,  there  were  677  j 
in  1843,  there  were  377,  and  last  year,  there  were  220. 

The  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  items  of  sickness,  within  the  last  two  years, 
arises  from  the  fact,  that  a  change  in  the  medical  department  took  place  in  1843,  by 
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which  the  physician  was  required  to  reside  in  the  prison  and  devote  his  entire  attention 
to  the  sick,  and  the  supervision  of  the  hygeian  of  the  institution. 

No  pardons  were  asked  or  granted  on  account  of  the  ill-health  of  any  prisoner. 

From  the  medical  report  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison,  for  the  year  1844,  we 
extract  the  following:  "The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Prison  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1844,  is  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight.  The  aggregate  number  of  days'  residence  in  the  hospital  is  three  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty-six.  In  addition  to  this,  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
days  labor  have  been  abated  to  invalids  for  a  day ;  and  seven  hundred  and  forty-  four 
days  of  light  labor  have  been  advised  by  the  physician." 

The  Connecticut  State  Prison,  which  is  called,  in  the  last  annual  report  of  its  in- 
spectors, a  "pattern  prison  on  the  Auburn  plan,"  has  had,  from  the  physician's  report, 
in  confinement  in  1844,  "two  hundred  and  fifty-six  prisoners.  Of  this  number  twelve 
have  died." 

From  the  report  of  the  Auburn  prison,  it  appears  there  were  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-one  prisoners;  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  received  last  year;  fifty-nine  more 
than  the  1st  of  January,  1843  ;  yet  its  inspectors  report  crime  is  diminishing.  Eleven 
prisoners  died  last  year.  The  physician  reports,  "  that  it  has  long  been  a  principle 
upon  which  pardons  have  been  granted,  viz:  that  they  were  necessary  to  save  life." 
"Twelve  pardons  were  granted"  during  the  last  year  "for  that  reason."  So  that,  in 
fact,  those  who  did  die,  and  those  who  were  pardoned  out,  dying,  make  twenty-three. 
The  chief  cause  of  mortality  appears  to  be  consumption. 

The  report  further  states,  that  since  1817,  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  prisoners 
have  died  at  Auburn.  Within  the  last  ten  years  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
prisoners  have  been  pardoned ;  therefore  it  may  be  fairly  estimated,  from  the  above 
facts,  that  over  four  hundred  have  died,  or  were  pardoned  dying,  at  Auburn,  since 
1817.  It  is  true,  that  while  the  whole  number  of  deaths  since  1817  are  given,  the 
accounts  of  pardons  only  extend  ten  years  back.     The  estimate  may  be  much  larger. 

From  the  last  report  of  the  Sing  Sing  Prison  it  appears,  that  within  the  last  three 
years  (up  to  date  of  that  report)  eighty-one  prisoners  have  died ;  thirty  of  consumption  ; 
forty-six  pardoned  last  year;  seven  escaped.  The  number  of  prisoners,  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two.     The  items  of  sickness  of  this  number  is  given  as  follows  : 


MONTHS. 

HOSPITAL 

CASES. 
Per  centum. 

NON-HOSPITAL 

CASES. 

Per  centum. 

October,               ------ 

November,           ------ 

December,           ------ 

January,               .-.--.. 
February,             ------ 

March,    ------- 

April,      ------- 

May, 

June,      ------- 

July, 

August,  ------- 

September,          ------ 

191 

12^ 

8^ 

m 
11 

9 

^t 

9^ 

7 
720 

1126 

82§ 
30 

21f 
26 

an 

26|- 

27d 
44| 

mi 
58 

50f| 

53-lf 

The  total  per  centum  of  ill  health  in  Sing  Sing,  if  the  above  table  is  to  be  imder- 
stood  at  all,  is  upwards  of  70  per  cent.     The  number  of  deaths  is  34  or  4j^-^^  per  cent. 

The  statistics  of  the  Sing  Sing  prison  cannot  be  relied  on ;  for  the  inspectors  report 
that  in  the  female  prison,  by  the  register,  there  were  ninety-eight  prisoners ;  four  whose 
names  were  not  on  the  books,  but  for  whom  commitments  were  found,-  making  a  total 
of  one  hundred  and  two  women  prisoners  by  the  books  and  papers  in  prison ;  whereas, 
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actually,  there  were  but  eighty  in  prison,  two  in  the  insane  asylum,  and  consequently 
a  deficiency  unaccounted  for,  of  twenty  female  prisoners. 

On  inquiry,  it  appeared  "that  the  time  of  twelve  had  expired;  but  when  they  went 
out,  and  whether  by  expiration  of  sentence,  by  death,  by  pardon,  or  escaped,  did  not 
appear.  Of  the  remaining  eight,  it  appeared  one  escaped,  one  pardoned,  one  died,  but 
no  entry  of  either  of  these  events  had  been  made."     So  much  for  the  women  prisoners. 

In  the  male  prison,  there  was  a  like  deficiency  of  thirty-three  prisoners.  Of  these, 
ten  were  accounted  for,  so  that  fifty-three  convicts  were  not  on  the  books  in  one  year; 
and,  indeed,  twenty-six  were  wholly  unaccounted  for  j  yet  there  are  fifty-eight  officers 
at  Sing  Sing. 

These  facts  are  only  given — 1st,  to  show  the  statistics  are  not  entirely  to  be  relied 
on ;  and  2nd,  that  by  the  separate  system,  no  such  difficulty  can  arise,  as  fifty-three 
prisoners  being  unaccounted  for  in  one  year. 

By  the  last  annual  report  of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  the  western  district,  at  Pitts- 
burg, it  appears  that  tlie  number  of  convicts  is  eighteen  less  than  last  year.  Sixty 
prisoners  were  received  during  the  year,  and  seventy-eight  discharged.  The  whole 
number  in  confinement  was  two  hundred  and  eight.  Of  these  six  had  died.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1845,  there  were  but  one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners  in  that  peni- 
tentiary. 

Since  the  opening  of  that  prison  in  the  year  1826  to  January  1,  1845,  the  whole 
number  of  prisoners  received  was  ten  hundred  and  forty-five.  Of  these  fifty  died. 
The  number  in  confinement  last  year  was  two  hundred  and  eight,  and  six  deaths. 
Showing  a  general  average  of  mortality  of  4  per  cent.,  and  the  average  for  last  year  3 
per  cent.     One-third  of  the  deaths  of  last  year  were  fatally  diseased  on  admission. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  prisoners  received  each  year  since  1826, 
and  the  consequent  diminution  of  crime  since  the  prison  has  been  in  effectual  operation. 
There  were  received  in  the  year 

1826,  10  prisoners. 

1827,  29  " 

1828,  43  " 

1829,  43  " 

1830,  39  " 

1831,  44  " 

1832,  37  " 

1833,  68  " 

1834,  48  « 

1835,  68  " 

In  connection  with  this  table  must  be  considered  the  increase  of  population  since  1826. 

The  statistics  which  have  thus  been  briefly  referred  to,  and  appear  from  the  reports 
of  the  officers  of  the  respective  prisons,  place  the  separate  system  on  an  elevated  position. 

The  inspectors  believe  that  the  following  conclusions  irresistibly  present  themselves, 
as  the  result  of  the  above  comparison  of  the  two  systems  : 

1.  That  the  separate  system  prevents  the  commission  of  crime. 

2.  That  it  is  pre-eminently  calculated  to  induce  and  effect  reform  in  the  minds  of 
the  prisoners. 

3.  That  the  health  of  the  prisoners  is  equal  to  that  of  any  community,  and  is  x\<4  in 
the  least  injuriously  effected  by  the  system. 

4.  That  the  mortality  under  the  separate  system  is  not  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
system  of  prison  discipline. 

5.  That  the  discipline,  and  the  proper  administration  of  the  system,  is  superior  to 
all  others. 

6.  That  of  the  objections  that  have  been  urged  against  the  system,  none  have  been 
realized. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  the  term  '■^solitary  or  separate  confinement,'''' 
refers  to  the  fact  that  each  prisoner  is  alone  in  contradistinction  to  the  "aggregate  con- 
finement," or  "silent  system,"  where  the  prisoners  are  in  gangs,  or  together  in  large 


1836, 

53  ] 

prisoners. 

1837, 

45 

1838, 

56 

1839, 

84 

1840, 

79 

1841, 

90 

1842, 

69 

1843, 

70 

1844, 

60 
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or  small  numbers.  TJie  prisoners  in  the  separate  or  solitary  prisons,  have  the  same 
intercourse  with  all  but  their  fellow  convicts  and  an  idle  curiosity,  as  in  other  systems — 
and  the  idea  that  prisoners  are  shut  up,  and  shut  out  from  all  intercommunication  with 
the  good  and  the  instructive,  is  an  error — a  gross  error.  They  have  that  at  all  times, 
besides  almost  hourly  intercourse  with  their  overseers  and  other  officers  of  the  prison. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  inspectors,  they  say  that,  "fully  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  a  watchful  care  over  the  moral  and  mental  improvement  of  the  prisoners, 
as  constituting  a  fundamental  principle  in  this,  as  in  all  penitentiary  reform,  are 
endeavouring  to  effect  some  improvement  in  the  present  plan  of  that  institution,  par- 
ticularly as  relates  to  the  education  in  reading  and  writing,  thereby  to  enlarge  the 
number  of  those  who  obtain  this  knowledge  while  in  confinement."  Within  the  last 
year,  the  moral  and  rudimental  instruction  has  been  divided.  The  former  has  been  left, 
as  heretofore,  under  the  lav»^,  together  with  such  religious  teaching  as  each  prisoner  may 
desire,  and  from  whatever  professional  teacher  he  may  select.  The  latter  has  been 
entrusted  to  a  competent  person,  who  acts  as  overseer  when  required.  Ample  time  is 
thus  given  to  both  branches  of  learning;  and  thus  a  schoolmaster  has  been  successfully 
introduced  into  the  prison,  whose  chief  duty  is  to  teach  the  ignorant  to  read  and  write, 
and  instruct  them  in  practical  arithmetic. 

There  are  now  forty-seven  prisoners  receiving  instruction  in  the  first  class,  the 
only  one  yet  formed  under  the  late  regulation.  Of  these,  forty -three  could  not  read  on 
admission;  forty-seven  could  not  write;  and  forty-seven  had  no  knowledge  of  arith- 
metic. 

A  library  of  useful  books  has  been  establislied  by  the  liberality  and  benevolence  of 
one  of  the  inspectors,  (J.  Bacon,  Esq.)  which  is  increasing  through  the  kindness  of 
others  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  the  unfortunate. 

The  happiest  results  have  followed  this  imjirovement;  first,  as  to  the  benefit  of  the 
prisoners;  second,  in  aiding  their  good  resolutions  to  reform;  thirdly,  as  leading  tlieir 
minds  into  an  enquiry  after  knowledge;  first,  giving  them  the  means  to  obtain  it,  and 
drawing  them  off  from  their  evil  designs,  mostly  caused  by  ignorance ;  and  lastly,  the 
general  benefits  thus  confen'ed  upon  society.  Punishment  is  tlius  made  a  positive 
blessing  to  the  ignorant;  and  as  reform  is  aided  or  promoted,  an  equally  positive  advan- 
tage to  the  community,  to  effect  which  it  was  instituted  by  its  founders. 

The  inspectors  have  for  some  time  bad  under  their  careful  consideration,  suggested 
by  the  observation  and  expeiience  of  the  resident  physician,  the  good  effects  on  the 
health  of  the  prisoners,  to  be  derived  from  frequent  batliiiig.  During  the  last  year 
suitable  bathing  apartments  have  been  completed  and  put  into  operation.  Each  pri- 
soner whose  health  will  admit,  is  regularly  bathed  in  warm  baths  weekly.  As  was 
anticipated,  the  best  results  have  followed  this  treatment. 

It  is  with  sincere  gratification  that  the  inspectors  assure  tiie  Legislature,  that  from 
sixteen  years  experience,  and  the  adoption  of  sutth  improvements  as  such  experience 
has  suggested,  in  the  practical  operation  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  of  prison  disci- 
pline— separate  confinement  with  labor — all  that  its  founders  and  early  advocates  pre- 
dicted would  ensue  from  its  adoption,  have  been  fnlly  and  entirely  realized.  They 
reiterate  ihe  opinion  expressed  in  a  former  report,  that  it  is  '•  the  only  mode  by  which 
punishment,  discipline  and  reform,  have  been  oigrafted  on  a  penal  code,  secured  to 
society  and  administered  to  the  convict.'' 

'they  liclieve  that  all  the  friends  of  practical  philanthropy,  in  examining  this  system, 
as  it  lias  been  developed,  and  can  be  tested  by  the  experience  of  so  long  a  period  of 
time,  do  '•  rejoice  in  the  great  change  wliicb  is  thus  being  efi'ected  in  the  treatment  of 
the  out-cast  piisoner — kindness  and  compassion,  and  a  desire  for  their  improvement  and 
reform,  accompanied  by  the  means  to  produce  both,  are  supplanting  cruelty  and  con- 
tempt." 

The  felon's  brand  is  being  removed  from  the  forehead  to  the  heart.  Reformaiion  and 
improvement  are  encouraged,  and  if  they  he  substantial  and  deeply  rooted,  ihe  seed  well 
sown  and  properly  nm'tured,  the  insprctors  fully  believe  that  the  harvest  will  be  a  com- 
plete and  triumphant  verificatioi)  of  the  views,  hopes,  and  objects  of  penitentiary  reform, 
which  our  commonwealth  has  had  the  courage  to  begin,  and  the  honor  of  establishing. 
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The  inspectors  desire  the  Legislature  to  understand  them  to  proclaim,  as  the  eonvic- 
tion  of  their  judgments,  from  close,  constant,  and  conscientious  observation,  and  the 
results  of  that  experience  which  sixteen  years  of  intrinsic  trial  affords,  that  "separate 
confinement  with  labor,"  or  the  Pennsylvania  system  of  prison  discipline,  is  an  emi- 
nently successful  experiment  for  the  punishment,  reform,  and  treatment  of  prisoners. 

In  this  penitentiary,  it  has  been  carried  on  as  a  system,  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
views  and  expectations,  and  hopes  of  its  distinguished  founders  and  friends  ;  and  for 
the  system  the  inspectors  claim  a  full  realization  of  its  ends :  and  they  fearlessly  chal- 
lenge comparison  with  any  other  plan  of  prison  discipline  now  in  oj)eration. 

In  some  minor  details,  local  improvements  can  yet  be  made,  and  should  be  made. 
But  what  is  there  that  is  human,  and  is  perfect. 

The  inspectors  are,  as  the  Legislature  must  he,  aware  that  there  are  those  who 
indulge  in  the  defamation  of,  or  detraction  from,  all  plans,  systems,  or  suggestions, 
which  have  resulted  as  predicted  without  their  aid  5  others  there  are,  who,  through 
interested  deception,  uncandid  exceptions,  prejudiced  perversion,  or  pecuniary  benefit, 
not  unfrequently  assail  rival  or  more  prosperous  undertakings  than  those  they  are 
engaged  in.  Our  prison  discipline  has  not,  as  was  expected,  and  as  has  been  wit- 
nessed, been  exempt  from  like  assaults.  In  no  instance  have  unfavorable  impressions 
or  opinions,  made  from  such  sources,  failed  to  yield  and  be  counteracted  by  a  close 
examinaticn  of  this  prison.  There  are  some,  too,  who  seek  notoriety  by  setting  up 
their  peculiar  opinions  as  to  the  management  of  this  institution,  or  any  other  establish- 
ment, as  tlie  only  approved  mode  for  their  government.  To  all  such  critics,  whose 
ignorance,  self-love  or  self-interest,  endow  with  superior  judgment,  the  friends  and 
advocates  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  as  now  administered,  have  but  to  present  this 
system  as  it  is. 

The  inspectors  have  felt  themselves  called  upon  at  this  advanced  stage  of  successful 
■operation  of  the  penal  code  in  Pennsylvania,  thus  to  report  to  the  Legislature.  They 
do  so,  confident  in  all  their  opiaions,  as  conscientiously  expressed ;  and  in  couelusion 
they  respectfullj^  invite  the  Legislature,  mow  in  session,  to  examine  for  themselves  in 
any  way,  and  at  such  time  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem  best,  an  institution  which 
will  stand  a  monument  of  the  benevolence  aisd  wisdom  of  Pennsjdvania,  and  the  g^ory 
of  her  people,  Witjiic?  the  past  year,  all  tlie  prisoners  in  this  prison  have  been  visited 
at  different  times  by  Miss  Dix,  of  New  En^and,  a  benevolent  and  intelligent  lady, 
who  has  devoted  ranch  of  her  attention  to  the  swbjeciL  of  prison  discipliiie. 

The  iiaspectors  gave  her  every  facility  to  further  her  objecls,  and  were  gratified  t9 
Jearn  from  her  that  she  had  accomplished  all  the  purposes  of  her  visit.  In  her  late 
memoiial  presented  to,  and  prioted  by  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  during  tJie  pr-esent 
month.  Miss  Dix  says :  **Pennsylvaiiia  has  the  high  praise  of  having  established  a  model 
prison  on  the  separate  system,  which,  in  its  whole  plan  asul  governmesit,  is  wortJiy  of 
being  copied  wherever  civilized  life  makes  the  establishment  of  prisons  necessary  for 
the  security  of  society.  I  express  this  Gpiniosa  in  a  full  eonfidenr.e,  based  on  extensive 
knowledge  of  prisons  and  prison  systems  of  discipline;  and  I  ;uu  satisfied  that  no  un- 
prejudiced, ietelligeat  mind,  can  examine  deliberately  aad  faithfuliy  the  wards  of  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary  and  not  airive  st  the  same  .eonchision.'" 

The  reports  of  ihe  officers  of  the  prison,  as  by  law  required,  will  be  transmitted 
with  this  repffirt,  frona  which  much  valuable  information  will  be  gained,  not  so  fully  in- 
troduced iffito  this  report. 

The  warden  of  tliis  penitentiary,  Mr.  George  ThorapsoK,  continues  to  receive  the 
confidence  of  the  board.      He  is  active,  intelligent,  and  faithful  to  his  duties. 

The  board  express  their  satisfaction  with  the  phy-siciau.  Dr.  Gifven. 

The  overseers  have  also  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  warden  aad  ins«?ectors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  board  of  inspectors, 

MATTHEW  L.  BE  VAN, 

Fresidejii  of  ihe  Board. 
Attest— RICHARD  VAUX,  Secretary. 

Eastern  State  Penitentiary, 
Fdiruary  7,  1S45. 
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WARDEN'S    SEPOKT. 


To  Matthew  L.  Bevan,  Esquire^ 

President  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  E.  S.  P: 

Sir: — I  herewith  present  to  your  board  the  annual  and  general  statistics  of  the  priscm; 
with  some  remarks  appurtenant  to  its  conditioni  and  Shat  of  the  ii>mates  during  the  past 
year. 

The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  good,  and  although  epidemics  have  pre- 
Tailed  to  a  considerable  extent  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  we  have  been  entirely  exempt 
therefrom.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners  that  have  b«en  in  the  house  during  the 
year  was  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  the  number  of  deaths  thirteen,  gives  a 
per  centage  of  2.61  on  the  aggregate.  Tliese  deaths  have  occm-red  principalTy  from 
diseases  of  long  standing,  and  m  many  cases  introducecf  with  the  prisoners,  and,  when 
the  deplorable  condition  of  a  lai^  number  on  admission,  (partiedarfy  the  lower  order 
of  the  coloured  population,  of  which  the  proportion  is  greater  than  in  any  prison  in  the 
Union,)  is  considered,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  mortality  is  not  greater;  and 
affords  the  strongest  evidence  that  the  medical  department  has  been  candueted  with  the 
highest  order  of  professional  skiTl^  as  well  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  as  in  removing 
causes  calculated  to  produice  disease.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  to  my 
knowledge  no  prisoner  has  been  pai-doned  that  wmdd  have  been  likely  to  have  added 
to  tSie  mortality  if  they  had  renmiKied  during  tlie  Veair.  This  fact  should  always  be 
ascertained  in  examining  prison  records  of  mortality,  as  a  few  pardons,  humanely  in- 
terposed by  the  Executive,,  would  entirely  alter  the  per  centage,  and  lead  to  a  great 
error  in  comparing  the  Eaortality  of  different  prisons. 

A  plan,  by  which  the  prisoners  eould  have  the  benefit  of  warm  bathing  weekly  or 
periodically,  was  considered  by  the  late  physiciaai,  Edward  Hartshorne,  and  myself,  a 
great  des-itleratum,  both  as  to  its  moral  and  medical  eiiects  j,  but»  as  its  execution  was 
thought  by  some  to  be  liable  to  possible  difficulties  ia  maintaining  the  system  of  sepa- 
rate conftnemeat,  it  was  dela.yed  until  the  last  year,  when  the-  good  effects  that  would 
result  thecefmra^  being  strongly  urged  by  the  present  physician,,  (with  the  approval  of 
the  board,)  the  plan  was  put  into  operation,  and  the  results  have  been  m«ist  satisfactory. 
The  mode  adopted  is  attended  with  but  little  expense,  and  is  as  follows :  The  daily 
escape  steam  from  the  steam  engine  is  passed  into  a  tank  containing  about  eighty 
hogsheads  of  water,  which  thei-eby  is  niaiiatairsed  at  a  temperature  of  about  90° ;  ten 
separate  cells,  each  having  a  bath^  receive  »he  ps-isoners  tliat  are  brought  separately  by 
their  overseers,  and  are  allowed  fifteen  minutes  for  bathing;  soap,  fresh  water,,  and  a. 
dry  towel  being  furnished  to  each.  By  this  meajis  forty  can  be  bathed  per  hour,,  with- 
out any  iafi-iagenieint  of  the  separate  system  ;  an  officer  walking  iji  front  of  the  grated 
doors  of  the  bathing  cells  effectuall^r  preventing  any  possibility  of  communication. 

The  physician*  hass  availed  himself  of  the  power  granted  him  by  law,,  of  req.uiring  me 
to  employ  separately  the  invalid  prisoners,  inj  the  cvdtivation  of  the  large  yards  betweerb 
the  blocks.  A  careful  officer,  skilletl  in  hjorticulture,  has  superintendetl  those  so  em- 
ployed, taking  special  care  tliat  no  two  should  approadi  o<  recognise  eacli  other.  The 
yards  being  divided  by  the  buildings,  makes  this  task  easy,  and  the  prisoner  being; 
aware  thai)  the-  privilege,  so'  highly  valued,,  would  be  lost  by  violating  tJie  rule,,  has  no 
inducement  thereto.  This  plan  ia  not  only  humane,  but  important  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  botli  in  restoring  health  and  maldng  those  productive  wlie-  weae  former- 
ly the  contrary. 

Six  gardens  are  cultivnteil  in  this  manner,  whidi,  d'liring  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
can  furrrish  under  the  physician's  orders  separate  employment  for  twelve  invalids  half 
a  day  each.  The  prodiice  of  this  labor  has  been  valuable  in  the  support,  and  condu- 
cive to  preserving  the  health  of  the  well  prisoners.  Between  four  and  five  hundred 
bushels  of  tomatoes  were  one  of  the  m;iny  descriptions  of  vegetables  furnished  during 
tlie  last  sea&OLU. 
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The  practice  of  furnishing  lights  to  the  prisoners  until  nine,  P.  M,,  during  the  win- 
ter season,  has  been  more  generally  adopted  than  formerly,  it  being  found  that  there 
are  few  but  can  be  safely  trusted  with  them,  and  that  all  by  their  labor  during  the 
evening  can  defray  the  expense.  By  the  Auburn  system,  the  prisoners  working  in 
mass,  cannot  remain  out  of  their  small  dormitories  after  dusk,  nor  be  re-admitted  to 
their  workshops  until  daylight.  Fourteen  hours  are  thus  necessarily  passed  in  dark- 
ness and  idleness,  unprofitable  both  to  body  and  mind.  Our  prisoners,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  ample  time  to  finish  their  tasks,  or  to  spend  in  reading  or  exercise  ;  four 
hours  each  day  being  gained,  leaving  from  nine,  P.  M.  until  seven,  A.  M.,  more 
time  than  is  necessary  for  sleep.  Increased  attention  has  been  given  to  the  instruction 
of  the  convicts  who  were  uneducated,  and  I  now  can  confidently  report  that  no  pri- 
soner of  common  capacity,  who  has  one  year  or  more  to  pass  in  this  prison,  need  o-q 
out  Avithout  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  reading  and  writing. 

It  may  be  supposed  by  those  unacquainted  with  the  working  of  the  system  of  sepa- 
rate confinement,  that  this  can  only  be  effected  by  appropriating  time  that  ought  to  be 
devoted  by  the  convict  to  labor  for  his  support.  This  is  not  the  case  5  the  industrious 
prisoner  devotes  all  his  energy  to  accomplish  his  allotted  work,  so  as  to  relieve  his 
mind  by  study,  and  having  nothing  to  distract  his  attention,  makes  the  most  rapid 
progress.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  with  pleasure  the  pride  and  exultation  a  convict 
has  evinced  on  handing  out  his  first  letter  written  to  his  parents  or  relations,  as  a  proof 
of  his  having  attained  that  art  in  prison.  Forty-seven  prisoners  that  were  totally  or 
almost  uneducated,  are  now  making  improvement. 

Religious  and  moral  instruction  has  been  increasingly  dispensed  among  the  prisoners ; 
the  moral  instructor  has  devoted  himself  assiduously  thereto,  and  has  been  assisted  by 
several  clergymen  of  different  denominations,  who  have  volunteered  their  aid,  among 
whom  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crawford  has  officiated  every  Sunday  (with  few  exceptions)  in 
one  block  containing  nearly  one  hundred  prisoners.  Under  his  care  these  convicts 
have  improved  much  in  singing,  which  is  a  part  of  the  devotion ;  and  during  the  exer- 
cise, there  has  been  no  attempt  at  communication  between  them.  I  confidently  assert 
this — as  if  such  attempts  were  made,  detection  would  be  almost  certain — two  officers 
with  woollen  socks  are  passing  constantly  in  front  of  the  cells  during  the  service.  I 
am  more  particular  in  this  notice,  as  I  hope  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  board  to  its 
extension,  as  in  my  opinion,  the  effects  are  calculated  to  produce  a  solemnizing  influ- 
ence on  the  mind,  and  prepare  it  to  receive  the  truths  of  the  Gospel.  The  power  of 
joining  in  church  music  (though  attained  in  a  prison)  might  induce  some  to  attend  a 
place  of  worship  after  liberation. 

In  aid  of  the  great  objects  of  religious  and  moral  instruction,  the  prisoners  have  re- 
ceived the  visits  of  the  visiting  inspectors  twice  each  week;  of  a  committee  of  the 
society  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of  public  prisons ;  the  committee  of  the  German 
society  to  the  Germans ;  the  Reverend  Mr.  RafTerty  to  the  Catholics ;  and  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Michaelbach  to  the  Jews  5  and  the  female  prisoners  are  visited  and  instructed 
weekly  by  some  benevolent  ladies  interested  for  a  series  of  years  in  prison  reform. 

The  sheriffs  from  the  interior  visit  those  from  their  respective  counties  on  bringing 
down  new  prisoners ;  the  other  official  visiters  have  been  frequent  in  attendance. 

In  consequence  of  there  being  no  State  Lunatic  Hospital  for  the  poor,  many  idiots, 
epileptics  and  insane,  entirely  unfit  for  our  discipline,  continue  to  be  sent  to  this  prison. 
It  is  impossible  to  give  proper  accommodation  in  their  separate  cells  to  this  class,  and 
each  year  they  continue,  confirms  their  malady,  causing  a  heavy  charge  against  the 
counties  :  Avhilst  here,  materially  affecting  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  rendering 
them  most  probably  a  charge  on  the  public  for  life. 

All  the  officers  of  the  prison  under  my  charge  have  conducted  themselves  with  fidelity 
to  the  trusts  committed  to  them,  and  with  humanity  to  the  prisoners ;  whilst  the  latter, 
with  few  exceptions  have  evinced  a  quiet,  orderly  deportment,  and  have  been  as  cheer- 
ful and  contented  as  could  be  expected  under  the  privation  of  liberty. 

On  the  first  day  of  this  year,  (1845,)  there  were  three  hundred  and  forty  prisoners 
in  confinement  J  of  whom  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  were  white,  and  one  hundred 
and  six  coloured,  being  in  the  whole  nineteen  less  than  at  the  corresponding  period  of 
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last  year;  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  were  received  during  the  year  1844,  being 
eighteen  less  than  in  1843 ;  ninety-eight  were  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence ; 
forty-six  by  pardon,  viz  :  thirty -nine  whites,  and  seven  coloured;  and  thirteen  died,  of 
whom  six  were  white,  and  seven  coloured ;  the  average  number  of  prisoners  for  the 
year  was  three  hundred  and  sixty. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  prisoners  received  during  the  year — there  were 

natives  of 

-       11 

2 

1 

8 
1 

2 


Pennsylvania, 

New  Jersey, 

Delaware, 

New  York, 

Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, 

Maryland, 


72 

Ireland, 

7 

England, 

4 

Scotland, 

12 

Germany, 

2 

France, 

3 

Poland, 

13 

138 


Convicted  of  the  folloiving  crimes : 


Larceny, 

65 

Arson,       -         -         - 

- 

2 

Burglary,  ----- 

19 

Perjury,     - 

- 

2 

Horse  stealing,  -         -         -         - 

8 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

- 

2 

Forgery,    --.--- 

4 

Ass't.  and  batt.,  int.  to  commit 

rape,     1 

Manslaughter,    -         -         -         - 

9 

Malicious  mischief. 

- 

3 

Passing  counterfeit  money,  - 

4 

Bigamy,    - 

- 

2 

Murder  in  second  degree,     - 

3 

Disorderly  house, 

- 

1 

Robbery, 

2 

Conspiracy, 

- 

7 

Rape,        ----- 

1 

Burglary  and  larceny. 

- 

1 

Obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences. 

2 

138 

Education. 

Relations. 

Read  and  write, 

Read  only. 

Could  not  read  or  write, 


72 
33 
33 


Unmarried, 

Married,    -         -         - 

Widows  and  widowers, 


138 


85 
45 

8 

138 


Under  20  years  of  age, 
From  20  to  30,  - 
From  30  to  40,  - 


Ages. 
18         From  40  to  50, 


72 

27 


From  50  to  60,  - 
From  60  to  70,  - 


15 
4 
2 


138 


Habits. 
Drank  to  intoxication. 
Moderate  drinkers, 
Sober,       -        .        . 


65 
58 
15 


138 


Colour. 


White  males, 
"     females,     - 

Coloured  males,  - 
"        females. 


99 

7 


27 
5 


106 


32 


138 
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TTieir  sentences  as  follows : 


year, 

year,  3  moi\ths, 
'  "     6       " 
years,    - 
years,  3  months, 

"       6       '^ 
((        7         a 

years,    - 
years,  6  months. 


20 

4  years,     - 

5 

8 

5  years,     - 

6  "         -         - 

29 

7       44             .            . 

1 

7  years,  6  months, 

3 
1 

9  years,    - 
10     " 

35 

12     " 

2 

11 

13 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 


138 


Bound  and  served  till  21  years  of  age, 
Bound,  and  left  then-  masters  before  21, 
Never  bound,    -         -         -         -         • 


13 

29 
96 

138 


Number  of  convictions. 

First  convictions  to  this  penitentiary,  -  -  ... 

Second  convictions  under  the  separate  system,  _  _  .  _ 

Second  convictions  to  this  penitentiary,  of  those  who  had  been  in  other  prisons, 

previous  to  their  first  reception  here,  _  .  -  -  - 

Third  convictions  to  this  penitentiary,  of  those  who  had  been  in  other  prisons, 

previous  to  their  first  conviction  here,        ----- 
Fourth  convictions,  the  first  three  having  been  to  other  prisons. 
Fifth  convictions,  the  first  four,        -..-_-- 
Sixth  convictions,  the  former  five,    ------ 


110 
10 


4 
5 

2 
1 

138 


Total  number  of  prisoners  received  since  the  admission  of  the  first  prisoner, 
October  25th,  1829,  ------ 

Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,   -----     1230 

"         by  pardon,  ------       181 

Died, 158 

Escaped,         --.-----1 

Hanged,  (crime — murder  on  the  high  seas,)       -  ...  -  1 

Suicide,  (one  in  1832  and  one  in  1838,)  .  ....  2 

Removed  to  house  of  refuge,     ------  1 

Writ  of  error,  -___---l 

Sentence  changed,       ..  __._--l 


Leaving,  December  31,  1844, 

Viz  :  White  males,     - 
do.     females,  - 

Coloured  males, 
do.      females. 


224 
10 

96 
10 
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106 


1916 


1576 


340 


340 
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Ages. 

Under  20  years  of  age, 

- 

- 

232 

From  50  to  60,  - 

-      71 

From  20  to  30,  - 

- 

- 

966 

"    60  to  70,  - 

-       25 

"    30  to  40,  - 

- 

- 

419 

«'    70  to  80,  - 

7 

"    40  to  50,  - 

" 

" 

196 

Total,        -         -         .         - 

1916 

Education. 

Habits. 

Read  and  write, 

_ 

_ 

945 

Drank  to  intoxication. 

-     1210 

Read  only. 

- 

- 

447 

Moderate  drinkers,     - 

-       386 

Could  not  read  or  write. 

" 

~ 

524 

Sober,      -         -         -         - 
Uncertain,        -         _         . 

-       310 
10 

Total,       - 

- 

1916 

Total,       -         ..         -         . 

1916 

Colour. 

Relations. 

White  males,     - 

- 

1214 

Unmarried,       -         _         . 

-     1171 

"      females. 

_ 

36 

Married,            .         _         . 

-       627 

1250 

Widows  and  widowers. 

-       112 

Coloured  males, 

- 

598 

Separated,         .         _         _ 

6 

"          females, 

- 

68 

Total, 


Larceny,  -  -  -  -  - 
Burglary,  -  -  -  -  - 
Horse  stealing,   -         -         -         - 

Forgery, 

Robbery,  -         -         -         -         - 
Manslaughter,     -         -         -         - 
Passing  counterfeit  money,  - 
Murder,  second  degree. 
Rape,        -         _         -         -         . 
Arson,        -         _         -         -         - 
Fraudulent  insolvency. 
Horse  stealing  and  forgery,  - 
Engraving  a  bank  note  plate. 
Conspiracy  to  break  prison. 
Attempt  to  rob  and  burglary, 
Poisoning,  _         _         .         . 

Stealing  a  letter  from  the  mail, 
Murder  on  the  high  seas, 
Misdemeanor,     -         _         -         . 
Attempt  to  poison, 
Arson  and  larceny, 
Assault  and  battery. 
Horse  stealing  and  larceny,  - 

Perjury, 

Sending  a  challenge  to  fight,  &c.. 
Receiving  stolen  goods, 
Stealinjr  the  mail, 


■  666 
1916 


Total, 


1916 


Crimes. 

988  Assault  and  battery,  intent  to  kill, 

244  Assault  and  battery,  intent  to  rape, 

136  Opening  and  embezzling  the  mail, 

77  SeUing  counterfeit  money,    - 

51  Felony,     -         -         -         .         - 

48  Subornation  of  perjury, 

63  Unnatural  crime,  _         .         _ 

45  Concealing  death  of  bastard  child, 

23  Riot, 

23  Asst.  &  bat.  int.  to  produce  abort'n, 

1  Robbing  the  United  States'  mail, 

1  Malicious  mischief,      -         -         - 

1  Larceny  and  breaking  prison, 

2  Bigamy,     -         -         -         -         - 

3  Cheating  by  false  pretences, 

1  Attempt  at  burglary,    -         -         - 

3  Conspiracy  to  defraud, 

1  Riot  and  asst.  and  bat.  int.  to  kill, 

8  Disorderly  and  bawdy  house, 

1  Putting  obstructions  on  railroad,    - 

1  Conspiracy,        .         -         -         - 

4  Counterfeiting,  -  -  -  - 
19  Smuggling,  .  _  -  - 
10  Accessary  to  burning  bridges, 

1  Burglary  and  larceny, 

13  Obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences, 
1 

Total,    -        -        -        - 


33 

2 


5 
2 

8 
2 
1 
2 
6 
3 
2 

21 
1 
1 
2 

22 
2 

1916 


EASTERN  PENITENTIARY. 


237 


First  convictions 

Second 

(( 

Second 

a 

Second 

a 

Third 

a 

Third 

it 

Third 

li 

Fourth 

n 

Fifth 

n 

Sixth 

a 

Seventh 

a 

Ninth 

i( 

Number  of  Convictions. 

to  this  penitentiary,  .  _  .  -  - 

under  the  separate  system,  .  _  _  . 

to  this  penitentiary  of  those  who  had  been  in  other  prisons 

previous  to  their  first  reception  here,      -  -  - 

of  those  who  are  here  for  the  tirst  titne,  but  have  been  once 

before  in  some  other  prison,       .  ..  -  _ 

under  the  separate  system,  ...... 

to  this  penitentiary  of  those  who  had  been  in  other  prisons 

previous  to  their  first  reception  here, 
those  who  are  here  for  the  first  time,  but  have  been  twice 

before  in  other  prisons,  .  -  .  _ 

the  first  three  having  been  to  other  prisons, 
the  first  four  "  '• 

the  former  five         "  " 

the  former  six  "  " 

the  former  eio-ht       "  " 


1360 

76 

103 

163 
4 

18 

104 

52 

18 

15 

1 

2 


Total, 


1916 


Natives  of 


Pennsylvania,     - 
New  Jersey, 

-  909 

-  134 

Ireland, 
England,    - 

Delaware, 

-     118 

Scotland,  - 

New  York, 

-     135 

France, 

Maryland, 
Connecticut, 

-  138 

-  33 

Germany, 
Holland,    - 

Virginia, 

-       30 

Switzerland, 

Massachusetts,    - 

-       21 

Netherlands, 

South  Carolina,  - 

7 

Denmark, 

North  Carolina,  - 

2 

Sweden,    - 

Ohio, 
Tennessee, 

5 
1 

Italy, 
Belgium,   - 

Kentucky, 
Rhode  Island,     - 

2 

6 

Canada,     - 
West  Indies, 

Vermont,  -         -         - 

3 

Africa, 

Maine,       -         -         . 
New  Hampshire, 

4 
6 

Spain, 

South  America, 

Mississippi, 

2 

Poland, 

Louisiana, 

2 

Russia, 

Alabama, 

1 

Turkey,     - 

District  of  Columbia,  - 

-       13 

Nova  Scotia, 

Indiana,     - 

1 

Prussia, 
Unknown, 

153 
56 
8 
11 
77 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
5 
10 
I 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Total, 


1916 


Bound  and  served  till  21  years  of  age. 
Bound  and  left  their  masters  before  21, 
Never  bound,         ... 


Total, 


1916 


GEORGE  THOMPSON, 
Warden  E. 


S.  P. 
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PHYSICIANS'    REPORTS. 

To  the  Inspeclors  of  the  E.  S.  Pcnilentiary : 

Gentlemex: — At  the  close  of  the  drst  half  of  the  year  1844,  considerations  having 
no  relation  whatever  to  the  affairs  of  the  penitentiary,  induced  me  to  resign  the  medical 
charge  of  that  institution,  and  thus  to  terminate  the  very  interesting  investigation  in 
which  I  had  been  constantly  engaged  during  fifteen  months. 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  on  that  occasion,  by  the  visiting  inspectors 
and  the  warden.  I  propose  to  submit  to  you,  in  the  form  of  a  serai-annual  report,  a 
short,  and,  unfortunately,  a  very  imperfect  account  of  my  six  months  further  expe- 
rience. 

Incessant  and  absorbing  occupation,  for  the  most  part  of  an  -entirely  different  charac- 
ter, has  allowed  rae  no  opportunity  since  the  termination  of  my  official  duties,  to  give 
to  the  preparation  of  a  second  report  that  consideration  which  the  gravity  of  the  subject 
so  urgently  demands.  It  is  true,  that  a  good  deal  of  instructive  and  encouraging  inter- 
course with  some  of  the  most  able  and  experienced  European  writers  on  the  subject  of 
penitentiary  reform,  the  inspection  of  some  of  the  best  conducted  European  penal  insti- 
tutions, and  the  view  of  large  numbers  of  convicts  under  various  conditions,  and  in 
different  pkices,  have  enabled  me  to  speak  more  confidently  of  my  own  experience. 
But  I  am  more  anxious  to  dwell  upon  undoubted  facts,  than  to  occupy  attention  with 
general  assertions.  It  is,  therefore,  with  great  regret  that  I  have  been  compelled,  by 
want  of  time  and  sufficient  opportunity,  to  forego  my  orighial  intention  of  engaging  in 
a  more  extended  analysis  of  the  positive  results  on  record,  and  especially  of  those  in- 
volving the  question  of  mortality. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  of  a  continued  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the 
establishment,  as  exhibited  in  the  much  smaller  number  of  sick  under  regular  treatment, 
than  during  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  This  improvement  is  shown  not 
only  by  the  marked  (Uminution  of  complaints  and  the  more  healthy  aspect  of  the 
prisoners,  but  in  the  much  smaller  amount  of  medicine  consumed,  as  proved  by  the  pre- 
scription book  and  the  account  of  the  apothecary. 

An  increased  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  physician  with  the  individual  convicts,  as 
well  as  with  the  arts  of  their  class,  has  rendered  imposition  more  difficult  and  conse- 
quently more  rare,  than  it  was  during  the  earlier  portion  of  his  residence  among  them. 
Much  is  due,  moreover,  to  a  greater  circumspection  exercised  in  the  regulation  of  the 
diet  generally  and  in  particular  cases,  as  well  as  to  a  more  intelligent  attention  paid  to 
the  proper  physical  condition  of  the  inmates  in  regard  to  temperature,  cleanliness, 
exercise,  and  suitable  employment. 

The  diet  of  the  prisoners  is  decidedly  a  full  one,  and  as  the  convicts  are  in  general  eager 
for  the  largest  rations  their  keepers  can  allow  them,  more  mischief  must  be  apprehend- 
ed from  excess  than  from  any  other  fault.  Accordingly,  a  greater  restriction  in  the 
allowance  of  meat  and  soup  has  been  found  advisable  during  the  oppressive  heat  of 
summer.  Mutton,  with  its  mdder  broth,  and  bacon  without  any  alternate,  successively, 
with  the  ordinary  fresh  beef  and  the  soup  of  the  last  mentioned,  is  rendered  more  nutri- 
tious and  less  irritating  to  the  bowels  by  the  free  addition  of  okra.  rice,  and  other 
mucilaginous  vegetables.  At  night,  also,  tea,  cocoa,  or  AVcak  coffee,  with  a  small  ration 
of  bread,  are  substituted  for  the  Indian  meal  porridge  and  molasses  which  make  their 
supper  during  three-fourths  of  the  year. 

The  cullivatcd  grounds  between  the  blocks  and  around  the  main  wall  produce  ample 
supplies  of  a  variety  of  green  vegetables,  which  are  liberally  furnished  with  the  potatoes 
or  rice  in  the  daily  mess.  Large  quantities  of  tomatoes,  onions,  lettuce  and  cabbage, 
are  distributed,  uncooked,  from  time  to  time  among  the  men,  and  with  the  vinegar, 
salt,  and  pepper,  for  every  cell,  afl!brd  refreshing  salads,  which,  to  say  the  least,  must 
abundandy  protect  the  prisoner  from  the  inroads  of  the  scurvy.  Vegetables  of  this 
description,  as  well  as  ffowcrs,  are  also  reared  by  many  of  the  convicts  themselves 
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in  tlieir  airing  yards,  and  are  thus  made  the  instruments  o(  productive  and  very 
interesting  amusements. 

In  consequence  of  a  simple,  but  important  alteration  directed  by  the  warden,  the  old 
furnaces,  Avhich  formerly  gave  great  trouble  by  their  occasional  inefficiency,  were 
managed  last  winter  with  gratifying  success.  The  temperature  was  so  much  improved 
in  the  greater  number  of  the  cells,  as  lo  allow  their  occupants  to  enjoy  a  summer  ven- 
tilation by  leaving  the  sky-light  always  more  or  less  open  to  the  air. 

Another  valuable  improvement,  introduced  by  Mr.  Thompson,  is  the  substitution,  in 
several  of  the  blocks,  of  solid  and  water- proof  composition  floors,  at  a  greater  distance 
from  the  ground,  in  place  of  the  old  and  low  plank  floors,  so  many  of  which  have  been 
and  still  remain  constantly  damp  and  offensive  from  decay.  'J'he  new  floors  are 
durable,  easily  constructed,  and  not  offensive ;  and,  from  iheir  impenetrability,  can 
absorb  no  moisture  or  effluvia.  Their  greatest  advantage,  however,  consists  in  tlie 
elevation  of  their  surface  above  the  hot  water  pipes,  so  tliat  the  latter  can  be  shut 
entirely  out  of  reach  in  a  sort  of  trough,  by  which  they  pass  from  one  side  to  the  other 
in  the  lowest  part  of  the  cell.  This  trough  communicates,  by  means  of  the  old  flue, 
with  the  outer  air,  and  is  covered  in  with  perforated  iron  plates,  through  which  a  cur- 
rent of  warm  fresh  air  is  constantly  flowing  into  the  cell  above.  In  this  manner  has 
been  secured  to  the  prisoner  a  hot  air  chamber,  and  ventilating  system  of  the  best  kind. 
On  every  account,  therefore,  the  new  floors  are  preferable  to  the  old,  and  if  covered 
with  coarse  carpeting,  or  with  what  is  better,  a  layer  of  thin  boards  thoroughly  satu- 
rated with  linseed  oil,  would  admirably  attain  the  end  desired. 

The  opportunity  was  taken  also  by  the  warden,  during  the  progress  of  these  neces- 
sary repairs,  still  further  to  secure  the  purity  of  the  air  in  the  improved  cells,  by  the 
introduction  of  an  outer  cylinder  enclosing  the  water  bucket,  and  provided  with  an  air 
tight  lid,  and  a  small  air  tube,  by  which  all  unwholesome  exhalations  should  be  carried 
off*  through  the  flue  in  the  upper  part  of  the  arch  above. 

The  practice  of  exposing  the  bed  clothes  to  the  sun  and  air  in  the  airing  yards,  as 
recommended  in  the  monthly  reports,  has  been  occasionally  observed  when  the  weather 
would  admit.  It  is  so  useful  in  itself,  as  a  hygeianic  measure,  that  a  great  benefit  would 
be  conferred  upon  the  whole  population  of  the  place  by  the  construction  of  large  drying 
rooms,  in  which  all  the  clothing  of  the  house  could  be  fumigated,  or  at  least  well  aired 
at  stated  periods,  without  reference  to  the  weather. 

Regular  exercise,  out  of  the  cells,  for  at  least  an  hour  a  day  ought  to  be,  and  I 
believe  is,  regarded  as  an  indispensable  part  of  the  penitentiary  discipline  adopted 
here.  Sufficient  recreation  of  this  kind,  however,  is  provided  for  the  men  in  the  small 
yards  communicating  with  their  cells.  But  the  female  prisoners  enjoy  no  such  good 
fortune,  since  their  position  on  the  second  floor  obliges  them  to  submit  to  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  double  cell  instead  of  an  uncovered  area.  The  remedy  for  this  is  compara- 
tively easy,  and  I  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  long  contemplated 
arrangement  of  a  portion  of  the  block  for  the  females  upon  the  ground  floor,  will  be  put 
into  operation. 

Every  cell  is  furnished  with  a  tub,  a  wash-bowl,  soap,  towels,  and  an  unlimited 
supply  of  water  for  every  purpose,  but  that  of  bathing  the  whole  body.  You  are 
aware  that  the  plan  of  using  portable  bath  tubs  in  summer,  and  permanent  bathing 
places  for  each  during  the  winter,  has  been  for  some  time  a  matter  of  consideration.  I 
trust  that  it  has  already,  under  the  active  direction  of  Mr.  Thompson,  been  fully 
introduced. 

"We  have  continued  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  provision  of  the  laws  which  sanctions 
the  exercise  and  restricted  employment  of  individual  invalids  in  the  open  yard.  Twenty- 
tlirce  white  and  six  coloured  have  thus  been  exercised  occasionally,  and  the  most  of 
these  having  soon  recovered  their  health,  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  but  for  a  short 
time.  The  practice,  therefore,  although  more  than  ever  resorted  to,  cannot  be  regarded 
as  producing  a  material  influence  of  any  kind  upon  the  mass;  or  as  constituting  a  posi- 
tive modification  of  the  kind  of  discipline  professed  to  be  maintained.  It  has  so  hap- 
pened that  the  number  of  negroes  who  had  thus  been  taken  out  of  their  cells,   is 
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considerably  smaller  in  proportion  tlian  that  of  the  whites,  simply  because  there  were 
fewer  persons  requirins;  it  among  the  former. 

No  difference  of  treatment  in  any  respect  has  been  permitted  merely  on  account  of 
colour,  notwithstanding  the  hypothetical  opinion  lately  broached,  that  separate  confme- 
ment  is  especially  injurious  to  the  African  race.  If,  therefore,  the  results  of  the  present 
year  shall  seem  to  be  like  those  of  the  last,  somewhat  less  in  favor  of  this  theory,  it 
cannot  be  on  account  of  any  general  mitigation  of  the  individual  imprisonment.  Such 
an  abandonment  of  the  discipline  directed  by  the  law,  and  quietly  enforced  for  Irfteen 
years  without  a  suspicion  of  its  destructive  tendency,  could  not  be  justified  without  far 
more  conclusive  evidence  than  has  yet  been  given,  to  prove  the  existence  of  this  very 
doubtful  influence. 

Of  the  prisoners  admitted  since  January  1st,  1844,  there  have  entered  in  good 
health  thirty-two  whites  and  eleven  coloured ;  in  all  forty -three. 

The  same  varieties  of  disease  have  presented  themselves  as  were  observed  last  year. 
The  acute  cases  were  for  the  most  part  tractable  in  character,  and  the  chronic  affec- 
tions were  generally  those  of  depraved  subjects,  and  the  result  of  irregular  and  dissipated 
habits. 

Three  instances  of  tubercular  disease  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  half  year, 
but  this  number,  considering  the  character  of  the  population,  must  be  considered  as 
comparatively  small. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  on  the  sick  list,  since  January  1st,  1844,  is  seventy- 
three  white  and  thirty-eight  coloured.  Many  of  these  were  second  and  third  attacks 
in  the  same  individual,  so  that  as  usual  there  has  been  a  larger  number  of  cases  than  of 
patients.  Making  this  distinction,  we  find,  on  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  convicts,  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  whites  and  a  hundred  and  eighteen 
negroes  were  never  sick,  and  that  seventy-three  whites  and  thirty-eight  coloured  were 
under  treatment  once  or  oftener  in  the  course  of  the  half  year. 

The  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  May  and  June,  during  a  period  of  very 
damp  and  changeable  weather.  The  smallest  number  was  observed  in  January  and 
February,  at  a  time  when  a  great  deal  of  sickness  prevailed  out  of  the  prison  in  the  city. 
There  have  gone  out,  after  a  confinement  of  more  than  two  years,  in 

improved  health,  -  _.-  -  _  .4 

Unimpaired  health,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -       2'^ 

Impaired  or  less  perfect  health,       ------         2 

Dead,        ------...-         2 

—  30 

Two  years  and  less  in  improved  health,      -  -  -  ••  -         9 

Unimpaired  health,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -43 

Impaired  or  less  perfect  health,       ------         3 

Dead,       ---------         4 

—  59 

This  account  exhibits  the  dismissal  of  thirteen  convicts  in  better  health,  and  that  of 
five,  of  whom  one-fourth  were  coloured,  in  worse  lieallh  than  when  they  entered. 
None  were  discharged  in  decidedly  ill  health,  or  dangerously  affected  with  disease  con- 
tracted in  prison.  No  pardons  have  been  granted  on  account  of  ill  health.  Several 
of  the  prisoners  thus  set  at  liberty  had  considerably  improved  during  their  detention. 

During  the  first  four  months  of  this  year,  together  with  the  last  two  of  the  year  pre- 
ceding, there  was  not  a  single  death. 

In  the  course  of  the  month  of  May,  four  chronic  cases  of  protracted  and  incurable 
character  reached  a  fatal  termination.  Two  others  followed  them  early  in  June ;  so 
that  after  an  interval  of  six  months,  six  deaths  succeeded  each  other  in  as  many  weeks. 
This  is  the  mortality  of  the  penitentiary,  during  the  first  half  of  the  last  year,  and  of 
the  year  before,  among  a  smaller  average  population.  These  six  deaths  occurred  after 
an  average  imprisonment  of  about  twelve  months ;  three  of  them  took  place  in  wliite. 
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and  three  of  them  in  coloured  prisoners.  One  white  and  one  coloured  convict  died  of 
phthisis  ;  two  negroes  of  scrofula  ;  one  white  man  of  diseased  kidneys,  and  the  other 
of  chronic  pleurisy.  The  Hrst  in  order.  No.  1809.  was  an  old  negro,  who  died  twelve 
weeks  after  his  entrance,  of  tubercular  phthisis  of  long  standing,  and  for  which  he  had 
been  under  treatment,  in  a  public  hospital,  two  years  belbre  conviction.  The  second 
was  a  white  prisoner,  predisposed  from  birth  to  phthisis.  He  entered  the  house  in  bad 
health,  and  unusually  depressed  in  mind  ;  symptoms  of  confirmed  consumption  soon 
became  apparent,  and  he  died  within  twelve  months  of  the  date  of  his  admission.  The 
tliird.  No.  1644,  was  a  young  negro,  who  was  both  scrofulous  and  disordered  in  mind 
when  he  entered  the  prison,  although  neither  of  these  conditions  was  strongly  marked 
at  first ;  he  died  at  the  end  of  an  imprisonment  of  thirteen  months  and  two  weeks, 
after  a  lingering  illness.  The  fourth.  No.  1717,  was  a  miserable  while  vagrant,  who 
had  from  childhood  led  an  abandoned  life.  He  had  long  been  suffering  from  violent 
organic  disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  died  after  a  five  months'  imprisonment,  most  of 
which  was  spent  in  the  infirmary.  The  fifth  case  was,  that  of  a  notorious  newro 
burglar,  who  had  passed  nmch  of  liis  life  in  different  prisons,  and  had  long  been  subject 
to  scrofulous  disease.  He  died  of  scrofula,  after  an  imprisonment  of  two  years  and 
two  months,  during  the  most  of  which  time,  he  was  under  treatment  for  the  affection 
under  which  he  finally  succumbed.  The  last  case  on  the  list  was,  that  of  a  while  man 
of  previously  dissipated  habits,  and  a  good  deal  broken  down  by  repealed  attacks  of 
malignant  remittent  fever,  contracted  in  the  South  5  he  died  at  the  end  of  fifteen  months, 
and  after  some  two  months  illness  of  chronic  pleurisy.  The  period  of  time  to  which 
this  relates,  renders  it  useless  to  present  these  cases  in  tabular  form,  or  to  exhibit  the 
per  centage  of  mortality.  No  ratios  of  this  kind  can  be  of  any  great  value,  unless  taken 
for  a  series  of  years,  and  in  a  large  number  of  cases.  The  report  of  the  present  phy- 
sician will,  doubtless,  present  you  with  a  general  view,  and  with  the  usual  statements 
of  proportion,  for  the  whole  twelve  months. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  these  cases,  or  in  any  of  the  sickness  or  suffering 
presented  to  my  view,  in  the  course  of  my  additional  half  year's  residence  within  the 
walls,  that  would  justify  me  in  changing  any  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  last 
report,  respecting  the  comparatively  harmless  influence  of  separate  imprisonment  on  the 
physical  and  mental  health.  I  have  not  yet  discovered  any  disease  peculiar  to  the 
penitentiary,  or  that  could  be  attributed,  with  any  show  of  reason,  to  the  especial 
action  of  this  mode  of  confinement. 

Every  day's  experience  has  increased  my  confidence  in  the  working  of  the  system. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  comparatively  small  number,  in  so  depraved  a  population,  of 
genuine  and  severe  cases  of  disease,  not  contracted  out  of  prison,  and  the  few  instances 
of  fatal  disorder  developed  in  the  cells,  we  cannot  help  being  constantly  struck  with  the 
marked  improvement  among  many  of  the  convicts.  We  repeatedly  observe  the  benefi- 
cial effects  of  the  change  from  a  career  of  dissipation,  privation,  and  exposure,  to  one 
of  regular  and  industrious  occupation,  with  plenty  of  good  food  and  comfortable  quar- 
ters. In  this  manner  we  are  forcibly  impressed  with  the  justice  of  the  remark  made 
years  ago  by  Dr.  Bache,  in  one  of  his  reports:  "The  circumstance,  indeed,  of  being 
withdrawn  from  the  influence  of  the  severer  atmospheric  vicissitudes,  such  as  wet  and 
cold,  which  are  prolific  sources  of  disease  with  a  large  portion  of  the  community, 
would  of  itself  more  than  compensate  for  the  operation  of  any  unfavorable  causes  to 
health,  experienced  in  this  prison.  But  when  it  is  considered,  that  many  of  the  in- 
dividuals sent  to  our  prisons,  have  been  in  previous  habits  of  drunkenness  and  de- 
bauchery, the  comparative  healthfulness  of  the  confinement  and  mode  of  discipline 
must  be  apparent." 

The  cells  are  better  ventilated  than  the  great  majority  of  the  work-shops,  in  which 
the  same  classes  are  employed  at  liberty,  and  as  well  warmed  and  lighted ;  while  more 
time  is  allowed  for  rest  and  re-creation,  than  is  usually  indulged  in  by  the  industrious 
mechanic. 

With  all  his  physical  wants  properly  attended  to,  and  especially  with  sufficient  exer- 
cise in  the   open  air,  the  isolated  prisoner  suffers  no  privation  not  comiuon  to  all  well 
regulated  prisons,  except  that  of  the  sight  of  his  fellows  in  discrrace,  together  with  the 
Vol.  II.— 16  S. 
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slight  and  monotonous  change  of  scene  in  the  daily  routine  between  liis  cell,  the  chapel, 
the  mess-room,  and  the  work-shop.  We  have  then  to  enquire  what  evil  there  is  in 
this  absence  of  mute  and  degraded  society,  and  of  daily  contracted  routine,  to  justify 
the  outcry  that  has  been  made  against  it. 

It  may  be  feared  that  the  loss  even  of  this  semblance  of  society  and  its  distractions, 
tantalizincr  though  they  are.  must  increase  the  mental  suffering,  and  indirectly  act  upon 
the  body.  But  we  have  not  found  this  distress  of  mind  to  be  so  violent  and  long  con- 
tinued, as  many  would  expect;  and  we  do  not  believe  that  it  prevails  more  in  the  cells 
than  in  the  gang,  or  that  it  does  more  harm  to  the  secluded  prisoner,  proiecied  from 
the  o-aze  of  strangers  and  hardened  felons,  than  the  convict  forced  to  work  like  a 
machine  in  the  midst  of  a  croud  of  malefactors  like  himself  in  almost  every  movement. 
Another  apprehension  has  been  entertained  with  still  greater  plausibility;  it  is,  that 
the  more  constant  privacy  of  separate  confinement  may  lead  to  a  greater  prevalence  of 
a  vicious  habit,  which  has  been  made  to  bear  a  vast  deal  of  responsibility,  and  the 
deplorable  effects  of  which  have  been  paraded  time  after  time,  usque  ad  nauseam. 
So  much  uncertainty  hangs  about  every  thing  connected  with  this  revolting  subjecl, 
that  apart  from  its  unpleasant  character,  I  refer  to  it  with  great  reluctance.  I  ^^m  not 
hesitate,  however,  from  the  fear  that  there  is  any  trudi  in  the  assertion  at  the  present 
time  ;  for  horribly  as  it  may  have  extended  its  blighting  influence  among  the  most 
degraded  here,  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  it  to  be  more  common  now  in  this  prison 
than  in  others.  The  lamentable  effects  which  are  usually  ascribed  to  it,  have  not  been 
met  with  oftener  than  ought  to  have  been  expected  in  so  large  an  assemblage  of  disso- 
lute prisoners.  Every  convict  is  duly  warned  in  relation  to  it  directly  after  his 
admission,  and  they  all  know  that  they  are  closely  watched.  In  the  majority  of 
instances  the  habit  has  been  contracted,  and  most  freely  practiced,  in  the  publicity  of 
the  county  prison,  and  if  not  learned  or  resumed  in  the  congregated  establishments,  it 
is  commenced  immediately  after  committal  to  the  cells  and  soon  abandoned.  Certain 
it  is,  that  every  penal  institution  is  cursed  with  victims  to  this  destructive  vice,  but  it 
would  be  extremely  difhciilt  to  ascertain  what  places  are  most  exempt;  since  opportu- 
nities are  sufficiently  abundant  every  where  for  indulgence  in  the  dark. 

But  the  medical  question,  the  most  vital  in  all  its  bearings,  and  the  one  by  far  the 
most  difficult  to  answer,  is  that  relating  to  the  effect  of  this  privation  of  mute  associa- 
tion and  partial  change  of  scene  upon  the  well-being  of  the  mind. 

We  feel  no  uneasiness  in  treating  the  question  of  physical  health,  because  the  results 
are  clearly  expressed  and  within  our  reach.  The  facts  are  abundant  and  positive;  they 
convince  us  and  ought  to  convince  others.  Theory,  too,  would  induce  us  to  suppose 
that  there  is  nothing  in  mere  separation  to  cause  a  large  amount  of  sickness  or  a  crreat 
mortality;  and  a  proper  analysis  of  the  facts  on  record  will  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
reasoning.  But  when  the  ever-varied  and  unfathomable  mind  becomes  the  sui  j«3t  of 
discussion,  we  feel  at  once  that  we  are  involved  in  doubts  which  only  a  prolonged  and 
faithful  study  can  enable  us  to  clear  away.  It  is  needless  to  dwell  on  the  various  em- 
barrassments that  meet  us  constantly  throughout  the  examination.  The  presence  and 
absence  of  a  healthy  state  of  mind  are  alike  hard  to  determine,  and  it  is  notoriously 
impossible,  in  many  cases,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  mental  aberration  when  the  latter 
evidently  exists. 

The  beginning  and  end  of  an  attack  of  insanity  are  generally  shrouded  in  uncertainty, 
and  the  malady  may  often  slumber,  unsuspected,  like  a  pent-up  fire,  until,  under 
the  impulse  of  some  accidental  excitement,  it  suddenly  bursts  out  flu-  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  unhappy  and  hitherto  more  fortunate  sullerer.  A  cunning  and  wary  lunatic 
may,  for  a  long  time,  maintain  the  part  of  reason  and  completely  elude  detection  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  an  intelligent  and  ready  knave  may  be  equally  successful  in 
counterfeiting  lunacy.  A  difference  of  opinion  also  may  exist  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
term  insanity,  or  in  other  words,  as  to  what  constitutes  a  positive  derangement  of  mind. 
One  medical  practitioner  might  entertain  views  which  would  lead  him  to  discover 
many  more  cases  of  mental  alienation  than  would  be  perceived  by  others,  and  conse- 
quently would  be  exposed  to  a  greater  amount  of  imposition.  Another  might  pass 
over,  or  wilfully  refuse   to   recognize  genuine  cases  of   mental  disease,  in   the  sup- 


EASTERN  PENITENTIARY.  243 

position  that  they  were  feigned  or  were  mere  ebulUtions  of  ill  temper.  These  con- 
siderations are  quite  enough  to  show,  that  the  records  of  insanity  must  be  very  uncer- 
tain elements  in  a  statistical  enquiry,  unless  drawn  up  with  the  most  scrupulous  care 
and  discrimination,  and  accompanied  with  explicit  statements  of  all  the  qualifyinij- 
circumstances.  On  this  account,  as  we  cannot  assume  the  responsibility  for  any  but 
our  own  experience,  I  have  felt  bound  to  confine  myself,  in  forming  an  opinion,  to  the 
examination  of  what  has  been  presented  to  my  own  eyes  alone. 

In  the  absence  of  detailed  accounts  of  such  examinations  carried  on  at  other  peni- 
tentiaries, or  even  in  the  community  at  large,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  satisftictory 
comparison,  between  the  results  observed  among  the  convicts  here  and  those  presented 
by  a  similar  class  of  subjects  under  the  influence  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  belono-- 
ing  to  any  other  situation.  Were  the  materials  for  such  a  comparison  within  our  reach, 
the  limited  period  to  wliich  my  own  relate  would  render  th(;m  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
induction  of  a  practical  result.  As  far  as  my  individual  opinion  is  concerned,  all  that 
I  have  seen  and  iicard  during  my  fifteen  months'  residence,  in  daily  contact  with  the 
imfortunate  subjects  of  our  observation,  has  only  increased  the  confidence  which  a 
better  understanding  of  the  question  soon  forced  upon  me,  that  the  horrors  of  seclusion 
as  practiced  in  the  separate  cells,  and  compared  to  the  modified  separation  of  the  silent 
system,  were  altogedier  imaginary,  and  that  the  fears  in  respect  to  the  effects  upon  the 
reason  were  equally  groundless. 

Certain  it  is.  that  more  than  one  instance  has  been  presented  to  me  where  the  moral 
and  reasoning  faculties,  in  short,  the  whole  tone  of  mind  had  been  decidedly  improved 
under  the  chastening  influence  of  a  quiet  and  industrious  seclusion  from  the  haunts  of 
vice,  varied  only  by  purifying  intercourse,  instructive  books,  and  respectable  associates. 

But,  in  thus  expressing,  in  general  terms,  the  conclusion  to  which  we  have  at  length 
arrived,  we  necessarily  assume  a  negative  position.  To  sustain  this  with  an  adequate 
array  of  facts,  requires  a  series  of  observations  extending  over  a  period,  at  least,  equal 
to  tlie  average  duration  of  separate  imprisonment  under  the  existing  laws.  In  the 
absence  of  such  data,  therefore.  I  iuusl  content  myself  with  the  simple  statement  of 
the  impression  derived  from  a  familiarity  with  the  characters  and  circumstances  of  a 
large  number  of  prisoners,  during  a  shorter  space  of  time,  and  shall  conclude  the  pre- 
sent account  with  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  cases  of  insanity  with  which  we  have 
had  to  do  since  the  date  of  the  last  report.  As  usual,  we  have  received  some  prisoners 
in  a  state  of  mental  derangement,  strongly  marked  at  the  time  of  their  admission,  and 
some  others  who  had  been  previously  insane,  or  were  at  the  time  on  the  verge  of  in- 
sanity. Others  again  have  exhibited  so  low  a  grade  of  intellect,  as  to  be  but  one  degree 
above  imbecility,  while  two  or  three  were  perfect  idiots. 

Of  the  nine  prisoners  admitted  more  or  less  insane,  there  were  eight  white  and  one 
coloured. 

The  new  cases  under  treatment  since  .fanuary  1st.  1844,  were  No.  1690  and  1862  ; 
the  first,  a  mulatto  female  of  excellent  education,  and  previously  respectable  wife  of  a 
negro  clergyman,  who  becaine  involved  in  a  larceny  through  the  arts  of  a  companion, 
to  whose  bad  character  she  professed  to  be  a  stranger.  She  entered  the  prison  very 
much  depressed  in  spirits,  continued  always  silent  and  repininir,  complaining  alwa3-s  of 
headache  and  inability  to  sleep.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  she  began  to  manifest 
more  marked  symptoms  of  derangement,  which  increased  in  violence  for  a  while,  but 
have  now  almost  entirely  subsided. 

The  second  was  a  young  negro  girl,  admitted  for  the  first  time  only  a  few  days  be- 
fore my  departure.  She  was  carried  into  the  prison  in  a  state  of  insensibility  from 
hysterical  convulsions,  and  at  once  presented  all  the  symptoms  of  a  recent  case  of  hys- 
terical mania,  from  which  she  had  not  recovered  when  I  left  her  in  the  charge  of  Dr. 
Given. 

We  havQ|had,  therefore,  presented  to  us  in  the  course  of  the  half  year,  two  cases, 
neither  of  which  can  be  attributed  to  the  operation  of  the  discipline,  since  both  were 
alTected  in  their  minds  at  the  time  of  their  entrance,  and  probably  were  indebted  to  the 
mortifications  and  anxieties  of  the  trial,  and  the  peculiar  hardships  of  their  conviction, 
for  the  painful  state  of  mind  into  which  they  had  been  thrown.      Were  we  disposed  to 
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attach  any  value  to  the  results  of  half  a  year,  or  of  any  thing  less  than  a  succession  of 
years,  we  should  say  that,  considering  the  many  powerful  causes  of  insanity  always 
existing  in  a  penal  institution,  without  reference  to  the  kind  of  discipline,  the  occupants 
have  thus  far  in  the  year  enjoyed  a  remarkahle  exemption  from  such  calamities. 

I  have,  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  confirmed  lunatics  under  sentence  in  the 
penitentiary,  no  new  suggestions  to  offer,  except  to  say,  in  a  few  words,  that  they  re- 
quire more  indulgence  as  to  conduct,  and  a  greater  attention  to  the  nature  of  their 
occupations — more  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and,  in  a  word,  as  much  variety  of  scene 
as  ihe  principles  of  the  separate  system  will  a  low. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  once  more  to  express  the  regret,  that  circumstances  beyond 
my  control  have  prevented  me  from  devoting  as  much  time  as  I  earnestly  desired  to 
spend  upon  my  final  report,  so  as  to  make  it  more  worthy  of  your  consideration;  and 
more  useful  to  all  who  are  interested  in  an  enquiry,  so  full  of  importance  to  the  whole 
civilized  world. 

EDWARD  HARTSHORNE, 

Physician,  ^c. 

Decemoer,  1844.  I 


To  the  Inspectors  of  the  E.  S.  Penitentiary: 

Gentlemen  : — The  general  health  of  ihe  institution,  for  the  past  six  months,  has 
been  quite  satisfactory ;  very  few  acute  cases  having  appeared,  and  these,  almost  with- 
out exception,  of  a  mild  character  and  short  duration. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  the  greatest  number  of  prisoners  on  the  sick  list  at  one 
time,  occurred  in  the  months  of  July  and  August.  The  diseases  most  frequent  at  that 
period,  were  those  incidental  to  the  season — diarrhoea  and  dysentery — and  of  these  (from 
information  furnished  me  by  physicians  practicing  in  the  neighborhood)  I  have  reason 
to  believe  we  were  far  from  having  our  due  proportion,  either  in  extent  or  severity. 
^This  comparative  freedom  from  bowel  complaints  during  the  summer,  I  believe  to  be 
solely  attributable  to  the  warden's  having  substituted  tea  and  coffee  in  the  evening  for 
mush,  and  for  dinner,  mutton  and  mutton  soup,  in  lieu  of  beef  and  vegetables,  which 
constitute  the  ordinary  prison  diet. 

Though  encircled  during  the  fall  by  severe  endemic,  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers, 
not  a  single  case  of  either  occurred  within  the  walls  of  the  institution;  a  rather  remarkable 
exemption,  and  one  which,  if  continued  with  many  similar  benefits,  I  would  attribute 
to  the  excellent  hygeianic  regulations  either  introduced,  or  properly  enforced,  by  your 
late  physician.  Dr.  Hartshorne. 

Rheumatism,  heretofore  a  veiy  prominent  item  in  the  sick  list,  is  now  comparatively 
unknown  to  us  ;  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  full  supply  of  flannel  under-clothes  furnished 
each  prisoner,  as  well  as  the  great  care  and  attention  given  by  the  warden  to  the  proper 
heating  of  the  cells. 

The  weekly  use,  by  each  prisoner,  of  the  warm  baths  now  in  operation,  will,  I  am 
certain,  contribute  still  farther  to  the  general  health  of  the  institution;  but  the  full 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  them  cannot  be  ascertained  for  some  time,  as  there  are 
diseases  now  in  progress  which  they  cannot  cure,  but  which,  in  all  probability,  they 
would  have  prevented. 

At  least  a  third  of  the  one  hundred  and  nine  cases  of  disease  recorded  were  of  a  very 
trifling  nature,  and  out  of  prison  would  not,  with  most  persons,  have  been  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  to  require  the  aid  of  a  physician. 

Four  of  the  seven  who  died  were  cases  of  admitted  disease;  and  siipposuig  a  contin- 
uance in  their  usual  irregularities,  two  of  these  at  least  would  most  probably  have  died 
much  sooner  at  large,  than  under  the  discipline  of  the  institution. 

Agreeably  to  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Hartshorne,  I  insert  the  deaths  for  the  entire  year 
in  the  following  table,  and  shall  also  present  such  general  statistics  for  the  same  time, 
as  could  not  properly  be  given  for  a  shorter  period. 
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TABULAR  VIEW  OF  THE  FATAL  CASES. 


No. 

Sex. 

> 

Health  on 
admission. 

Fatal  disease. 

Time  in  prison 

Died. 

1664 

M. 

31 

Imperfect, 

Consumption, 

1  year. 

May  12,  1844. 

1717 

M. 

22 

Imperfect, 

Diseased  kidnevs, 

9  months. 

''  31,     " 

w 

1642 

M. 

32 

Good, 

Chronic  pleurisy, 

14     " 

June  14,      " 

Is 

1570 

M. 

44 

Imperfect, 

Chr.  pericar.  &  dis.  kid. 

2  years, 

Aug.  17,     " 

1^ 

1621 

M. 

26 

Good, 

Consumption, 

2     " 

"  27,      " 

1753 

M. 

33 

Good, 

Consumption, 

10  months. 

Sep.  30,      " 

1809 

M. 

58 

Consump., 

Consumption, 

3  months. 

May  10,  1844. 

1644 

iM. 

22 

Imperfect, 

Scrofula, 

14     " 

"  27,     " 

£  i 

1528 

M. 

21 

Scrofulous, 

Scrofula, 

2     " 

June    5,     " 

3 

o 

1426 

M. 

23 

Imperfect, 

Consumption, 

3  years. 

Aug.  21,     " 

"o 

1735 

M. 

72 

Imperfect, 

Scrofulous  enteritis, 

1      " 

Sep.     7,      '* 

U 

1701 

M. 

22 

Good, 

Consumption, 

14  months. 

Oct.  18,     " 

1904 

M. 

21 

Epileptic, 

Epilepsy, 

4  weeks, 

Dec.  16,     '- 

No.  1735  was  detained  several  weeks  in  the  county  prison  after  conviction,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  and  entered  this  institution  with  well  marked  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
ease which  ultimately  proved  fatal.  In  addition  to  the  abdominal  disease  stated  as 
having  been  the  cause  of  death,  the  post  mortem  examination  revealed  tubercular 
deposition  in  tlie  lungs  and  other  viscera.  On  considering  his  advanced  age,  (72  years,) 
and  state  of  health  on  admission,  we  have  more  reason  to  feel  surprised  that  life 
was  so  l<mg  spared,  than  to  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  any  influence  peculiar  to  the 
discipline  had  the  least  share  in  producing  his  death.  No.  1570  had  long  been  an 
abandoned  debauchee,  and  from  his  own  statements,  I  have  do  doubt,  was  indebted  to 
the  care  of  the  institution  for  materially  prolonging  his  wretched  existence.  No.  142^ 
is  mentioned  in  the  very  able  report  of  Dr.  Hartshorne,  for  the  year  1843,  as  having 
been  under  treatment  for  dementia,  and  to  the  cause  there  mentioned  as  having  pro- 
duced that  disease,  together  with  imperfect  health  on  admission,  I  believe,  his  fatal 
illness  may  also  be  fairly  attributed.  The  case  of  No.  1904  requires  but  little  com- 
ment— his  disease  on  admission,  and  short  residence  with  us  before  it  proved  fatal,  are 
suflicient  to  exonerate  the  institution  from  having  any  appreciable  influence  in  produc- 
ing that  result.  The  medical  history  of  the  three  other  prisoners  who  died  during  the 
period  for  which  I  report,  shows  them  to  have  entered  the  institution  in  good  health, 
and  without  any  apparent  pre-disposition  to  disease. 

During  the  year,  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  prisoners  have  been  confined  in  this 
institution— of  these,  three  hundred  and  forty -four  were  whites,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty-three  coloured.  Thus,  for  the  former,  the  per  centage  of  deaths  was  1.74,  and 
for  the  latter,  4.57:  or  2.61  for  the  whole. 

The  usual  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  examination  of  the  mental  and  physical 
condition  of  all  prisoners  admitted  and  discharged  within  the  half  year;  but  as  regards 
the  bodily  state,  [  fear  only  an  approximation  to  the  truth  can  be  given,  as  those  com- 
ing in  are  very  apt  either  to  conceal,  or  feign  illness,  as  they  interpret  the  motives  of  the 
examiner ;  while  those  discharged,  often  consider  the  loss  of  a  iew  pounds  of  flesh 
sufiicieut  eyideitce  <i(  disease,  though  their  feelings  in  other  respects  are  indicative  of 
perfect  feealth. 

The  fallowing  is  the  result  obtained  by  the  examination  of  the  admitted  during  the 
year : 

In  good  heal  til,  -  -  -  -  -         51  whites,      17  coloured. 

In  imperfect  health,     -  -  -  -  -         50        "         20       " 

Or,  of  the  whites  49.50  per  cent.,  and  of  the  coloured  54.05  per  cent.,  or  of  the 
whole,  50.72,  were  received  more  or  less  diseased.     Three  of  those  admitted  during 
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itiy  half  year  were  epileptic ;  and  I  may  add,  three  others  inherit  a  pre-disposition  to 
that  disease  from  their  parents. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  prisoners  discharged,  fifteen  were  in  improved, 
one  hundred  and  four  unimproved,  and  seventeen  in  impaired  health. 

A  residence  of  two  years  and  upwards,  as  assistant  physician  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  for  the  Insane,  could  not  fail  to  render  me  familiar  with  the  various  forms  of 
insanity,  and  the  causes  to  which  its  origin  is  generally  attributed  :  nevertheless,  I  deem 
an  observation  of  six  months'  quite  too  limited,  to  justify  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
on  a  matter  so  momentous,  as  the  iiijiuence  of  the  separate  system  on  the  mind.  I 
shall  therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  statement  of  the  facts  as  they  presented  themselves, 
leaving  all  deductions  until  future  study  and  experience  shall  have  enabled  me  to  draw 
them  with  greater  confidence  in  their  truth. 

Since  I  have  had  charge  of  the  medical  department,  three  cases  of  mental  alienation 
were  developed  within  the  institution;  the  first  of  which,  No.  1796,  was  notorious  for 
the  practice  of  self-abuse  5  the  second.  No.  1730,  is  the  son  of  an  insane  mother;  the 
third.  No.  1718  (a  coloured  girl)  entered  the  institution  scrofulous,  but  quite  sane,  as 
were  also  two  male  prisoners  (whites)  above  mentioned.  No.  1796  is  much  improved, 
1730  unimproved,  and  1718  is  quite  well. 

On  referring  to  the  accompanying  medical  report  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year, 
it  will  be  found,  that  nine  prisoners  were  admitted  labouring  under  some  form  of  mental 
derangement,  and  three  others  have  since  been  received  in  the  same  condition ;  making 
twelve  in  all.  No.  1860,  referred  to  by  Dr.  Hartshorne,  is  now  quite  restored;  but 
for  the  others  I  fear  there  is  no  chance  of  recovery,  so  long  as  they  remain  with  us. 
I  have  to  report  the  discharge  of  only  one  prisoner  whose  mind  became  deranged  during 
imprisonment. 

The  fact  of  twelve  individuals,  in  the  space  of  a  single  year,  having  been  branded 
with  the  opprobrious  epithets  of  prisoner  and  felon,  and  punished  for  crimes  of  which 
they  are  legally  and  morally  innocent,  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  philanthropist  Avith  dis- 
may. Yet,  so  long  as  Pennsylvania  remains  without  a  state  asylum  for  her  insane 
poor,  a  number  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  persons  must  necessarily  be  committed  to 
her  penitentiaries,  where,  I  need  not  state,  the  provisions  are  quite  inadequate  for 
their  proper  accommodation,  but  on  the  contrary,  when,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  all 
hopes  of  their  recovery  are  at  an  end;  for  however  well  qualified  prison  discipline  may 
be  for  eradicating  moral  depravity,  it  certainly  is  not  the  sphere  in  which  we  can  hope 
to  successfully  "minister  to  a  mind  diseased." 

From  the  well  known  hereditary  nature  of  insanity,  it  occurred  to  me  that  a  careful 
register  of  all  prisoners  in  whose  families  mental  disease  prevailed,  would,  in  the  course 
of  time,  throw  considerable  light  on  its  development  in  prisons,  and  would  also,  to 
some  exteut,  show  the  parallelism  of  insanity  and  crime.  Accordingly  I  directed  my 
enquiries  to  that  subject  and  found  that  ten,  (or  20.20  per  cent,  of  all,)  prisoners 
received  since  the  date  of  my  appointment,  had  insane  relations,  all  of  whom,  with 
one  exception,  were  not  farther  removed  than  aunts  or  uncles.  In  oixler  to  satisfy 
myself  that  correct  answers  were  given  to  my  enquiries,  I  made  a  re -examination  at  a; 
subsequent  period,  and  found,  without  exception,  their  second  statements  to  corroborate 
the  first. 

The  arrangements  of  the  institution  are  generally  so  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
prisoners,  that  on  their  behalf,  at  present,  I  have  only  lo  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  three  blocks  first  erected,  which,  from  the  peculiarity  of  their  con- 
struction as  regards  temperature,  ventilation  and  lights,  are  far  inferior  to  any  of  the 
others.  These  defects,  I  have  good  authority  for  stating,  could  be  remedied  at  a  com- 
paratively trifling  expense  ;  and  the  increased  facilities  for  labor  which  their  removal 
would  afford,  could  not  fail  to  render  it  a  source  of  income,  leaving  the  paramcwmt  ob- 
ject— the  health  and  comfort  of  the  prisoners — out  of  the  question.  I  am  the  more 
anxious  to  urge  these  improvements  on  your  early  consideration,  as  they  Mould  enable 
us  to  construct  a  more  suitable  infirmary  for  the  sick,  and  also  to  accommodate  the 
female  prisoners  with  cells  on  the  ground  floor,  where  they  would  have  the  same  privi- 
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lege  as  the  males  of  enjoying  daily  exercise  in  their  yards,  from   which  they  are  at 
present  unavoidalily  excluded,  on  account  of  their  residence  in  a  gallery. 

In  connection  with  the  female  prisoners,  it  is  due  to  Mrs.  Hall  to  state,  that  I  have 
observed  the  same  unwearying  attention  to  the  sick,  and  earnest  solicitude  for  the  wel- 
fare and  reformation  of  all,  that  have  so  eminently  characterized  her  long  residence  as 
matron  of  the  institution.  It  also  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  that  in  no  instance 
have  I  liad  reason  to  find  fault  with  the  overseers  for  neglecting  to  enforce  tlie  proper 
observance  of  the  hygeianic  regulations  directed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  zeal  and 
promptitude  in  carrying  out  ray  views,  in  all  matters  connected  ^^'ith  my  department, 
are  descrvin"-  of  all  praise,  and  a  guarantee  to  the  philanthropist  that  the  power  com- 
mitted to  them  will  not  be  abused,  but  exercised  in  promoting  the  physical  comfort  and 
moral  improvement  of  those  confided  to  their  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  A.   GIVEN, 
Physician  E.  S.  Penitentiary. 

January  1,  1845. 


MORAL   INSTRUCTOR'S    REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  E.  P.  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen  : — Under  the  guidance  of  a  gracious  Providence,  the  institution  over 
which  you  preside  has  been  peculiarly  favored  through  another  year.  The  same  good 
order,  industry  and  contentment  reported  heretofore  is  continued  and  in  a  state  of  pro- 
gressive improvement. 

There  has  been  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  past  year,  so  far  as  my  observation 
extends,  on  which  we  can  look  back  with  regret,  except  the  lamented  death  of  a  sub- 
ordinate officer  of  the  institution.  Brief  as  was  his  connection  with  the  penitentiary, 
his  uniform  mildness  of  disposition,  and  constant  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
secured  him  a  place  in  the  warmest  regards  of  all  wlio  were  his  associates  in  office. 

In  the  particular  sphere  of  my  own  labor,  there  are  continued  evidences  of  useful- 
ness. In  the  year  past  a  number  have  been  discharged,  in  whom  the  appearances  of 
reform  were  very  satisfactory,  and  whose  subsequent  deportment,  thus  far,  confirms 
the  good  opinion  that  was  formed  respecting  them. 

Some  of  these  were  so  entirely  correct  in  conduct,  and  consistent  in  their  profession 
during  several  years,  that  their  overseers  have  expressed  entire  confidence  in  the  sin- 
cerity and  permanence  of  their  reformation. 

Tlie  discharges,  pardons  and  deaths  of  the  year,  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  nine  could  read  and  write,  forty-two  could  read 
only,  and  of  the  whole  number  only  six  could  not  read.  Two  of  these  were  of  the 
ages  of  tifty-six  and  sixty-six  at  their  entrance ;  one  thirty-five  years  old,  said  he  was 
too  dull  to  learn,  and  after  a  year's  effort,  declined  receiving  instruction.  Two  others 
were  in  prison  a  short  time;  one  a  month  only,  the  other  nearly  a  year;  the  sixth  was 
mentally  incapable. 

Of  the  above  mentioned,  twenty-seven  learned  to  read  ;  eleven  learned  to  read  and 
write,  and  nine  learned  to  write  ;  hence  it  will  appear,  that  of  fifty-three  who  could 
not  read  and  write  at  their  entrance,  forty-seven  have  enjoyed  advantages  of  instruc- 
tion, which  may  prove  useful  to  them  hereafter. 

The  various  benevolent  associations  which  in  time  past,  have  aided  in  the  work  of 
reform,  have  generously  continued  to  supply  books,  tracts,  bibles,  &ic..;  and  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  say,  that  a  valuable  auxiHary  in  the  department  of  instruction,  has  been 
added  in  the  new  library,  presented  by  John  Bacon,  Esq.,  a  member  of  your  board. 
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The  amount  of  public  instruction  has  been  considerably  increased  during  the  past 
year.  Owing  to  the  almost  constant  aid  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Crawford,  and  the  occasional 
assistance  of  other  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  there  have  been  one  hundred  and  ninety 
sermons  and  other  addresses  delivered. 

Under  the  many  good  influences  to  which  the  inmates  have  been  subjected,  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  there  is  a  general  advancement  in  useful  knowledge ;  and  that  in 
many  cases  the  seed  sown,  will  germinate  and  produce  such  fruits,  as  will  amply  repay 
the  culture  of  christian  benevolence. 

It  is  a  peculiar  and  valuable  feature  in  the  criminal  system  of  Pennsylvania,  that 
those  who  have  incurred  a  comparatively  limited  degree  of  moral  guilt,  are  eflfectually 
separated  from  such  as  are  deeply  criminal,  both  in  a  legal  and  moral  sense.  The 
former,  left  to  his  own  reflections,  desires  no  companionship  with  the  latter  j  but  the 
first  natural  efTort  of  his  mind  is  to  recover  from  his  fall  ;  and  this  eflbrt  can  be  easily 
assisted  by  the  judicious  counsel  of  the  instructor.  Self-respect  can  be  restored,  and 
forms  a  good  basis  on  which  to  erect  reform,  where  higher  and  holier  impulses  are 
wanting.  Perhaps  it  is  owing  to  this  that  a  large  class  of  prisoners,  convicted  of  crime 
against  the  person,  are  generally  restored  to  usefulness  in  society  upon  leaving  this 
penitentiary,  who,  if  they  had  been  placed  at  once  on  a  level  with  the  burglar,  the 
forger,  and  the  thief,  and  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  the  public,  would  have  speedily  parti- 
cipated in  their  character  as  well  as  their  degradation.  The  whole  number  of  commit- 
ments is  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight ;  of  whom  seventy-seven  read  and  write  ;  thirty 
read  only,  and  thirty-one  do  not  read.  This  number  of  commitments,  viewed  in 
connection  with  the  large  population  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the 
proximity  of  a  great  city,  numbering  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand 
inhabitants,  is  very  small ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  congratulation,  that  while  in  some 
states  claiming  pre-eminence  in  mental  culture  and  moral  virtue,  there  is  one  convict  to 
twenty-seven  thousand,  and  even  to  fifteen  thousand  of  their  respective  populations, 
in  Pennsylvania,  there  is  but  one  to  every  thirty-four  thousand  inhabitants.  From 
whatever  cause  tliis  may  arise,  it  seems  to  demand  our  devout  gratitude  to  God. 

It  has  been  my  custom  to  investigate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  origin  and  causes  of 
crime,  and  the  periods  of  life  in  which  the  greatest  number  yield  to  temptation,  and  I 
have  given  the  results  from  year  to  year.  In  the  accounts  drawn  from  successive 
years,  there  is  such  a  general  agreement,  that  it  may  be  regarded  inexpedient  to  con- 
tinue their  publication  hereafter.  I  have,  therefore,  combined  the  statement  prepared 
for  the  last  year,  with  those  of  four  years  preceding,  presenling  a  view  of  the  state- 
ments of  nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  prisoners  from  whom  I  have  endeavored  to  elicit 
information  5  from  which  it  appears  there  were 

Orphans,  having  lost  both  parents  in  very  early  life, 
Had  a  father  only  in  do.  - 

Had  a  mother  only  in  do. 

Had  parents  but  were  placed  from  home  in  do. 


Professed  to  have  received  religious  instruction  in  very  early  life. 
Received  none,  _  _  _  -  _ 

Unknown,  _.-.-- 


963 


Attended  Sunday  schools. 
Did  not  attend      do. 
Unknown, 


Manufactured  or  sold  ardent  spirits. 
Lived  where  it  was  sold, 
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Drank  to  excess,  -------     435 

Occasionally  drunk,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -310 

Temperate,         -----_..     151 

Unknown,  -----..-66 

962 


Periods  in  which  a  course  of  crime  was  commenced,  according  to  the  statements  of 
prisoners,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Under  the  age  of  10  years,  -             -             -             -             -  -13 

From  10  to  15,              -  -             -             -             -             -  -       76 

"     15  to  20.              -  -             -             -             -             .  .     239 

'*     20  to  30,               -  -             -             -             -             -  .     416 

'*     30  to  40,               -  -             -             -             -             -  -     118 

**     40  to  50,               -  -              -             -             -             -  -       45 

'*     50  to  60,               -  -             -             -             -             .  -       16 

"     60  to  70  and  upwards,  ----..         9 

Unknown,           --_.__.  .39 


962 


Earliest  causes  of  crime: 

Intemperance,      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -168 

Licentiousness,    -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -182 

Propensity  or  covetousness,  ----._     349 

Temptation  of  evil  companions,    -  -  -  -  -  -144 

Passion,  revenge,  &lc.,    -  -  -  -  -  .  -57 

Gaming,  lotteries,  &c.,    -  -  -  -  -  -  -19 

Domestic  trouble,  -----..2 

Pecuniary  difficulties,      --.....         q 

Malicious  mischief,  ------.4 

Unknown,  ----..  --.40 


962 


January  \st,  1845. 


Respectfully,  &;c. 

THOMAS  LARCOMBE, 

Moral  Instructor. 
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General  Account  Expenditures  for  support^  t^-c,  of  convicts  for  the  year  ending, 

December  31,  1844. 

DR. 

Provision  : 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844,      -  -  -         $1,053  00 

Expended  during  year,         .  .  -  _         10,543  71 


Sundries  credited  to  account, 
Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 


Clothing: 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Expended  during  year. 


Sundries  credited  to  account, 
Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 


Fuel : 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844,        -  -  -  475  37 

Expended  during  year,  .  .  .  -         2,230  60 

2,705  97 
Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844,  -  -  429  66 


Incidental  expenses : 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Expended  during  year, 


Sundries  credited  to  account. 
Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 


Repair  account : 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Expended  during  year. 


Sundries  credited  to  account, 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 


$342  01 
890  43 

11,596  71 
1,232  44 

- 

1,031  21 
1,164  52 

$24  40 
1,398  87 

2,195  73 
1,423  27 

Medicines: 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844,       -  -  -  278   10 

Expended  during  year,  -  -  -  -  221  41 

499  51 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844,  -  -  244  88 


2,276  31 


254  63 


- 

1,254 

3,287 

70 
40 

$49  78 

1,488  07 

4,542 
1,537 

10 

85 

3.004  25 

- 

354 
1,302 

60 
37 

$32  22 

177  50 

1,656 
209 

97 

72 

1,447  25 
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Shoes  to  convicts ; 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844,       -  -  -  $71  00 

Expended  during  year,  .  .  .  ,  449  72 


519  72 
Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844,  -  -  65  00 


House  and  cell  furniture : 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844,  -  -         5,843  70 


$454  72 


Ten  per  cent,  on  tliis  amount  for  wear  and  tear,  -  584  37 

Manufacturing  implements : 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844,  -  -  -         3,266  78 

Ten  per  cent,  on  this  amount  for  wear  and  tear,  -  326  67 

Interest : 

For  balance  of  account,  .  .  -  -  143  24 

Salaries : 

For  amount  of  officers' salaries,  .  ,  .       12,362  67 

Less  amount  appropriated  by  commonwealth,  -         8,000  00 

4,362  67 


$23,990  84 


Note. — Incidental  expense  account  embraces  horses,  wagons,  cart,  carriage,  soap, 
oil,  candles,  brushes,  <fcc.  &;c. 
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CR. 


Weaving : 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 
Sales  and  labor  during  the  year. 


Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Materials,  &c.,  during  the  year, 


Gain  on  this  account, 
Cordwaining : 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 
Sales  during  year,   - 


Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Materials,  &c.,  during  year. 


Gain  on  this  account. 
Picking  wool,  oakum,  &c.. 

Amount  of  credit  for  picking  wool,  &c., 
Expended  on  this  account,   - 

Gain  on  this  account, 
Carpentering : 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 
Credits  for  work  done,  &c.. 


Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Materials,  &c.,  during  the  year. 


Gain  on  this  account, 
Blacksmithing  : 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 
Credits  for  work  done,  &c.. 


Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Materials,  &c.,  during  year. 


Gain  on  this  account, 
Tailoring : 

Credits  for  Uibor  done, 
Debit  of  this  account. 

Gain  on  this  account. 


" 

$513  80 
15,691  25 

-  $750  15 
3,714  00 

16,205  05 
4,464  15 

- 

$11,740  90 

5,113  97 
13,587  79 

$4,085  93 
10,595  78 

18,701  76 
14,681  71 

- 

850  34 

2  77 

4,020  05 

- 

196  52 
1,071  57 

847  57 

$155  62 

778  69 

1,268  09 
934  31 

- 

198  46 
511. 96 

333  78 

$194  08 
224  24 

710  42 
418  32 

- 

245  00 
1  25 

292  10 

- 

- 

243  75 

17,478  15 

i 
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Tinsmithing  : 

Stock  on  hand,  January  1,  1844, 
Materials,  &c.,  during  year, 


Credits  for  ware,  &;c., 

Stock  on  hand,  December  31,  1844, 


Loss  on  this  account, 

Total  gain,  - 

To  balance  account, 


" 

$53 
42 

69 
17 

$69  10 
17  25 

95 

86 

86 
35 

- 

- 

$9  51 

- 

$17,468  64 
6,522  20 

$23,990  84 
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When  and  how  dis- 

charged. 

Aug.  7,  1844.  Pardoned. 

"       9,     "     Timeout. 

"       9,     " 

"       9,     " 

"     10,     " 

"     10,     "     Died. 

"     12,     "     Timeout. 

"     19      "           " 

"    21,'     "     Died. 

"    22,     "     Timeout. 

"    22,     " 

"     23,     " 

"    24,     " 

"    27,     "     Died, 
Sep.    2,     "     Pardoned. 

"      3,     "     Timeout. 

"       8,     "     Died. 

"     U,     "     Timeout. 

"     12,     " 

"     12,     " 

"     13,     " 

"     14,     " 

"     14,     " 

"     14,     " 

"     19,     " 

"    25,     " 

"    26.     " 

No.  of  con- 
victions. 

1 

Q.  S.  Franklin, 

Do.    JiUzerne, 

Do.    licbanon, 

Do.    York, 

Do.    Franklin, 

Do.    Northampton, 
0.  T.  Cumberland, 

Do.    Lancaster, 

Do.    Lehigh, 
Q.  S.  Lancaster, 

Do.         do. 

Do.    Delaware, 

Do.    Lancaster, 
G.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Q.  S.  Franklin, 

Do.    Wayne, 
0.  T.  Bucks, 
Q.  S.       do. 

Do.        do. 

Do.    Philadelphia, 

Do.    Bucks, 
G.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Do.         do. 
Q.  S.  Bucks, 

Do.         do. 
G.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Do.         do. 
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Doc.   No.   45. 

Documents  from  the   Canal   Commissioners,  accompanying"  the 
Governor's  Message  of  the  26tli  February,  1S45, 


EE AD— February  26,  1845. 


Canal  Commissiokers'  Oftice,  7 

Harrisbiirg,  Febnairy  24thj  1845.  ^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Francis  R.  Shunk„ 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir  : — The  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  in  their  annual  report,  dated  December 
30,  1844,  refer  to  the  old  claims  for  labor  done  and  materials  furnished  on  the  several 
lines  of  canal  and  railroad,  prior  to  the  9th  of  January,  1844,  as  follows,  to  wit  : 
-'Tliere  was  also  appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  Slst  May  last,  the  sum  of  $200,000 
for  the  payment  of  old  debts  that  had  been  incurred  prior  to  the  9th  January  last.  Of 
this  sum,  there  was  drawn  out  of  the  Treasuiy^  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  disbursed^ 
$179,237  80;  and  since  its  close,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  balance.  These  debts 
are  all  paid  except  on  the  Delaware,  the  Upper  Juniata  and  the  Susquehanna  divisions. 
The  remaining  part  of  the  appropriation  is  being  disbui'sed  in  payment  of  those  that 
remain,  and  will  all  be  paid  out  in  a  few  weeks." 

"  Tliis  appropriation  was  made  on  an  estimate  furnished  by  the  Board,  on  the  re- 
ports  of  the  supen'isors  ;  but  as  they  were  generally  new  in  office^  and  had  but  little 
knowledge  of  the  previous  transactions  on  their  lines^  entire  accuracy  could  hardly  be 
expected.  Claims  have  been  made  since,  of  v/hich  they  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time 
of  making  their  reports.  This  circumstance,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  Legisla- 
ture authorized  the  payment  of  interest,  which  was  not  embraced  in  the  estimate,  will 
cause  a  small  deficiency." 

Since  the  date  of  the  above  report,  the  Board  addressed  circulars  to  the  several 
supervisors,  requiring  them  to  report  the  amount  of  these  claims  yet  outstanding,  on 
their  lines  respectively,  and  have  received  replies  thereto,  shov/ing  the  balance,  as  far 
as  they  have  come  to  their  knowledge,  to  be  $21,170  12,  and  the  amount  of  interest 
computed  iipon  them  is  $2,029  71,  making  a  total  sum  of  $23,199  83.  From  this 
latter  sum  is  to  be  deducted  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  per  act  of 
31st  May,  1844,  amounting  to  $9,123  52,  which  would  leave  the  sum  of  $14,076  31 
yet  to  be  provided  for  by  an  additional  appropriation. 

TJiere  arc  also  several  small  claims  remaining  for  labor  done,  fencing,  office  rent, 
&c.,  on  the  unfinished  North  Branch  extension,  which  accrued  prior  to  the  suspension 
of  this  work,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $1,198,  the  payment  of  which  should  be 
provided  for  by  law. 

From  the  loose  manner  in  which  the  business  had  been  conducted  on  many  of  the 
lines,  it  is  ;(hiiost  impossible  to  obtain  the  precise  nature  or  extent  of  these  old  debts. 
Throughout  the  past  season,  bills  have  been  presented  to  the  ofiicers,  of  v/hich  they 
had  no  knowledge  when  the  report  of  the  Board  of  the  20th  March  last,  was  made  to 
the  Legislature.  The  sup(>rvisors  were  instructed  by  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  em- 
brace in  their  late  reports  all  the  old  debts  on  their  respective  lines  as  fully  as  they  could 
ascertain  them,  in  order  that  there  uiighl  be  a  final  setdement  of  them  ;  and  unless  claims 
are  hereafter  made;,  that  are  not  now  known  to  exist,  the  sums  herein  estimated  will 
prove  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 
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Canal  Commissioners'  Office,  > 

Harrishurg,  February  24,  1845.  5 

To  His  Excellency,  Francis  R.  Shunk, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir  : In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  it  was  said,  that  "as 

soon  as  the  Board  can  collect  and  decide  all  the  cases  before  them,  they  will  make  a 
special  report  on  the  subject  of  damages,  with  the  view  that  provision  may  be  made 
for  their  payment."  In  "compliance  with  this  promise,  the  following  statement  relative 
to  damages,  is  respectfully  submitted  :  * 

The  last  act  of  Assembly  that  contained  a  specific  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
damages,  was  passed  on  the  30tli  of  April,  1841,  but  was  repealed  or  rendered  inef- 
fectual, so  far  as  it  regarded  the  payment  of  damages,  by  the  act  of  the  27tli  July, 
1842— limiting  the  Treasurer  to  the  payment  of  such  damages  only  as  were  due  prior 
to  the  1st  April,  1842. 

Unpaid  awards  prior  to  April  1,  1842. 

Among  the  damage  claims  which  w^ere  decided  by  the  Canal  Commissioners  and 
also  by  the  board  of  appraisers,  prior  to  the  1st  of  April,  1842,  a  few  awards  still  re- 
main unpaid,  the  number  and  amount  of  which  the  Board  are  unable  to  state  with 
accuracy.  The  claimants  having  at  the  time,  either  declined  or  neglected  to  accept  the 
sums  awarded,  but  have  since  signified  their  willingness  to  do  so,  and  as  no  direct  ap- 
propriation has  been  made  by  the  Legislature  to  pay  damages  since  the  act  of  the  30th 
of  April,  1841,  they  remain  unpaid. 

On  the  17th  December,  1838,  the  board  of  appraisers  awarded  to  Samuel  Webb,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  lot  occupied  by  the  collector's  office  at  that  place,  the  sum  of 
S5,000,  which  sum  he  is  now  willing  to  accept,  if  interest  be  paid  thereon  from  the 
date  of  the  award,  _  $5,000  00 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  called  to  other  unpaid  awards  to  the 

amount  of  1,241  00 

$6,241  00 

Unpaid  awards  from  April  1,  1842,  to  January  9,  1844. 

From  an  examination  of  the  books  in  the  Canal  Commissioners'  office,  embracing 
the  period  between  the  1st  of  April,  1842,  and  the  9th  of  January,  1844,  the  date  of 
the  organization  of  the  Board  under  the  law  providing  for  their  election,  it  appears  that 
claims  for  damages  were  adjudicated  and  offers  made  amounting  to  $28,815  08,  of 
which  amount  about  $15,641' is  understood  to  have  been  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
Auditor  General — the  claimants  having  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  7th  of  April,  1842,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$13,174  08,  unpaid. 

Unpaid  awards  since  January  9,  1844. 

From  the  9th  of  January,  1844,  to  the  present  time,  a  number  of  damage  claims  have 
been  decided,  and  ofiers  made  to  the  claimants  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $10,069  94. 
Of  this  sum  there  has  been  awarded  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  law,  vestmg 
the  Canal  Commissioners  with  power  to  assess  damages,  $3,876  50,  and  the  remaining 
sum  of  86,193  44,  by  virtue  of  special  acts  of  Assembly  authorizing  them  to  setde 
and  adjust  the  claims.  It  appears  that  $1,001  of  this  sum  was  entered  on  the  books, 
of  the  Auditor  General,  and  $200  paid  at  the  Treasury,  leaving  a  balance  of  $8,868  94, 
unpaid.  Nearly  the  one-half  of  this  balance  has  been  awarded  for  damages  done  by 
sparks  from  locomotives,  and  injuries  to  personal  property. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  special  acts  of  Assembly  referred  to,  and  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  claimants,  warrants  were  granted  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  amount 
awarded  to  each,  but  these  warrants  remain  in  their  hands  unpaid,  inasmuch  as  the  act 
of  31st  May,  1844,  provides  that  no  money  shall  be  paid  except  what  is  therein 
specifically  appropriated. 

Awards  by  the  Board  of  Appraisers  on  the  French  Creek  feeder. 

By  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  the  2d  July,  1842,  the  oflice  of  the  board  of 
canal  appraisers  was  abolished,  to  take  effect  in  three  months  after  its  passage.  The 
board  of  appraisers,  however,  certified  to  the  Canal  Commissioners  on  the  5th  day  of 
October,  1842,  three  days  after  their  powers  had  ceased,  awards  previously  made  by 
them  for  damages  on  the  French  Creek  feeder,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $5,069. 
Most  of  the  claims  on  which  these  awards  were  made,  had  previously  been  laid  before 
the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  and  rejected  by  them  for  want  of  jurisdiction — 
they  being  claims  for  damages  for  flooding  of  land  and  destruction  of  crops  during 
freshets,  resulting  from  the  construction  of  dams  by  the  state  in  French  creek,  and  not 
directly  from  the  construction  of  the  canal  through  the  property.  From  this  decision 
appeals  were  taken  to  the  board  of  appraisers,  and  entertained  by  them  ;  thereby 
assuming  original  jurisdiction  in  these  cases,  which,  it  was  believed  by  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, was  not  conferred  upon  them  by  law.  But  as  these  awards  appear  reason- 
able, the  Board  now  respectfully  recommend  their  confirmation,  and  an  appropriation 
for  their  payment. 

Undecided  claims. 

There  are  a  number  of  damage  claims  from  the  different  lines  before  the  Board, 
which  have  not  been  acted  upon,  amounting  in  the  aggregate,  (exclusive  of  those  from 
the  North  Branch  and  Erie  extensions,)  to  the  sum  of  $15,936  25,  which  it  is  believed, 
will  be  greatly  reduced  when  the  awards  are  made,  and  will  not  require  more  than  half 
this  sum  for  their  payment — say  $7,968  I25. 

Recapitulation. 

For  awards  made  prior  to  the  1st  of  April,  1842,        -             -             -  $6,241  00 

"            "         between  1st  April,  1842,  and  9th  January,  1844,      -  13,174  08 

"            "         since  9th  January,  1844,      -              -        "     -             -  8,868  94 

"            "         on  French  Creek  feeder,       -             -             -             -  5,069  00 

For  the  payment  of  undecided  claims,             ....  7,968  12;t 


$41,321   14^ 


Erie  and  North  Branch  extensions. 

The  Erie  extension  has  already  been  transferred  to  a  company ;  and  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners  have  declined  acting  upon  claims  for  damages,  until  some  legis- 
lation is  had  upon  the  subject.  There  is  an  act  of  x\sscmbly  also,  authorizing  the 
transfer  of  the  North  Branch  extension  to  a  corporation  ;  but  as  yet,  no  organization  of 
a  company  has  taken  place.  Should  this  canal  remain  in  its  unfinished  condition,  a 
large  amount  of  damage  will  be  due  to  the  owners  of  land,  through  whicli  it  passes.  If 
however,  it  sliould  be  completed  within  a  reasonable  time,  a  great  portion  of  the  damage 
will  be  cancelled,  liy  the  advantages  resulting  from  it.  It  is  respectfully  submitted, 
whether  some  legislation  should  not  be  had,  in  relation  to  both  of  these  lines  of  im- 
provement. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 


STATEMENT  RELATING  TO  INSPECTIONS.  26^ 


Doc.  No.  46. 

Communication  from  tlie  Auditor  General,  relative  to  Inspections, 
and  the  Fees  of  Inspectors. 


READ— February  28,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ^ 

Harrisburg,  February  28,  1845.  5 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  20th  inst.,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  statement  relative  to  the  several  inspections  in  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  years  1840,  '41,  '42,  '43  and  '44,  so  far  as  reports  have  been  received 
at  this  department.  No  returns  of  inspections  made  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  have 
been  received  for  any  of  the  years  specified  in  the  resolution. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 
Auditor  GeneraL 
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Names  of  Inspectors. 

John  F.  Smith,     -  -  -  -         Inspector  of  Flour. 
Robert  Smith,  •     - 

John  W.  Ryan,    -  -  - 

John  Abraham,     -  -  -  - 

John  Bender,         -  .  -  - 

John  J.  Heintzelman,  -  -  . 

Jacob  B.  Coates,  -  -  -  - 

John  Hall,  .  .  .  . 

Andrew  L.  Kern,  -  ..  _ 


Butter  and  lard. 

Bark. 

Salted  provisions. 

Staves  and  heading'. 

Tobacco. 

Leather. 

Domestic  spirits. 

Lumber. 


Inspection  Fees. 


Flour  and  Meal. — For  every  barrel  of  flour  or  meal,  1  cent;  for  every  hogshead  of 
corn  meal,  or  rye  meal,  2  cents ;  for  weighing  and  ascertaining  the  under  tare  of  every 
hogshead  or  puncheon,  30  cents ;  for  every  ban-el,  half  barrel,  or  keg,  6  cents. 

Butter  and  Lard. — For  every  keg,  half  keg,  and  tub  of  butter  or  lard,  4  cents;  and 
the  like  sum  for  every  five  canisters  of  butter  or  lard. 

Salted  Provisions. — For  every  tierce,  barrel,  and  half  barrel  of  salted  beef  or  pork, 
8  cents;  for  searching,  packing  or  repacking,  &;c.,  a  tierce  of  salted  beef  or  pork,  20 
cents;  for  searching,  &.C.,  a  barrel  or  half  barrel  of  beef  or  pork,  13  cents;  for  every 
barrel  and  half  barrel  of  salted  fish,  8  cents;  for  branding  the  words  "for  bounty."  &c., 
2  cents;  for  searching,  packing  or  repacking,  &c.,  a  barrel,  13  cents. 

Domestic  Distilled  Spirits. — For  every  cask,  10  cents. 

Lumber. — For  inspecting  and  examining  boards  and  plank,  according  to  the  superfi- 
cial measure,  25  cents  for  every  thousand  feet;  for  other  timber  reduced  to  cubical  feet, 
10  cents  for  every  ton  consisting  of  forty  cubical  feet;  for  condemned  lumber,  \2^ 
cents  for  every  thousand  feet. 

Heading  and  Staves. — For  every  thousand,  75  cents. 

Ground  Black  Oak  Bark. — For  every  ton  weight,  1  dollar. 

LjCather. — For  every  side,  2  cents. 

Tobacco. — For  every  hogshead,  1  dollar. 


Doc.  No.  47. 


Communication  from  the   Canal  Commissioners,  relative  to  the 
number  of  Officers  on  the  Public  Works. 


READ— March  1,  1845. 


Canal  Commissioners'  Office, 
Hurrisburg,  February  28,  1845* 
Hon.  W.  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — The  Board  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  20th  instant : 

Resolved.,  That  the  Canal  Commissioners  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
a  specification  of  the  names,  and  number  and  compensation  of  all  ofiicers  engaged  on 
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the  ilifTerent  lines  of  public  '.vorks  during  the  year,  from  the  first  of  January.  1844,  to 
the  first  of  January,  1845.  designating  the  period  of  th.eir  service,  and  the  distance  of 
which  each  oflicer  may  ha\'e  had  charge  ;  also,  showing  the  amount  paid  for  clerk  hire 
of  their  Board,  and  of  collectors'  offices,  and  the  expense  of  their  printing,  since  the 
first  day  of  July  last  :  also,  the  time  when  the  office  of  inspector  of  cargoes  Avas 
created,  and  what  are  its  duties  ;  and  what  other  offices  have  been  created,  which  did 
not  exist  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Canal 
Board." 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  names,  number,  compensation,  period  of  service, 
and  number  of  miles  in  charge,  of  the  several  officers  on  the  diffi^rent  lines  of  improve- 
ment, that  have  been  employed  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1844,  to  the  lirst  clay  of 
January,  1845,  together  with  explanatory  remarks. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  requesting  information  of  the 
amount  paid  for  clerk  hire  in  this  office,  and  at  the  collectors'  offices  ;  of  the  expense 
of  printing,  and  the  time  when  the  office  of  inspector  of  cargoes  was  created,  and  its 
duties — the  Board  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement : 

The  compensation  for  secretary  and  clerk  in  the  Canal  Commissioners'  office,  from 
1st  of  January  to  9th  of  January,  1844,  was  at  the  rate  of  $2,070  per  annum;  and 
from  the  9th  January,  1844,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1845,  at  the  rate  of  SI, 350  per 
annum. 

Tlie  expense  of  printing  for  Canal  Commissioners'  office,  (toll  lists,  advertising,  &c.) 
from  the  1st  January.  1844,  to  the  1st  January,  1845,  was  $52  ;  but  no  part  of  this 
sum  accrued,  or  was  paid  between  the  1st  of  July,  1844,  and  the  first  day  of  January, 
1845.  It  may  he  proper  to  state  in  this  connection,  that  the  cost  of  printing  for  the 
year,  from  1st  January,  1844,  to  1st  January,  1845,  was  much  below  that  of  any 
previous  year,  as  the  circulars  to  officers  on  the  lines  were  prepared  by  the  secretary 
and  clerk,  and  printed  blanks  were  not  used. 

The  expense  incurred  for  printing,  for  the  use  of  collectors'  offices,  since  the  1  st  day 
of  July  last,  (the  dates  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,)  is  of  small  amount, 
but  the  Board  have  no  means  in  their  office,  of  furnishing  the  information.  All  the 
blanks  required  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  or  nearly  so,  had  been  purchased  prior  to  the  1st 
July  ;  and  the  printing  necessary  to  be  done  since  that  date,  has  been  executed  by  the 
state  printer,  under  his  contract.  The  information  on  this  subject  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Auditor  General,  in  whose  office  the  printing  accounts  are  settled,  as  directed  by 
law. 

The  duties  of  inspection  of  cargoes  were  defined  as  early  as  June  13,  1833,  by  the 
Board,  in  the  adoption  of  the  following  canal  regulation  : 

"Skction  46.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector  of  tolls  on  the  canal,  and  he  is 
hereby  enjoined,  carefully  to  examine  and  inspect  the  cargo  of  every  boat  or  other  float, 
applying  for  a  clearance,  or  passing  by  his  office  ;  and  the  clerks  already  appointed,  or 
such  as  may  be  hereafter  appointed  by  collectors,  are  hereby  constituted  inspectors, 
who,  under  the  directions  of  the  collectors,  shall  make  the  examination  and  inspection 
required  by  this  regulation." 

Under  this  regulation,  the  practice  of  allowing  clerks  to  collectors,  at  the  most  im- 
portant otBces  on  the  line,  to  assist  them  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties,  thus  imposed 
upon  them,  was  continued  until  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  18th  April,  1843,  which 
repealed  that  part  of  the  regulation  allowing  clerks.  The  clerical  duties  connected  with 
the  collection  of  revenue,  in  addition  to  those  imposed  upon  the  collectors,  in  the  in- 
spection of  cargoes,  were  so  numerous  and  important,  that  it  was  impossible  for  one 
person  to  perform  them  at  the  principal  offices,  without  loss  to  the  commonwealth,  and 
delay  to  the  transporter.?.  The  Board,  therefore,  on  the  29th  April,  1843,  authorized 
the  appointment  of  ten  inspectors  of  cargoes,  to  supply  the  places  and  perform  the 
duties,  prior  to  that  time  imposed  upon  the  clerks,  at  "the  offices  where  the  duties  of 
inspector  of  cargoes,  and  that  of  collector,  coidd  not  possibly  be  performed  by  one 
person. 

On  the  18lh  June,  1814,  the  subject  was  again  brought  to  the  attciuion  of  the  Board, 
when  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  separate  the  offices  of  collector  and  inspector  of 
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cargoes,  at  the  principal  offices  on  the  main  line,  and  accortlina^ly  appointed  three 
inspectors  ;  one  at  Philadelphia,  one  at  HoUidaysburg,  and  one  at  Pittsburg ;  and  their 
duties  defined  as  follows  : 

"  1st.  He  shall  inspect  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  of  any  description,  as  far 
as  may  be  practicable,  while  the  same  shall  be  loading  or  when  loaded  in  any  boat, 
float,  car  or  carriage,  and  see  that  the  same  corresponds  in  all  respects  with  tlie  mani- 
fest, and  that  the  tolls  had  been  fully  and  honestly  paid  thereon." 

"2d.  He  shall  inspect  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  of  every  description,  as 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  that  may  have  been  carried  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  or 
railway,  or  any  part  thereof  in  any  boat,  float,  car  or  carriage,  at  any  place  of  tranship- 
ment, or  at  the  place  of  its  destination,  in  order  to  see  that  the  same  corresponds,  in 
all  respects,  with  the  manifest,  and  that  the  tolls  have  been  fully  and  honestly  paid 
thereon." 

"■3d.  He  shall  at  all  times  and  places,  w^henever  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  any 
owner,  master  or  conductor  of  any  boat,  float,  car  or  carriage,  has  practiced,  or  intends 
to  practice  a  frand  upon  the  commonwealth,  examine  his  cargo,  and  if  he  shall  discover 
any  evidence  of  fraud,  or  intended  fraud,  report  the  same  forthwith  to  the  proper 
collector." 

"4th.  He  shall  use  ail  the  vigilance  practicable,  and  all  lawful  and  proper  means  to 
detect  and  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenues  of  the  commonwealth,  and  enforce  all  the 
laws  and  regulations  in  any  manner  appertaining  to  the  inspection  of  cargoes,  and  pre- 
venting frauds  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  tolls." 

"5th.  He  shall  concurrently,  with  the  collectors  of  tolls,  exercise  all  the  powers, 
and  perform  all  the  duties  relative  to  the  inspection  of  cargoes,  and  examining  books 
and  papers  relating  thereto,  which  are  by  law,  or  by  the  canal  and  raihvay  regulations, 
enjoined  on  the  said  collectors  :  Provided,  Nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  construed 
to  exonerate  the  collectors  from  the   performance  of  any  duty  now  enjoined  on  them." 

At  the  same  time  (June  18,  1844,)  provision  was  made  for  continuing  a  part  of  the 
inspectors  of  cargoes,  appointed  under  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  the  29th  April, 
1843,  as  assistant  inspectors,  to  assist  the  collectors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  as 
originally  defined  in  the  regulation  referred  to.  at  the  following  offices,  viz  :  Phila- 
delphia, Columbia,  Harrisburg,  HoUidaysburg,  Johnstown,  Pittsburg  and  Northumber- 
land. These  appointments  were  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  July,  1844,  and  continue 
during  the  navigaljle  season,  except  at  the  offices  at  Columbia  and  Philadelphia,  where 
their  services  would  be  required  for  the  whole  year. 

On  the  17th  of  August  last,  the  Board  passed  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  competent  person  be  appointed  to  examine,  repair  and  adjust  all 
the  weigh- locks  and  weiirh-scales  of  the  commonwealth." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution.  Antes  Snyder  was  appointed  to  perform  the  duties 
therein  enjoined,  at  a  compensation  of  four  dollars  per  day,  when  actually  employed. 
He  has  been  engaged  a  portion  of  the  time,  since  the  17th  of  August  last,  in  examining, 
directing  repairs,  and  adjusting  the  weigh -locks  and  weigh-scales  on  the  several  lines  of 
improvement,  and  will,  in  a  few  days,  have  accomplished  the  purposes  of  his  appoint- 
ment. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 
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Doc.   No.  48. 
Annual  report  of  the  Delaware  Bridge  Company,  at  Easton. 


READ— March  6,  1845. 


Offick,  Easton  Delaware  Bridge  Co., 
East 072,  February  28,  1845. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  joint  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  Pennsylvania  a)ul 
New  Jersey,  autliorizing  the  incorporation  of  the  president,  managers  and  company 
for  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  river  Delaware,  at  the  borough  of  Easton,  the  said  presi- 
dent, managers  and  company  herewith  render  to  the  General  Assembly  the  accompa- 
nying abstract  of  their  accounts. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  company  and  the  amount 
of  capital  stock  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  bridge,  the  said  president,  managers 
and  company  respectfully  refer  the  General  Assembly  to  the  report  made  to  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  first  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1827,  which  will  be  found  printed  in  the  legislative  documents  of  that  session.  By 
that  report  it  appears  that  the  actual  cost  of  the  bridge,  as  near  as  it  could  be  ascertained, 
was  $61,854^^5-  and  upwards,  from  which,  deducting  $12,500,  raised  by  the  lottery, 
left  the  amount  of  expenditure  constituting  the  actual  capital  on  which  dividends  could 
be  declared,  at  $49,354-^0. 

Accompanying  this  communication  the  said  president,  managers  and  company  beg 
leave  to  transmit  tables  No.  2  and  3,  which  continue  the  tabular  statement  from  October, 
1827,  as  per  the  report  above  referred  to,  up  to  last  October,  and  sliew  that  the  divi- 
dends have  not,  during  that  period,  exceeded  9  per  cent,  on  said  amount.  The  stock 
was  originally  subscribed  in  the  year  1795,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it  paid  in  prior 
to  the  year  1800.  The  bridge  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  1806,  and  the  stockholders 
received  no  dividends  until  the  year  1812,  the  whole  income  during  that  period  having 
been  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  company  incurred  in  tlie  erection  of 
the  bridge. 

The  growing  fund  authorized  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation  has 
been  carefully  husbanded.  It  was  taken  out  of  dividends,  the  greater  part  of  which 
might  legitimately  have  been  divided,  as  the  amounts  were  received  among  the  stock- 
holders, and  with  its  accumulations  it  has  reached  an  amount  which  will  enable  the 
corporation,  without  difficulty,  to  re-build  the  bridge  in  case  of  casualty  or  other 
necessity.  The  prudence  of  this  course  will  at  once  be  obvious,  as  it  has  enabled  the 
president,  managers  and  company  to  reckice  the  tolls  much  below  those  authorized  by 
the  act  of  incorporation,  as  appears  by  table  No.  4  herewith  transmitted.  The  exten- 
sive repairs  of  the  bridge  now  necessary  and  in  progress  will  make  considerable  inroad 
upon  the  fund  during  the  present  year. 

The  net  tolls  for  the  last  three  years  pay  a  little  over  6  per  cent,  dividend  on  the 
capital  stock  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  bridge,  from  which  the  state  tax  on  the 
dividends  is  to  be  deducted. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.   PORTER,  President. 

Thos.  M'Keen,  Treasurer. 
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State  of  the  funds  of  the  East  on  Delaware  Bridge  company,  Oct.  5,  1840. 

Investment  of  growing  fund,             -  -  _ 

Compensation  to  gate  keeper,  &c.,  -  -  - 

Incidental  expenses,              -              -  _  _ 

Cash  on  hand,         -             -             -  .  _ 


Growing  fund, 
Dividends  unpaid,    - 
Tolls, 


Balances,  April  5,  1841. 

Investment  of  growing-  fund,  .  _  . 

Compensations,       -  -  -  _  _ 

Incidental  expenses,  -  -  _  _ 

Repairs,      ---..-_ 
Cash  on  hand,         -  -  .  .  _ 


Growing  fund. 
Dividends  unpaid,   - 
Tolls, 


Balances,  October  4,  184L 

Investment  of  growing  fund,  -  _  _ 

Compensations,       -  -  .  -  _ 

Incidental  expenses,  -  ..  _  _ 

Repairs,      ---___ 
Cash  on  hand,         -  -  -  _  _ 


Growing  fund. 
Dividends  unpaid,   - 
Tolls, 


Balances,  April  4,  1842. 

Investment  of  growing  fund,  -  _  . 

Compensations,       -             -  _  .  _ 

Incidental  expenses,               -  _  _  _ 

State  lax  on  dividends,         -  _  _  _ 

Repairs,      ---.__ 
Cash  on  hand,         -  -  -  _  _ 


$54,098 

237 

22 

3,840 

75 
50 
10 
29 

$58,198 

64 

$54,479 
1,747 
1,971 

85 
50 
29 

$58,198 

64 

$53,141 
237 

68 

530 

4,023 

98 
50 
68 
16 

74 

$58,002 

06 

$56,241 

195 

1,565 

47 
00 
59 

$58,002 

06 

$53,958 

237 

87 

1,081 

3,746 

11 
50 

85 
09 
87 

$59, 1 1 1 

42 

$57,970  26 
322  50 
818  66 

$59,111 

42 

$55,346  81 
237  50 
$36  21 

222  75 

108  ; 

3,278  1 

31 

36 

$59,230  ^ 

14 
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Growing  fund. 
Dividends  unpaid. 
Tolls, 


Balances,  October  3,  1842. 


Investment  of  growing  fund. 
Compensations, 
Incidental  expenses, 
Repairs,      -  -  - 

Cash  on  hand. 


Growing  fund, 
Dividends  unpaid.   - 
Tolls,  -  '   - 


Balances,  April  3,  1843. 


Investment  of  growing  fund. 
Compensations, 
Incidental  expenses. 
State  tax  on  dividends, 

Cash  on  hand. 


Growing  fund. 
Dividends  unpaid,   - 
Received  for  old  lumber,  &c.. 
Tolls, 


Balances,  October  3,  1843. 


Investment  of  growing  fund, 
Compensation, 
Incidental  expenses, 
Repairs,      -  -  - 

Cash  on  hand. 


Growing  fund, 
Dividends  unpaid,   - 
Tolls, 


$56,112  73 

517  50 

2,600  21 

$59,230 

44 

$55,651 

237 

20 

590 

3,598 

77 
50 
55 
05 
12 

$60,097 

99 

$57,472 

457 

2,167 

53 

50 
96 

$60,097 

99 

$57,910 

237 

5115  13 

222  75 

007 

17 
50 

2,989 

91 

$61,475 

46 

$58,882 

427 

118 

2,047 

10 
50 
53 
33 

$61,475 

46 

$59,031 

237 

16 

570 

3,008 

56 
50 
43 

06 
52 

$62,864 

07 

$59,982 

622 

2,259 

30 
50 

27 

$62,864 

07 
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Balances,  April  1,  1844. 


Investment  of  growing  fund, 
Compensations, 
Incidental  expenses. 
State  tax  on  dividends. 
Repairs       _  _  - 

Cash  on  hand, 


Growing  fund. 
Dividends  unpaid, 
Tolls, 


Balances,  October  7,  1844. 


Investment  of  growing  fund. 
Compensations, 
Incidental  expenses, 
Cash  on  hand. 


Growing  fund, 
Dividends  unpaid,   - 
Tolls, 


$60,548 
237 
$46  58 

222  75—    269 

53 

2,717 

56 
50 

33 
59 
02 

$63,826 

00 

$60,847 

772 

2,205 

81 
50 
69 

$63,826 

00 

$60,270 

237 

8 

3,891 

28 
50 
50 
00 

$64,407 

28 

$61,680 

285 

2,442 

04 
00 
24 

$64,407 

28 

No.  2 — Continued  from  1827. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  tolls  received  at  the  Easton  Delaware  Bridge,  over  the 
river  Delaware,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1827,  to  the  7th  of  October,  1844,  and  the 
expenditures  of  said  company  for  repairs,  contingencies,  &c.,  during  the  same  period. 


Amour 

It  of 

Contingen- 

Repairs. 

Appropriat- 

Growing ft 

md, 

Remarks. 

From 

To 

tolls  receiv- 

cies, sala- 

ed from  tolls 

with  its 

in- 

ed. 

ries,  &c. 

to  conting't 
fund. 

crease. 

Oct.  1827, 

Oct.1828, 

$5081 

26 

$1090  88 

$53 

56 

$400  00 

*$9300 

00 

*  Taken  fr. 

1 

tll444 

42 

tolls. 

"  1828, 

a 

1829, 

5717 

18 

695  72 

21 

32 

200  00 

2455 

07 

tTaken  fr. 

"  1829, 

a 

1830, 

6397 

31 

701  48 

20 

23 

200  00 

4113 

71 

interest. 

"  1830, 

it. 

1831, 

6789 

80 

681  80 

140 

26 

200  00 

2331 

46 

"  1831, 

a 

1832, 

6224 

22 

757  64 

418 

84 

200  00 

3727 

81 

, 

''  1832, 

a 

1833, 

6300 

67 

764  81 

200  00 

5016 

65 

"  1833, 

Li 

1834, 

4910 

16 

771  31 

200  00 

2820 

67 

"  1834, 

a 

1835. 

4517 

03 

754  32 

262 

63 

200  00 

2570 

09 

'•  1835, 

a 

1836, 

4740 

37 

824  12 

641 

40 

200  00 

2789 

96 

"  1836, 

a 

1837, 

4634 

12 

821  12 

883 

65 

200  00 

666 

06 

"  1837, 

a 

1838, 

4622 

81 

789  94 

595 

50 

200  00 

2870 

78 

"  1838, 

a 

1830, 

4552 

94 

741  36 

299 

96 

200  00 

3741 

57 

"  1839, 

a 

1840, 

4096 

39 

782  91 

200  00 

250 

49 

"  1840, 

a 

1841, 

4598 

31 

831  53 

1611 

25 

200  00 

"  1841, 

a 

1842, 

4706 

91 

9.54  51 

702 

36 

200  00 

1553 

03 

"  1842, 

a 

1843, 

4300 

60 

1014  74 

570 

06 

200  00 

3379 

79 

"  1843, 

a 

1844, 

4647 

93 

952  83 

53 

59 

200  00 

1238 

72 
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Statement  of  dividends  made  by  the  Easton  Delaware  Bridge  company,  from  1827 
to  October,  1844,  showing  the  rate  per  cent,  on  the  actual  capital  required  for  the 
construction  of  tlie  bridge,  and  upon  the  same  capital  continued  as  $29,700  the 
amount  originally  paid  on  the  stock. 


Total  am't 

Rate  per  ct. 

Rate  per  ct. 

Amount  of 

From 

To 

of  dividends 

on  $49,354 

on  $29,700. 

dividends  on 

declared. 

51. 

each  share  of 
stock. 

October, 

1827, 

October, 

1828, 

4158 

8|f 

14     " 

14     " 

1828, 

1829, 

4158 

8f! 

14     " 

14     " 

1829, 

1830, 

4158 

8|f 

14     " 

14     " 

1830, 

1831, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1831, 

1832, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1832, 

1833, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1833, 

1834, 

4455 

9    " 

15     '« 

15     " 

1834, 

1835, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1835, 

1836, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15    " 

1836, 

1837, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     '' 

1837, 

1838, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1838, 

1839. 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1839, 

1840, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     '« 

1840, 

1841, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1841, 

1842, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1842, 

1843, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

1843, 

1844, 

4455 

9    " 

15     " 

15     " 

No.  4. 

Statement  shewing  the  Tolls  authorized  to  be  taken  by  the  act  of  incorporation,  and 
those  actually  taken  by  the  company. 


Tolls    ac- 

Tolls actu- 

Objects. 

cording 

ally  taken . 

to    act. 

For  every  coach,  landau,  chariot,  phajton,  or  other 

pleasurable 

$  cts. 

$ 

cts. 

carriage,  with  four  wheels,  drawn  by  four  horses, 

0  70 

0 

40 

For  the  same  carriages  with  two  horses. 

40 

25 

For  every  wagon  with  four  horses. 

70 

40 

For  every  carriage  of  the  same  description  drawn  by 

two  horses. 

40 

25 

For  every  chaise,  riding  chair,  sulky,  cart,  or  other 

two  wheel 

carriage,  or  a  sleigh  or  sled,  with  two  horses, 

30 

20 

For  the  same  with  one  horse, 

20 

12 

For  a  single  horse  and  rider, 

7 

5 

For  every  led  horse  or  mule, 

5 

3 

For  every  foot  passenger, 

2 

1 

For  every  head  of  horned  cattle. 

4 

2 

For  every  sheep  and  swine. 

1 

I 
a 

In  addition  to  this,  all  clergymen,  in  attending  to  the  business  of  their  profession, 
all  persons  going  to  and  returning  from  church  and  funerals,  and  all  scholars  going  to 
and  returning  from  school,  by  a  resolution  of  the  board,  are  exempted  from  tolls,  and 
wagons  and  other  vehicles,  bringing  produce  to  Easton,  pay  half  tolls. 
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FIRE  IN  THE  STATE  TREASURY. 


Doc.  No.  49. 

Communication  from  the  State  Treasurer,  relative  to  a  fire  in  his 

office. 


READ— March  7,  1845. 


Treasury  Office,  ') 

Harrisburg,  March  7,  1845.  3 
Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  the  Legislature,  a  statement  in  relation 
to  an  accident  which  occurred  in  this  office. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last,  wliilst  I  was  in  an  adjoining  room,  a  paper  case  on  a  desk 
took  fire  from  the  flame  of  a  candle,  and  before  my  clerks  and  watchman  and  myself 
could  secure  them,  some  papers  were  consumed.  There  were  none  of  any  value 
except  the  claims  left  by  Elijah  Dechert,  Esq.,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  29th 
January  last,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  over-issues  of  the 
Berks  County  Bank."  As  these  claims  are  against  persons  residing  in  different  parts 
of  the  state,  and  a  large  part  in  Philadelphia,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  to  put  them  in 
the  hands  of  Hon.  John  K.  Kane,  the  Attorney  General,  who,  at  my  suggestion,  con- 
sented to  take  charge  of  them.  I  had  prepared  a  detailed  acknowledgment,  setting 
forth  the  names,  amount,  date  and  nature  of  the  claims.  I  handed  them  to  the  Attor- 
ney General,  who  at  that  time,  not  having  leisure  to  examine  and  compare  them  Avith 
the  receipt,  at  his  request  I  retained  them,  until  such  opportunity  could  be  aflbrded, 
and  sent  him  an  abstract  of  each  claim  ;  in  the  mean  time  the  papers  were  placed  at 
hand  in  the  case  before  stated. 

A  large  portion  of  the  claims  is  in  a  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  Philadelphia 
county,  and  from  the  copies  which  exist  and  other  evidence,  the  loss  of  the  others,  it 
is  believed,  can  be  fuUy  supplied. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  and  that  such  action  be  taken  thereon  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R,  SNOWDEN, 

State  Treasurer. 
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Doc.  No.  50. 

Abstract  of  the  accounts  of  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad 

Company. 


READ— March  12,   1845. 


Office  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 
Philadelphia,  March  11,  1845. 

Hon.  W.  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  annexed  abstract  of  tlie  accounts  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  railroad  company,  prepared  according  to  law,  and  request 
that  you  may  be  pleased  to  present  the  same  to  the  body  over  w^hich  you  preside. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BRADFORD,  Treasurer. 


An  abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  railroad  company, 
"shewing  the  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  and  the  debts  of  said  company  ;  the  amount 
received  for  tolls  and  transportation  and  rates  charged,  and  the  amount  of  dividends 
declared,"  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
Governor  to  incorporate  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  railroad  company  : 

Amount  of  capital  paid  in,  -  -  _  .  -  $2,010,000  00 

Do.     received  for  tolls  and  transportation  for   12  months,  from 

December  1,  1843,  to  December  1,  1844,     -  ••  597,613  05 

Do.     of  dividends  declared,  none. 

Rates  charged  for  tolls  and  transportation,  as  per  table  enclosed. 

Amount  of  loans,  debts,  &c.,  ....  7,447,569  64 


City  of  Philadelphia,  ss. 

Samuel  Bradford,  Treasurer  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  railroad  company,  being 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  is  ajust  and  true  ab- 
stract from  the  accounts  of  the  said  company,  made  up  to  December  1,  1844. 

S.  BRADFORD,  Treasurer. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  11th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1845,  before  me, 

PETER  HAY,  Alderman. 
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PAILADELPHIA  AND  READING  RAILROAD. 


Table  of  tolls  and  freight  on  coal,  per  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  railroad,  from 

February  1,  to  June  1,  1845. 


From 

From 

From 

Mt.  Carbon 

1.       Sch.  Haven. 

Port  Clinton. 

To  Orwigsburg  Landing, 

- 

30  cts. 

30  cts. 

00  cts. 

Hamburg, 

- 

30 

30 

00 

Molirsville, 

- 

- 

45 

45 

35 

Reading, 

- 

- 

60 

60 

50 

Douglassville,     - 

- 

- 

70 

70 

60 

Pottstown, 

- 

- 

70 

70 

60 

Rover's  Ford,    - 

- 

- 

70 

70 

60 

Plicenixville, 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Valley  Forge,     - 

- 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Port  Kennedy,  - 

- 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Norrislovvn  and  Bridgeport, 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Plymouth  railroad. 

- 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Turnout,  one  mile  belo 

\v  Norristown, 

80 

80 

70 

Conshehoeken, 

- 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Spring  mill, 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Manayunk, 

- 

- 

80 

80 

70 

Falls, 

- 

- 

-      1.00 

90 

80 

Foot  of  inclined  plane, 

- 

- 

-      1.10 

1.00 

90 

City  of  Philadelphia, 

- 

- 

-      1.10 

1.00 

90 

Germantown  railroad, 

- 

- 

-      1.10 

1.00 

90 

Nicetown, 

- 

- 

-      1.10 

1.00 

90 

Richmond, 

- 

•• 

-      1.10 

1.00 

90 

S.  BRADFORD, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Doc.  No.  51. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 


READ— March   15,  1845. 


Philadelphia,  March  17,  1845. 
Hon.  Wm.  p.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  to  the  Legislature.  Be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  the 
Senate. 

I  remain, 

Very  respectfullv,  yours, 

JAMES  J.   BARCLAY, 
Secretary  of  House  of  Refuge. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

To  Ihe  Scnale  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the.  Commomrcalth  of  Pennsylvania^ 
and  to  the  contributors  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 

It  cannot  fail  to  give  the  General  Assembly  and  the  conlvilnitors  pleasure,  to  be  in- 
formed that  the  House  of  Refuire  continues  to  realize  the  just  expectations  of  its 
friends,  in  affording  protection  to  the  helpless,  and  instruction  to  the  ignorant,  and  in 
reclaiming  the  reckless  and  wayward.  The  great  object  of  the  institution  being  the 
reformation  of  the  young,  who  have  left  the  paths  of  virtue,  it  is  the  earnest  endeavor 
of  the  managers,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  inmates,  the  obligation  and  the 
benefit  of  their  "living  Godly,  righteously  and  soberly,"  and  to  convince  them  that 
religion's  "ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace." 

At  tlie  commencement  and  close  of  each  day,  the  family  join  in  prayer  and  thanks- 
giving to  the  Almighty  ;  and  they  attend  the  services  of  the  chapel  twice  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week. 

The  board  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  ministers  of  different  religious  denomina- 
tions, in  giving  their  useful  altetidance  at  the  house. 

The  Sunday  school  for  the  boys  is  conducted  by  several  of  the  managers,  assisted 
by  some  of  their  friends,  and  is  in  good  order. 

That  for  the  girls  continues  under  the  care  of  the  same  excellent  lady,  who  has,  for 
several  3'ears,  zealously  and  successfully  superintended  it. 

A  number  of  books  has  been  added  to  the  library,  and  the  addition  of  new  books  is 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  interest  of  the  readers,  and  to  supply  the  loss  of  those  which 
are  worn  out.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  managers,  if  the  booksellers,  and  other 
benevolent  individuals,  would  present  suitable  works  to  the  institution. 

In  the  boys'  school  no  change  has  been  made  ;  the  average  time  of  tuition  being 
about  four  hours  a  day.  The  board  have  been  enabled  to  add  one  hour  a  day  to  the 
instruction  given  to  the  girls.  This  measure  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  beneficial 
results. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Mr.  Chapman  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of 
pocket-books  and  razor-strops  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  and  considerable  ad- 
vantage is  anticipated  from  it.  This,  with  hook-binding,  caning  seats  for  chairs,  and 
manufacturing  furniture  for  umbrellas,  will  afford  constant,  useful,  and  suitable  employ- 
ment for  the  male  pupils.  The  females,  in  addition  to  the  literary  education  they 
receive,  are  taught  tailoring,  mantuamaking.  and  the  usual  branches  of  housewifery. 
They  also  make  and  mend  the  clothing,  and  do  the  washing  of  the  inmates,  A  new 
and  convenient  washhouse,  with  bathing  rooms,  has  been  erected  for  the  girls. 

A  watchfnl  eye  has  been  kept  over  the  expenditures,  and  every  effort  made  to  estab- 
lish a  strict  economy  in  all  parts  of  the  institution.  The  managers  are  pained  to  say 
that  the  receipts  have  been  considerably  diminished.  The  Legislature  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient, at  its  last  session,  to  reduce  the  annual  appropriation  from  the  state  treasury  to 
four  thousand  dollars  a  year.  It  is,  however,  hoped,  that  the  finances  of  the  common- 
wealth will  be  in  such  a  condition  as  to  enable  the  Legislature,  during  the  present 
session,  to  make  the  usual  appropriations,  and  thus  continue  their  fostering  care  over  the 
Refuge.  But,  while  the  managers  confidently  rely  on  the  support  of  the  State,  they 
would  most  earnesdy  appeal  to  their  fellow-citizens  at  large  for  their  co-operation.  As 
has  been  heretofore  stated,  many  of  the  early  friends  of  the  institution  now  rest  from 
their  labors,  and  the  number  is  yearly  diminished.  But  in  this  community  there  are, 
doubtless,  hundreds,  nay,  thousands  of  benevolent  individuals,  who  will  be  willing  to 
lend  their  aid  to  promote  the  welfare  of  this  interesting  and  useful  charity.  The  trea- 
surer's account,  hereunto  annexed,  will  exhibit  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  house. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1843,  there  were  in  the  institution,  168  inmates,  viz: 
110  boys  and  58  girls.  Since  that  period,  106  have  been  admitted,  viz:  69  boys  and 
37  girls,  and  113  discharged,  viz:  69  boys  and  44  girls.  Two  escaped,  and  one  boy 
died,  and  there  remained  on  the  31st  ult.,  107  boys  and  51  girls,  making  a  total  of  158. 
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Of  those  received  during  the  past  year, 

66  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

7     '•     '    "  New  York. 

2     "  "  New  Jersey. 

1     "         "  Ohio. 

1      ''  "  Vermont. 

1      "  "  Delaware. 

1      "  "  Connecticut. 

1  "          "  Canada. 
4     "         "  England. 
4     "          "  Ireland. 

2  "  "  Germany. 

The  birth-places  of  the  others  could  not  be  ascertained, 
the  following  counties : 

BOYS. 

Philadelphia,  -  - '  -  56 

Lancaster,  -  -  -  2 

Franklin,  -  -  -  2 

Tioga,  -  -  -  1 

Montgomery,  •-  -  -  1 

Crawford,  -  -  -  1 

AUegheny,  -  -  -  1 

Returned,  having  been  indentured,  3 

Having  escaped,  -  -  -  2 


They  were  received  from 


GIRLS. 

34 
1 


69  37 

53  boys  and  34  girls. 
11      "  1      " 

5     "  2     " 


TOTAL, 

90 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
2 

106 


87  were  committed  by  magistrates,  viz 
12     "  "  courts,  " 

7  returned  to  the  house,  " 

Of  those  discharged, 

60  were  indentured,  viz :  -  37     "  23     •' 

15     "    sent  to  sea,         -  -  15     " 

21     "    returned  to  their  friends,  14     "  7     " 

10     "    of  age,  -  -  1      "  9     " 

7     "    not  suitable  subjects,       -  2     "  5     " 

Of  those  indentured,  16  were  to  farmers. 

12  to  boot  and  shoemakers. 
2  to  blacksmiths. 
1  to  a  cabinet-maker. 
1  to  a  painter. 

1  to  a  cooper. 

2  to  storekeepers. 

1  to  a  confectioner. 
1  to  a  Venetian  blind-maker. 
23  girls  to  learn  housewifery. 

The  average  age  of  those  received  in  1844,  is  boys  14^  years,  girls  14. 

The  applications  for  apprentices,  continue  numerous ;  and  the  indenturing  committee 
endeavor  to  select  the  best  places  for  the  inmates.  During  the  year,  many  of  the  for- 
mer pupils  visited  the  house,  and  always  met  with  a  hearty  welcome.  Among  them, 
was  one  who  had  been  placed  witli  a  highly  respectable  family,  (at  a  distance  from 
Philadelphia,)  more  than  six  years  ago;  she  still  remains  in  the  same  place,  though  she 
has  been  free  more  than  four  years.  After  spending  a  few  days  at  the  refuge,  she  re- 
turned to  the  family  with  whom  she  so  long  resided,  and  who  speak  of  her  in  the 
highest  terms.  A  mnnager,  on  a  visit  some  time  since  to  a  Sunday  school,  found  a 
former  inmate  instrurliiig  a  class,  and  was  informed  by  the  superintendent,  that  the 
young  man  was  highly  respectable  and  industrious,  and  one  of  the  best  teachers  in  the 
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school.  The  writer  of  a  letter  recently  received,  thus  speaks  of  another  inmate:  "She 
has  lieen  a  most  excellent  girl,  and  we  have  felt  towards  her  and  treated  her  as  a 
daughter.  She  has  continued  in  my  family  until  llie  present  time,  although  she  has 
been  free  more  than  three  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  church,  and  attends  divine 
service  every  Sabbath.  I  have  also  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  she  is  engaged 
to  one  of  the  first  young  men  in  this  vicinity,  and  will  be  married  before  this  letter 
reaches  you.  Her  intended  husband  is  a  professor  of  religion,  and  the  owner  of  a  farm 
in  the  neighborhood.  We  are,  of  course,  glad  to  see  her  doing  well;  but  we  shall  feel 
her  loss,  as  that  of  a  child."  We  refer  to  the  appendix  for  extracts  from  letters  received 
from  those  with  whom  the  inmates  have  been  placed,  showing  their  good  conduct. 

The  managers  would  not  be  understood  to  hold  out  the  expectation  that  reformation 
can  bo  accomplished  in  every  case.  They  are,  from  time  to  time,  sadly  disappointed 
by  linding  their  efforts  unavailing:  but  that  they  are  enabled  to  succeed  in  a  large  ma- 
jority ol'  cases,  is  a  source  of  much  gratification,  not  only  to  them,  but  to  every  friend 
of  humanity.  Even  in  some  of  those  cases,  where  their  exertions  have  been  apparent- 
ly unsuccessful,  time  has  shown  that  they  have  not  been  entirely  lost,  and  that  the 
principles  of  religion,  which  had  been  inculcated,  though  disregarded  for  a  season,  even- 
tually triumphed. 

The  board  would  again  urge  upon  parents  and  guardians,  as  well  as  upon  magistrates, 
the  importance  of  placing  under  the  management  of  the  board,  those  who  have  just 
entered  on  a  career  of  vice,  and  of  not  wailing  until  evil  habiis,  by  long  indulgence, 
have  become  in  a  great  degree,  fixed.  Many  children  might  be  saved,  if  their  vicious 
propensities  were  checked  as  soon  as  they  began  to  develope  themselves,  who  are  now 
irretrievably  ruined  by  the  mistaken  affection  or  culpable  negligence  of  those  who  have 
the  charge  of  them. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  institution  on  the  1st  of  December,  1828,  more  than  1800 
inmates  have  been  admitted."  The  following  table  will  show^  the  number  received 
each  year : 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834  -  -  - 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

In  general,  the  inmates  enjoyed  good  health.  Two  or  three  cases  of  severe  indis- 
position occurred  during  the  past  year.      One  of  these  terminated  fatally. 

In  their  last  report  the  i)oard  stated  that,  in  their  opinion.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Morgan, 
the  matron,  would  prove  an  efficient  and  valuable  officer,  and  they  are  happy  now  to 
say,  that  that  opinion  was  well  founded. 

The  ladies'  committee  continue  their  visits  with  unabated  interest.  These  visits 
must  be  of  essential  benefit  to  the  female  inmates. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent,  ladies'  committee,  and  teachers,  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix,  and  wil;,  no  doubt,  be  read  with  interest. 


BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

TOTAL. 

18 

5 

23 

131 

38 

169 

66 

35 

101 

87 

24 

111 

89 

87 

126 

57 

24 

81 

73 

35 

108 

92 

25 

117 

66 

33 

96 

73 

30 

103 

87 

44 

131 

73 

54 

127 

69 

23 

92 

80 

39 

119 

61 

39 

100 

68 

34 

102 

64 

35 

99 

*Those  who  returned,  after  having  been  indentured,  are  not  included  in  this  number. 
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With  the  humble  hope,  that  the  beneficent  Creator  will  continue  to  bless  the  insti- 
tution, and  to  oruide  those  entrusted  with  its  management,  the  board  submit  their  report. 
By  order  of  the  board  of  managers. 

ALEXANDER  HENRY,  President. 

Attested — James  J.  Barclay,  Secretary,  H.  R. 
Philadelphia,  January  2,  1845. 


House  of  Refuge  in  account  with  Thomas  Earp,  Treasxner. 

DR. 

Paid  orders  drawn  by  Executive  Committee,  from  January  1st,  1844,  to 
January  4lh,  184.5,  for  provisions,  clothing,  fuel,  salaries,  stationery, 
and  repairs  to  buildings,  (fee,  -  .  -  .  . 

Paid  Pennsylvania  Company    for  Insurance  on  Lives,   on    account  of 

Mortgage,  ..-_.-.. 

Paid  do.  do.  for  one  year's  interest  on  do., 

Paid  S.  Patterson,  Treasurer  of  district  of  Spring   Garden,  for   water 

pipes,        -  -,         .   -. 

Paid  E.  &  D.  Burr,  for  building  wash-house,  .  .  _ 

Paid  commissions  for  collecting,  and  discount  on  relief  notes,  - 
Loaned  on  interest,    ------- 

Balance  in  hand,        ..--,._.._ 


CR. 

Balance  as  per  last  annual  report,       -  .  .  -  _ 

Received  for  labor  of  boys,  from  January  1st,  1844,  to  January  4th, 
1845,     ------- 

From  executors  of  Dr.  P.  A.  Blenon,  (deceased,)    - 
From  County  Commissioners,  for  legislative  appropriation  for 
1844,      ------- 

From  State  Treasurer,  do.  do.  do. 

For  life  and  annual  subscriptions,     -  _  -  - 

On  account  of  money  loaned  on  interest,      -  -  - 

From  donation  box  at  House  of  Refuge,       .  -  _ 

For  articles  sold  at  House  of  Refuge,  -  _  . 


Balance  as  per  contra.  _  -  . 

THOMAS  EARP,  Treasurer. 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  4,  1845. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  hereby  certify,  that  they 
have  examined  the  accounts  of  Thomas  Earp,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  tlie  House  of  Refuge, 
and  compared  tiicm  with  tbe  vouchers,  and  tind  the  accounts  correct.  There  is  a  cash 
balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  $240  60,  and  loaned  on  interest  one  thousand 
dollars. 

JOS.  PATTERSON,        ^  ^         ... 
JAMES,  i.  BARCLAY,  5  ^""JWif/ce. 
January  4,  1845. 


$11,641 

77 

4,000 

00 

363 

33 

143 

69 

385 

00 

34 

60 

4,000 

00 

240 

60 

$20,808 

99 

$2,161 

13 

2,211 

90 

300 

00 

9,000 

00 

4,000 

00 

100 

00 

3,000 

00 

11 

96 

24 

00 

!5i20,808 

99 

S240 

60 
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APPENDIX. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

53 

34 

87 

3 

0 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

0 

2 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT.  ' 

To  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge : 

The  Superintendent  respectfully  reports :  The  number  of  subjects  admitted  from 
January  1,  1844,  to  January  1,  1845,  is  as  follows  : 

Committed  by  magistrates,  ... 

"  Court  in  Philadelphia  county, 

"  "         Lancaster  " 

*'  •'  Franklin  " 

"  "         Tioga  " 

"  "         Montgomery       *' 

"  "  Crawford  " 

>'  "         Allegheny  " 

Returned,  having  been  indentured, 

Do.  do.       escaped,  _  _  „ 

69  37  106 

Those  admitted  during  the  year,  were  born  as  follows  : — In  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  57  ;  in  other  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  9  :  New  York,  7  ;  New  Jersey,  2 ; 
Ohio,  1  ;  Vermont,  1  ;  Delaware,  1  ;  Connecticut,  1  ;  Canada,  1  ;  England,  4  ;  Ire- 
land. 4  5  Germany,  2  :  remainder  not  ascertained. 

The  average  age  of  boys  admitted,  is  about  14^  years  ;  girls  14. 

The  average  number  of  boys  through  the  year,  is  109  ;  girls  56. 

The  number  discharged  is  as  follows  : 

Boys. 
By  indenture,         ----••  37 

Sent  to  sea,  -  -  -  -  -  15 

Returned  to  friends.  -  -  -  -  14 

Of  age,  --....  1 

Not  proper  subjects,  -  -  .  _  2 

Absconded  when  employed  outside,  -  -  1 

Escaped,  .  .  .  _  .  i 

Died,        ------  1 

72  44  116 

Remaining  in  the  institution,  January  1,  1845,         -  107  51  158 

The  boys  were  indentured  as  follows  : — To  boot  and  shoemakers,  12  ;  blacksmiths, 
2 ;  storekeepers,  2  ;  confectioner,  1  ;  cabinetmaker,  1  ;  Venetian  blind-maker,  1  :  prin- 
ter, 1  ;  cooper  1  ;  the  remainder  to  farmers. 

The  girls  all  to  housewifery. 

The  boys  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  cane  chair-seats,  bonnet  reeds,  um- 
brella and  parasol  stretchers,  razor-strops,  and  at  bookbinding. 

The  girls  are  employed  at  tailoring,  sewing,  cooking,  washing,  and  other  kinds  of 
housewifery  required  in  the  institution. 

WORK    DONE    BY     BOYS    IN   THE    BINDERY. 

Spelling  books  bound,  ---__.  51,343 

Grammars  do.  ---.-.  629 

Quarto  Bibles,     do.  .---..  171 


Girls. 

Total. 

23 

60 

0 

15 

7 

21 

9 

10 

5 

7 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

- 

20,975 

- 

13,200 

- 

560,200 

- 

87,200 

24,400 

doz. 

1,100 

(; 

753 

25 

- 

9 

- 

15 

lbs. 

16,800 

I.i 

4,200 

gross, 

6,800 

lbs. 

12,102 

doz.  sets. 

3,317 

a         a 

2,915 
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Primers  bound,  .  „  -  -  - 

Spelling  books  folded  and  sewed, 

Bible  sheets  folded,  _  _  ..  _ 

Dictionary  and  surveying  sheets  folded, 

Mensuration,  _  .  _  .  - 

CANE    SHOP. 

Chair-seats  caned,     ..             -  -  -  - 

Chair-seat  frames  made,         .  .  -  - 

Settees  caned,           .             ~  -  -  - 

Wagon  bodies  caned,             .  _  _  - 
Purifying  frames  for  gas  works  caned. 

Rattans  knotted  and  scoured,  .  _  - 

Do.     split  and  shaved,       -  -  -  - 

Bonnet  reeds  made,               _  .  .  . 

UMBRELLA    SHOP. 

Umbrella  stretchers  made,  ... 

Parasol  44  .;  . 

Sun  shade         *«  ''  - 

ARTICLES    PURCHASED    AND   EXPENSES    INCURRED    DURING    THE    YEAR. 

2,606  lbs.  beef  for  family,  ...  -  $16001 

23,170  "       "           inmates,  -  -  -  452  90 

Mutton,  veal  and  pork,  -  -•  -  43  62 

134  lbs.  ham,           -  -  -  -  -  9  19 

31  barrels  wheat  flour,  -  -  -  -  137  75 

270     "       rye         "  -  -  -  -  844  20 

333  bushels  Indian  corn,  -  -  -  -  158  98 

1,273  lbs.  rice,           .  .  .  .  .  41   30 

1,039  bushels  potatoes,  -  -  -  -  404  94 

33       "■        turnips,  -  -  ••  -  5  47 

Cabbage,          -  -  -  -  -  10  50 

1,006  gallons  milk,     -  -  -  ••  -  144  21 

379  lbs.  butter,        -  -         .  -  -  -  71  41 

Marketing,        -  -  -  -  -  46  81 

789  lbs.  coftee,        .  -  -  .  -  62  40 

54     "    tea,             ......  28  37 

678     "    sugar,        -  -  -  -  -  57  46 

117     "    cheese,      -  -  -  -  -  7  86 

887  gallons  molasses,  ....  234  82 

119       "       vinegar,  -  -  -  -  10  71 

Pepper,  ginger,  &c.,  -  -  -  -  1921 

Hops  and  malt,  -  -  •  -  6  31 

441  lbs.  lard,  (partly  for  lamps,)  -  -  -  32  57 

12  sacks  salt,         -  -  -  -  ••  20  60 


11,800  lbs.  soap,  -  .....  108  00 

61     "    starch,       -  -  -  -  4  12 


Boys'  clothing,              -             ...  -  484  20 

Girls'       "       -             -             .             -  .  305  32 

240  pairs  boys' shoes,           -             .             -  -  21515 

316     ''      gills'       "...  -  252  20 

Mending  shoes,              -             .             .  -  157  01 


$3,011   60 


112   12 


1,413  88 


Carried  forward,  $4,537  60 
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Brought  fonvaTd, $4,537  60 

2,113  yards  muslin,   -              -              -  -              - 

439  burlaps,              .              .              -  .              - 

Furniture,  bedding,  &c.,            _  _             . 
Combs,  thread,  tape,  needles,  &;c., 


101   gallons  lamp  oil,  .  _  -  - 

90       "      camphine,  _  .  _  - 

350  lbs.  candles,     .  -  -  -  - 

103  tons  coal,  ....-- 

3  cords  oak  wood,  _  _  -  - 

20     "      pine     "  .  -  ..  - 

Stoves,  pipe,  &c.,  .  .  -  -  - 

Lime  and  sand,  .  _  -  _  - 

Books,  stationery,  &c.,  _  _  _  - 

Printing,  ___--- 

Horse  keeping,  „  .  _  .  - 

Carriage  hire,  .  .  _  .  - 

Repairing  carriage,  wagon,  cart  and  harness. 
Hospital  expenses,        ...... 

Funeral  expenses,         _  _  -  .  - 

Bringing  subjects,  _  _  -  .  - 

Water  rent,       ------ 

Clensing  privies,  -  _  -  .  - 

New  wash-house,  laying  pipes  in  Coates'  street,  and  repairs 

to  buildings,  -  _  -  -  - 

Outfits,  ------ 

Salaries,  including  labor  of  all  kinds,     .  -  - 

Postage,  ------ 

Sundries,  __-_-- 


$164  27 

61 

53 

513 

77 

57 

16 

92 

05 

49 

95 

28 

75 

375 

25 

14 

80 

83 

70 

146 

08 

30 

87 

197 

83 

52 

62 

80 

00 

18 

00 

51 

15 

199 

39 

14 

37 

49 

39 

37 

50 

70 

00 

774 

02 

222 

28 

3,392 

12 

14 

61 

241 

67 

796  73 


170  75 


473  75 


5,591  90 
11,570  73 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

EDWIN  YOUNG,  Superintendent. 
Philadelphia,  January  1,  1845. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LADIES'  COMMITTEE. 

In  presenting  their  annual  report,  the  Ladies'  Committee  have  the  privilege  of  saying 
in  general,  "all  is  well."  The  committee  have  endeavored  to  be  faithful  to  their 
important  trust.  The  house  has  been  visited  every  week  during  the  year.  And  it  is 
with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  satisfaction  they  report  to  the  managers,  that  every  thing 
connected  with  "the  female  department,  in  this  important  institution,  has  their  entire  ap- 
probation— order,  neatness,  economy,  and  good  management  pervade  every  part  of  it — 
and  it  is  their  decided  conviction,  that  there  are  but  few  public  institutions  so  well 
managed  as  our  House  of  Refuge. 

General  good  health  has  prevailed  in  the  establishment,  and  not  a  single  death  has 
occurred  in  the  female  department. 

A  greater  number  than  usual  of  the  girls  have  been  bound  out  during  the  year,  and  it 
affords  us  pleasure  to  state,  that  in  general,  they  are  doing  well,  and  give  satisfaction 
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to  the  families  in  which  they  are  placed  ;  and  from  their  own  letters  to  the  matron  and 
the  committee,  they  seem  much  pleased  with  their  new  homes. 

The  school,  Ave  believe,  has  never  been  in  better  order  than  at  the  present  time  ;  and 
the  o-irls  are  making  commendable  improvement  in  their  studies. 

The  Sunday  school  is  still  continued. 

The  committee  thankfully  acknowledge  a  donation  for  the  Sunday  school,  of  forty- 
live  copies  of  the  Hymn-book,  from  Mrs.  Reed. 

Suitable  tracts  have  been  distributed  among  the  children,  as  in  former  years,  and 
read  with  much  interest,  and  we  hope  with  profit. 

The  manacrers  will  bear  with  us  here,  in  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  a  long  tried  and  devoted  friend  of  this  institution,  who,  during  the  past  year,  was 
suddenly  called  from  time  into  eternity.  We  allude  to  Miss  Stewart,  who,  for  many 
years,  was  a  most  devoted  and  efficient  member  of  our  committee.  She  has  gone, 
we  believe,  to  her  rest  in  a  better  world. 

Our  worthy  matron,  also,  since  she  entered  the  refuge,  has  been  called  to  part  with 
a  beloved  daughter.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  managers,  she  was  permitted  to 
spend  her  last  days  with  her  mother — her  end  was  peace. 

For  an  account  of  the  work  performed  by  the  girls,  we  refer  the  managers  to  the 
matron's  report. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Ladies'  Committee, 

I.  H.  M'DOWELL,  Secretary. 

January,  1845. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  THE  BOYS'  SCHOOL. 

A  report  of  the  present  condition  of  the  boys'  school  in  the  House  of  Refuge,  is 
respectfully  presented  to  Edwin  Young,  superintendent  of  the  institution. 
The  school  consists  of  107  boys — classes  and  studies,  as  follow  : 

CLASS.    NO. 

1.  6.     Goldsmith's  History  of  England;  Trego's  Geography  of  Pennsylvania; 

Young  Man's   Book  of  Prose  ;    Davies'  Arithmetic,   and   Mitchell's 
Geography;  write  on  paper. 

2.  5.     Cobb's  North  American  Reader;  Olney's  History  of  the  United  States; 

Davies'  Arithmetic,  and  Mitchell's  Geography;  write  on  paper. 

3.  14.     Olney's  History  of  the  United  States;  Cobb's  Sequel;  Testament;  Da- 

vies' Arithmetic,  and  Mitchell's  Geography ;  write  on  paper. 

4.  12.     Murray's  English  Reader;  Testament;  Davies' Arithmetic,  and  Mitchell's 

Primary  Geography  ;  write  on  paper. 

5.  18.     Cobb's  Juvenile  Reader,  No.  .3;  Testament;  Butter's  Gradations;  Da- 

vies' Arithmetic,  and  Mitchell's  Primary  Geography;  write  on  paper. 

6.  14.      Cobb's  Juvenile  Reader,    No.  3;  Testament;  Butter's  Gradations,  and 

Davies'  First  Lessons  in  Arithmetic;  write  on  paper. 

7.  14.     CobI)'s  Juvenile  Reader,  No.  2;  Union  Spelling  Book;  Testament,  and 

Davies'  First  Lessons  in  Arithmetic;  write  on  paper. 

8.  11.     Union  Spelling  Book,  and  Davies'  First  Lessons  in  Arithmetic;  six  of 

this  class  write  on  paper,  and  seven  on  slates. 

9.  9.     Butter's  Gradations;  four  of  this  class  write  on  paper,  and  five  on  slates. 
10.         3,     Butter's  Gradations;  write  on  slates. 

All  of  the  above  classes  are  exercised  in  spelling  and  in  tlie  arithmetical  tables. 

Of  the  number,  107  boys  now  in  the  house,  30  read  well;  40  read  tolerably  well; 
25  read  easy  lessons  slowly  and  with  various  proficiency;  some  of  them  not  much  in- 
ferior to  some  of  the  last;  9  spell  and  can  read  a  little;  3  learn  the  alphabet  and  spell; 
92  write  on  paper,  and  1.^)  on  slates;  94  study  arithmetic,  and  5G  learn  geography. 

The  number  belonging  to  the  school  at  the  last  annual  report,  was  110. 

The  number  admitted  since,  69  ;  discharged,  69 ;  escaped,  2  ;  died,  1  ;  present 
number,  107. 
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Of  those  admitted  in  the  past  year,  18  were  ignorant  of  the  alpliabet ;  4  could  spell ; 
33  could  read  a  little ;  12  could  read  tolerably  well  ;  3  could  read  well  ;  31  could  write 
a  little ;  3  could  write  well,  and  14  had  some  knowledge  of  arithmetic. 

Of  those  discharged  in  the  past  year,  25  could  read  well ;  33  could  read  tolerably 
well ;  14  could  read  a  little  ;  53  could  write  a  legible  hand  ;  19  could  write  a  little  ;  57 
had  acquired  some  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  and  19  had  made  some  progress  in  geo- 
graphy. 

During  the  year,  75  boys  received  books  from  the  library. 

The  progress  of  these  pupils  in  their  diflerent  studies  during  the  past  year,  was 
about  the  same  as  in  other  previous  years,  excepting  arithmetic,  in  which  more  than 
the  ordinary  advancement  was  made  in  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

In  belief  that  the  endeavors  used  to  improve  these  boys  in  knowledge  and  virtue, 
have  been  attended  with  reasonable  success,  this  closing  account  of  the  year  is 

RespectfuUv  submitted,  by 

ROBERT  GUY,  Tmc.her. 

January^  1845, 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  THE  GIRLS'  SCHOOL. 

A  report  of  the  condition  of  the  female  school  at  the  House  of  Refuge,  is  respectfully 
submitted  to  JMr.  Edwin  Young,  superintendent. 

The  school  consists  of  51  pupils — classes  and  studies  as  follow  : 

CLASS.         so. 

1.  8.     Goldsmith's   History  of   England  j    Cobb's  North   American  Reader ; 

Young  Lady's  Book  of  Poetry  and  Prose  ;  Sacred  History  ;  Davies' 
Arithmetic,  and  Mitchell's  Geography  ;  write  on  paper. 

2.  7.     Olney's  History  of  the   United  States  ;  Young  Lady's  Book  of  Poetry 

and  Prose  x  Sacred  History  ;  Emerson's  Arithmetic,  and  Olney's  Ge- 
ography ;  write  on  paper. 
•3.        13.     Cobb's  Sequel ;  Sacred  History;  Emerson's  Arithmetic,  and  Mitchell's 

Primary  Geography  ;  write  on  paper. 
4.  5.     Simtaon's  Juvenile  Class  Book,  No.  5;  Testament:  Colburn's  Mental 

Arithmetic,  and  Mitchell's  Primary  Geography  ;  write  on  paper. 
Testament  and  Little  Reckoner ;  write  on  paper. 
Union  Spelling  Book  and  Little  Reckoner ;   write  on  paper. 
Union  Spelling  Book  ;  write  on  slates. 
Practical  Spelling  Book  ;  write  on  slates. 
Since  the  last  annual  report,  there  have  been  29  girls  admitted,  and  33  discharged. 
Of  those  admitted,  8  were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet ;  2  could  spell  words  of  three 
letters  ;   1  could  spell  easy  words  of  two  syllables  ;   12  could  read  a  little  in  easy  read- 
ing ;  4  could  read  tolerably,  and  2  could  read  very  well. 

Of  those  discharged,  7  could  read  very  well ;  13  tolerably;  10  could  read  easy  read- 
ing, and  3  could  spell  easy  words  of  two  syllables  ;  5  could  write  very  well ;  7  tolera- 
bly, and  16  legibly  ;  19  had  studied  geography,  and  had  some  knowledge  of  arithmetic. 
The  attendance  of  the  girls  for  the  past  year  has  been  unusually  good.  Their  con- 
duct, in  regard  to  erder  and  decorum,  would  have  been  creditable  to  children  whose 
opportunities  for  improvement  have  been  far  greater  than  theirs ;  and  in  their  various 
studies  they  have  made  commendable  proficiency.  There  have  been  but  three  dis- 
charged from  the  school  during  the  year  that  were  unable  to  read  the  Scriptures ;  and 
there  is  certainly  good  ground  to  hope,  that  the  benefits  received  in  tiiis  institution,  may 
extend  to  future  years ;  and  by  the  blessing  of  Him,  who  alone  can  give  the  increase, 
assist  them,  not  only  in  becoming  good  and  respectable  members  of  the  connnunity, 
but  enable  ihem  to  "fly  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  them." 

Respectfully. 

■  ELIZA  D.  BOURNE,  Teacher. 
January^  1845. 
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Doc.  No.  52. 

Communication  from   the   Superintendent  of  Common   Schools, 
relative  to  the  undrawn  balances  of  the  School  Fund. 


READ— March  19,   1845. 


Secretary's  Of  fice,  ^ 

Harnsburg,  March  19,  1845.  5 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — In  accordance  with  the  resokuion  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  statement  of  the  amount  due  to  the  several  school  districts,  which  ac- 
cepted the  system  in  the  spring  of  1844,  but  failed  to  receive  the  appropriation  due  for 
that  or  previous  school  years,  in  consequence  of  not  filing  the  certificates  of  assessment 
(the  dates  of  which  are  herein  specified)  till  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  31st  May 
last,  repealing  all  former  appropriations. 

And  also  a  statement  of  the  undrawn  balances  of  school  appropriations  payable  to 
each  of  the  non  accepting  districts,  repealed  by  the  above  mentioned  act. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.   MILLER, 
Superintendent  of  Connnon  Schools. 
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Statement  of  the  amount  due  to  the  several  school  districts  whicli  accepted  the  system 
in  the  sprint  of  1844,  but  did  not  file  their  certihcates  of  assessment  in  time  to 
receive  the  appropriation  for  the  school  year  1844,  together  with  the  date  of  their 
respective  certificates. 


District. 


Huntingdon,  -  -  -  - 
New  Brighton, 

Belfast,  -  -  -  -  - 

Greenfield,       _         -         -         - 
Napier,  (3  years  appropriation,) 
Herrick,  _         -         -         - 

Pike, 

Sraithfield,  .  -  -  - 
Buckingham,   -  -         -         - 

Southampton,  .         .         - 

Penn  Forrest,  .         _         _ 

Ferguson,  _  -  -  .. 
N.  Coventry,  -  -  -  - 
Londonderry,  -  -  -  - 
Londongrove,  -  -  -  - 
Newlin,  .         ..         .         - 

Penn,  .  -  -  -  - 
W.  Pikeland,  -  -  -  - 
W.  Vincent,  -  -  -  - 
Clarion  borough,  (2  years  appro'n. 
Paint,  -  -  -  -  - 
Redbank,  _  _  .  . 
Pine  Grove,  -  -  -  - 
*Logans villa,  (9  years  appropria'n. 
Jordan,  -  -         -         - 

Monture,  .         _  .         - 

Valley,  (4  years  appropriation,) 
Upper  Chichester,    -         -         - 
Thornberry,     -         -         -         - 
Perry,     -         -         -  .         - 

Hamilton,  ....  - 
Centre,   -  -         -  -  - 

Franklin,  (3  years  appropriation,) 
Jackson,  .         .         .         _ 

Jeflerson,  (4  years  appropriation,) 
Morgan,  .  .  -  . 

Morris,   -         -         -         -         - 
Washington,  (3  years  appropria'n. 
Wayne,  .  .         _  . 

Shirley,  _         .         .         _ 

Heidleberg,  .  -  -  - 
^Londonderry,  (9  y'rs.  appro'n.) 
Mill  Creek,  -  -  -  - 
Exeter,  -         -  .  -         - 

Hepburn,         .         .         -         - 

Menno, 

Price, 

Whitpain,        -         _         .         - 


County. 


Adams, 
Beaver, 
Bedford, 

Do. 

Do. 
Bradford, 

Do. 

Do. 
Bucks, 

Do. 
Carbon, 
Centre, 
Chester, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.  • 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Clarion, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Clinton, 
Clearfield, 
Columbia, 

Do. 
Delaware, 

Do. 
Fayette, 
Franklin, 
Greene, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Huntingdon, 
Lebanon, 

Do. 

Do. 
Luzerne, 
Lycoming, 
Mifflin, 
Monroe, 
Montgomery, 


Amount. 


Date  of  certificate. 


$348 

00 

July 

1, 

1844. 

200 

00 

(( 

4, 

a 

155 

00 

May 

29, 

a 

434 

00 

June 

15, 

a 

1,105 

00 

Oct. 

10, 

a 

129 

00 

June 

3, 

a 

315 

90 

Sept. 

14, 

a 

328 

00 

June 

12, 

a 

582 

00 

(( 

1, 

a 

315 

00 

a 

10, 

a 

126 

00 

Feb'ry 

6, 

1845. 

340 

00 

Sept. 

29, 

1844. 

455 

00 

Dec. 

17, 

n 

141 

00 

June 

24, 

a 

287 

00 

(( 

8, 

a 

188 

00 

July 

13, 

a 

134 

00 

a 

20, 

a 

166 

00 

May 

10, 

a 

254 

00 

June 

26, 

a 

288 

00 

May 

27, 

a 

159 

00 

June 

5, 

a 

199 

00 

July 

a 

132 

00 

April 

23, 

a 

303 

52 

Nov. 

29, 

a 

93 

00 

June 

3, 

a 

175 

00 

August 

a 

578 

00 

a 

3, 

a 

111 

00 

June 

21, 

a 

164 

00 

August  10, 

a 

299 

00 

June 

1, 

a 

412 

00 

May 

24, 

a 

311 

00 

June 

29, 

a 

1,035 

00 

March 

8, 

1845. 

189 

00 

May 

30, 

1844. 

1,136 

00 

Nov. 

4, 

•  ; 

262 

00 

June 

19, 

a 

274 

00 

August  31, 

a 

538 

00 

Jan'y. 

4, 

1845. 

245 

00 

May 

25, 

1844. 

294 

00 

August  27, 

a 

340 

00 

May 

31, 

(^ 

4,055 

10 

Sept. 

21, 

a 

672 

76 

Nov. 

2, 

a 

234 

00 

May 

31, 

a 

306 

00 

August 

9, 

a 

230 

00 

May 

25, 

a 

87 

00 

July 

9, 

ii. 

340 

00 

August 

n, 

ii. 
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Statement —  Continued. 


District. 

County. 

Amount. 

Date  of  certificate. 

Turbut,  -         -         -         -         - 

Northumberland, 

$205  00 

June      20,  1844. 

Delaware,        _         -         .         .. 

Do. 

370  00 

August  24,      ' 

Lewis,    ----- 

Do. 

275  00 

"       21,      ' 

Madison,          -         -         -         _ 

Perry, 

278  00 

May      29,      ' 

Oliver,    ----- 

Do. 

183  00 

"       25,      ' 

Toboyne,         .         .         .         - 

Do. 

292  00 

Sept.      27,      ' 

Oswego,           -         -         _         - 

Potter, 

19  00 

July       15,      ' 

Manheim,  (4  years  appropriation,) 

Schuylkill, 

1,360  00 

May       30,      ' 

Milford,           ....         - 

Somerset, 

418  00 

June      29,      ' 

Kelly,     ----- 

Union, 

153  00 

August  15,      ' 

Spring  Creek, 

Warren, 

109  00 

Dec.      15,     ' 

Chartiers, 

Washington, 

480  00 

June        8,      ' 

W.  Pike-run,            ..         _         _ 

Do. 

203  00 

xMay      25,      ' 

Buckingham,  (3  y'rs.  appropriat'n.) 

Wayne, 

162  00 

June        1,      ' 

Berlin,    -         -         -         -      .  - 

Do. 

137  00 

Mav      29,      « 

Palmyra,          -         _         .         - 

Do. 

101   00 

Dec.      27,      ' 

Hempfield,       -         -         _         - 

Westmoreland, 

989  00 

June        8,      ' 

E.  Huntingdon,        -         -         - 

Do. 

375  001  May      25,      ' 

Hellam,            -         -         -         - 

York, 

374  00 

June        3,      ' 

Upper  Windsor,  (3  y'rs.  appro'n.) 

Do.  • 

962  00 

"         4,      ' 

Total,  -         -         -         - 

$26,839  28 

*For  further  particulars  respecting  Logans ville  and  Londonderry  districts,  see  Annual 
Report  of  the  Superintendent  for  1844 — page  12. 
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Statement  of  the  amount  of  undrawn  balances  of  conmion  school  appropriation  pay- 
able to  each  of  the  non-accepting  districts,  when  repealed  May  31st,  1844. 


Districts. 


Germany, 

Latimore, 

Reading, 

Tyrone, 

Union, 

Londonderry, 

St.  Clair, 

Southampton,    - 

Union, 

Albany, 

Amity, 

Alsace, 

Bern, 

Bern,  Upper 

Bethel, 

Brecknock, 

Colebrookdale, 

Cumru, 

District, 

Douglass, 

Earl, 

Exeter,     - 

Greenwich, 

Heidleberg, 

Hereford, 

Long  Swamp, 

Maiden  Creek, 

Maxatawney, 

Oley,         - 

Pike, 

Richmond, 

Rockland, 

Tulpehoeken, 

Tulpehocken,  Upper 

Washington, 

Windsor, 

Wysox, 

Bedminster, 

Durham, 

Haycock, 

Milford, 

New  Britain, 

Southampton, 

Richland, 

Rockhill, 

Springfield, 

W^arminstcr, 

Warrington, 

Warwick, 

Richland, 


Counties. 


Adams, 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Bedford, 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Berks, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Bradford, 
Bucks, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Cambria, 


Amount. 

$208 

00 

203 

00 

2,032 

03 

178 

00 

390 

00 

128 

00 

374 

00 

660 

00 

211 

00 

2,267 

80 

2,418 

74 

4,836 

74 

5,244 

93 

4,590 

18 

2,963 

83 

1,906 

18 

1,832 

12 

5,027 

50 

1,244 

53 

1,749 

27 

1,981 

90 

3,224 

70 

i    2,898 

09 

5,985 

83 

2,447 

79 

3,283 

00 

3,177 

00 

3,304 

44 

3,184 

00 

1,613 

00 

2,703 

82 

2,704 

43 

4,595 

00 

2,888 

44 

1,956 

65 

3,635 

32 

250 

00 

3,514 

50 

476 

00 

2,187 

20 

4,241 

71 

2,719 

30 

3,122 

23 

3,637 

21 

4,074 

38 

4.200 

56 

1,638 

32 

1.251 

60 

2,238 

46 

200 

00 

300 
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Districts. 


Haines, 

Bradford,  East  - 

Kennett, 

West  Town, 

Beaver, 

Ferguson, 

Crawford, 

Logan,      -  -  - 

Green,      -         .         . 

Mifflin,     - 

Lykens, 

Rush,       -         -         _ 

Tinicum, 

Warren, 

Cumberland, 

Dunkard, 

Greene, 

Marion, 

Monongahela, 

Whitely, 

Perry,       -         _         .. 

Armstrong, 

Brecknock, 

Cocalico,  East 

Cocalico,  West 

Earl,  West 

Elizabeth, 

Lampeter,  East 

Manheim, 

Warwick, 

Upper  Leacock, 

Annville, 

Bethel,      - 

Jackson, 

Lebanon  township.  North 

Lebanon  township.  South 

Heidleberg, 

Lowhill, 

Lynn,       -         .         . 

Macungie,  Lower 

Sanoon,  Upper 

Weiscnburg, 

Blakcley, 

Butler, 

Kingston, 

Neseopeck, 

Plymouth, 

Sugarloaf, 

Wilkesbarre  borough, 

Wilkesbarre%wnship, 

Newton  Falls, 

Limestone, 


Counties. 


Centre, 
Chester, 
do. 
do. 
Clarion, 
Clearfield, 
Clinton, 
do. 
do. 
Columbia, 
Dauphin, 

do. 
Delaware, 
Franklin, 
Greene, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Indiana, 
Lancaster, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Lebanon, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Lehigh, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Luzerne, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Lycoming, 


Amount. 


00 
00 


$3,746  75 
259  00 
285  00 
1,473  17 
409  00 
50  00 
152  00 
859  00 
698  36 
3,667  90 
2,557  47 
132  00 
174  00 
178 
431 
494  00 
1,272  38 
360  00 
1,724  00 
160  00 
221  00 
235  00 
2,192  06 
3,115  96 
3,279  31 
2,956  70 
4,027  21 
395  00 
3,943  47 
7,713  10 
3,475  54 
5,275  82 
3,105  40 
4,430  91 
2.774  00 
5,092  34 
4,671  94 
1,404  74 
1,628  00 
4,273  43 
5,219  26 
3,164  00 
308  00 
663  28 
493  00 
208  00 
272  00 
323  00 
1,233  00 
930  00 
105  00 
189  00 
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Districts. 


Moielaiid, 

Nippenose, 

Pliinket's  Creek, 

Williaiiisport, 

Douglas,:/ 

Fraiiconia, 

Frederick, 

Hatfield, 

Horseham, 

Limerick, 

Morelaud, 

New  Hanover, 

Perkioinen, 

Potlsgrove, 

Providence,  Upper 

Salford,  Lower 

Saltord,  Upper 

Springfield, 

Towaaiencin, 

Upper  Dublin, 

Upper  Hanover, 

Worcester, 

Coal  township, 

Jackson, 

Little  Mahanoy, 

Lower  Mahanoy, 

Upper  Mahanoy, 
Homer, 
Pike, 

Barry,       .  -  - 

Brunswig,  East, 
Brunswig,  West 
Mahan tango,  Lower 
Mahantango,  Upper 
Pine  Grove  township. 
Rush,        -         -         - 
Union.      -         -         - 
Wayne,    -  -  - 

West  Penn, 
Brothers'  Valley, 
Connemaugh,    - 
Paint,        -  -  - 

Summit,   -  -  - 

Auburn,    -  -  - 

Horacetown, 
Chapman, 

Beaver,     -         -  - 

Middle  Creek,  - 
Perry,       .  -  - 

Union,      _         -         - 
Sugar  Creek,     - 
Ml.  Pleasant  township. 


Counties. 

Amount. 

Lycoming, 

$158  00 

do. 

.59  00 

do. 

118  00 

do. 

375  00 

Montgomery, 

1,953  27 

do. 

2,304   15 

do. 

2,483  46 

do. 

1,854  40 

do. 

2,553  46 

do. 

3,286  00 

do. 

4,393  35 

do. 

2,780  00 

do. 

2,985  30 

do. 

2,777  21 

do. 

3,992   16 

do. 

2,267  89 

do. 

2,015  81 

do. 

228  00 

do. 

1,783  83 

do. 

3,149   14 

do. 

2,990  78 

do. 

2,537  51 

Northumberland, 

2;-8  00 

do. 

2,475  64 

do. 

438   10 

do. 

2,105  00 

do. 

1,998  00 

Potter, 

11   00 

do. 

35  00 

Schuylkill, 

1,013  85 

do. 

1,793  00 

do. 

2,G>)2  16 

do. 

1,400  43 

do. 

2,2".3  75 

do. 

2,005  04 

do. 

770  72 

do. 

1,5>6  42 

do. 

2,588  98 

do. 

2,410  21 

Somerset, 

2,6 18  86 

do. 

1,358  13 

do. 

1U8  00 

do. 

1J5  00 

Susquehanna, 

278  00 

Tioga, 

70  00 

Union, 

792  00 

do. 

4,o>-i8  30 

do. 

1,(:14  29 

do. 

7^9  00 

do. 

1.1 16  00 

Venango, 

156  00 

Westmoreland, 

1,4S8  00 

303 
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Districts. 

Counties. 

Amount. 

Exeter,     - 

_ 

Wyoming, 

836  00 

Codorus, 

- 

- 

York, 

2,331   58 

Codorus,  N.      - 

- 

. 

do. 

3,063  60 

Conewago, 

- 

- 

do. 

2,522  58 

Dover, 

- 

. 

do. 

4,031   38 

Franklin, 

- 

. 

do. 

1,839  66 

Heidleberg, 

- 

- 

do. 

3,371   56 

Manchester, 

- 

. 

do. 

4,442  35 

Manchester,  W,, 

- 

. 

do. 

2,689  60 

Manheim, 

.. 

_ 

do. 

3,242  48 

Paradise, 

_ 

. 

do. 

4,118  81 

Springfield, 

- 

_ 

do. 

2,662  00 

Spring  C4arden, 

- 

. 

do. 

3,651   14 

V/arrington, 

_ 

_ 

do. 

328  00 

Washington, 

- 

. 

do.  • 

2,688  81 

York  township. 

- 

- 

do. 

3,150  00 

Total,     - 

$350,115  72 

Note. — The  undrawn  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  1836,  is  not  included  in  the 
above.  The  appropriations  of  1835  and  1836,  were  deposited  for  disbursement  in  the 
several  county  treasuries,  and  no  report  of  the  amount  paid  out  has  been  made  to  this 
department. 
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Doc.  No.  53. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners,  transmitted  to 
the  Governor,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  29th  April,  18-1-4. 


READ— March  19,  1845. 


To  His  Excellency.  Francis  R.  Shunk, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  forty-fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Assembly 
passed  the  29lh  day  of  April,  1844,  entitled  "An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt,  and  to 
incorporate  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  railroad  company,"  the  board  of  revenue  com- 
missioners present  the  following  report : 

They  have  found  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  act  of  Assembly  under  which 
they  are  constituted,  one  of  no  ordinary  character.  In  all  tlieir  deliberations  they  have 
met  with  embarrassments  of  the  most  serious  kind.  They  had  no  precedents  of  any 
similar  agency  to  afford  them  any  assistance  in  the  performance  of  their  arduous,  per- 
plexing, and  ungracious  task.  When  they  assembled  they  found  no  materials  pro- 
vided that  could  be  used  in  the  work,  except  simply  the  returns  of  the  county 
valuations  for  the  year  1845,  and  not  all  even  of  those.  They  had  nothing  with  which 
those  returns  could  be  compared,  except  the  very  imperfect  returns  of  former  years — 
and  such  a  comparison  could  afford  but  little  satisfaction.  The  returns  of  the  present 
year  were,  in  most  cases,  exceedingly  indefinite  and  defective,  and  the  returns  of  former 
years  were  no  better.  As  might  be  expected,  from  the  action  of  many  minds  without 
union  and  consultation,  there  was  very  little  correspondence  in  the  mode  of  making  up 
the  returns.  Many  counties  made  a  return  merely  of  the  value  of  real  property  in  the 
aggregate,  and  of  the  personal  property  in  the  aggregate,  enumerating  neither  townships 
nor  items.  By  this  mode  of  making  the  returns,  the  board  were  deprived  of  a  very  im- 
portant means  of  testing  the  accuracy  and  fulness  of  the  valuation,  and  were  entirely 
unable  to  arrive  at  any  proper  discrimination  of  the  various  objects  liable  to  different  de- 
grees of  taxation.  Watches  were  returned  sometimes  by  number,  without  distinction  of 
kinds,  sometimes  by  value  alone,  and  but  seldom  in  the  classes  provided  for  in  the  act 
of  Assembly.  Watches,  carriages,  and  money  at  interest,  were  united  in  one  item. 
Horses  and  cattle  were  valued  with  the  land.  Occupations  and  salaries  were  returned 
in  mass,  without  distinguishing  between  those  over  and  those  under  two  hundred  dollars. 
Furniture  was  sometimes  valued  with  salaries  and  carriages,  though  each  was  subject 
to  different  rates  of  taxation.  Stocks  in  foreign  corporations  were  mosdy  blended  with 
those  of  state  corporations,  so  that  the  board  could  make  no  discrimination,  though  the 
former  only  are  subject  to  taxation  in  the  ordinary  way. 

When  we  resorted  to  returns  of  former  years,  in  the  Auditor  General's  oflice,  to  aid 
us  in  the  difficulties,  we  found  thern  equally  defective.  The  present  State  Treasurer 
had  observed  theso  defects  in  the  returns  before  the  meeting  of  the  board,  and  had 
issued  instructions,  by  means  of  which  new  returns  were  received  before  and  after  the 
meeting  of  the  board,  which,  in  some  measure,  supplied  these  defects,  as  to  some 
counties ;  leaving  the  board,  however,  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever,  as  to  many  coun- 
ties, and  on  some  parts  of  the  county  valuations.  It  may  be  remarked,  to  show  the 
importance  of  specific  returns,  that  in  some  instances,  the  board  were  enabled  by  this 
means  to  discover  and  correct  important  errors ;  in  one  case  having  detected  an  error  in 
the  return  of  valuation  of  a  single  township  of  some  $70,000. 

To  obviate  the  difficulties  which  presented  themselves,  the  board  immediately  pre- 
pared interrogatories  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  from  the  several  counties, 
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that  miirht  furnish  some  means  of  comparison,  to  test  the  accuracy  and  fairness  of  the 
returns  submitted  to  them.  These  interrogatories  were  sent  to  individuals  in  all  the 
counties  in  tlie  state.  la  addition  to  this,  the  hoard  resorted  to  the  testimony  of  such 
persons,  residents  of  the  several  counties,  as  they  found  temporarily  at  the  seat  of 
o-overnment.  In  this  way  the  board  succeeded  in  obtaining  testimony  from  nearly  all 
the  counties.  By  an  express  provision  in  the  act  of  Assembly,  the  board,  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duly,  were  confined  exclusively  to  the  evidence  which  they  might 
receive  from  the  citizens,  officers  and  records  of  the  respective  counties.  However 
important  might  be  the  facts  in  the  knowlediie  of  other  persons,  they  could  not  be  used 
by  the  board.  The  board  do  not  complain  of  this  as  an  improper  provision,  but  men- 
tion it,  as,  under  the  .circumstances,  in  some  measure  increasing  their  difficulties. 
Many  of  the  counties  were  so  distant,  and  the  means  of  communication  so  tardy,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  receive  any  testimony  from  them  within  any  reasonable  time. 
Though  there  was  no  legal  limitation  of  the  time  of  session  of  the  board,  yet  the  Legis- 
lature seem  to  have  indicated,  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  their  opinion  that  the  whole 
labors  of  the  board  might  properly  be  brought  to  a  termination  ■within  the  space  of 
thirty  davs;  and  the  board  thought  they  saw  other  circumstances,  quite  as  cogent, 
which  seemed  to  demand  a  speedy  decision:  they  allude  especially  to  the  fact,  that  the 
time  had  already  arrived  when  the  warrants  to  collect  the  taxes  are  usually  issued,  and 
the  action  of  the  commissioners  and  collectors  in  all  the  counties  were  necessarily  sus- 
pended awaiting  the  final  action  of  the  board. 

Under  the  force  of  these  considerations,  the  board,  after  two  weeks  diligently  spent 
by  them  in  receiving  testimonj^  orally,  and  in  writing,  and  in  examining  the  various 
returns  which  they  could  obtain,  commenced  the  work  of  adjusting  and  equalizing  the 
valuations  of  the  several  counties,  and  herewith  present  a  tabular  statement  exhibitmg 
the  result  of  their  labors.  The  board  did  not.  however,  suspend  their  examination  of 
witnesses,  but  continued  the  same,  as  they  had  opportunity  during  their  whole  session; 
continuing,  also,  to  receive  depositions  from  the  different  counties,  in  answer  to  the 
interrogatories  issued  by  them,  and  suspending  the  decision  on  the  several  counties, 
until  sufficient  evidence  was  obtained,  or  a  decision  could  no  longer  be  suspended. 

Another  mode  adopted  by  the  board  to  obtain  a  test,  by  which  to  judge  of  the  accu- 
racy of  the  valuations,  was  by  sending  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  different  counties, 
a  requisition  to  furnish  the  board  witli  lists  of  sheriff's  and  orphans'  court  sales,  and 
partition  appraisements  of  lands  in  the  respective  counties  during  the  last  five  years, 
together  with  the  present  assessed  valuation  of  the  same  lands.  In  pursuance  of  this 
requisition,  lists  were  received  from  some  of  the  counties,  and  were  discovered  by  the 
board  to  furnish  evidence  of  a  very  important  character,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to 
procure  such  lists  from  more  than  a  small  number  of  counties  in  the  short  time  which 
the  board  felt  themselves  permitted  to  devote  to  the  consideration  of  their  work.  A 
table  herewith  presented,  exhibiting  a  parallel  between  the  assessed  valuation,  and  the 
price  paid  for  lands  at  such  sales,  and  the  appraisements  in  partition,  compared  with 
the  assessed  valuation  of  lands,  will  show  at  once  the  importance  of  this  kind  of  evidence. 
In  many  cases  of  sheriff's  sales,  the  assessed  valuation  is  very  largely  above  the  price 
paid;  a  matter  easily  accounted  for  by  those  acquainted  with  the  frequent  sacrifices, 
and  low  prices  at  sheriff's  sales,  from  suspicion  of  defective  title,  and  f^rom  sales  being 
often  made  at  nominal  prices  for  special  purposes,  and  from  other  causes.  In  the 
orphans'  court  sales  aud  appraisements  in  partition,  the  board  think  they  have  discov- 
ered a  surer  and  very  important  test.  Even  in  these  it  will  be  observed  by  the  tables, 
that  there  are  instances  of  assessed  valuations  greatly  beyond  the  price  paid  ;  some  of 
these  may  have  licen  occasioned  by  valuable  improvements  having  been  made  since  the 
purchase.  If  time  were  allowed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  counties  in  procuring 
these  returns,  they  might  be  able  to  obtain  and  set  out  such  information,  as  would 
account  for  these  differences.  The  lists  accompanying  this  report,  are  selected  from 
such  returns,  as  the  board  were  enabled  to  procure  in  answer  to  their  requisitions. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  importance  of  the  evidence  furnished  by  those  lisls.  the 
board  fi.'lt  precluded  from  making  use  of  them  in  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the  dilTer- 
cnt  counties;  because,  there  were  only  a  few  of  the  eastern  counties  from  whicli  they 
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could  be  procured  in  any  reasonable  time  ;  and  it  seemed  to  the  board  to  be  improper 
to  apply  such  a  test,  (a  severe  one  in  some  instances.)  to  the  eastern  counties,  where  a 
similar  test  could  not  be  obtained  and  applied  to  the  more  distant  counties  of  the  north 
and  west.  Thus  entirely  shut  out  from  the  most  important  evidence,  which  might  be 
obtained  with  the  utmost  facility  for  any  subsequent  board,  the  board  were  thrown  back 
upon  the  testimony  of  witnesses  examined  at  their  bar,  and  upon  the  depositions  sent 
to  the  board  answering  their  interrogatories,  and  u[)on  the  returns.  The  testimony 
thus  obtained  seemed  to  the  board  very  unsatisfactory  in  its  nature,  and  very  danger- 
ous to  be  followed  in  decreeing  an  addition  to  the  taxes  of  any  portion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens. 

When  the  board  commenced  their  business  thev  were  entirely  without  experience 
as  to  the  peculiar  duties  assigned  to  them,  and  they  knew  of  no  similar  proceeding 
elsewhere,  whose  history  couUl  furnish  them  any  instruction.  It  was  therefore  with 
the  utmost  hesitation  that  they  proceeded  in  every  step  of  their  way.  They  have 
themselves  discovered  errors  in  their  course,  and  they  have  no  tloubt,  that  still  other 
errors  may  be  observed  by  those  who  shall  hereafter  read  the  journal  of  the  board. 
The  errors,  however,  in  the  form  of  their  proceedings,  and  in  their  modes  of  arrivino- 
at  facts,  can  afford  but  little  matter  of  regret,  if  the  main  part  of  their  duty  has  been 
performed  in  such  a  way  as  to  do  injury  to  none. 

When  the  board  came  to  consider  the  testimony,  on  which  alone  they  could  with 
justice  act,  because  it  alone  could  be  applied  to' the  diilerent  counties  with  any  kind  of 
equality,  they  were  compelled  practically  to  atlopt  the  rule  that  they  would  add  to  the 
valuation  of  no  county,  except  whore  the  justice  and  duty  of  so  doing  were  perlectly 
clear.  Thus,  in  relation  to  some  counties  it  seemed  to  the  board  clearly  proved  by  the 
testimony  of  their  own  citizens,  that  the  lands  in  those  counties  were  very  con- 
siderably under-valued.  Yet,  even  in  such  cases,  the  board  felt  themselves  constrained 
for  the  present  valuation,  to  stop  considerably  short  of  the  addition  which  seemed  justi- 
fied by  the  evidence.  There  were  several  other  instances  wherein  it  was  clearly 
proved  to  the  board,  by  the  returns  of  the  county  commissioners,  and  by  the  testimony 
of  witnesses,  that  the  whole  valuations  of  the  counties,  as  made  by  the  assessors  and 
assistant  assessors  of  the  several  townships,  had  been  reduced  by  order  of  the  county 
commissioners,  by  striking  off  at  once,  one-third  of  the  assessors'  valuation  ;  and  in 
some  cases  it  was  proved  that  the  avowed  motive  of  this  proceedmg  was  to  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  county  commissioners,  would  be  an  unequal  pro- 
portion of  the  public  debt.  In  this  way  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  wholesome  provi- 
sions of  the  acts  of  1841  and  18i2  were  most  effectually  evaded. 

The  several  assessors  and  assistant  assessors,  took  a  solemn  oath,  that  they  would 
"justly  and  honestly  assess  and  value  all  real  estate,  &c,  within  their  township,  ward 
or  district,  according  to  the  actual  value  thereof,  and  at  the  price  for  which  they  should 
believe  the  same  would  bona  fide  sell  ;"  the  said  sale  being  further  detined  to  mean, 
for  cash  and  separately  made,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  presume,  that  the  valuations  so  made, 
were  correct,  until  soiuething  to  the  contrary  appears.  The  county  commissioners  have 
no  such  solemn  obligation  imposed  upon  them.  Where  the  county  commissioners  un- 
dertake to  order  the  whole  valuation  of  a  county  to  be  reduced  in  such  a  manner,  they 
assume  a  control  not  granted  to  them;  even  as  members  of  the  board  of  revision,  to 
"revise,  correct  and  equalize  the  valuation,"  such  a  proceeding  cannot  be  justified  by 
their  office.  It  is  a  plain  assumption  of  the  duties  committed  to  other  functionaries; 
and  if  permitted  to  pass,  amounts  to  a  complete  evasion  of  the  law.  The  board  have 
no  doubt  that,  in  every  instance  of  this  sort,  the  act  was  done  under  an  honest  convic- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  county  commissioners,  that  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
great  injustice  to  their  county.  But  the  proceeding  was  in  direct  hostility  to  the  mode 
of  equalization  provided  in  the  law  ;  it  was  setting  an  example  that  would  necessarily 
produce  the  very  inequality  complained  of.  It  seems  like  an  unfair  assumption  on 
their  part,  that  all  the  rest  of  the  state  is  dishonestly  valued,  and  it  is  undertaking,  in  a 
matter  where  self-interest  may  he  the  principal  prompter  of  their  judgment,  to  perform 
the  very  dilBcult  task  of  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the  whole  state. 
Vol.  II.— 30  S. 
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Besides  the  evidence  furnislied  by  the  returns  in  such  cases,  the  board  had  also  abun- 
dant evidence  that  there  had  been  no  sucli  depreciation  of  property  in  those  counties  as 
would  justify  the  large  deduction  which  was  thus  made,  and  they  felt  no  dithculty  in 
deciding  that  it  was  their  duty  to  restore  at  least  some  part  of  the  valuation  thus  de- 
ducted. To  restore  those  counties  to  what  seemed  the  most  proper  valuation,  the  board 
would  perhaps  have  been  justified  in  adding  in  several  cases,  a  larger  sum  than  they 
have  to  the  returned  valuations.  It  is  hoped  that  a  justification  of  this  moderation  will 
be  found,  in  favor  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  board,  when  it  is  considered  how  diffi- 
cult it  has  been  to  obtain  such  clear  evidence,  as  would  make  plain  our  path  before  us. 
The  board  could  plainly  see  the  duty  of  going  thus  far,  further  they  could  not;  they 
have  studied  moderation  in  all  their  proceedings.  In  many  cases,  the  valuations  of  the 
present  year  are  a  small  amount  below  the  valuations  of  preceding  years,  for  which  the 
board  could  see  no  sufiicient  reason;  yet  on  the  other  hand,  they  had  no  suflicient 
proof  that  such  valuations  were  wrong,  and  they  were  compelled  to  let  them  stand  as 
they  were  found  :  the  evidence  of  the  depreciation  of  property  in  many  places,  furnish- 
ing some  evidence  that  the  reduced  valuation  might  possibly  be  right. 

In  their  attempts  to  procure  testimony  on  which  they  could  confidently  rely,  the 
board  have  been  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  unwillingness  of  witnesses  to  attend 
when  they  have  been  summoned  ;  and  it  did  not  seem  clear  that  the  board  had  authority 
to  compel  them.  Besides  this,  comparatively  few  of  those  to  whom  interrogatories 
were  sent  by  the  board,  have  been  willing  to  answer  them.  If  provision  could  be 
made  by  which  this  difliculty  could  be  obviated,  it  would,  no  doubt,  greatly  facilitate 
the  proceedings  of  subsequent  boards. 

The  board  might  perhaps  be  permitted  here  to  suggest,  that  if  proper  authority 
were  given  to  the  Auditor  General  or  State  Treasurer,  nearly  all  the  foregoing  difficul- 
ties might  be  overcome.  It  seems  to  the  board  that  the  commissioners  of  every  county 
ought  to  be  required  to  adopt  the  same  form  in  the  returns  made  by  them.  Authorita- 
tive instructions  should  be  issued  by  the  Auditor  General,  requiring  very  specific 
returns  from  the  commissioners  of  the  whole  amount  of  each  object  of  taxation,  in  each 
township  in  their  respective  counties  ;  or  at  least  the  classifications  of  objects  should 
be  as  numerous  as  is  at  all  consistent  with  accuracy  and  convenience.  This  would  be 
of  great  use  to  the  Auditor  General,  and  any  subsequent  board  of  revenue  commis- 
sioners, in  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  returns.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  can  be  of  any 
use  unless  proper  forms  are  prepared  at  Harrisburg,  and  sent  to  all  the  county  commis- 
sioners. 

In  the  course  of  their  investigations,  the  board  discovered  very  great  discrepancies  in 
the  returns  of  the  amounts  of  trades  and  occupations  over  two  hundred  dollars.  In 
some  counties  these  seem  to  have  been  assessed  with  great  fairness  and  care,  while 
the  board  thought  they  discovered,  in  other  counties,  a  manifest  and  most  censurable 
negligence.  The  same  observation  may  be  made  in  relation  to  salaries  and  emoluments 
of  office  over  two  hundred  dollars.  It  seems  to  the  board  that,  in  many  counties,  the 
assessors  have  assumed  a  very  low  standard  of  income  as  a  general  measure  for  all 
offices  and  occupations  of  a  similar  character,  having  very  little  or  no  reference  to  the 
real  amount  of  income,  the  only  standard  allowed  by  the  act  of  Assembly.  In  this  way 
the  income  of  individuals,  than  which  there  is  no  more  legitimate  object  of  taxation, 
is  almost  entirely  exempt,  and  the  burden  of  supporting  the  government  is  still  almost 
exclusively  thrown  upon  the  land,  wiiich  the  Legislature  have,  of  late  years,  anxiously 
endeavored  to  relieve.  The  board  have  thought  that  if  special  and  minute  instructions 
were  issued  from  the  Auditor  General,  to  be  given  to  each  assessor,  directing  him  in 
the  perlorniance  of  his  duty,  this  evil  might,  in  some  measure,  be  overcome.  As  things 
now  are,  it  is  apparent  that,  in  relation  to  these  matters,  the  different  counties  are  very 
differently  taxed.  In  some  counties  the  assessors  and  commissioners  appear  to  have 
acted  under  the  impression  that  prothonotaries,  registers  and  recorders,  are  not  to  be 
taxed  for  the  emoluments  of  their  office,  because  they  are  required  by  law  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  one-half  of  their  receipts  over  a  certain  sum ;  a  view  which  seems  to  the 
board  altogether  erroneous.  In  some  counties,  too,  it  seems  that  the  commissioners 
are  still  taxing  farmers  for  their  occupations  for  state,  as  well  as  for  county  purposes. 
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If  this  is  true  as  to  tlie  former,  it  is  certainly  in  opposition  to  the  act  of  Assemlily  of 
1844,  and  could  have  arisen  only  from  want  of  observation  of  the  words  of  the  act. 
Judginij  froin  the  words  of  the  act,  in  connection  with  former  acts,  it  does  not  seem 
clear  that  the  Legislature  intended  to  exempt  the  occupation  of  farmers  from  taxation 
for  county  purposes,  though  that  would  seem  a  reasonable  intention,  as  it  would 
scarcely  be  proper  to  tax  the  farmer  for  his  land,  and  besides  to  tax  him  for  his 
profits  wholly  made  by  the  working  of  his  land. 

There  are  some  occupations,  such  as  those  of  tanners,  and  many  other  manufac- 
turers, as  to  which  it  seems  dithcult  to  ascertain  what  part  of  the  person's  income  is 
properly  taxable  as  such  ;  because  a  great  part  of  it  is  clearly  a  profit  on  his  real  estate, 
which  IS  separately  taxed.  15ut  in  relation  to  lawyers,  physicians,  officers,  carpenters, 
house- buililers,  &c.,  there  is  no  such  difhcully.  These  should  all  be  taxed  on  the  full 
amount  of  their  income.  Perhaps  the  o(VAipation  of  tanners,  and  others  similarly 
situated,  should  also  be  similarly  taxed  on  their  whole  income,  deducting  the  interest 
on  the  assessed  value  of  the  land  necessarily  used  by  them  as  an  instrument  in  tlieir 
trade. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  very  apparent  to  the  board  that  additional  provisions 
are  required,  in  order  to  reach,  to  anv  proper  extent,  these  objects  of  taxation.  As  it 
now  is,  it  is  believed  by  the  board  that  the  tax  on  incomes  is  much  more  than  half 
evaded,  though  it  is  very  low,  compared  with  the  tax  on  land;  the  latter  being  often 
taxed  to  over  one-fourth  of  its  income,  while  occupations  over  two  hundred  dollars  are 
seldom  taxed  to  one-fifiieth  part  of  their  amount,  and  those  under  two  hundred  dollars 
are  not  taxed  at  all.  As  to  occupations  producing  an  income  under  two  hundred 
dollars,  it  did  not  seem  clear  to  the  board  that  they  were  exempt  from  taxation,  at  the 
rate  of  three  mills  on  the  dollar,  for  state  purposes.  There  is  some  indistinctness  in 
the  words  of  the  act,  and  the  board  thought  it  possible  that  the  Legislature  intended 
that  every  individual  should  contribute  the  small  proportion  of  three  mills  in  the  dollar 
of  his  income,  to  the  support  of  th(!  burdens  of  the  state.  This  was  one  of  the  first 
questions  which  presented  itself  to  the  board,  when  it  entered  upon  the  work  of  ad- 
justing the  valuation  of  the  counties. 

The  question  was  very  carefully  considered,  and  the  board  came  to  the  conclusion, 
that  as  the  law  now  stands,  trades  and  occupations  producing  an  annual  income  under 
two  hundred  dollars  are  not  subject  to  a  state  tax.  A  majority  of  the  counties  had 
made  no  return  of  such  occupations,  showing  clearly  that  such  was  their  construction 
of  the  act ;  and  the  power  of  the  board  to  include  them  as  sui)ject  to  taxation,  seemed 
too  doubtful  under  the  law,  for  them  to  venture  on  such  a  course,  which  might  be  an 
assumption  of  power  not  delegated  to  thein.  By  the  act  of  11th  June,  1840,  tliese 
were  made  taxable  for  state  purposes  at  the  rate  of  one  mill  in  the  dollar.  By  tlie  act 
of  May,  1841,  it  was  enacted  that  in  lieu  of  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  act  of  1 1th  June, 
1840,  on  persons,  trades,  occupations  and  professions,  there  shall  be  anmially  assessed 
a  tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  every  dollar  of  the  value  thereof  above  two  hundred  dollars. 
The  act  of  1844  did  not  seem  sufhciently  strong  to  over-rule  this  previously  expressed 
legislative  intent.  This  matter  is  especially  presented  to  the  view  of  the  liCgislature, 
in  order  that,  if  there  has  been  any  misapprehension  of  the  intention  of  the  last  Legisla- 
ture by  this  board  or  by  a  large  majority  of  the  counties  of  the  stale,  the  subject  may 
claim  prompt  attention;  and  as  the  trades  and  occupations  under  two  hundred  dollars 
have  been  returned  for  county  taxation,  it  wdl  be  easy  to  collect  a  state  tax  thereon  by 
any  legislation  requiring  it  to  be  done. 

Many  of  die  counties  included  in  their  returns,  stocks  of  state,  as  well  as  foreign, 
corporations,  as  subject  to  taxation  for  both  state  and  county  purposes.  The  stocks  of 
state  corporations  could  not  be  included  in  the  valuation  made  by  the  board,  because 
provision  is  made  in  the  law  for  another  mode  of  collecting  these  taxes.  But  the  board 
sometimes  found  great  difliculty  in  separating  the  home  from  the  foreign  slocks,  and  in 
some  cases  were  compelled  to  do  it  by  estimate,  with  but  very  little  light  to  guide 
them. 

The  taxation  of  stock  is  another  means  adopted  by  the  Legislature  to  relieve  the 
land  from  the  burdens  imposed  upon  it,  and  the  late  law  making  them  a  subject  of 
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taxation  for  local  purposes,  is  manifestly  intended  still  more  to  lighten  those  burdens. 
But  it  is  apparent  to  the  board,  from  the  returns  made  to  them,  that  but  a  small  portion, 
comparatively,  of  stocks,  foreign  or  domestic,  are  found  out  by  the  assessors.  This 
difficulty  might  be  partially  overcome  as  to  domestic  stocks,  by  allowing  the  local 
authorities  to  tax  the  corporations  directly,  and  not  the  stockholders.  The  importance 
of  enablino-  the  local  authorities  to  reach  all  these  objects  in  the  most  certain  way, 
is  apparent,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  real  burdens  of  the  people  consist  of  local 
taxes:  the  state  tax  being  but  a  trifle  compared  with  these  :  and  that  one  grand  object 
should  be  to  decrease,  as  mucli  as  possible,  the  local  taxes,  or  to  throw  them  upon 
other  objects  of  taxation  besides  the  land. 

The  board  have  thought  that  it  might  be  of  material  importance  to  the  next  board  of 
revenue  commissioners,  if  the  commissioners  of  each  county  were  required  to  send  to 
the  Auditor  General  for  their  use,  copies  of  all  the  assessment  books  of  the  year,  or  the 
orio-inals.  The  board  would  thus  have  the  means  of  searching  very  thoroughly  into 
the  several  valuations.  They  would  have  all  the  items  before  them.  They  could  dis- 
cover what  system  was  adopted.  They  could  determine  with  certainty  whether  the 
valuation  of  lands  and  occupations,  &c.,  was  nominal  or  according  to  the  real  value. 
Another  deficiency  which  was  apparent  to  the  board,  was  the  very  great  discrepancy 
in  the  returns  of  household  furniture.  The  diffisrence  in  different  counties  was  in 
many  cases  utterly  unaccountable,  unless  on  the  supposition  of  gross  negligence  in  some 
of  the  assessors.  Authorized  instructions  from  the  Auditor  General  might  greatly  tend 
to  cure  this  source  of  inequality  of  taxation.  It  is  known  to  the  board,  that  in  some 
counties  the  furniture  of  hotel  keepers  is  taxed,  whilst  in  others  it  is  not,  on  the  ground 
that  innkeepers  pay  a  tax  in  obtaining  a  license,  and  they  should  not  afterwards  be 
taxed  for  their  hotel  furniture,  the  tools  of  their  occupation  besides.  It  is  of  much  im- 
portance that  the  rule  on  this  subject  should  be  uniform.  A  similar  remark  may  be 
made  as  to  merchants  and  retailers.  In  some  places  they  are  taxed  for  their  occupa- 
tion, whilst  in  others  they  are  not,  because  they  pay  for  their  occupation  in  paying  for 
their  license.  Which  practice  is  correct  should  be  settled  by  authoritative  rule.  It 
seems  to  the  board,  that  there  has  been  great  neglect  in  many  counties  in  the  returns  of 
carriages  made  taxable  for  state  purposes,  or  that  the  great  discrepancies  in  the  returns 
can  be  accounted  for  otherwise,  only  on  the  supposition  that  in  some  counties  a  pecu- 
liar meanino-  has  been  attached  to  the  descriptive  word  pleasure^  used  in  the  law. 
Whether  the  horses  and  carriages  kept  for  hire,  and  stage  horses  and  stage  coaches, 
are  included  in  the  returns,  does  not  appear  to  the  board.  Perhaps  the  suggestion 
mio-ht  be  permitted,  that  if  the  Auditor  General  had  some  power  of  issuing  instructions, 
which  would  amount  to  a  binding  interpretation  of  the  tax  laws  in  certain  cases,  many 
of  the  difficulties  and  discrepancies  wiiich  have  been  discovered  by  the  board,  might  be 
entirely  obviated. 

It  has  been  abundandy  proved  to  the  board  that  there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  re- 
turns of  money  at  interest,  due  to  individuals.  As  to  money  due  to  non-residents  in 
ordinary  cases,  it  is  not  presumed  that  this  was  intended  to  be  taxed  ;  but  where  it  is 
secured  by  a  lien  upon  lands  in  our  own  state,  whether  on  articles  of  agreement  for  the 
sale  of  land,  or  on  mortgage  on  land,  it  is  not  so  clear  that  it  is  not  a  legitimate  object 
of  taxation.  Hut  in  no  case  does  there  seem  to  be  any  adequate  power  committed  to 
the  assessors  to  find  out  even  those  moneys  at  interest,  that  are  certainly  subject  to 
taxation.  It  has  been  suggested  that  they  might  be  reached  with  more  certainty  by 
empowering  and  requiring  the  assessors  to  demand  from  each  individual  a  statement 
or  answers  in  writing,  or  even  on  oath,  as  to  the  amount  of  money  on  interest,  due  to 
him.  The  same  suggestion  has  been  made  also  as  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  an  account 
of  other  taxaljle  personal  property.  It  is  very  apparent  that  if  such  a  mode  should  be 
adopted,  full  power  should  be  ijiven  to  the  Auditor  General  to  issue  the  necessary  in- 
structions to  the  s(!veral  assessors. 

It  will,  no  doul)f,  appear  to  many  that  such  modes  of  scrutiny  must  necessarily 
become  odious  to  large  numbers  of  our  fellow  citizens,  as  tending  too  much  to  expose 
the  private  affairs  of  individuals  to  the  world.  But  it  seems  to  the  board  that  this  is 
an  objection,  rather  to  the  fact  of  taxing,  itself,  than  to  the  mode  of  carrying  the  tax 
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into  effect.  It  is  cevtainly  natural  for  those  who  arc  clesh'ous  to  avoid  tlieir  own  sliare 
of  the  public  burdens,  to  make  loud  complaints  against  the  means  adopted  to  comjjel 
them  to  their  duty.  But  a  tax  that  cannot  be  equally  enforced  upon  all,  should  not 
exist.  However  pleasing  it  may  be  to  suppose  that  our  patriotism  will  prompt  us  all  to 
do  our  full  duty  to  our  country  in  this  respect,  experience  will  not  allow  us  to  indulge 
the  fond  illusion.  As  the  assessments  are  now  laid,  it  is  plain  to  every  man  that,  in 
relation  to  many  objects  of  taxation,  the  honest  and  patriotic  chiefly  are  affected,  while 
the  dishonest  and  selHsh  almost  escape  the  payment  of  their  proportion  of  the  public 
dues.  A  scrutiny  into  private  affairs  is  certainly  odious,  and  public  taxes  are  odious: 
but  they  are  most  odious  to  the  selfish  and  dishonest,  and  all  taxes  must  necessarily 
become  so,  even  to  the  honest  lovers  of  their  country,  if  they  discover  that  the  mode 
of  taxation  is  such  that  honest  men  alone  are  compelled  to  bear  them.  If  anydiing  is 
properly  an  object  of  taxation  it  must  be  I'ound  out,  however  attempted  to  be  secreted. 
Whatever  means  may  be  adopted  to  effect  this  purpose,  rogues  will  attempt  to  cry  them 
down — honest  men  must  support  them — the  owner  of  the  soil  must  support  them,  or 
bear  all  the  burdens  of  taxation  himself. 

The  board  have  discovered  that  in  many  counties  there  has  heretofore  existed,  a 
mode  of  valuation  of  lands  by  some  nominal  standard,  which  falls  far  short  of  the  real 
value,  and  they  have  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  this  mode  of  valuation  is  not  yet 
entirely  broken  up,  notwithstanding  the  careful  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  of 
1841  and  1842,  on  this  subject.  It  is  certainly  most  apparent,  that  in  the. largest  num- 
ber of  counties  the  cash  selling  standard  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  has  not 
yet  been  fairly  applied.  .ludging  from  the  lists  of  sales  and  appraisements  herewith 
presentetl,  it  seems  almost  fair  to  infer  that  no  county  in  the  commonwealth  has  been 
valued  up  to  this  standard.  Evidence  has  been  very  abundanll}'  given,  that  the  coun- 
ties whose  lists  are  appended  were  valued  up  to  the  selling  standard,  while  the  lists  of 
actual  sales  clearly  prove  the  contrary.  The  board  might  have  liud  much  more  evidence 
on  this  subject,  had  the  county  officers  attended  more  promptly  to  sending  up  the  lists 
of  sales  and  appraisements  required  of  them.  It  is  but  just  to  remark,  that  in  some  of 
the  most  distant  counties  this  duty  was  promptly  attended  to,  while  many  of  the  coun- 
ties in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  seat  of  government,  entirely  neglected  it.  It 
can  scarcely  be  considered  unfair  to  suppose  that  their  lists,  if  sent,  would  have  exlii- 
bited  a  disparity  similar  to  that  of  those  which  were  received.  It  will  be  perceived  by 
a  tabular  statement  made  out  from  the  returns  of  the  county  cominissioners,  and  herewith 
presented,  and  by  the  tabular  statement  of  the  valuations  of  the  board,  that  there  are 
great  comparative  inequalities  in  many  of  the  items  of  money  at  interest,  salaries,  occu- 
pations, carriages,  &c.,  returned  for  the  several  counties,  and  that  in  very  few  instances 
have  the  board  varied  from  these  returns,  however  unequal  they  manifestly  are.  In 
this  proceeding  the  board  have  been  guided  by  the  following  considerations.  In  the 
first  place,  they  would  have  been  compelled  in  making  any  increase,  to  guess  at  the 
proper  amount,  at  the  risk  of  doing  serious  injustice.  In  the  next  place,  they  could  not 
consistendy  with  the  act  of  Assembly,  make  any  such  additions,  without  throwing  the 
burden  of  payins^  them  principally  upon  the  land  already  onerously  taxed.  And  again, 
it  appeared  to  the  board  in  many  instances  extremely  uncertain  whether  some  of  Uiese 
items  were  not  already  included  in  some  other  class.  The  board  can  see  no  mode  of 
remedying  this  evil  for  the  present  year,  unless  by  the  passage  of  a  law  without  delay 
requiring  the  commissioners  of  every  county  to  go  over  the  assessment  books  of  the 
whole  county,  before  issuing  the  warrants  for  collection,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
assessors  in  such  cases  as  might  be  necessary,  to  add  to  the  several  valuations  of  sala- 
ries, offices,  professions  and  occupations,  such  an  amount  as  might  be  necessary  to 
bring  them  up  to  a  rate,  in  each  instance,  equal  "to  the  actual  yearly  income  arising 
therefrom."  To  prevent  injustice  being  done  to  individuals  by  such  an  assessment,  an 
appeal  could  be  allowed  at  any  time  before  the  payment  of  the  tax.  To  insure  a  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  duty,  the  commissioners  should  be  required  to  make  report  to 
the  Auditor  General  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  the  duty,  specifying 
the  amount  of  increase  made  by  them  in  each  township  and  ward. 
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In  reference  to  the  action  of  any  future  board,  some  legislation  is  necessary  to  avoid 
the  difficulty  that  weighed  upon  the  present  board,  in  any  attempt  to  add  to  the  valu- 
ation of  the  different  counties  for  deticiencies  in  returns  of  moneys  at  interest,  foreign 
stocks,  furniture,  carriages,  &c.  By  the  thirty-ninth  section  of  the  act  creating  the  board, 
any  addition  for  these  deficiencies  would  be  spread  over  all  the  taxable  property  of  the 
countv,  and  produce  the  injustice  of  further  burdening  the  real  estate  and  other  property 
actually  returned,  to  make  up  for  the  defaults  of  those  who  had  not  been  reached  by 
the  assessor.  It  was  also  further  considered,  that  the  valuations  of  this  board  were  to 
remain  permanently  fixed  for  three  years,  while  personal  property  and  investments  are 
undergoing  daily  changes,  and  these  taxable  articles,  present  at  one  year's  assessment, 
might  not  be  in  the  same  county  on  the  next.  These  considerations  led  the  board  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  only  practicable  subject  of  permanent  equalization  is  real  estate, 
while  other  objects  must  be  considered  as  variable,  and  the  counties  entitled  to  deduc- 
tions in  intermediate  years  on  account  of  them,  on  proper  cause  shown  to  the  Auditor 
General.  There  may  also  be  an  increase  of  such  objects  in  intermediate  years,  which 
by  being  annually  returned,  would  swell  the  amount  of  valuation  for  the  county. 

The  board  have  discovered  that  a  disagreement  is  growing  up  among  the  counties  as 
to  which  is  properly  the  triennial  year.  Some  counties  have  returned  this  year  an 
entirely  new  assessment,  while  most  of  the  counties  have  returned,  with  but  little  vari- 
ation, the  assessment  made  in  the  fall  of  1843.  This  confusion  will  certainly  soon 
require  legislation,  and  it  is  worthy  of  reflection,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
adopt  the  view  of  most  of  the  counties,  that  the  next  triennial  assessment  should  be  in 
the  fall  of  1846.  It  will  appear  at  once  that  this  is  a  question  of  some  importance,  if 
it  were  founded  only  on  the  reason  of  uniformity  ^  but  it  is  further  important  as  con- 
nected with  equalization.  It  is  presumed  by  the  board,  tlTat  the  Legislature  intended 
that  the  triennial  sessions  of  the  board  should  take  place  immediately  after  the  triennial 
assessments  are  completed,  for  the  revision  and  correction  of  these  assessments.  If 
this  is  the  intention  of  the  law,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  assessors  should 
be  required  to  make  their  valuations  much  earlier  than  they  now  do,  and  to  have  them 
entirely  completed  by  the  first  of  December,  or  earlier,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting 
their  whole  compensation,  in  order  that  the  appeals  can  all  be  disposed  of  by  the  first 
of  January,  preparatory  to  making  out  the  necessary  returns  for  the  meeting  of  the 
board  of  revenue  commissioners  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  thus  avoid  one  of  the 
difficulties  this  board  had  to  encounter. 

If  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  fix  upon  the  fall  of  1846,  for  the  next  triennial 
assessment,  and  if  it  is  intended  that  the  board  of  revenue  commissioners  shall  review 
the  vakiation  before  any  tax  shall  be  collected  on  it,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  the 
next  board  must  meet  in  1847,  and  triennially  thereafter,  and  when  the  necessarily 
great  imperfections  of  the  present  valuations  of  the  board  are  considered,  it  is  probably 
desirable  that  such  should  be  the  case. 

The  board  notice  that  there  appears  to  be  considerable  complaints  in  some  parts  of 
the  state,  that  the  indirect  taxes  provided  for  in  the  laws,  are  very  defectively  assessed. 
Tiiis  remark  is  intended  to  apply  especially  to  tavern,  merchant,  and  brokers'  licenses, 
and  other  similar  cases.  It  is  complained  that,  while  taxes  have  been  increasing  on 
every  other  species  of  property  and  occupation  throughout  tlie  state,  the  license  or  tax 
on  these  has  remained  stationary.  The  board  are  not  informed  as  to  the  foundation 
for  these  complaints,  but  certainly,  all  persons  would  be  more  willing  to  pay  the  taxes 
imposed  upon  them,  if  they  felt  convinced  that  there  was  a  fair  attempt  made  to  com- 
pel others  to  pay  their  full  proportion  according  to  their  means. 

This  board  liave  not  considered  it  within  their  province  to  enter  into  a  general 
enumeration  of  objects  of  taxation  that  miglil  be  resorted  to  in  relief  of  real  estate, 
already  burdened  as  much  as  it  should  proportionally  bear.  It  is  proper,  however,  to 
state  tliat  it  has  been  testified  before  them  in  a  manner  to  indicate  that  a  tax  on  the  loans 
of  the  state  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  holders  thereof,  by  way  of  a  deduction 
from  the  interest,  wlicn  accompiinied  with  tlie  ass\n-ancc  that  there  will  be  no  future 
failure  in  tlie  payment  thereof  with  punclualily,  and  that  the  assessment  will  be  main- 
tained at  the  same  rate  of  taxation  as  other  siinilar  investments.     The  board  also  invite 


REVENUE  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT.  311 

the  attention  of  the  Lenislature  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  whetlier  all  inheri- 
tances might  not  be  made  the  objects  of  taxation.  Many  have  also  suggested  that  it 
would  greatly  increase  the  income  of  the  state,  or  greatly  decrease  the  labors  and  ex- 
penses of  legislation,  if  a  fee  bill  were  adopted  to  impose  a  tax  upon  all  private  acts  of 
Assembly. 

Dithculties  in  the  collection  of  taxes  appear  to  have  arisen  from  that  provision  in  the 
law,  which  makes  the  collector's  warrant  good  for  three  years.  Negligent  collectors 
frequently  put  ofi'  the  collection  of  the  taxes  of  one  year,  or  at  least  a  great  part  of 
them,  until  the  next  year;  and  thus  a  great  part  of  the  taxes  of  two  years  are  collected 
in  one,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  people.  It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  make  the  warrant  void  in  the  collector's  hands,  unless  executed 
within  the  year.      This  might  secure  the  necessary  promptness. 

It  is  matter  of  regret  to  the  board  that  the  complaint  is  almost  universally  founded, 
that  there  is  great  inequality  and  injustice  in  the  valuation  of  unseated  lands.  In  cer- 
tain districts  where  large  tracts  are  held  by  non-residents,  the  unseated  lands  are 
assessed  fiir  beyond  their  actual  value.  The  principal  benefit  of  this  unjust  proceeding, 
is  realized  by  the  township  officers.  A  large  road  tax  is  raised,  which  goes  into  the 
hands  of  supervisors,  whose  accounts  are  rarely  subjected  to  rigorous  supervision. 
The  money  in  some  manner  disappears  without  the  public  being  sensibly  benefitted, 
the  object  of  law  being  mainly  disregarded,  and  the  law  itself  made  an  instrument  of 
oppression  and  plunder.  While  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  can  be  no  worse 
monopoly  than  a  monopoly  of  lands  bou<iht  and  held  for  speculation,  and  retarding  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  yet  surely  this  unjust  mode  of  valuation  is  no  proper  way  of 
overcoming  the  evil.  The  board  trust  and  believe  that  this  serious  evil  now  fully 
pointed  out,  may  find  its  just  and  sufficient  corrective  by  appeal  to  the  board  of  revi- 
sion, if  re- constituted  as  hereinafter  recommended. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  any  one  who  examines  the  reports  of  the  Auditor  General, 
that  there  has  been  very  great  remissness  in  some  of  the  counties,  in  paying  up  their 
proportion  of  the  state  taxes  actually  levied  by  them.  This  is  manifesUy  a  neglect, 
not  of  the  tax  payers,  but  of  the  collectors  and  treasurers  in  the  different  counties.  In 
some  counties  it  is  complained  that  proper  collectors  cannot  be  obtained,  and  that  it  has 
become  necessary  that  the  penalty  imposed  by  law  far  refusing  to  collect,  should  be 
considerably  increased,  in  order  to  compel  proper  persons  to  perform  this  duty.  In 
many  counties  it  seems  that  though  the  collectors  are  bound  by  law  to  pay  over  to  the 
county  treasurer  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  contained  in  their  duplicates  within  three 
months  from  the  time  it  is  put  into  their  hands,  yet  this  obligation  is  in  some  instances 
totally  neglected,  and  no  proper  means  appear  to  be  taken  by  the  commissioners  and 
county  treasurer  to  enforce  it.  This  has  grown  into  an  evil  of  a  most  serious  character. 
Besides  the  g-reat  evil  to  the  citizens  in  neglecting  the  collections  of  one  year  until  the 
next  arrives,  and  thus  throwing  the  burdens  of  two  years  into  one,  the  state  suffers  a 
serious  loss — first,  by  the  delay  and  uncertainty  of  its  income;  and  secondly,  by  the 
increased  amount  of  exoneration  occasioned  by  this  very  delay. 

It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  several  members  of  the  board  also,  that  in  some  in- 
stances the  treasurers  have  been  guilty  of  using  and  loaning  the  public  money,  instead 
of  paying  it  promptly  into  the  State  Treasury.  There  appears  to  be  no  sufficient  penalty 
provided  for  such  gross  misconduct.  The  law  imposing  upon  the  treasurer,  in  such 
cases,  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  seems  rather  to  encourage  than 
prevent  the  evil. 

As  an  iiuluceinent  to  a  more  prompt  payment  of  the  moneys  into  the  Treasury,  and 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  those  who  make  prompt  payment  and  save  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection, the  board  recommend  that  those  who  shall  pay  their  taxes  before  tiie  first  day 
of  July  of  the  year  for  which  they  shall  have  been  assessed,  shall  receive  a  deduction 
therelVom  of  five  per  cent.  ;  tliose  who  shall  pay  them  within  two  months  tiiereafter, 
shall  be  entitled  to  no  deduction;  and  that  those  who  pay  them  after  the  expiration 
of  said  two  months,  shall  pay  the  commissions  allowed  by  law  to  the  collector  in 
addition  to  the  tax;  the  treasurer  to  visit  the  different  wards  and  townships  at  a  certain 
place  and  on  certain  days,  to  be  by  him  fully  advertised  within  the  periods  he  shall  be 
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authorized  to  receive  the  taxes;  with  bills  made  out  so  as  to  afford  all  the  citizens  con- 
venient opportunity  of  paying  their  taxes.  These  delays  of  collectors  and  treasurers 
before  alluded  to,  occasion,  and  themselves  constitute,  a  very  great  inequality  in  the 
support  of  the  public  burdens.  If  it  could  be  provided  that  no  taxes  of  one  year  should 
be  collected  in  the  next;  that  no  exonerations  should  be  allowed  unless  claimed  within 
three  or  four  months  after  the  issuing  of  the  duplicates;  that  a  severe  penalty  should  be 
paid  by  county  and  city  treasurers,  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  over  promptly  the 
moneys  received  by  them;  that,  when  actions  are  brought  against  treasurers  and  col- 
lectors and  their  sureties,  and  judgment  is  obtained  against  them,  the  court  shall  add 
to  the  usual  costs  a  proper  compensation  to  the  county's  or  commonwealth's  counsel, 
for  his  services  in  prosecuting  and  collecting  the  claim;  and  that  the  Auditor  General 
should  be  required  to  proceed,  in  all  cases,  to  enforce  a  proper  and  prompt  attention  to 
these  matters  by  the  collectors,  treasurers,  and  commissioners,  many  of  these  evils 
would  certaiidy  be  overcome. 

If  it  could  be  possible  to  provide  for  a  proper  exhibition  of  the  amount  of  the  local 
taxes,  so  that  the  public  could  see  them  compared  with  the  state  taxes,  it  would  be 
observed  that  the  great  grievance  consists  of  the  former  and  not  of  the  latter.  It  would 
be  of  great  importance  to  have  a  report  of  all  those  local  taxes  annually  made  to  the 
Auditor  General;  it  would  then  be  annually  seen  what  are  the  real  public  burdens,  and 
the  public  mind  would  be  directed  towards  some  modes  of  relief.  It  might  be  found 
necessary  to  endeavor  to  decrease  the  number  of  assessors  and  collectors,  to  require  a 
more  strict  responsibility  in  overseers  of  the  poor  and  supervisors  of  roads.  It  might 
even  be  thought  expedient  to  decrease  the  expenses  of  our  courts,  by  requiring  the 
summoning  of  a  smaller  number  of  jurymen  to  each  term,  and  increasing  the  jury  fee 
to  be  paid  in  each  case,  and  perhaps  by  providing  that  certain  cases,  and  it  might  be  a 
large  proportion  of  them,  should,  with  the  consent  of  the  parties,  be  tried  by  the  court 
without  a  jury.  It  is  thought  by  many,  that  the  expenses  of  our  courts  might  in  some 
of  these  ways  be  reduced  as  much  as  one-half.  It  seems  to  the  board,  that  the  board 
of  revision  in  each  county  has  been  a  very  important  power  in  the  administration  of  the 
tax  laws;  and  that  it  had  a  happy  tendency  in  producing  equalization.  It  is  supposed 
by  many,  that  it  might  have  been  better  constituted  if  it  had  consisted  of  only  three 
members,  the  associate  judges  and  the  senior  commissioner.  Its  utility  might  perhaps 
be  increased  by  making  it  the  duty  of  that  board,  not  merely  to  equalize  the  townships, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  understanding  of  the  object  for  which  they  were  con- 
stituted, but  to  assist  in  equalizing  the  valuation  of  the  counties,  by  bringing  up  their 
own  valuations  to  the  proper  standard.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  law  constituting 
them  has  been  repealed.  There  is  now  no  proper  authority  to  perform  the  duty  that 
was  assigned  to  them.  The  board  of  revenue  commissioners  entered  upon  the  duty 
assigned  to  them  under  a  painful  sense  of  its  high  importance  and  great  difficulty,  and 
entertaining  but  litUe  expectation  of  giving  general  satisfaction  by  the  result  of  their 
labors,  and  this  feeling  has  attended  them  in  all  that  they  have  done.  They  have  not 
expected  that  their  work  would  pass  without  the  censure  of  the  selllsh  and  uncharitable, 
or  that  they  themselves  could  escape  tlie  charge  of  being  governed  by  selfish  and  im- 
proper motives.  For  four  weeks  they  have  devoted  their  whole  time  to  the  work,  and 
used  all  the  means  in  their  power,  and  all  the  firmness  and  intelligence  they  possess,  in 
order  to  make  some  approximation  to  a  correction  of  the  inequalities  in  the  burdens  of 
taxation.  If  in  anything  they  have  failed  of  a  proper  use  of  the  means  within  their 
power,  they  feel  assured,  that  it  has  been  a  failure  of  judgment  and  not  of  intention. 

They  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  some  such  central  agency  to  pro- 
duce and  perpetuate  the  equalization  desired,  and  they  know  of  no  better  means  of 
securing  it  than  that  provided  by  the  Legislature.  In  the  course  of  the  investigations  of 
the  board  il  has  become  apparent  that  great  inequalities  exist,  though  it  gives  the  board 
great  pleasure  to  believe,  and  to  inform  their  fellow  citizens  that  this  inequality  is  by 
no  means  so  great  as  has  been  generally  supposed.  The  board  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  that  the  under- valuations  in  the  counties  have  been  confined  to  any  particular 
sections  of  the  state.  The  same  evil  has  been  discovered  in  the  cast,  west,  north  and 
soath.     Without  some  central  control  this   evil  must  continue   and  increase.     Each 
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county,  supposing  itself  more  highly  valued  than  others,  will  attempt  itself  the  work, 
of  equalization.  Each  will  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  standard,  and  it  is  not 
easy  to  see,  how,  under  such  circumstances,  we  can  stop  short  of  the  mark  of  practi- 
cal repudiation. 

There  is  nothing  more  easily  invented  than  reasons  for  opinions,  and  motives  for 
actions,  that  fall  in  with  our  wishes.  The  most  honest  men  are  often  misled  in  this 
way.  We  are  so  constituted  that  we  cannot  act  with  entire  independence  of  the  wishes 
and  influences  of  others,  and  it  is  best  that  it  is  so.  Assessors  and  commissioners, 
however  honest,  will  do  wrong  in  the  valuations  of  their  townships  and  counties,  when 
they  think  others  have  done  so,  and  will  fancy  that  they  have  found  some  other  reason 
for  their  actions  than  that  of  counteracting  evil  with  evil.  The  board  have  discovered 
abundant  illustrations  of  this  in  the  course  of  their  investigations. 

A  principal  excuse  for  these  improprieties  is  the  injustice  of  others,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  excuse  if  this  injustice  is  only  fancied.  We  must  remove  the  in- 
justice or  correct  the  fancy.  In  the  payment  of  taxes,  equality  is  justice,  and  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  reductions  and  under-valuations  have  founded  their 
excuse  upon  this  maxim,  with  no  desire  to  evade  its  operation. 

We  are  sure  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  as  honest  as  any  other  people  in 
the  world.  There  is  no  thought  more  distant  from  their  minds  than  the  thought  of 
repudiation.  They  feel  their  own  character  identified  with  that  of  the  state.  They 
can  no  more  justify  public  than  private  dishonesty.  Public  is  as  sacred  as  private 
faith.  They  would  not  transmit  to  their  children  the  stain  of  their  own  dishonesty 
and  perfidy,  nor  would  they  permit  an  act  to  be  done  that  would  occasion  to  their 
children  one  blush  of  shame  for  the  character  of  their  country.  Great  as  have  been 
our  public  errors,  and  great  as  is  the  public  debt  on  account  of  tliem,  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  still  cherish  an  honest  name  as  the  dearest  patrimony  they  have 
received  from  their  fathers,  and  the  richest  inheritance  they  can  transmit  to  their 
children. 

'I'hey  may  sutTer  reproaches  for  a  while,  for  want  of  promptness  in  meeting  their 
pubhc  engagements,  but  they  will  yet  rise  above  these  reproaches,  and  will  never 
permit  the  escutcheon  of  their  state  to  be  tarnished  or  degraded  by  repudiating  hands. 

Let  them  but  be  assured  that  there  is  a  fair  attempt  to  obtain  and  preserve  equality 
in  taxation,  to  reach  those  whose  wealth  is  not  invested  in  lands,  and  to  make  all 
contribute  to  the  public  burdens,  in  proportion  to  their  income,  and  all  honest  and 
patriotic  citizens  will  come  cheerfully  to  the  rescue  of  the  honor  of  the  state. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  state  that  they  have  appointed  a  committee  of  their  number 
to  arrange  the  journal  and  papers  of  the  board  in  proper  order  for  future  reference,  and 
to  have  them  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  State  'J^reasurer,  to  be  subject  to  such  dispo- 
sition as  may  be  concluded  on  by  the  proper  authorities. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners, 

JAMES  ROSS  SNOWDEN, 

President. 
Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners'  Room,  \ 
Harrisburg,  March  ISt/u  1845.      5 
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TABULAR  STATEMENTS 

ACCOMPANYING  THE  REVENUE  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 


SHERIFF  S    SALES. 


Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

$600 

00 

$870 

00 

$670 

00 

$500  00 

1,000 

00 

650 

00 

155 

00"^ 

00  i 

00 

870 
2,300 

00  > 
005 

2,953 

00 

125 
16 

>     -         -             865  00 

1,040 

00 

450 

00 

40 

00 

10 

00 

1,730 

00 

251 

00 

2,000  00 

190 

00 

150 

00 

45 

00 

250  00 

120 

00 

150 

00 

3.200 

00 

2,790  00 

700 

00 

448 

00 

541 

00 

700  00 

600 

00 

865 

00 

1,350 

00 

1,440  00 

270 

00 

98 

00 

235 

00" 

825 

00 

390 

00 

770 

00 

2,200 

00 

1,168 

00 

686 

00 

13.550 

00 

9,294 

00 

251 

00 

>     -         -         1,836  00 

117 

00 

130 

00 

231 

00 

22 

18 

00  > 

003 

1,300 

00 

168 
101 

00 
00^ 

810 

00 

500 

00 

CRAWFORD 

COUNTS 

r 

APPRAISEMENTS    IN    THE    ORPHANS'     COURT. 

Appraised  value. 

Assessed  value. 

Appraised  value 

Assessed  value 

$11,556  00 

$5,950 

00 

$1,100 

00 

$700  00 

1,750 

00 

718 

00 

3,010 

00 

2,095  00 

1,650 

00 

900 

00 

5,108 

00 

3,737  00 

9,909 

00 

525 

00 

1,100 

00 

700  00 

administrators'  and 

executors'  sales. 

Price  sok 

at. 

Assessed 

value. 

Price  sole 

at. 

Assessed  value 

$1,000 

00 

$400 

00 

$1,065 

00 

$600  00 

228 

00 

430 

00 

450 

00 

376  00 

410 

00 

225 

00 

210 

00 

150  00 

200 

00 

137 

00 

500 

00 

360  00 

300 

00 

910 

00 

105 

00 

00  00 

1,065 

00 

504 

00 

600 

00 

300  00 

2,200 

00 

1.150 

00 

599 

00 

432  00 

1,411 

00 

720 

00 

350 

00 

575  00 

555 

00 

600 

00 

100 

00 

400  00 

325 

00 

250 

00 

700 

00 

300  00 

441 

00 

300 

00 

50 

00 

110  00 

96 

00 

315 

00 
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COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Abstract  from  list  of  sales,  as  taken  from  recorder's  office  in  Columbia  county,  with 

the  assessed  value. 


Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

$39  00 

S25 

00 

$4,655 

00 

-       $1,000  00 

4,000  00 

1,200 

00 

1,000 

00 

202  00 

3,100  00 

1,200 

00 

1,781 

00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

480 

00 

2,400 

00 

1,188  00 

3,000  00 

336 

00 

125 

00 

100  00 

2,664  00 

800 

00 

1,350 

00 

350  00 

123  00         - 

150 

00 

425 

00 

200  00 

410  00 

210 

00 

1841.-4,500 

00 

2,550  00 

2,000  00 

1,050 

00 

16,000 

00 

12,000  00 

2,500  00 

1,380 

00 

3,500 

00 

1,000  00 

1.100  00 

800 

00 

300 

00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 

423 

00 

1,700 

00 

582  00 

155  00 

100 

00 

1,450 

00 

625  00 

975  00 

56 

00 

1,450 

00 

625  00 

1,400  00 

540 

00 

800 

00 

300  00 

3,000  00 

2,500 

00 

1842.-3,161 

00 

1,250  00 

212  00 

600 

00 

200 

00 

150  00 

1,710  00 

1,000 

00 

2,500 

00 

960  00 

2,900  00 

975 

00 

2,432 

00 

1,800  00 

2,100  00 

1,680 

00 

300 

00 

84  00 

310  00 

184 

00 

725 

00 

400  00 

2,000  00—1840.     - 

917 

00 

500 

00 

208  00 

55  00 

100 

00 

385 

00 

635  00 

85  00 

160 

00 

630 

00 

250  00 

550  00 

784 

00 

1843.-1,116 

00 

750  00 

400  00 

300 

00 

630 

00 

425  00 

1,250  00 

910 

00 

1,200 

00 

600  00 

2,000  00 

1,000 

00 

2.000 

00 

800  00 

1,100  00 

400 

00 

1,400 

00 

756  00 

2,000  00 

1,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

400  00 

250  00 

135 

00 

425 

00 

168  00 

COLUMBIA    COUNTY 


SHERIFF  S    SALES. 


Price  at  sale. 

A^essed  value. 

Price  at  sale. 

Assessed  value. 

$20  00 

$200  00 

$240   00 

$233  00 

219  00 

238  00 

700  00 

562  00 

140  00 

300  00 

860  00 

933  00 

676  00 

1,400  00 

85  00 

300  00 

925  00 

400  00 

185  00 

500  00 

764  00 

300  00 

600  00 

400  00 

3,999  00 

2,629  00 

5,250  00 

3,780  00 

950  00 

736  00 

316 


EEVENUE  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


CRAWFORD   COUNTY. 


SHERIFF  S  SALES. 


Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

$10 

00 

$88 

00 

$320  00 

$375  00 

50 

318 

00 

20  00 

100  00 

795 

00 

857 

00 

120  00 

1,304  00 

119 

00 

150 

00 

100  00 

225  00 

665 

00 

700 

00 

40  00 

70  00 

110 

00 

816 

00 

10  00 

160  00 

99 

00 

100 

00 

775  00 

800  00 

100 

00 

650 

00 

130  00 

751   00 

55 

00 

100 

00 

30  00 

150  00 

10 

00 

75 

00 

300  00 

350  00 

55 

00 

100 

00 

500  00 

460  00 

305 

00 

420 

00 

300  00 

450  00 

112 

00 

100 

00 

64  00 

50  00 

1,001 

00 

600 

00 

1,120  00 

1,200  00 

710 

00 

750 

00 

320  00 

756  00 

560 

00 

725 

00 

174  00 

200  00 

60 

00 

900 

00 

85  00 

350  00 

320 

00 

300 

00 

297  00 

250  00 

300 

00 

450 

00 

282  00 

200  00 

200 

00 

332 

00 

577  00 

180  00 

295 

00 

600 

00 

270  00 

2,225  00 

110 

00 

175 

00 

300  00 

364  00 

25 

00 

116 

00 

95  00 

200  00 

3 

00 

106 

00 

58  00 

200  00 

100 

00 

115 

00 

25  00 

90  00 

405 

00 

500 

00 

85  00 

90  00 

MONTGOMERY    COUNTY. 


ADMINISTRATORS      AND     EXECUTORS      SALES. 


Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

Sale  price. 

Assessed  value. 

$7,760 

00 

-       $2,400 

00 

$6,050 

00 

-       $3,920  00 

10,170 

00 

7,668 

00 

300 

00 

800  00 

800 

00 

500 

00 

8,131 

00 

3,000  00 

2,368 

00 

3,000 

00 

2,410 

00 

1,920  00 

3,636 

00 

1,386 

00 

4.935 

00 

2,016  00 

3,020 

00 

2,300 

00 

2,277 

00 

2,850  00 

1,336 

00 

850 

00 

7,178 

00 

4,640  00 

2,790 

00 

2,102 

00 

4,520 

00 

3,650  00 

5,700 

00 

3,329 

00 

9,284 

00 

4,320  00 

5,000 

00 

4,088 

00 

2,240 

00 

1,200  00 

4,050 

00 

1,908 

00 

8,923 

00 

4,400  00 

2,551 

00 

1,350 

00 

605 

00 

600  00 

5.663 

00 

3,200 

00 

706 

00 

360  00 

3, 1 1 1 

00 

3,000 

00 

5.400 

00 

2,869  00 

2,960 

00 

2,512 

00 

8,467 

00 

4,428  00 

1,908 

00 

1,125 

00 

8,600 

GO 

4,896  00 
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M  O  N  T  G  O  M  E  R  Y    COUNTY. 

sheriff's  sales. 

Siile  price.  Assessed  value.  Sale  price.  Assessed  value. 

$3,G70  00  -  -  $3,000  00  $75  00  -  -  $300  00 

520  00  -  •  700  00  559  00  -  -  550  00 

2,500  00  -  -  2,250  00  006  00  -  -  312  00 

200  00  -  -  3,220  00  1,000  00  ■•  -  960  00 

4,600  00  -  -  4,000  00  765  00  -  -  500  00 

693  00  -  -  450  00  980  00  -  -  1,080  00 

1,330  00  -  1.900  00  235  00  -  -  600  00 

975  00  -  -  750  00  6,500  00  -  -  3,680  00 

l,4n0  00  -  -  2,700  00  875  00  -  -  400  00 

•  450  00  -  -  600  00  12,000  00  ~  -  8,040  00 

2.100  00  -  ■•  2,000  00  3,200  00  -  -  2,000  00 

1,200  00  -  -  660  00  16,000  00  -  -  9,200  00 


L  E  H  I  C4  II  C  0  U  N  'J'  Y  . 

SALES  BY  EXECUTORS. 

Sale  price.  Assessed  value.  Sale  price.  Assessed  value. 

$402  00  -  -  $104  00  $602  00  -  -  $100  00 

770  00  -  -  1.485  00  5,831  00  -  -  2,000  00 

760  00  -  275  00  249  00  -  -  23  00 

547  00  -  -  187  00  288  00  -  -  100  00 

770  00  -  -  134  00  530  00  -  -  200  00 

637  00  -  -  300  00  103  00  -  -  60  00 

354  00  -  -  280  00  2.500  00  -  -  600  00 

193  00  -  -  300  00  1,000  00  -  -  453  00 

165  00  -  -  24  00  2,415  00  -  -  1,610  00 

3,300  00  -  -  1,020  00  2,365  00  -  -  575  00 

360  00  -  -  15  00  1,750  00  -  -  200  00 

1,112  00  -  -  900  00  425  00  -  -  250  00 

4,000  00  -  -  2,419  00  710  00  -  -  216  00 

182  00  -  -  135  00  534  00  -  -  200  00 

285  00  -  -  135  00  2,000  00  -  -  1,500  00 

110  00  -  40  00  650  00  -  •  300  00 

4,4.50  00  -  -  3,576  00  400  00  -  -  175  00 

1,616  00  -  -  576  00  9,560  00  -  -  7.425  00 

2,526  00  -  -  1,000  00  1,660  00  -  -  930  00 

700  00  -  -  500  00  1,500  00  -  -  480  00 

400  00  -  -  500  00  542  00  -  -  200  00 

1.106  00  -  -  400  00  1,608  00  -  -  2,124  00 

911  00  -  -  238  00  212  00  -  -  400  00 

1,039  00  -  -  810  00  4,570  00  -  •-  2.825  00 

575  00  -  -  140  00  160  00  -  ■•  120  00 

190  00  -  -  175  00  2,000  00  -  -  1.930  00 

700  00  -  -  400  00  1,020  00  -  -  1,670  00 

150  00  •  -  640  00  3,000  00  -  -  1,900  00 

488  00  -  -  200  00  4,200  00  -  -  2,000  00 
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FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 


ORPHANS       COURT 

SALES     AND     FA 

lRTITIOXS. 

Sale  and  [)artition 

Assessed  ^ 

/alue. 

Sale  and  partition 

Assessed  value. 

v;ilii( 

p. 

value 

.$5,395 

00 

-       $2,369 

00 

S464 

00 

$644  00 

4,979 

00 

1,820 

00 

2.108 

00 

2,000  00 

2,109 

00 

910 

00 

12,000 

00 

4,250  00 

3,025 

00 

360 

00 

8,360 

00 

6,265  00 

8,032 

00 

4,704 

00 

4,396 

00 

2,976  00 

6,959 

00 

3.992 

00 

1,815 

00 

1,584  00 

3,765 

00 

1,570 

00 

1,230 

00 

616  00 

224 

00 

80 

00 

5,988 

00 

3,720  00 

215 

00 

100 

00 

240 

00 

300  00 

1,193 

00 

855 

00 

4,576 

00 

3.070  00 

912 

00 

444 

00 

4,724 

00 

4,280  00 

1,375 

00 

600 

00 

5.080 

00 

3,960  00 

400 

00 

100 

00 

722 

00 

400  00 

1,068 

00 

560 

00 

925 

00 

900  00 

2,313 

00 

570 

00 

2,123 

00 

1,800  00 

509 

00 

300 

00 

560 

00 

525  00 

120 

00 

75 

00 

2,300 

00 

1,200  00 

2,072 

00 

1,264 

00 

80 

00 

50  00 

1,356 

00 

508 

00 

176 

00 

250  00 

2,175 

00 

525 

00 

2,561 

00 

2,000  00 

145 

00 

56 

00 

1,130 

00 

400  00 

4,812 

00 

5,375 

00 

137 

00 

50  00 

276 

00 

110 

00 

4,627 

00 

3,600  00 

323 

00 

225 

00 

960 

00 

20  00 

4,063 

00 

3,716 

00 

975 

00 

650  00 

400 

00 

1,080 

00 

1,100 

00 

1,800  00 

6,313 

00 

5,520 

00 

4,837 

00 

3,450  00 

2,794 

00 

1,980 

00 

COLUMBIA   COUNTY 


LISTS  OF  SALES  APPEARING  IN  THE  RECORDER  S  OFFICE. 


Sale  value. 

$200  00 
2,500  00 
2,432  00 
300  00 
725  00 
500  00 
385  00 
236  00 
641  00 
630  00 

1.116  00 
380  00 
306  00 

1,200  00 


ssessed  value. 

Sale  value. 

$150  00 

$1,000  00 

960  00 

1,100  00 

1,800  00 

1,700  00 

84  00 

275  00 

400  00 

1,905  00 

208  00 

2,8S0  00 

635  00 

500  00 

1,300  00 

2.853  00 

625  00 

630  00 

250  00 

1,200  00 

750  00 

2,000  00 

190  00 

458  00 

80  00 

421   00 

1,200  00 

1,400  00 

Assessed 

value. 

$456 

00 

700 

00 

825 

00 

342 

00 

900 

00 

2,250 

00 

732 

00 

1,845 

00 

425 

00 

600 

00 

800 

00 

368 

00 

286 

00 

1,529 

00 
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COLUxAIBIA    COUNTY 


SHERIFF  S  SALES. 


Sale  value. 

$3,400  00 

220  00 

116  00 

125  00 
160  00 
300  00 

65  00 
900  00 
300  00 
155  00 
401  00 

126  00 


Assessed  value. 

Sale  value. 

Assessed  value 

igi2,000  00 

$335  00 

-• 

$800  00 

270  00 

115  00 

- 

280  00 

178  00 

755  00 

- 

900  00 

178  00 

680  00 

- 

600  00 

1,500  00 

100  00 

- 

88  00 

132  00 

601  00 

- 

625  00 

105  00 

321  00 

- 

213  00 

650  00 

400  00 

- 

600  00 

100  00 

295  00 

- 

203  00 

75  00 

160  00 

- 

100  00 

400  00 

205  00 

- 

300  00 

150  00 

132  00 

- 

300  00 

ERIE    COUNTY. 


SHERIFF  S  SALES. 

Price. 

Assessed. 

Price. 

Assessed. 

1840.   $31  00 

$333  00 

1841.— $1,252  00 

-   $2,600  00 

2,630  00 

1,925  00 

275  00 

200  00 

630  00 

600  00 

25  00 

125  00 

1,217  00 

1,110  00 

210  00 

200  00 

21  50 

125  00 

410  00 

555  00 

7  00 

112  00 

79  00 

175  00 

190  00 

210  00 

1,406  00 

1,075  00 

1841.   110  00 

150  00 

50  00 

250  00 

175  00 

100  00 

250  00 

450  00 

65  CO 

90  00 

895  00 

444  00 

106  00 

90  00 

530  00 

287  00 

107  00 

300  00 

1843.-4,389  00 

3,300  00 

500  00 

333  00 

100  00 

1,100  00 

25  00 

784  00 

1,650  00 

800  00 

»     1,400  00 

645  00 

2,000  00 

555  00 

100  00 

400  00 

2,534  00 

2,300  00 

1842.   200  00 

165  00 

300  00 

800  00 

415  00 

155  00 

2,834  00 

800  00 

50  00 

75  00 

55  00 

400  00 

455  00 

540  00 

514  00 

225  00 

1,900  00 

1.593  00 

20  00 

375  00 

327  00 

325  00 

413  00 

686  00 

500  00 

413  00 

1844.-205  00 

840  00 

450  00 

360  00 

150  00 

800  00 

400  00 

178  00 

90  00 

250  00 

100  00 

654  00 

154  00 

600  00 

orphans' 

COURT  SALES. 

S200  00 

$125  00 

$711  00 

$500  00 

400  00 

222  00 

1,615  00 

700  00 

105  00"^ 

300  00 

300  00 

246  00 

200  00 

170  00 

1,486  00 
150  00 

>  -    2,640  00 

391  00 
900  00 

300  00 
1,025  00 

46  00 

140  00 

155  00 

660  00 

374  00 

270  00 
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Price  at  sale. 

$1,117  00 

300  00 

495  00 

1.505  00 

3,270  00 

950  00 

1,500  00 

5,458  00 

1,105  00 

1.350  00 

950  00 

4,238  00 


W  E  S  T  INI  O  R  E  L  A  N  D    (BOUNTY 


ORPHANS     COURT    SALES. 


Assessed  value. 

$1,338  00 

80  00 

204  00 

406  00 

1.440  00 

824  00 

688  00 

2,437  00 

1.000  00 

1,200  00 

2.940  00 

2,437  00 


Price  at  sale. 

$1,815   00 

542  00 

1,314  00 

2,295  00 

105  00 

165  00 

911   00 

3,294  00 

1,113  00 

1,224  00 

1,555  00 


Assessed 

value 

$1,350 

00 

600 

00 

968 

00 

1,700 

01) 

150 

00 

480 

00 

560 

00 

2,280 

00 

348 

00 

816 

00 

1,617 

00 

WESTMORELAND    COUNTY. 

Abstract  from  appraised  value  of  lands  under  proceedings  in  partition,  in  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  Westmoreland  county,  with  the  assessed  value  of  the  same. 


jprnised  value. 

Assessed 

value. 

Appraised 

value. 

Assessed  value. 

$10  00 

Deracre. 

$5 

00 

per  acre. 

$20 

00  per  acre. 

$12 

00  per  acre 

9  33 

*•• 

3 

00 

15 

00 

44 

9 

00       " 

8  83 

" 

5 

00 

43 

00 

4« 

22 

50       " 

24  00 

" 

6 

00 

10 

00 

44 

7 

00       •' 

11   33 

" 

5 

00 

17 

16 

44 

16 

00       '' 

50  33 

30 

00 

15 

45 

44 

10 

00       '• 

15  00 

'' 

5 

00 

15 

00 

44 

12 

00       " 

8   16 

" 

5 

00 

19 

33 

'• 

14 

00       " 

25  50 

«• 

12 

00 

27 

66 

44 

15 

00       " 

14  75 

44 

10 

00 

11 

50 

44 

10 

00       " 

13  50 

7 

00 

11 

16 

44 

7 

00       " 

17  00 

«t 

8 

00 

20 

95 

'4 

14 

00       •' 

16  50 

a 

8 

00 

17 

29 

4» 

13 

50       " 

17  00 

" 

8 

00 

14 

25 

44 

7 

00       " 

WESTMORELAND    COUNTY. 


ABSTRACT    FROM    SHERIFF  S    SALES. 


Appraised  value. 

Assessed  value. 

AppraiscL 

value. 

Assessed  value 

$420   00 

$300 

00 

$100 

00 

$120  00 

190  00 

187 

00 

800 

00 

780  00 

610  00 

600 

00 

1,000 

00 

2,268  00 

500  00 

375 

00 

850 

00 

1,260  00 

380  00 

530 

00 

1,500 

00 

1,322  00 

030  00 

720 

00 

800 

00 

1,100  00 

2.410  00 

1,130 

00 

1,000 

00 

734  00 

501   00 

960 

00 

250 

00 

188  00 

130  00 

100 

00 

91 

00 

450  00 

135  00 

200 

00 

115 

00 

150  00 

001   00 

1,125 

00 

1.110 

00 

843  00 

1,200  00 

1,787 

00 

350 

00 

600  00 

3,275  00 

1.930 

00 

324 
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Doc.  No.  5i. 

Communication  from  the  State  Treasurer,  e,nclosing  Tables  of  the 
Valuation  fixed  on  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth, 
by  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners. 


READ— March  21,  1845. 


Treasury  Office,  > 

Hairisburg,  March  21,  1845.  5 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  a  resohition  of  the  Senate,  to  transmit 
to  you  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  valuation  of  the  several  counties  of  the  common- 
wealth, as  fixed  by  the  board  of  revenue  commissioners,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly of  the  29th  April,  1844,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt  and  incorporate 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  railroad  company." 

I  have  in  the  course  of  preparation  copies  of  the  tabular  statement  prepared  by  the 
board,  exhibithig,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  returns,  the  various  items  and 
amount  of  property  assessed  in  the  several  counties  of  the  commonwealth.  As  these 
form  a  part  of  the  report,  I  will  cause  them  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Senate  at  the 
earliest  period — probably  in  the  course  of  this  day. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  observe,  that  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  and 
the  evidence  taken  and  received,  will  be  in  readiness  without  delay  for  publication,  if 
the  Legislature  desires  it,  or  such  action  as  it  deems  expedient  and  proper. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

I  am  your  ob't.  servant, 

JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN, 

State  Treasurer. 


Vol.  11.-21  S. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  BOARD, 


The  subscribers,  Revenue  Commissioners,  appointed  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Assembly 
of  the  commonweahh  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt  and 
to  incorporate  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  railroad  company,"  passed  the  29th  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1844,  duly  organized  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  hereby  certify 
that  we  have  ascertained  and  determined  the  fair  and  just  value  of  the  property  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth,  made  taxable  by 
law,  to  be  as  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  tabular  statement,  the  same  to  be 
and  remain  as  the  valuation  of  the  said  property,  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
said  Revenue  Commissioners,  as  is  in  the  said  act  provided  for.  Witness  our  hands 
this  18th  March,  1845. 

JAMES  ROSS  SNOWDEN,  President. 


ELI  K.  PRICE, 
WILLIAM  HIESTER, 
SAMUEL  S.  JACKSON, 
JOHN  N.  SOLLIDAY, 
WALTER  H.  LOWRIE, 
EDWARD  A.  REYNOLDS, 
S.  L.  CARPENTER, 
R.  H.  HAMMOND, 
SAMUEL  WHERRY, 
J.  G.  LOWREY, 


BENJAMIN  LATHROP, 
JOHN  M.  FORSTER, 
ELIAS  HOYT, 
GARLAND  ANDERSON, 
JOSEPH  J.  LEWIS, 
W.  N.  IRVINE, 
A.  A.  DOUGLASS, 
WILL.  B.  NORRIS, 
STRANGE  N.  PALMER, 
WILLIAM  F.  COPLAN. 


Attest 


William  H.  Davis,  Clerk. 

J.  Franklin  Reigart,  Assistant  Clerk. 
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Doc.  No.  55. 

Annual  abstract  of  the  affairs  of  the  Chesnut  Hill  and   Spring 

House  turnpike  road. 


READ— March  22,   1845. 

Philadelphia,  March  21,  1845. 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — Annexed,  I  hand  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  the  Chesnut 
Hill  and  Spring  House  turnpike  road  company,  furnished  in  comphance  with  the  requi- 
sition of  the  charter. 

Respectfully. 

GEO.  V.  BACON, 

Treasurer. 


Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring  House  turnpike  company,  in  account  with  the  stockholders. 

DR. 

Nov.  4,  1844,  To  amount  expended  last  year  in  repairs,  -         $1,747  01 

<*  "       To  amount  incidental  expenses,  including  state  tax,      -  448  61 

"  "       To  balance  to  credit,  stockholders,      -  -  -  3,418  36 

Equal  to  4j%  on  $70,000  cost  of  road,  -  -         $5,613  98 

CR. 
Nov.  4,  1844,  By  amount  of  toll  received  the  last  year,  -  -         $5,613  98 

E.  E.  GEO.  V.  BACON, 

Treasurer. 
Philadelphia,  March  21,  1845. 


328  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 


Doc.  No.   56. 

Letter  accompanying  the  Governor's  message,  relative  to  Weights 
and  Measures,  of  the  25th  of  March. 


READ— March  25,  1845. 


To  His  Excellency  Francis  R.  Shunk, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  memorial  of  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  by  Peter  A. 
Browne,  solicitor  of  the  county,  in  a  respectful  manner,  sheweth : — That  by  an  act  of 
Assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  passed  the  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1834,  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  the  Governor  shall  procure,  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  standards  of 
weights  and  measures,  which,  in  the  said  act,  are  particularly  described.  This  part  of 
the  act  has  been  complied  with,  and  those  standards  are  now  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

The  said  act  further  provides,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  provide  for 
each  county,  standards  of  weights  and  measures,  to  be  compared  with  the  state  standards 
aforesaid ',  which  standards,  duly  stamped,  to  be  delivered  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
counties,  respectively,  to  be  used  as  standards  for  the  adjusting  of  weights  and  measures, 
and  for  no  other  purpose. 

This  part  of  the  law  has  never  been  complied  with,  and  therefore,  the  beautiful 
standards  now  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  have  hitherto  remained  entirely 
useless. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Excellency 
to  the  above  act,  and  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  complying  with  its  provisions. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further,  most  respectfully  to  represent  to  your  Excellency, 
that  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  it  is  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  cause  the  positive  standards,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  to  be  referred  to 
natural  invariable  standards;  and  to  deposite,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  authentic  certificates  of  such  reference,  with  the  apparatus  by 
which  it  was  made,  the  length  of  the  standard  yard  to  be  compared  with  that  of  the 
pendulum  vibrating  seconds,  at  a  certain  and  defined  spot  in  the  Independence  square, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  in  some  unalienable  public  property,  at  an  ascertained 
and  convenient  temperature  and  pressure;  all  the  circumstances  of  the  comparison  to  be 
stated;  the  standard  of  weights  to  be  compared  with  that  of  one  hundred  standard 
cubic  inches  of  water,  at  a  maximum  density,  and  at  a  convenient  atmospheric  pressure. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave,  most  respectfully  to  state,  that  this  section  has  hitherto 
remained  upon  the  statute  book  a  dead  letter. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by  the  said  commissioners  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia. 

PETER  A.  BROWNE, 
Solicitor  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 
Harrisburg,  March  11  th,  1845. 


LORBERRY  CREEK  RAILROAD  COMPANY.  329 

Doc.  No.  57. 
Annual  statement  of  the  Lorberry  Creek  Railroad  company. 


READ— March  26,  1845. 


In  compliance  wilh  the  act  incorporating  the  Lorberry  Creek  railroad  company,  in 
Schuylkill  county,  the  following  statement  is  furnished  to  the  Legislature,  containing 
an  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  company  : 

DR. 

To  capital  stock  subscribed,  143  shares,  at  S50  per  share,     - 

Forfeitures  received  on  21  shares  of  stock,  -  _  - 

Amount  of  toll  received,  as  per  last  report,  on  167,691  tons,  and  8 

cwt.,  ._----- 

A^nount  of  toll  received,  since  last  report,  on  20,064  tons,  18  cwt. 

and  2  qr.,      - 
Amount  of  dividends  unclaimed,  _  _  .  - 

Amount  due  to  creditors,  _  _  _  _  - 


CR. 

By  cost  and  expenses  of  the  road,  as  per  last  report. 
Cost  and  expenses  expended  since  last  report. 
Dividends  declared  in  1840,  1841  and  1843, 
Amount  due  for  unpaid  subscription. 
Amount  due  by  sundry  persons, 


Schuylkill  County^  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
said  county,  John  Stees,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Lorberry  Creek  railroad 
company,  who  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  abstract  is  a  just 
and  true  statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  company,  as  they  stand  on  its  books. 

JOHN  STEES. 

Subscribed  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1845, 

SAMUEL  GUSS. 
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330  PORT  CARBON  AND  MOUNT  CARBON  R.  R. 


Doc.  No.  58. 

Annual  Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Port  Carbon  and  Mount 
Carbon  Railroad  Company. 


READ— April  7,  1845. 


Office,  Philadelphia  &  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  ^ 
Philadelphia,  April  5,  1B45.  5 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  an  abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the 
Mount  Carbon  and  Port  Carbon  railroad  company,  prepared  according  to  law,  and  re- 
quest that  you  may  be  pleased  to  present  the  same  to  the  body  over  which  you 
preside. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  BRADFORD,  Treasurer. 


An  abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the  Mount  Carbon  and  Port  Carbon  railroad  company, 
showing  the  whole  amount  of  their  capital  actually  paid  into  the  funds  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  amount  of  dividends  declared ;  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  "  An  Act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Mount  Carbon  and 
Port  Carbon  railroad  company." 

Amount  of  capital  paid  into  the  funds  of  the  company,  -  -  $80,000 

Dividends  declared,  ..__-_  none. 


City  of  Philadelphia,  ss. 

John  Tucker,  president  of  the  Mount  Carbon  and  Port  Carbon  railroad  company, 
being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  is  a  just  and 
true  abstract  from  the  accounts  of  the  said  company,  made  up  to  December  31,  1844. 

JOHN  TUCKER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  the  5th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1845,  before  me, 

PETER  HAY,  Alderman. 


ESTATE  OF  JOHN  NICHOLSON.  331 


rToc.  No.  59. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  showing  the  amount 
received  and  paid  out  at  the  State  Treasury,  on  account  of  the 
estate  of  John  Nicholson. 


READ— April  8,  1845. 


Accountant  Department, 

Harrisburg,  April  8,  1845. 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  7th  inst.,  calling  upon 
the  undersigned  for  certain  information  relative  to  the  estate  of  the  late  John  Nicholson, 
deceased,  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  money  received  at  the  State  Treasury, 
and  the  amount  paid  out  for  expenses  incurred,  under  the  operation  of  the  late  Nichol- 
son court  and  commissioners,  is  hereto  subjoined. 

Very  respectfully. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 
JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN, 

State  Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  &c. 

Amount  received  at  the  State  Treasury,  from  the  Nicholson  estate  : 
Year,  1842,  ...... 

"  1843,  .-.._- 
"  1844,  ---..-. 
"  1845,     -.-._. 

Total,-     ....      - 

Amount  paid  at  the  State  Treasury,  for  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  Nicholson 
estate : 


Year, 

1840, 

1841, 

1842, 

1843, 

1844, 

1845, 

Total, 
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ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  STATE  LIBRARY. 


Doc.   No.   60. 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General,  relative  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  account  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 


READ— April  8,  1845. 


Auditor  General's  Office,  ^ 

Harrisburg,  April  Sth,  1845.  3 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  seventh  inst.,  request- 
ing certain  information  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Joint  Library 
Committee,  I  respectfully  refer  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  accompanying  tabular 
statement.  No  other  accounts  have  been  presented  to  this  department  for  settlement, 
than  those  herewith  submitted;  whether  they  constitute  all  "the  debts  due  by  the 
library  committee,  prior  to  the  7th  of  January,  1845,"  the  Auditor  General  has  no 
means  of  ascertaining. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  FACKER, 
Auditor  General. 


Abstract  of  the  accounts  of  E.  A.  Penniman,  late  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Library  Com- 
mittee, settled  by  the  Auditor  General,  for  the  years  1843  and  1844. 

Seth  SaUsbury,  per  act  of  29th  Sept.  1843,  $300  00 

Mary  A.  Freeman,  window  blinds,  20  00 

Alex.  Hamilton,  table,  drawers,  painting,  &c.,  32  05 

Do.         do.      work,  painting,  lumber,  &c.,  51  88 

Do.         do.      gallery  round  south  L.  R.,  1,600  00 

Peter  Burris,  glass,  2  00 

D.  Robison,  books,  2  50 
George  J.  Heisley.  repairing  telescope,  &c.,  20  00 
S.  H.  Clarke,  Purdon's  Digest,  8  00 
C.  F.  Muench,  binding,  "  25  00 
F.  Knight,  books,  8  00 
Daniel  K.  Callender,  dusting  carpet,  3  00 

E.  M.  Pollock,  books,  90  50 

F.  &  J.  W.  Johnson,  books,  •  590  23 
Carey  &  Hart,  books,  252  13 
Freeman  Hunt,  Merchants'  Magazine,  25  00 
J.  &  H.  G.  Langley,  United  States  Magazine,  15  00 
George  C.  Eager,  zinc,  stove  pipe,  &c.,  21  08 
A.  V.  Black,  New  York  Review,  15  00 
E.  A.  Penniman,  car  fare  from  Phila.  to  Harrisburg,  9  95 
Thomas  Davis,  books,  35  00 
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1844,   Oct.        Cash  paid  Isaac  Craig,  drafts  of  forts,  $40  00 

"     Nov.          "       "     Henry  K.  Strong,  repairing  and  cleaning  carpets,  11  82 

"     July,          *'       "     J.  Franklin  Reigart,  Congressional  U.  S.  Album,  7  50 

*'     Oct.           "       "     John  T.  Wilson,  ice,  5  60 

"     Nov.          "       "     Henry  K.  Strong,  mending  boiler,  50 

"     Jan'y.       "       "     I.  G.  M'Kinley  &  Co.,  adv.  for  stolen  hooks,  100 

'*      Nov.         "       "     J.  W.  Hammond,  pamphlets  on  fin.  afF.  ofPenn.  5  00 

"        "            "       "     E.  A.  Penniman,  travelling  expenses,  6  19 

$3,203  93 


Doc.  No.  61. 


Annual  Abstract  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Mount  Carbon   Railroad 

Company. 


READ— April  10,  1845. 


In  compliance  with  the  "Act  incorporating  the  Mount  Carbon  railroad  company," 
the  following  statement  is  furnished  to  the  Legislature  : 
Abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  Mount  Carbon  railroad  company,  March  4,  1845. 

DR. 

To  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in,        .  -  -         $65,160  60 

*'         subscribed,  but  not  paid,      .  -  -  5,039  40 

$70,200  00 

To  amount  of  debts  due  by  the  company  : 

Loans  from  the  late  S.  Girard,         -  -  -         $50,000  00 

Bills  payable, 7,450  00 

Due  on  sundry  accounts,      -  _  -  -  3,607  68 

61,457  68 

To  balance  of  profit  and  loss  account,  per  statement  of  March 

4,  1844,  .  .  -  -  .         $27,533  53 

Add  the  amount  of  profits  from  March  4,  1844,  to  March 
4,  1845,  made  up  as  follows: 

Tolls — net  receipts  on  206,679  tons,  4  cwt.  of 

coal,       -  .  -  -  $23,328  20 

Deduct  interest,      -  -  $3,292  14 

Repairs  of  road,     -  -  15,200  22 

Expenses   in    Schuylkill    county 

and  Philadelphia,  -  1,213  90 

19,706  26 

3,621  94 

31,155  47 

$162,413  15 
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By  Mount  Carbon  railroad — cost  of  the  same  with  improvements  to  date,  8150,929  36 
By  cash  in  treasurer's  hands,       -  -  -  -  $498  66 

By  materials  and  personal  property  on  hand,  per  inventory 

and  valuation,  -  -  -  -  -  4,144  15 


4,642  81 


By  debts  due  the  company,  viz  : 

For  unpaid  subscriptions  and  interest  thereon,  -         $6,118  59 

Outstanding  from  tolls  and  sales  of  old  materials,       -  722  39 


6,840  98 
$162,413   15 
Profit  and  loss,  balance  March  4,  1845,  -  -  -  $31,155  47 

City  of  Philadelphia^  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said  city, 
John  R.  White,  president  of  the  Mount  Carbon  railroad  company,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  abstract  is  a  just  and  true  statement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  company,  as  they  stood  upon  its  books,  March  4,  1 845. 

J.  R.  WHITE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  9th  day  of  April,  1845. 

PETER  HAY,  Mderman. 


Doc.  No.  62. 
Annual  Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Delaware  Coal  Company. 


READ— April  12,  1845. 


In  compliance  with  the  acts  incorporating  "the  Delaware  coal  company,"  the  follow- 
ing statement  is  furnished  to  the  Legislature  : 

General  Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Delaware  Coal  company^  on  the  1st  day  of 

March,  1845. 

DR. 

To  Capital  stock,  4,898  shares  at  $50  per  share,         -  -  -     $244,900  00 

Loan  certificates,  under  mortgage,  -  -  $40,005  00 

Other  mortgages  on  the  property  of  the  company,  16,000  00 


56,005  00 


Carried  forward,      -----  $300,905  00 
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Brought  forward,  ....  $300,905  00 

To  Bonds  payable, $93,379  00 

Less  this  amount,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  holders 

in  trust,  -----  20,000  00 

73,379  00 

Bills  payable,      ----■.  $2,225  00 

Amount  due  on  sundry  accounts,  -  -  31,384  15 

33,609  15 


• 


$407,893  15 
CR. 


By  Real  estate  in  Schuylkill  county  and  Philadelphia,  with  the  improve- 
ments upon  it,  -••---  -         $348,063  02 

Personal  property  in  Schuylkill  county  and  Philadelphia,  per  inven- 
tory and  valuation,   ------  21,925  96 

Estimated  value  of  coal  on  hand  in  Schuylkill  county  and  Philadel- 
phia, .--.--.  6,926  50 

Cash  on  hand  in  Philadelphia,  -  -  -      $171  68 

Bills  receivable,  and  sundry  accounts  in  favor  of  the 

company,    ------  11,153  18 


Profit  and  loss,  balance  per  statement  of  March  1,  1844,  $34,276  91 
Add  losses  since  ascertained  upon  the  business  of  the 

company  up  to  that  date,     -  .  -  -  204  98 

$34,481  89 
Deduct  receipts  from  sales  of  coal  from  March 

1,  1844,  to  March  1,  1845,     -  -        $247,217  50 

Less  expenditures  and   charges   between   the 

same  dates,     -  -  -  -         232,388  42 

14,829  08 


11,324  86 


19,652  81 
$407,893  15 

City  of  Philadelphia^  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said  city, 
John  R.  White,  president  of  the  Delaware  Coal  company,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  general  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Delaware 
Coal  company,  March  1,  1845,  exhibits  a  just  and  true  statement  of  the  affairs  of  said 
company  as  they  stood  upon  its  books  at  that  date. 

J.  R.  WHITE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  9th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1845. 

PETER  HAY,  Alderman. 
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Doc.   No.   63. 
Annual  report  of  the  Swatara  Railroad  Company. 


READ— April  14,  1845. 

—  • 

Hon.  William  P.  Wilcox, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir  : — The  managers  of  the  Swatara  railroad  company  are  gratified  in  being  able  to 
state,  that  their  improvement  is  so  far  completed  as  to  allow  the  transportation,  during 
the  past  season,  of  16,420  tons  of  anthracite  coal  over  the  road,  on  which  $3,143  17 
in  tolls  were  collected.  The  railroad  was  commenced  in  the  summer  of  1841,  and  was 
made  under  all  the  disadvantages  incident  to  a  newly  explored  region,  and  the  financial 
embarrassments  that  met  all  persons  engaged  in  the  construction  of  any  improvement, 
requiring  much  of  the  cost  to  be  based  on  credit.  Notwithstanding  those  difficulties, 
it  progressed  regularly  to  its  present  termination  near  the  foot  of  the  Broad  or  Thick 
Mountain  along  the  course  of  Good  Spring  Creek,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Swatara. 
The  road  is  about  six  miles  in  length,  and  is  constructed  in  the  very  best  manner,  with 
heavy  T  rails,  fifty  pounds  to  the  yard,  and  connects  at  its  southern  termination  with 
the  Union  canal  company's  railroad,  leading  to  the  canal  basin  at  Pinegrove.  It  has  a 
descending  grade  from  the  mines  of  from  twenty-seven  to  fifty  feet  per  mile,  such  that 
loaded  cars  pass  over  the  whole  road  by  the  force  of  their  own  gravity,  being  returned 
at  present  by  horse  power.  From  this  point  the  coal  is  shipped  to  Middletown  on  the 
Susquehanna,  and  thence  by  the  Pennsylvania  and  Tide  Water  canals  to  Havre-de- 
Grace.  The  whole  distance  by  canal  is  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles.  This  region 
is  destined,  ere  long,  to  become  one  of  great  importance  from  its  great  extent,  now 
penetrated  through  its  centre  by  the  Swatara  railroad,  to  which  branch  roads  will  soon  be 
made  in  every  direction  to  reach  the  mines.  Every  variety  of  anthracite  coal  is  here 
found.  In  the  southern  part  of  the  basin,  the  largest  body  of  inflamable,  free  burning, 
red-ash  coal  in  the  state,  is  found,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  time  is  not  distant  when 
those,  who  use  this  variety,  must  resort  to  this  region  for  their  supply.  The  northern 
part  of  the  basin  now  reached  by  the  Swatara  railroad,  contains  the  great  white-ash 
veins  of  a  superior  quality,  and  inexhaustible  in  extent,  the  veins  now  being  worked, 
presenting  a  face  of  from  ten  to  twenty-two  feet  in  width,  and  from  six  hundred  to  eight 
hundred  feet  of  solid  coal  above  the  water  level.  This  last  variety  is  enhanced  in  value 
from  its  adaptation  to  the  smelting  of  iron  ore,  which  is  found  in  great  abundance  on  the 
banks  of  the  canal  leading  to  the  coal  region.  The  great  Chestnut  Hill  deposite  is  near 
Columbia,  and  the  celebrated  Cornwall  ore  bank,  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Lebanon.  In 
addition  to  this,  it  is  now  ascertained,  that  a  vein  of  the  celebrated  black  band  ore 
underlies  one  of  the  white-ash  veins,  at  the  termination  of  the  Swatara  railroad,  ex- 
tending more  that  twenty  miles  through  the  region,  and  in  contiguity  with  the  very 
variety  of  coal  used  in  making  iron.  At  Roush  Gap,  about  ten  miles  west  in  the 
Thick  Mountain,  this  vein  of  black  band  was  discovered  and  tested  during  the  last  sum- 
mer, and  found  to  be  of  good  quality  and  abundant.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it^|| 
being  found  equally  abundant  and  of  equal  richness,  in  the  same  mountain,  and  under'^ 
lying  the  same  vein  of  coal,  upon  the  head  waters  of  the  Swatara. 

,  This  region  is  attracting  the  notice  of  capitalists,  and  men  of  enterprize  are  begmning 
to  look  to  a  railroad  communication  with  the  Susquehanna  at  Harrisburg,  and  thence 
by  a  railroad  to  Baltimore  ;  and  also  a  connection  with  the  Schuylkill  canal  and  Read- 


k 


Rr 
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ing  railroad,  leading  to  Philadelphia.  The  completion  of  these  contemplated  improve- 
ments, would  secure  to  this  region  a  choice  of  markets.  The  construction  of  only 
forty-eight  miles  of  railroad  would  be  the  completion  of  a  continuous  line  of  railroads 
from  the  Swatara  mines  to  Baltimore.  The  termination  of  tlie  Swatara  railroad  at  the 
mouth  of  Roush  C!reek  is  three  hundred  and  two  feet  abo\'e  the  canal  basin  at  Harris- 
burg.  The  distance  is  thirty-four  miles,  and  the  route  is  so  favorable  that  a  railroad 
can  be  made  the  whole  distance  with  a  descending  grade  not  greater  than  fifteen  feet  to 
the  mile.  Complete  this  railroad  and  make  a  connection  of  fourteen  miles  between 
Middletown  and  York,  and  there  Avill  be  a  continuous  railroad  from  the  coal  mines  to 
Baltimore,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  in  length. 

The  connexion  with  the  Schuylkill  canal  and  Reading  railroad  can  be  made  at  much 
less  expense,  either  at  Schuylkill  Haven  or  at  Bear  Creek.  According  to  a  survey 
made  by  Col.  B.  Aycrigg,  civil  engineer,  formerly  in  the  service  of  the  state,  a  rail- 
road can  be  made  from  a  point  near  the  termination  of  the  Swatara  railroacl  to  the 
Schuylkill  canal  and  Reading  railroad,  at  or  near  Schuylkill  Haven,  the  length  of 
which  will  be  about  fourteen  miles.  This  road  will  have  no  up-hill  grade  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  freight,  but  will  be  level  the  first  ten  miles,  and  a  descending  grade  of  forty 
feet  per  mile  for  the  last  four  miles;  and  a  railroad  eighteen  miles  in  length  would  con- 
nect the  southern  termination  of  the  Swatara  railroad  at  the  junction  of  the  Roush  and 
Lorberry  Creek  railroads,  with  the  Reading  railroad,  and  the  Schuylkill  canal  at  or 
near  Bear  Creek,  four  and  a-half  miles  below  Port  Clinton.  S.  ,B.  Fisher,  Esq., 
engineer,  after  a  cursory  examination,  estimates  the  probable  expense  of  a  single  track 
railroad  of  a  favorable  grade,  laid  with  T  iron  rails,  on  this  route,  at  about  $10,000 
per  mile.  "This  road  would  bring  the  grand  centre  upon  Roush  Creek,  within  one 
hundred  miles  distance  of  Philadelphia."  A  railroad  communication  between  the  mines 
and  Philadelphia,  by  either  the  Schuylkill  Haven  or  Bear  Creek  route,  would  place 
the  Swatara  mines  upon  an  equal  footing  with  those  upon  the  Schuylkill  in  the  Phila- 
delphia market.  AVhen  either  of  these  improvements  are  made,  the  Swatara  railroad 
will  require  another  track  to  accommodate  the  trade. 

With  the  present  facilities  for  transportion,  the  managers  confidently  anticipate  the 
passage  of  thirty  thousand  tons  the  ensuing  season  over  the  road,  yieldins  a  revenue  in 
tolls  of  more  than  $6,000,  being  more  than  eight  per  cent,  interest  on"^ $73,277,  the 
whole  cost  of  the  road. 

Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  managers, 

WM.  DONALDSOi\,  President. 
Office  of  the  Swatara  Railroad  Company, 


Danville,  February  3,  1845, 


"•'  I 


Statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Swatara  railroad  company,  made  up  from  the  balance 
sheet  of  the  ledger,  to  February  3d,  1845. 

DR. 

To  Railroad  for  its  cost,       -  -  -  -  -  -         $73,277  29 

Sundry  accounts  and  balance  due  on  stock  subscribed,       -  -  11,634  87 

Notes  and  bills  receivable,  -  .  -  _  .  2,199  35 


$87,111  51 
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CR. 

By  Stock  shares  731  at  $50  each,    -----         $36,55000 
Tolls,  amount  received,  -----  3,143  17 

Bills  payable  for  70  Coupon  bonds  $500  each,  6  per  cent.  int. 
payable  semi-annually  at  Bank  of  Penn  Township,  Phila- 
delphia, due  Jan.  1,  1854,  secured  by  mortgage  to  trustees,     -  35,000  00 
Sundries  due  to  individuals,        -----  12,385  35 
Interest  account,             -             -             -             -             -             -  32  99 

$87,111  51 


J.  WAGENSELLER,  Treasurer. 
Danville,  February  3,  1845. 

Columbia  county^  ss. 

William  Donaldson,  president  of  the  Swatara  railroad  company,  on  his  solemn  oath, 
says  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  affairs  of  said  company,  as  made  up 
from  the  balance  sheet  of  the  ledger,  to  February  3,  1845. 

W.  DONALDSON,  President. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  March  31,  1845, 

WILLIAM  KITCHEN,  /.  P. 


Doc.  No.  64. 


Documents  accompanying  the  Governor's  message,  relative  to  the 
Great  Fire  at  Pittsburg. 


READ— April  14,  1845. 

Pittsburg,  March  12th,  1846. 
His  Excellency  Francis  R.  Shunk  : 

Dear  Sir  : — We  implore  you,  in  behalf  of  a  ruined  city — in  behalf  of  thousands  of 
helpless  women  and  children,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Most  High,  and  for  the  sake  of 
every  human  and  benevolent  emotion  of  the  heart  of  man,  to  extend,  by  the  interposi- 
tion of  authority  vested  in  the  Executive,  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  now  drawing 
to  a  close,  in  order  that  the  condition  of  this  suffering  and  prostrate  people  may  be  laid 
before  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  such  suggestions  for  their 
relief  as  we  confidently  trust  will  meet  the  prompt  and  willing  assent  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  state.     With  great  respect,  &c. 

Charles  Shaler,  W.  M'Knight, 

George  A.  Bayard,  E.  Simpson, 

James  A.  Briggs,  Thomas  Liggett,  jr. 

J.  B.  Irwin,  Henry  S.  Magraw, 

R.  C.  Grier,  Lyon,  Shorb  &  Co. 

W.  Robinson,  jr.  -  ■ 

In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg : 

WILLIAM  J.  HOWARD,  3Iayor. 


■,* 
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To  His  Excellency  Francis  R.  Shunk, 

<     Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Tlie  undersigned,  on  part  of  the  Citizens  of  Pittsburg,  desire  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  extensive  calamity  which  has  befallen  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  from  a  conflagration 
more  disastrous  than  any  that  ever  occurred  since  the  union  of  the  states. 

Herewith  is  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city, 
authorizing  one  of  the  undersigned  to  proceed  to  Harrisburg,  and  submit  the  facts  to 
your  Excellency. 

At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  held 
April  11th,  1845,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted,  viz: 

Whereas,  A  very  large  portion,  comprising  probably  more  than  a  third  of  the  popu- 
lation, is  suffering,  and  two-thirds  of  the  wealth  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg  is  smouldering 
in  ruins,  by  a  dispensation  of  Providence,  unprecedented  in  the  United  States;  and  the 
extent  and  universality  of  the  confusion  and  disaster,  are  at  this  moment  beyond  ail 
computation,  carrying  the  hopes  and  fortunes  of  thousands  upon  thousands,  in  a  ruin 
that  beggars  estimate  or  description,  and  sets  at  naught  all  hopes  of  private  or  local 
relief,  and  appeals  irresistably  to  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  and  the  country. 

Resolved^  That  the  Hon.  C.  Darragh,  be  authorized  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  seat 
of  government,  ar^d  press  upon  the  authorities  there  the  claims  and  necessity  for  such 
liberal  provisions  of  law,  as  will  mitigate  the  enormous  losses  and  sufferings  of  a  pros- 
trate community;  and  for  this  purpose  to  forego,  for  a  few  days,  the  adjournment  of 
the  Legislature,  until  some  adequate  and  appropriate  measures  of  relief  can  be  agreed 
upon. 

(Signed,) 

MORGAN  ROBERTSON, 

President  of  Common   Council. 
GEORGE  W.  JACKSON, 

President  of  Select  Council. 
Attest — E.  J.  Roberts,  Clerk  of  CounciL 


In  pursuance  of  these  instructions  from  the  municipal  authorities,  one  of  the  under- 
signed left  his  distressed  fellow-citizens  on  Friday,  11th  inst.  and  came  directly  to  this 
place;  and  we  now,  very  respectfully,  ask  permission  to  give  to  your  Excellency  a  brief 
statement  of  the  terrible  calamity  that  has  befallen  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 

On  Thursday,  the  10th  inst.  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  a  fire  broke  out  in  some  frame 
buildings,  situate  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Second  and  Ferry  streets.  For  two  or 
three  weeks  before,  the  weather  had  been  dry,  and  the  winds  prevailed  to  a  great 
extent. 

At  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  the  fire,  the  wind  was  blowing  fresh  from  a  few  points 
north  of  west.  In  a  very  brief  space  of  time,  the  flames  had  spread  throughout  the 
square,  and  communicated  fire  to  one  of  the  opposite  squares.  The  M'ind  continued  to 
increase,  and  with  it  the  conflagration  extending,  until  it  enveloped  at  least  one-third  of 
the  city  in  a  tempest  of  flame.  The  fire  extending  along  Ferry  street,  south,  to  First 
street,  consuming  the  whole  square.  It  crossed  from  the  south  side  of  Third  street,  to 
the  north  side,  and  burnt  that  block,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  houses.  It 
passed  east  of  Market  street,  and  consumed  more  than  one-half  of  the  block,  between 
Third  and  Fourth  streets.  It  passed  up  Front  street  to  Diamond  alley,  and  destroyed 
the  larger  part  of  the  block  between  Fourth  street  and  Diamond  alley.  It  went  east,  up 
Diamond  alley,  to  the  base  of  Grant's  Hill,  and  consumed  all  the  buildings  between 
Diamond  alley  and  the  Monongahela  river.  Its  easterly  course  was  only  arrested  when 
every  house  or  building,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were  destroyed.  It  passed  from  the 
city  into  Kensington,  and  destroyed  that  town. 


340  ♦  GREAT  FIRE  AT  PITTSBURG. 

Your  Excellency  is  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and 
will  see  at  once  that  the  burnt  district  comprises  most  of  the  large  business  houses, 
and  many  of  the  most  valuable  factories. 

Intelligent  citizens  have  estimated  the  extent  of  the  fire  as  covering  at  least  one-third 
of  the  geographical  extent  of  the  city,  and  two-thirds  of  its  value.  We  cannot  now 
undertake  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  merchandize,  household  goods,  furniture,  &c.,  lost 
or  destroyed  in  this  disastrous  conflagration.  AVe  think  we  can  safely  say,  that  the  loss 
cannot  fall  short  of  six  or  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

The  bridge  over  the  Monongahela  river  was  entirely  consumed  j  the  magnificent 
hotel,  erected  at  a  vast  expense,  known  as  the  "Monongahela  House,"  is  a  ruin  j 
cotton  factories,  iron  works,  hotels,  glass  works,  and  several  churches,  are  prostrate 
in  the  general  desolation. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  eleven  hundred  houses  were  destroyed,  the  greater 
number  of  Avhich  were  buildings  of  a  large  and  superior  kind. 

Thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens  have  been,  by  this  painful  bereavement,  thrown 
out  of  shelter,  and  lost  their  whole  property.  It  is,  also,  to  be  apprehended,  that  many 
of  them  may,  for  a  time,  be  thrown  out  of  employment ;  and  this  class  of  the  sufl[er- 
ers  will  demand  the  full  liberality  and  aid  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  unfortunate  city. 

The  undersigned,  in  submitting  this  brief  and  hastily  drawn  statement,  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  to  your  Excellency,  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  submitting  to  the 
Legislature,  in  an  official  message,  the  duty  of  rescinding  the  resolution  which  fixed 
on  Tuesday,  the  15th  inst.,  as  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature.  Should 
the  Legislature  rescind  the  resolution  for  adjournment,  (as  it  cannot  be  doubted  they 
will,)  correct  information  of  the  extent  of  the  calamity  will  be  here  from  Pittsburg,  in 
a  day  or  two,  and  measures  can  be  taken  to  relieve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  distressing 
circumstances  now  attending  and  surrounding  the  second  city  in  the  state. 

We  have,  indeed,  encountered  a  sad  reverse  in  the  onward  progress  of  our  city;  but 
the  same  industrious  and  enterprizing  people  are  there, — the  same  energies  are  there ; 
aid — temporary  relief — is  what  is  wanted  to  re-build  the  city,  and  enable  her  to  rise 
from  the  ruins  more  prosperous  than  ever.  The  undersigned  will,  on  to-morrow,  sub- 
mit to  your  Excellency  a  more  full  and  detailed  history  of  the  conflagration,  and 
should  also  be  pleased  to  attend  any  committee  the  Legislature,  in  its  wisdom,  may  see 
fit  to  constitute  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  Excellency's  obed't  servants, 

C.   DARRAGH, 
WILSON  M'CANDLESS. 
JJarrisburg,  ISth  Jlpril,  1845, 
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ABSENT  TIME  OF  SENATORS.  341 

Doc.  No.  65. 
Absent  time  of  Members  of  the  Senate  of  1845. 


READ— April  15,  1845. 


The  following  statement  exhibits  the  number  of  days  absent  by  each  Senator  respec- 
tively, as  furnished  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  17th  April,  1843 : 

Mr.  Anderson — March  8,  10,  11 — 3  days. 

Mr.  Babbitt— January  7,  8,  9,  10,  11  j  April  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  14,  15—13  days. 

Mr.  BiGLER— February  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  24,  25,  26,  27  j 
March  15,  17  ^  April  5—19  days. 

Mr.  Champneys — March  21,  22,  24,  25—4  days. 

Mr.  Chapman — ^January  24  ;  February  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  10  ;  March  25— 9  days. 

Mr.  DiMMicK— January  29,  30,  31  ,•  February  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8—10  days. 

Mr.  Enue— April  10,  11,  12,  14,  15—5  days. 

Mr.  Fegely— March  1,  3,  28,  29,  31 ;  April  1—6  days. 

Mr.  Gibbons — February  21,  22 — 2  days„ 

Mr.  Heckman — March  3,  4,  5,  6 — 4  days. 

Mr.  Hoover— March  24,  25,  26,  27,  28.  29,  31  j  April  I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10, 
11,  12,  14,  15—20  days. 

Mr.  HoRTON — March  21,  22 — 2  days. 

Mr.  Kline— January  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18;  February  3,  15,  17, 
a8,  19  ;  March  26,  27,  28,  29,  31  ;  April  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9— 29  days. 
Mr.  Morrison — January  7 ;  February  22,  24,  25,  26 — 5  days. 
Mr.  Quay— January  7,  8,  9  ;  February  25,  26,  27,  28  ,•  March  1,  3,  4,  5—11  days. 
Mr.  Rahn— January  20  ;  March  21,  22,  24,  29 — 5  days. 
Mr.  Ross — January  11,  16  ;  February  28 — 3  days. 

Mr.  Sterigere— February  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21— 10  days. 
Mr.  Wilcox — ^January  18 — 1  day. 
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Insane  Asylum — At  Philadelphia,  documents  relative  to,  161. 
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Library — See  Auditor  General. 
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Marine  Hospital  at  Pittsburg — Documents  relative  to,  209. 

N. 

Navigation  Companies — Annual  reports  : 

Little  Schuylkill,  205. 
Monongahela,  204. 
Tioga,  12. 

P. 

Penitentiary — Western,  report,  186. 
Eastern,  report,  223. 

Pennsylvania  Coal  Company — Annual  report,  203. 
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Philadelphia  Saving  Fund — Annual  report,  211. 
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Railroad— Annual  statements,  Reading,  11. 
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Comraunicaticn  enclosing  tables  of  the  valuation  fixed  by  the  board 
of  revenue  commissioners,  321. 

Report  rel.  to  payments  on  account  of  Nicholson  estate,  331. 
See  Taxes. 

T. 

Taxes — State,  outstanding,  174. 

Texas — Ohio  resolutions  relative  to,  168. 

Turnpike — Perkiomen,  annual  statement,  10. 

Frankford  and  Bristol,  annual  statement,  206. 
Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring  House,  ann.  rep.  327. 

U. 

University  of  Pennsylvania — Annual  report,  213. 
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Weights  and  Measures — Document  relative  to,  328. 
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